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PREFACE. 



fWSjS 



The aftoniAiiiig progrefs m.ade hy inB!^ 
delity in the prefent age of the world, isvi- 
cl^Atly requireB from th0 friends pf Chrii^ 
tianity' a pecubar degree of energy and 
vigilant in the cauie of Religious Truth. 
They eannot iUil to recoiled, that, although 
Religion itfetf is invulnerable againft every 
attack which artifice and violence dired 
againft it, it is their indifpenfible duty to 
exert their utmoft efforts to check the ra- 
vages of an enemy fo £ital to the deareft 
interefts of man : and no mode of protec- 
tion againft its contagious fpirit feeihs 
better calculated for general ufe, than a 
full akb clear elucidation of the 
Prophetical parts of the old and 
new testaments. 

The evidence derived from prophecy 

in iiipport of revelation^ is a progref- 

iive and an accumulating evidence, which 

A 4 ihines 
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ihines with increafijig brightoefg as tmp^ 
•advances itt its ceurfe, and collet ftrai^th: 
i from each fucceeding age. And ^^as the, 
extraordinary ^venl^ NOW ?j^»sinG b^-» 
FORE OUR FYESKwiU be iPotind-^to augment 
the. fplendour of its light, and tq giye 
force to its ftrength,. wWIe they receive? 
in return a. ray^ from Divine tri\th, 
which difcpvers their, origin, and point* 
cijt t^^ir pQurfej . it niay be pi!eftinied|j 
that a fui^m^ry vjmf df the Proph*;^ 
cies is , pajrticuWly - sjjjte© ta »X'pi|s;iib 

rHF MINDP QF T^E PRESENT aETJJEEAt 
TlON, WHO SBEE IN TAJN fOR A^T^" 
OTHE|l ADEQUATE EIJPt^AirATlQN O? 
OCCURRENCES SO PEE^Jl^X IlfTBEftS^tNQ 
TQTPEM*EJ,VES, 

: History^ which oonftitiite^.a ii\aj(;erial 
brpQch pf our education, affumets the 
greateft dignity qf chara^er^ when ihe 
becorpes the pQijj^p^piQi^ of REWGloy, . 
an^ the IptQf preter of the Oracjes »of 
Gqd, Her vqlumeji prefent the tnpli ^our 
derftd difcoverles, apd reflect the ii»age^ 
pf the prophetical pq,rts of th^ .^iblet 
The M^orks of. the writei^ pf ^U.4^gpa and. • 
coupiries.^\?hetlieB . Pagaps.-r-: jC^iri^ns - 
rr-r-Jews-^antje^^^^ or . ev^n jpodern Infi-^ ^ 
4el^-^whateYfir , their opinj^s, :]>i:eja:f 

dices, 



ak^,^ or defigns, unfold 'the myftenes of 
prediftion, Ak)^ the ^ftilfilment of the 
Divine will, and in reality advance the 
Interefts of Revelation^ 

The following Work^ ig ihtended to fet' 
tbefe trtiths in a firikmg point of view; 

IT biSFtAYS Th£ HARMOnSt OF Pfeo^ 
PHBCY— THEdNil CtRtAT SCHEME THAT 
ll^BRVABES ALI. ITS PARTS — AND THE 
CONCURkEI?eE OF ALI, HUHAN EVENTS 
Tqr ACCOMPLISH ITS STUPENDOUS PLA^. 

FuHy aware that this work falls ex* 
treihely"' Ihdrt of that excdletice which 
the fiibje€l demands, I lament that fuch 
a fketch of Prophetical and Hiftorical 
harmony as the times feem urgently to re- 
quire, delineating prefent' as well a^ paft 
occurrences with a faithful and an able 
penfcil, and marking them with the co- 
lours of ftrong and vivid defcription, has 
jiot hitherto been offered to the public; I 
(am perftiaded, that fuch a work would 
moft eflRb^kually anfwer the ends which 
thefe VolumLCS are moft ferioufly intended 
to promote— namely, to eftablifti tlie 
doubtful, to recal the vandc'rin^, to 
9,\yaken tile though tlefe, to inftru^ the 
^ un- 



wlf^rncdr-rand njore partici^rly ito jr^ 
^uQe 1^ the xmnda oi t^e rifing genemtiQa 
io.,ftj;9ng n c^Rvi^oij of^ the -fi^erinteii^ 
dence of the Almigh|y over the a&irs oi* 
the world — of the Divine origin of the 
(f^gfp^l-t-aqd thq njoRientous . con^erna of 
aiiptheir iife^ tJljat they mgy view the FQlIiX 
and the 'v^iQ.jfjs.Bif^s^s of the. ifi&Mf fuxLOj 
SQBi^y in .their proper Ught, and ever 
fiariid up as thk fmu surpoj^txjBRS of 

TlUB SACKED. g^U^JIS OF ^HRUSTIAiNITY* 



Before I conclude this Preface, I muft 
S^ake an aplmowledgmexit, which is no lefs 
^ue to jufiice, th^n iatisfa3ory to my own 
feelings of gr^titadf. I have received i<> 
much aiBilapce in the proTecution of this 
Work^ a8 gr^^^y to invalidate xny claiiias 
to being repu»t;pd iti Author. The plan 
cqriginated withi .iup> ardent J'riend to the 
caufe of Heligion, who was led, by a very 
*xtenfive knowledge of Hiftory and Scrip- 
tpre, to. CQ|ifid?r the paffing train of 
fypnt3 with peciJi^ attention; and for- 
cibly ftruick by their agreement with the 
Pivine w^ovd, was anxious to reprefen^ 
this ci<4iigibtening and confolatory truth tq 
the public, ^rom. this Perfon, whofe 
^a|ipeX a^^i^ot^.atjiberty to mention, and 
. , 3 whofo 



.PREFACE. xi 

whofe anxiety for the fuccefs of this Pub- 
lication is perfectly difinterefted, I have 
liot only received many judicious correc- 
tions of what I had wriiten, but fuch va- 
luable communications as are defervedly 
fubftituted for many of the materials 
which I had prepared for the prefs. I 
had alfo the advantage of fubmitting my 
papers to the perufal of the learned and 
excellent Prelate, to whom I am allowed 
the honour of infcribing this Work ; to 
whofe enlightened and comprehenfive 
views of the fubje6l of Prophecy itfelf, I 
am happy to acknowledge my obliga- 
tions; and to whom the pubhc are in- 
debted for the firft intimation of the 
PRiisrciPLE that alone can explain the 
extraordinary events which excite uni-- 
versa! attention*. I congratulate my 
Readers on my having obtained fuch im- 
portant affiftance, as it has ftamped that 
value . upon the Volumes now offered to 
their notice, which I am confident could 
not have been derived from my own uii-, 
aided labours. 

• See the Bifliop of Lincoln's excellent Difcourfeoii the 
Day of Public Thankfgiving, 1797. 
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ADVE RTISE MENT 

OP THE X- 
OF THE i'lflSf "^EDITION. 



This Work has been decayed and in* 
creafed macbt Jbeyond, the original defignt 
dated in the Introdu6lory Chapter to the 
firft Volume. This delay and this increale 
are to be attributed fo my anxiety to obtain 
froiQ the ia|ne Pen, t^ \rhich I am indited 
hr to much afliftance 111 the firft Volume^ a 

DEVEt03^|iMEBrT OF THE FBOPHETlCAli 
SCHEMA CONCERNING' ANTldHElSTl be- 

'ing ireli convinced that ho one could prefent 
this new arid comprelienfive lyftem to' the 
public in fo cl^ar alight, a3 the ferfon with 

• • TM* WoA was fitft pubiiih^ m tWce VdlAfhdb, 
iftno*. Tk^ 'fecondyolunie comiQtoced wuhtbtr:IiM»>« 
idu^ry Chfter to the fec^ iQhfa of Praph^i^4. ^ 
the third Vohimo coatauie4 the tUid and fovurUi Cluipt^i 
ofd^ramcClafi. 

• -- . "whOito 



ADVERTISEMENT 

whom the ideas originated. To this Perfon 
lam ^l%eflirDr:thd>rlj6le.6f tffe.*£3U^^ 
PreUminary Chapter, excepting- only the 
Hiltorical proofs of Hie early opinions, con- 
cerning the PapfJ j^f^^hrjH^ — ag^d for nearly 
the whole of the third Volume. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

li/il oj •i')J<.: ; >. Y7ofofjl30'?jal 3i\i I'A ho)u)\ 
lUiiuio oi vJLii/jiJvrn oi [)c^rPu'ni:Jn od oi o:;; 




Notes, rather than tolnfert them in the lext, 
^^j|anding there as a Note. 
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JN O one, who believes in the eiciftence of a . 
Godj can doubt the Divine Knowledge of all 
Things paft, prefent, and to corne^ or the 
Divine Power to reveal thofe things to men 
in fuch meafure, and on fuch occafions, as 
Divine Wifdom direds. To God, the paft, 
tjie prefent, and the future, muft be the fame, 
•—He views the greateft and moft wonderful 
events iii their remotefl: caufes i the longeft 
feries appears but as one ©bjedl to his all- 
leeing eye, and the whole fcheme of thofe 
events is altogether prefented to the Divine 
Mind, of which mortals only catch a 
glimpfe, and furvey the broken parts. But 
while the prefcience of the Almighty is uni- 
verfally acknowledged, his fuperintending 
Providence is frequently denied. Plunging 
into the abyfs of metaphyfical abftradlion, 
man tries in vain to fathom its depth with 
the fliort line of his finite underftanding ; 
and, unable to reconcile the fuperintending 
and dire<Sling Providence of God with his 
VOL, I, B idegs 



2 IntroiuBory Chapter. 

ideas of the free will of man, the mifts of 
doubt conceal this rock of confolation, hope» 
and joy, to whichr the Scriptures poifit « 
his (ecurity; and he either ftruggles com- 
fortlefs againft the ills of life, or coldly re- 
ligns himfelf to the laws of fate, or the fluc- 
tuations of chance. To believe, that the 
Almighty Creator is alfo the conftant Gft- 
ycrnor of the univerfe, is a point of confider- 
able imfJortance to human happinefs ; and tp 
eftablifli this dodlrine upon folid ground is 
of confiderable importance to the interefts of 
Rcfigion. It is the defign of this work to 
draw convi<5lion from the facred fource of 
Prophecy.— But here it may be aflced by 
thofe who freely acknowledge the power of 
God to declare his will to mankind by a 
fpecial Revelation, whether it clearly appears, 
.that he adually has done fo? A farisfkcftory 
anfwer to this very ferrous queftion will be 
found in in attentive examination of thofc 
writings, which the Jcwidi and the Chriftiati 
Church agree in believing to be prophetic. 
And many others have been given, — The 
certainly of Revelation has been varioufly as 
well as repeatedly proved. It is not the de- 
fect in proof, but the want of inveftigation, 
that produces infidelity. For notwithftand- 
iog the.preteafions of the prefent age to zeal 
" for 



IntroiuBory Chapter. .3 

for fruth, who how will even read the laborious \ 
refearches of her faithful advocates, Chilling* ( 
worth, Stillingflee|, Pearfon, Hooker, War* / 
burton, Cud worth, Leland, or Butler ? Eyen ) 
Maurice is neglecfted*, though the charms of ' 
novelty, of poetic fidtion, and of a florid ftyle 
unite to decorate the pillar, which he has pa- 
tiently built up i3 her fupport, from a qyarry, 
which her enemies have long confideraj as 
their exclufive property, Jt is forgotten, that 
while nothing is more eafy, than to bring 
forward a multitude of obje(^ions in a very 
foiali volunic, it is abfolutely iropoflible to 
jinfwcr thpra within the fame compafs ; ai34 
the generality of readers, it is to be feared, . 
.imagine jthat thofe pbjedions, which almpft 
daily ifliie from thi? preii, in the form bejj 
calculated for e^ctenfiye circulation, are th$ 
difcoveries of this enlightened age ; whcrea$ 
they are in h(X only old arguments and objec^ 
.tions, furbiflied up with the polifli of modern 
\ writing, or the fpirit of modern wit and falfe* 
hood, and have long ago beeo proved to haye 
neither weight nor value. Let it however 
fee remembejred, that a tjruth wipe proved^ i$ I 

^ Since the frft publication of this work, the negleflt 
. .abovemenfioned h^ ceaCed .to bg fo great 9 fubjeft of 
^lompl^int, 

B 2 f^rpycd 



4 IntroiuBory Chapter. - 

proved for ever. No rational mind will ad- 
mit it poflible for the utmoft force w^hick 
objedions can mufter to overthrow a fingle 
demonji ration^ or what Dr. Jeremy Taylor has 

I fliown to be nearly of equal ftrength, amoral 

\ certainty. 

• 

/• Thcfe confiderations have urged me to try^ 
( whether one argument, which I confider as 
) proving incontrovertibly both the certainty of 
/ Revelation and its chief defiorn, could not be 
' compreffed within narrow limits in fuch a 
/ manner, as to ftrike, and not tire the atten- 
( tion. And it is with the eameft hope of 
j accompliftiing this great obje(5t, that I (hall 
/ lay before the reader fome few of the moft 
remarkable Prophecies, capable of the (horteft 
and plainefl: application, in two diftindl claffes, 
and fubjoin the fads, which have fulfilled 
^ them. The relation of thefe fads I (hall take 
from the moft authentic and approved hifto* 
rians, both ancient and modern ; and confirm 
every ftatement by obfcrvations, authorized 
by WTiters dift ingui(hed for their learning, 
penetration, judgment, and impartiality, in 
order to give indifputable authority to each 
application of the Prophecies to the events, 
flated as their accompli(hment, and to the 
conclufions, that will be deduced from them* 

First 
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First Class. — Prophecies which have 
been fulfilled, — down to the fubverfion of 
the Jewifli government. 

Second Class.— Prophecies relating to the 
reign of Antichrift, and the reign and final 
triuniph of the Meffiah. 

The Prophecies which I have felei^ed for 
the First Clafs will be fhewn to have been 
accomplilhed, by the events to which they are 
referred, in the f uUeft fenfe, and mofl accu- 
rate manner. It will be proved, that the 
fails recorded have precifely agreed with the 
fa^s prediiied^ and the time^ when time is 
mentioned in the Prophecy, with the time 
predicted. 

The Prophecies I have chofen for the 
Seconp Clafs, are fuch as are in. part ful- 
filled, and are, therefore, fo far eflablilhed 
upon fafe ground by paft time, and accom- 
plifhment ; and are thus rendered more clearly 
and certainly proper objecfls of our attention 
and inquiry. But as I (hall conlider them 
with a particular view to the prefent flatc of 
the world, and fhall be led to offer an opi- 
nion relative to the connexion, which they 
appear to have as parts of one Power, and to 
B 3 hazard 



6 tntrtdiMcry Ghapttf. 

hazard a cotijedurc re/pedling the courfc of 
their completion, I have feparatcd this Ckfs 
from the former, that the great argument 
to be derived from the clear and exadt ac-« 
complilhment of Prophecy itiajr reft entirely 
upon the acknowledged truth of hiftorical 
fads. 

i^^hat thefc Prophecies Wef* delivered at the 
time, and by the perfons, to whom they arc 
, commonly affigncd ; — that they were dcJi- 
rered before the events they predi<St i and that 
.they profefled to be prophetic at the time 
of their delivery, mid were fo undcrftood to 
bCj by the greateft and moft learned perfons^ 
tft istnd after their <leliveiy, are pointe, that 
have been long cfteemed eftablifhed, beyond 
the power of controverfy* But none are fe- 
inire from contradiftion j and the infatuating 
folly of the prefent day makes irten perpetu- 
ally miftake ajfertion for tirgiMent, It will 
not fee expefted in a work, which profefTedly 
aims at concifenefs, that what may be called 
a preliminary fubjedl fhould be treated Very 
fully. For the detail of proofs, I muft refer 
the reader to thofe learned -authors, who have 
coUeifted the various evidence, and frorti thence 
have nioft clearly deduced incontcftable con- 
tlufions in fupport of the authenticity of the 

Scriptures I 
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Scrig^ur^; and who confequently give ample 
cpnfirfpation to the truth of thefc points." 
But J pannot p^fs them over intirely. And I 
iviiih to give the reader, if yet unac;quainted 
ivith their hifto/y, fome information relative 
to t;hQfe Prophets, whofe writings will be the 
fubjeils of difcuflion — -premifing a few ob- 
fervatipnj refpe(ftipg the fcene of Prophecy, 
and ^ying a few words concerning the Pro- 
pbejts in general, before I enter upon the 
(hort account of the hiftory and explanation 
9f the nature and ufe of Prophecy itfelf, 
with which I (hfiU conclude thi3 preparatory 
Chapter:* 

Thjs principal fcen^ of Prophecy, after the 
death of Mofes, w^s the country of Judea:— 
9 coui^ry of little eminence when compared 
with the mighty empires of the earth ; but 
npt fo very inconfiderabk as it is ufually re- 
prefentcd, when cpmpared more juftly with 
kingdoms which exifted nearer to its ancient 
dat3e*. The truth ^s, thgt wx annex certain \ 

ideas 

• Porphyry, who lived in the third century, and wag ^ ^ 

an acute and learned writer againft Chrifliaraty* conu r 

feffed that Mofes flourifhed near 1000 ye*rs before any / 

^of the Greek Philofophers; and it is well known tha|t / 

Herodotus, iht earliefi Grecian Hifiorian, was contexiu- \ 

14 porary J 
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/ ideas of dignity and ^reatncfs to the king^ 
\ doms of Troy, of Argos, of Crete, of Lydia, 
/ and the different ftates of Greece, becaufe the 
\ poet5 and hiftorians magnify their importance 
/ in our youthful minds, and becaufe we never 
j lofe fight of them while we purfue our 
[ ftudies, — ^Whereas the Ifraelites, feparated 
\ fronpi the reft of the world for the exprefs 
/ purpofe of preferving the Oracles of God, 
( quietly fettled in the promifed land, which 
they had conquered in far more remote an- 
tiquity, or fuffering in captivity the predicted 
punifhment of difobedience to their law, are 
feldom prefented to our notice by thofe au- 
thors in whoixi we are accuftpmed to confide 
for Qur knowledge of ancient hiftory. — ' 
With the kingdom of Ifrael we are little ac- 
quainted, except as it forms a part of early 
religious inftrudtlon ; and the reverence with 
which we may be difpofed to remember it, 
is often abated when we difcover the low 
cftimatipn in which it is generally held with 
refpeifl to the dazzling points of fplendor, 
power, and fame. It may however be afked, 
.which of the great monarchies of the an- 
cient world exceeded in jnagr^ificepce the Court 

porary vith Malachi, ^he lafi of thp Prophcts.-r-K[encc 
Jofephus fpe^ks with great contempt pf the late origjin qf 
Grecjaa literature^ 
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of Solomon, and the Temple of Jcrufalem? 
The aftonifliment, admiration, and awe, ex- 
prcffed by Alexander^ and by Titus, when 
they behdd the Temple, preclude the idea of 
exaggerated defcription, and appear to cfta- 
blifh its claim to fuperior grandeur and ridies, 
while the fimple patriarchal manners of the 
people (manners which ftill prevail in Arabia 
and in a part of India) muft increafe the won- 
der. With refpe<5l to power, and its at- 
tendant, fame, the Ifraelites were forbiddea 
to extend their conquefts beyond certain li« 
mits ; for it is evident, that their reputation 
in the world as a pet^le made no part of the 
intended objeft, for which they were diftin<« / 
guiihed by the Almighty— perhaps was in- y 
, confident with it : — but nothing human could 
refift the power with which they were en-r 
dued, whenever they were permitted to exert 
it. It is allowed, however, that the frequent 
punifliments, to which they were fubjeAed 
by their frequent difobedience to the com- 
mands of God, confined the nation much 
within the bounds prefer ibed, till the age 
when Solomon ** reigned over all the kings, 
from the river Euphrates, even unto the land 

^ See Bifhpp Newton on the Prophecies, and Jofeplius, 
lib. vi. c. iv. &c. 

of 
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o£ the Philif^incs, and to the borders of 
Egypt%'* ^d *' exceeded all the kings of the 
Q^di fcMT rjtches and for wifdom," aod, jyt 
gj^y be added, for ** honour" or fame*; a 
fsfSl jto which elftern tradition ftill gives teJfti- 
^pony.^t ijS allowed too, that this extended 
griafatiief? of the kingdom was of ftiort dura-» 
tif^, and that it feemed to fink into infignifi^ 
cajafia juft as the kingdoms of the Heathen 
world ;ofe into importance : but it is main^ 
Ifuned^ jhat all thefe circuipftance^ oonfirm 
thp credibility of the Jewifli hiftwy, becaujfe 
|hey are all in flrift conformity with the con-^ 
iitional promifes and the prophetic word of 
God, and with the great defign for which th^ 
Jews were to continue a peculiar people. The 
ignpranee and the obfcurity imputed to the 
Jewifli people will, indeed, furnifli no ii\con- 
iider^ble argument to prove the divine origiij 
f»f their prophecies, — If their knowledge and 
their experience were limited to the narrow 
ODnfines of their own country^f their 
meai^ of information were fmall, and their 
connexions w^th other nations precarious and 
accidental, they had the lefs grwnd to fore- 
itell, with any probability of b?iqg right, the 

« ^Chfon. ix. 26. 

* 1 Kings iv. 34, — iii. 13. • 2 Chron, i. \2. 

future 
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future oondkioti of other natioas ; sid much 
le^ to decide pofitively aad circufnftaotiaUf 
as tp their decline, decay, and ruin. And 
yet we find that, the great events of foreign 
i};ates, the fate of Nineveh, of Tyre, and of 
BalT)^}on, the revoliitions of Greece, and the 
jiower of Rome, were exadUy foretold, aiul 
tbe predi^ions v^ exactly fulfilled. 

Having prenjiied thus nouch CQOCeminjr 
the fcem of Proph^ecy, I now hailen to the 
Ftophets theiB&lves* 

Mo^ was of the tribe of Levi^ and was 
born in Egypt during the bondage oi the 
Children of Israel, in the yar before Chrift 
is6y^jtmd \^J^%^^jU^ ^^ World 2433% 
He yns tmmm&m ^^cvtcd from deflriudtioii 
\yy the daughter of Pharaoh^ of which cir«< 
ccrniAanoe his sanste Mofes, or Moyfes, which 
i^^ifies in the £)gyptian language, fr^fervei 
put ofm^er^ \% defpi^tive ; and he was edu^ 
cafied by ber dire<6)ion in all the leai/ning and 

* Calmet's Oi^lionaiy: Artidefi Mofes, VoL II. p« 
«^5, &ible, Vol. I. p. Z^i. Prophets, Vol.11, p. 455, 
Pentateuch, Vol. II. p. 579. Grotius de Veritate 
ChriftianaBReligionis. Du Pin's Canon. Du Pin's Eccle- 
^fticalHiftMy. Watfon'sApolOgyfortbeBibk. Gray'l 

accom- 
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accomplifhments of the Egyptians. He was 
chofcn by God to be the deliverer and law- 
giver of the Children of Ifraelj andtocon- 
dudl them to the land of Canaan, according 
to the promife given to their father Abraham* 
He died in the laoth year of his age, *' when 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural farce 
abated,'* on mount Nkbo, on the borders of 
that land, which it was declared by the Lord 
he Ihould fee, but not enter. As a prophet 
he was eminently diftinguifhecj. The Jews 
have conftantly attributed to him the higheil 
degree of infpiration ; and in the New Tefta- 
ment he is always menticaied with fingular 
honour. By the Egyptians, the Greeks, the 
Romans, and other heathen nations, Mofes 
was acknowledged not only as the moft an-p- ' 
cient lawgiver, and as an hiftorian of the 
ftrifteft veracity, but, according to the ftyle, 
in which they exprefled their veneration for 
the greateft charaders of antiquity, he was 
placed among the Gods, and worftiipped 
tinder various names. And writers of the 
carlieft ages have either confirmed his hiftory 
by yet earlier tradition, or have borrowed 
from thence the ground-^wbrk of their fic- 
tions. He has been celebrated as a general, a 
legiflator, a prophet, and a magician by pro- 
phane writers of almoft all defcriptions^ and 

of 
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of almoft all ages ; and his charadlcr is efta^ 
blifhed by the uninterrupted teftimony, which 
the Jews have given, from the time in which 
he lived to the prefent hour. His writings 
we (hall confider prcfcntly. 

Ifaiah was of the tribe of Judah, and of 
noble birth. He began to prophefy aboitf: 
B. C. 758, Y. W. 3246, was nearly contem* 
porary. with Hofea, Joel, Amos, and Micah, 
and, according to a tradition among the Jews, 
was put to death in the firft year of the reign 
of Manaffeh, B. C* 698. His name, which 
fignifies tbefalvation of Jehavah^ is ftrongly 
defcriptive of the charader of his prophecies, 
which give a remarkably clear and accurate 
view of the Meffiah and his kingdopi, and 
he is therefore emphatically ftyled by Chrif- 
tian writers, the £t;^/^^//V^/ Prophet. 

Jeremiah was of the line of the priefthood, 
and confequently of the tribe of Levi. He 
was called to the prophetic office, which he 
exercifed for more than 40 years, nearly at 
the (ame time With Zephaniah, in the 1 3th 
year of the reign of Jofiah- He was per- ^v'' 
mittid to remain in Judea, tne defolation of , 
which he fo pathetically laments, after the 
firft conqucft of Jerufalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 
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fiezzjlf, and was afterwards carried with Hit 

llifciple Baruch into Egypt, where he was put 

^^lo cjeath* The Chronick of Akjcandria re^ 

\m,^i that the Egyptians were incenfed againft 

him on account of his predi(9kions concern^ 

ing theif kingdom ; but that Alexander the 

\iJreat, hearitig what he had foretold con- 

f Iteming hknfclf, tfifited the place of his bu^ 

jirtal^ and ordered this Prophet's urn to be 

\ jfemoyed to Alexandria, where he built a 

/ 4nagi)ificent monument to his memory, Gon- 

\ ftaftiine the Great afterwards ereiSed a tomb 

j to his memory near Jerufalem, at the place 

\ where it was fupppfed he ufually refided; 

/4but as Ptolemy received the former account as 

\ genuine, it is far more probable that be died in 

lEgypt. 

Daniel Was a defccndant of the kings of 
Judah ; he was carried captive Xq Babylon in 
the fourth year of tlie reigft of Jehoiakim, 
B* C* 6oz, Y* W. 3398, when he was 
iibout iS yeiirs of age* His iJIuftrious birth, 
various aecomplifliment^, and confummate 
wifilom^ raifed him to the higheft hcaiours, 
•firft in the Babylonian, and afttrwards in the 
'Peftian cowrt. He publicly profeffed and 
pj?a(94fed the Worfiiip rf his God, in defiance 
<>f tvwj danger, and bpldJy; predidkcd his 

fearful 
% 
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irarfal judgments to two of the moft power* 
ful and haughty tyrants of the ctrth, whch 
called upon to expfarn the figns which they 
confefled to be fent from heaven. Daniel 
contributed much to^frards fpreadinj^ the knowL 
ledge of God atnong the Gentile nations, both 
during his life, which was extended to a 
^reat length, and by the number oi his pre^ 
di<5lions relating to them, which fbon became 
generally known* and fome of which were 
foon fulfilled. It is generally believed he 
died at Sufa, the capital of Perfia, where he 
bad buift a moft magnificent edifice, men^ 
tidfied by Jofephus, as a fepulchsre for the 
Perfian and Parthian kings. 

Malachi lived about 400 years before the >| 
birth of Chrift. His name, which fignifies 
his Angel or Mejfenger^ like that of Ifaiah, 
alludes to the principal fubjedt ai his Pro* [ 
phecy. This Prophet faw the fecdnd Temple ) 
completed, and the facred rites of worfljip re- ( 
eftablifhed after the return of the Jews from ; 
the Babylonifh captivity, afifd cfofed theftries ( 
of Prophets which had been continued from } 
the time of Mofes, with the promife of ano- \ 
thet mefFenger, who fliould imrralcdiately pr^ j 
cede the long-expedltd Mefljah, / 



It 
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It mirft not be imagined that the Prophetfi 
were always under the influence of the divine 
Spirit, or exempt from the common frailties 
and infirmities of human nature;— but it 
may be affirmed, that there was nc^ one in 
this longferies of looo years, whofe charac- 
ter does not juftly command our veneration* 
Piety, obedience to the commands of God^ 
indifference to the pkafures and fufferings of 
this Hfe, as far as they related to themfelyes, 
united with the keeneft fenfibility to the nai- 
fcry of the happinefs of their country, and 
the moil ardent and acflive zeal in executing 
the facred but often painful duties of theip 
office, appear eminently, though not equally 
confpicuous in them all. ** They were the 
cftabliftied oracles of their country, and con- 
fulted upon all occafions when it was necef^ 
fary to coUeft the divine will on any civil or 
. jeligious qucftion : and. we hear of no 
,fchifms or divifions while they flouriflied* 
They even condefcended to inform the people 
of common concerns in trivial cafes, in order 
to preclude them from all pretence or excufe 
for reforting to idolatrous practice? and hea- 
then divinations j and they were always fur- 
niflied with fome prefer ibed mode of con- 
fufting God, or obtained revelation by prayer. 
Sometimes the Holy Spirit fuggefted the 

matter 
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matter and not the words to the Prophets-^ 
fonietimes by an audible voice diftated every 
Word and exprcffion — fometimes the Pro- 
phets were left to defcribe in their own lan- 
guage the'hibroglyphical dreams and viiions^ 
Which they beheld j and hence is the ftyle of 
evfery Prophet 'more or lefs perfpicuous, ac- 
cording to the nature and clea'rncfs of the 
Revelation imparted to him, and likewife 
charaderi^ed with peculiar difcriminations 
jrefulting- from education, and particular in- 
tercourfe and habits of life. But .fometimes 
they were inftrUfted in the very expreflions 
•they ihould ufe ; and when writing under the 
influence of that infpiration, they underftood 
not always the full importance and extent of 
them j writing for the advantage of thofe 
that were to come after, and to furnifti evi- 
dence in fupport of a future difpenfation, 
they might not perceive the full fcope, nor 
forefee' diftindly the fpiritual accomplifhment 
of the Prophecies they recorded ^" 

We find them conftantly appealing to well 
known fads, for the fulfilment of many of 
thei# predid:iofts, and perfectly confiftent in 
their communications of the divine wilL Ac 

' * ' > '^ 

, . ' ^ Gray's Key, p* S29, &c. 

I VOL. 1. c their 
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dieir number increafedi the truth of their de^ 
clarations was eftablilhcd by the courfe of 
events; and there was an accumulation of 
evidence to prove, that, in the emphatic Ian* 
guage of Scripture, ** Holy men fpake a& 
they were taught of God." Influenced by 
the guidance of the fame fpirit,^ they united 
in the moft perfeft harmony of delign y they 
delivered the fame precepts to be obferved,. 
the fame punifliments to be avoided, and the 
fame bleffings to^ be hoped for. Confidered. 
fcparatcly, every one of them was a burning 
and a (hining light, (srdained to beanr upoa 
the dark generation, in which he lived : gnd^ 
confidered coUedtively, they form one bright 
and glorious aflemblage, to enlighten and 
imprefs the world with admiration of the 
power, the wifdom, and the goodncfs of 
Gdd. 

v^ . The writings of but few of thefe numerous 
Prophets have 'been prefervcd in the Jewifh 
Canon; Some of the earlier Prophets fecm, 
indeed, to have been appointed for the pecu- 
liar ferviccof the Children of Ifrael,. and as 
the means of preferving them diftindl from 
other nations : but the later Prophets were to 
be of more general and cxtenfive fervice, as 
they approached nearer to that great event, 
6 ^ . in^ 
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irt which both Jews and Gentiles were equally 
interefted. 

We have not merely as good feafdn to be- 
lieve that ** the Prophecies were delivered at 
the time, and by the perfons, to whom they 
are commonly- affigned/' as to believe that 
Cicero wrote and pronounced his orations 
againft Cataline and Antony, in the century 
before Chrift, and that Virgil ^rote his poems 
in the reign of Auguftus ; but we have a re- 
gular fucceffion of teftimony to the truth of 
this propofition, which the Jews have brought 
down to the prefent times* — ^And the univer- - 
fally high eftimation, in which thefe writings 
appear from various hiftorical evidence to have 
been held, from nearly the time of their deli- 
very, will affuredly eftablifh the other propo- 
fitions ftated in page 6, in the mind of an im- 
partial enquirer^ 

I fhall only obferve further, that th^r were 
Iranflated into Chaldee about the year before 
Chrift. 4^0, and into Greek, the language 
.then maft generally underftood, in the reign 
of Ptolemy Philadelphusj,,an era remarkable ^/"^ 
for kiveftigation and fcience, and which being* 
after the predidlions^ and before many of the 
events which have fince fulfilled them, clearly 
Q % prove 
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prove thefe writings to have been hande<l 
down to us, without alteration. Efpecialljr 
^hen we condder, that the multiplicity of 
copies, which were fpread into all nations by 
the Jcwifh colonies, from the time of the 
captivity, were conftantly read in all the fyna- 
gogues, and open to the perufal of all people 
— were tranflatcd into many different lan- 
guages — quoted by many hiftorians — and 
their truth doubted by none, till within a 
very recent period. 

I Ihall now ftate very (hortly as ntlich of 
the i?//?<?ry, and the nature and ufeoi Pro- 
phecy, as will purt the reader in fair pofleffion 
of the fubje<5l he is called upon toconfiden — 
A believer in the Scriptures conceives that 
lome niempry of God, and fome knowledge 
of the difpeniatiohs of his Providence having 
been preferred traditionally from Adam (cbtt- 
'ifirmed probably by other occaflonal commu- 
nications of the divine will), through the 
'antediluvian world, the few who kept up in 
their lives any juft fenfe of his providence 
were by means of Prophecy, and the miracu- 
Jous interpoiition. of their Maker, faved out 
of the general wreck of th^ deluge-^That 
after a time, the impreflion of even that aw- 
ful leffon wearing out of the mind of the 

greateft 
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grcateft part of mankind, it pkaifed the Su- 
preme Being not to leave himfelf without a 
particular as well as a general witnefs ; and 
therefore he again chofe one of the few fami- 
lies, who preferved their belief and know- 
ledge of him, and trufted them with the pro-^ 
mifes of his mercy. — ^And left this again 
(hould fufFer by the vague nature of all tradi- 
tion ; he, before the recollection of their fa- 
ther Abraham had faded from the minds of 
any of his defcendants, and while the hiftory 
of the world and of the earlier Patriarchs, 
which bad been brought down in regular fuc- ^ 
ceffion through but very few generations ^, 
\yas well known to them, appointed Mofes to 
explain the creation and the ftate of man on 
earth ; to record . the intentions of God to^ 
wards man, and to be under him the law- 
giver of this fainily, now becoming a nation, 
and deftined to prefcrve this hiftory, thefe 
records, and thefe laws, to the ^nd of the 

*The traditipn^Y^convey^d from Adam through ^. 
AJethufcIah, Noah/ACraE^m, Ifa^c, Jofeph, and Amram, / 
to Mofes, feveri intermediate perfons — and of thefe feven, \ 
feverai were a long time coiitemporary with each other, / 
Metbuftlah was 4oniempoiiefry with both Adam and Noah ; / 
Shem with Noah au4 Abraham; Ifaac with Abraham and ' 
Jofeph; and Amram the jgrandfon of Levi (who was the \ 
brother of Jofeph) was the father of Mofes. . 

C 3 world. 
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world. From this period, therefore, is to bo 
dated the beginning of written Prophecy, 

Mofes, the firft and greateft of the Pro* 
phets whofe works have been tranfmitted to 
\is, recorded the wonders of creation and pro- 
vidence, from the beginning of time, till the 
arrival of the Ifraclites at the borders of the 
liand promifed to the children of Abraham— 
a period of above ^2500 years — eftabliftied the 
covenant of God with his chofen people — (^ 
before them the conditional promifes of Ged 
— drew a ftrong and accurate pidlure of their 
national character and fate for a feries of ages, 
which are ftill running their courfc — ^and 
predidled the appearance of another *' Pro- 
p hetl ike unto himfclP' (by which, according 
to aiLantient interpretation, is to be under- 
ftood another Tj^^gw^rJ, to whom he com- 
manded them ** to hearken/' under pain of 
the heavy difpleafure of the Lord their God. 
— The Prophets, who ToUowed Mofes in con- 
tinual fucceflion for above a thoufand years, 
Were employed in preferving the rerhem- 
ferance of the gracious promifes of future 
Redemption to fallen man, and the knowledge 
pf a future ftate of retribution — ^in keeping 
ijp a fenfe of the conftant fuperintending pro- 
vidence of God oyer all the worJd — in gra^ 



IntroduBory Chapter . tj 

iduaHy explaining the fpiritual and tjpical 
meaning of the Mofkical Law, and in ^t^s^x^ 
ing the Jews for the reception of that fecond 
difpenfation, whick it prefigmed, and was 
defigned to introduce at the appointed time, 
as the promifed univerfal blefling* The 
great objedt of Pfx>phecy being a defcription 
of the Mediah, and of his kingdom, the pro« 
phetic miniilry ceafed when that objed: had 
been fufficiently difplayed* — At the period al- 
lotted by the Prophet Daniel, for " fealing up 
the Viiion and the Prophecy" — ^after the 
peaceable re*-eihibii(hment of the Jews in their 
own land-^^-and within about 400 years of the 
time appdnted for the appearance of Chrift, 
Malachi doled the prophetic volume in a 
manner which ftrikingly confirms this truth, 
*^. that the teftimony of Jefus is the fpirit of 
Prophecy*" He threatens the Jews with pu- 
mfhment and rejed:ionj declaring that God 
would '' make his name great among the 
Gentiles," for tfiat he was wearied with the 
impiety of Ifrael : he exhorts them cameftly 
to repent, and to obferje the law of Mofes^ 
till that prophetic meflenger (hould appear^ 
who, like " a harbinger, was to prepare the 
way of the Lord^ whom they fought,'* i. e. 
for the Meffiah — ** who would fuddcwly 
<ome to his temple" — ^and whofe approadi 

c 4 was 
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ivas. hailed^ as thaqt ** Sun of fighteoufriefs, 
whoflipuld ai^ife with healiag in his wings.'* 

It is obvioias, that if the Pi;c^he€i€s in thb 
antient Scriptures relating to the firft advent of 
the Meffiah were fulfilled in Cbrift--^and if 
f^ the wall erf partitiqn betwiaen the Jews and 
Gentiles was jthaani tlirown down/^ many of 
the principal fubjedss* of the Prophecies under 
the Law can have no place iin the Prophecies 
ijiider the Gpfpd. We accordingly find, the 
kingdom of Chrift to be the fole great objieft 
of Prophecy in the New Teftament j . and 
this diftinftion. gives - frefli. Evidence .to. dac 
unity ' of defigni which pervade* both .coyev , 
mnts— efpecially as it is certainjhat-Tifafty of 
the- Prophecies in both upon this. ev«r import* 
ant fubjed. exatlly correfpond : .and»one c^ 
■be found, in which there isahe fliadow of 
contradiiflion. Of the iprophecies, which are 
contained in ibe N^mTeftament, I (hall: only 
briefly remark, that they, extend, io the end of 
the worlds and partixrularly defcribc the ftttt 
of the Church — ri|& trials, increafe, prolpefity^ 
CQrruptioa, fufForingStiand purificatioa-nfrom 
the tinae qf its lowly 9rigin (for lowly 4id it 
-feem to rnortal eyes) tp.it§ uaiyerfal preya- 
lence. and triumphant entrance into glory-— 
•^d cppclude this iketch of J:he. bijigry of Pror 

phecy 
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phccy with obferving, that lince the Revela- . 
tion.by St. John clpfed the New Tcftamcnt, 
17CX) years have elapfed without the appear- 
ance of any Prophet in the world. 

It may be obferved of the Prophecies them« 
felves, thiat they were not oiily neccflarily mi- 
raculous, but of that fpecies of miracles which 
is the tn^ hftirig, and cortfequently the moft 
convincing to the later ages, as well as pecu**' 
liarly adapted - to the keeping up among a 
people difpofed, as the Jews were, to iddatry 
and rebeiUon f ^ that conftant dependence upon 
their God and King, which was neceffary to 
prrferve them diftind: and feparate from the 
reft of the World, according to the declared 
pUFpqfe of God.-^Thcy appear to be fome- 
times pfain, ■ and foirtetiraes metaphorical— 
they have oftgn a firft or p«^^tial, and an ulti- 
im^ conipletion, of which the former may 
generally be eonfidered as an tearneft of the 
latter>*-rthey having often an immediate re- 
ference to prefent circ^^mftancesj or to things 1 
thatwere very foon to happen, and yet being I 
in their nature predi^ive^^ remotdy future -v 
events^— r** It is this double charafter of 
Prophecy, which oc<:afions thofe unexpe<fted ; 
tranfitibns and fudden interchange of circum- 
ilances, fo pbfervable in the prophetic bool$, \ 

Heace j 
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I Hence different predictions are fometimes, 
i yended together, tempcHal and fpiritual deli- 
I verances are foretold in one Prophecy, and 
\ great and fmallcr events are combined in one 
I point of view. Hence likewife one chain of 
\ oonne<5ted dcfign runs through the whole 
\ fchcmc of Prophecy ; and a continuation oi 
C I events fucceffively fulfilling, and fucceffively 
, ) branching out into new predicSlions, continued 
j to confirm tfie fai^h, and keep alive the ex^ 
I pedations of the Jews/* It is principally 
i this double fenfe of prophecy which rcn^ 
( ders it obfcure: for though " the predic- 
tions of the Prophets were fometimes pofitivc 
and exaftly defcriptive, and delivered with aa 
accurate and definite defignation of names and 
times. Prophecy was not generally defigi^ 
to be clear before its accomplifhment. Had 
it been more clear, it muft have controlled the 
freedom of human anions, or have ap- 
peared to have produced its own accompli0i-« 
mcnt, fumifliing finners with a plea of ne- 
ceffity. It is however always fufRciently 
^xad in its defcriptions to authenticate its 
pretertfions to a Divine authority, to produce^ 
when it comes to pafs, an acknowledgcmeM 
cf its unerring certainty, and to dcmonftrat« 
the wifdom and the power of God^." 



\ 



^ -^ Gray's Key to the Old Teftamcnt, p, S43, 345, 
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For let it not be imagined that the obfcu* 
rity which arifes from the double fenfe of 
Prophecy, at all refembles the ambiguity of 
the Pagan oracles. The Pagan oracles com* 
monly related to tranfaiftions, that were car- 
rying on at the fame time in no very diftant 
place ; or to fome event a Jh0rt time before 
it happened, when the caufes which were to 
produce it had begun to operate : and it is 
certain, that they were in general fo ex- 
prefled, as to admit of double and even con- 
tradiiftory interpretations, in order to corre- 
fpond with events of a totally appojtte nature^ 
Whereas the double types of genuine Pro- 
phecy conftantly referred to events of the 
fame nature^ though occurring at difi^rent pe^ 
riodsof time. 

It has been already faid, that Prophecy was 
fometimes delivered in diftind: and pofitive 
terms ; as for example, the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Ifaiahj containing the bijiory of out 
Saviour's fufferings ; and it may alfo be ob- 
ferved, that when it was delivered in highly 
metaphorical language, the fymbols and 
figures admitted of the cleareft explication^ 
which was fometimes given at the fame 
time. — ^Thiis for inftance, the four great 
empires of the worl4 and their revolutions 



^8 IntroduHory Ch^pter^ 

were repfefcpted to Daniel, under the form, of 
certain animals, and by allufions to their na- 
ture and properties i but thefe fynabols arQ 
interpreted in the plainefl language pof« 
fiblc. 

J J cannot refufe myfelf the ple^fure of 
^ofing.this part of the fubje<3:, by quoting a 
9joft admirable defcriptipn . of ^ the language 
of Prophecy.—** The language of Prophecy 
is remarkable for its magnificence. Each 
p^oph^tic writer is diftinguiftied for peiculiar 
beauties ; but their ftyle in gexieral may be 
fharac^eris^ed, as ftrong, ' animated, and im- 
preffive. Its ornaments are derived not from 
accumulation of epithet, or laboured harS 
mony; but from the real grandeur of its 
images, and the majeftic force of its ex- 
prcflions. It is varied with ftriking pro- 
priety > ^nd enlivened with quick b\it eafy 
tranfiticMis. Its fudden burfts of eloquence, 
^ts earneft warmth, its affedipgj exhortations 
3p4 appeals, afford very interefting proofs of 
that lively impreffion, and -of that jnfpired 
^piiviclion, imder which the Prophets wrote j 
>a»d which enabled them, among a people not 
ijiilinguifhed for genius, to furpafs in ^ every 
variety of compofition the moft admired pro-f 
^udjons of Pagan-antiquity* If the imagery 
-.-y employed 
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employed by the facnid writers appear fome- 
times to partake ' of a coarfe and indelicate 
catt, it muft be recoHefted, that the Eaftem 
manners and languages required the moft 
forcible reprefentations ; • and that the mafcu«» 
line and indignant fpirit of the Prophets led 
them to adopt the moft energetic and defcrip^ 
tive expreflions. No ityle is perhaps fo 
highly figurative as that of the Prophets. 
Every objedt of nature ' and of art, which 
rotild fumifli allufions, is explored with in- 
iduftry I eVery . fcerte of creation, and every 
page of fcience, fecms to have unfolded its 
ridi varieties to the facred writers, who, in 
the fpirit of Eaftern poetry, delight in every 
. kind of metaphorical embellifliment. Thus, 
by \vay of illuftfation, it is obvious to re- 
mark, that earthly dignities and powers are 
fymbolized by the celeftial bodies ; the effedts 
of moral evil are fliown under the ftornis and 
convulfions of nature; the pollutions of &i 
are reprefentcd by external impurities; aiid 
the beneficial influence of righteoufnefs is de- 
picted by the ferenity and confidence of pcace- 
^ful life. This allegorical language being 
founded in ideas univerfally prevalent, and 
'adhered to wHK invariable relation acnd regu- 
lar analogy, has furniflied great ornament 
and eleganc? to the facred writings. Some- 
times, 
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times, however, the infpired penmen drew" 
their allufions from local and temporary 
fources of metaphor; from the peculiar 
fcenery of their country ; from the idolatries 
of heathen r^ations ; from their own hiftory 
and circumftances > from the fervice of their 
temple, and the ceremonies of their religicwi ; 
Jfrora 'manners that have faded, and cuftoms 
that have elapfed. Hence many appropriate 
beauties have vanifhed* Many dcfcriptions 
-and many reprefentaticnis, that muft have had 
a folemn importance among the Jews, are now 
confidered, from a change of circunriftances, in 
a degraded point of view. Hence, likewife, 
here and there a fliade of obfcurity. In ge- 
neral, however, the language of Scripture, 
though highly fublimc dfnd beautiful^ is eafy 
and intelligible to all capacities*/* 

The courfcvof Prophecy was guided by the 
light of previous revelation, and thus a regu- 
hr connexion was preferved, which was itfelf 
a teftimony to its truth. The Prophecies 
taken together form a conne6led feries of the 
divine difpenfations from nearly the beginning 
of the world to the end of time. Taken fc- 
-p.arately, they prefent detached fcenes of 

*Gray, p. 351. -^ 

what 
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what has been tranfjufted, is now tranfaoJljj^^ jirj * ^\ 
iSind will hereafter take place upon the great 
theatre of the world, as far as they relate to 
the concerns of true religion. Many of 
thefe predictions are delivered with the 
greateft degree of accuracy, precifion, and 
ininutenefs ; and all of them f efpecfl one par- 
ticular train of events^ cither diredly or ulti^ 
mately— many of them relate to one particular 
-perfon, and to one only — and one particular 
period of time, and one only i but vooxc 
contain a firil and fecondary reference to par<- 
ticular objedts of a iimilar kind, at different 
poiatt^ ol* time, which, far from rendering 
them of vague and uncertain fignificatioii^ 
more fully eflablifhes their title to our faith 
and admiration. Founded upon the bafis of 
eternal truth, no human device can under.-- 
mine, no human efibrt can overturn them. 
The declarations of Prophecy, confidercd with 
.ie%edl to their defignvas well as their extent,, 
arp-the moft fublime that can h^ imagined-^ 
thei^ft gracious for the Supreme Being ty> 
impart, and moft beneficial for man to re* 
ceive. — ^The feed of the w>man< is ordati^ 
to bruife the ferpent's head, as ioaa as maii 
had fallen ^m his original flateof innocence 
and happinefs. — Preparations are made for. 
-the Redeencicr^ and a more di&in6l profpedt is 

given. 
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given of his perfon, office, and dignity, ^S 
the fulnefs of time for his appearance ap* 
proaches ; and the progrefs of his Reli- 
gion — the fufFerings and triumphs of his 
Church-^and his Conqueft over Satan, and 
his attendants, fin and death, gradually ex- 
tend to the confines of the world, and " finifli 
the myftery of God." — Such is the outline of 
the wonderful fcheme of Prophecy ! ^whidh is 
harmonious and complete in all its parts, and 
may be traced through almoft every page of 
the Old and NewTeftaments. 

It is fcarcely poffible to contemplate Pro* 
phecy as a regular fyftem, without perceiving 
its direft tendency to prove the conftant over- 
ruling providence of God, and the truth and 
certainty of divine Revelation, which miift 
be confidered as. its moft important ufe, — 
The evidence arifing from Prophecy is a 
growing evidence. — ^The divine defign, uni^ 
■formly piirfued through a feries of fucceffive 
generations, opens With a greater degree of 
clearnefs, in proportion to the lapfe of time 
and the number of events.— An increafe of 
age is an addition to its ftrength; and the 
nearer we approach the point, towards which 
the difpenfiitions of God unvaryingly tend, the 
more clearly fliall we difcern the wonderful 

regularity, 

8 
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tegularity, confiftency, and beauty of this ftu- 
pendous plan for univerfal good.— Of the 
great ufe of Prophecies which have been ful- 
filled, as a direct and ftrong argument to con- 
vert unbelievers to Chriftianity, and to efta- 
Wilh Chriftians in the Faith, we have the 
iRoefl: ample proofs* Our Lord himfelf made 
very frequent appisak to Prophecy, as evi- 
dence of his divine ^miffion; he referred the 
jews to their own Scriptures, as moft fully 
and clearly bearing witnefs of himfelf.— 
Upon them he grounded the neceffity of his 
fufferings; — aipon them he fettled the faith 
of the Difciples at Emmaus, and of th« 
ApofUes at Jerufalem. The fame fource fup- 
plied the eloqumice of St. Peter and St. Paul» 
and the means with which ApoUos ''mightily 
convinced the Jews.'' This was a powerful 
inftrument of perfualioa in the fucceeding 
ages of the Church, when ufefl by the pri« 
mitive ap^logifts. Upon this topic were em« 
ployed the steal and diligeiice, not only o£ 
Juftin Martyr, but TertuUian, Cyprian, and 
Auguftine. It would never have been fo fre- 
quently employed, if it had not been well 
^apted to the defired end: and that it did 
moft completely anfwer this end, by the con- 
verfiqn of unbelievers^ is evident from the 
roL. I. U accounts 
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accounts of Scripture, and the records of the 
primitive Church. 

Prophecy keeps the attention of Chriftiani 
alive to the truth and impOTtance of their 
holy Religion — ^to its truth, becaufe Pro- 
phecy and Chriftianity had one and the fame 
OTigin, both being derived from the fan* 
Fountain of perfe6tion ;-^it keeps them alive 
to its importance, becaufe Prophecy (hews 
that the Supreme Beipg has vouchfafed 
through a long fucccffion of ages to prepare 
mankind, by gradual revelations of hi« will, 
for future bleffings ; and has proved, by fend* 
ing chofen meflengers to ufher in this finsll 
difpenfation, that ** the teftimony of Jefus is 
the f|)irit of Prophecy." — ^It confirnnrs the ge- 
iicral belief of a God, and points out to a 
carelefs world the plain traces of his watchful 
providence.— It difplays the counfels of infpi- 
ration inceflantly direding the courfe of 
events, Without violating the order of reafbn 
and of human action.— Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for us ! fuch power is above 
our comprehenfion ! But the fa6i is placed 
before our eyes. — ^We fee, or may fee, a regu- 
lar train of Prophecies tending towards c«ie 
declared ind^ accurately fulfilled and fulfilling 
% - . amidft 
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feiftidft all the confufion and oppofition of this 
tumultuous world : and We fee that thefe 
iProphecies arc clear, both in prediction and 
acconiplifhment, in proportion to their im- 
portance in fixing our belief in the providence 
of God^ and in the great truths of divine Re- 
velation. — ^Thus it appears^ that the chief de- 
fign of Prophecy is to bear conftant Witnefs to 
feligious truth— ^But though to convince 
gainfa3rer5 of this truths is juftly confidered 
as its principal ufe, it has another very im- 
portant objedt, td which it well becoities us to 
pay attention, from nriotives of gratitude, as 
Well as from fear df incurring the blame, 
which Scripture invariably imputes to thofe 
who negledt td take advantage of the light 
afforded them.— ^It is defigned to protedt 
believers in the word of God froni the dan* 
gers arifing from the prevalent corruptions^ 
errors, and vices of the age in Which they 
iive.-^The due corifideration 6f Prophecy 
Will admiriifter confolation amidft prefent 
diftrefs, and enliven faith and elevate hopCj 
Whilft paffing through thofe dark depreffing 
fcenes, which, without this -gracious aid* 
tnight lead through the intricacies of doubt 
to the gloom of defpair* 

D 2 That 
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That prophecy was intended to be a parti- 
cular guard to the Church in thefe Jatter 
days, as well as a general light to the world, 
we have, I think, abundant evidence : but as 
this view oF the fubje<5l relates more parti- 
cularly to the Second Part of this work, I 
fliall only now obferve, that we have the 
authority of our Lord himfejf to confider it as 
a duty to ftudy the Prophecies, with a view to 
prefent and to future times ; as well as for 
the purpofe of confirming our faith by a re- 
trofpecl of the part. — ^Our Saviour r^iproved 
his Difciples and the Jews for ** not difcem- 
ing the figns of the times** then prefent — 
commanded them to " fearch the Scriptures'* 
for information concerning them, and. to 
** watch" for the events which fliould fulfil 
the divine predidions.— He guarded his dif- 
ciples from fliaring in the impending dif- 
treffes of their country, by exprefs declara- 
tions concerning the time and nature of that 
day of vengeance, which they fully under- 
ftood, and therefore avoided the danger — ^and 
he dire<5ted St. John to warn all fucceeding 
generations of the trials to which his Church 
was to be fubjedled in the different ages of 
the world. 

This, 



IntroduSlory Chapter. 37 

This Chapter has run to a greater length 
than could have been wiflied : but it is hoped 
that the importance of its obje(ft will be a 
fufficientj unification; and 1 (hall conclude it 
with reminding the reader, that the Prophe- 
cies, which will come under our confidera- 
tion, are of that kind which may be called 
direSL — ^They relate immediately to particulstf 
perfons, events, or revolutions; and cannot, 
without the moft evident perverfion of mean- 
ing, be underftood in any other fenfe, or be 
explained in any other mahneri.than what is 
applicable to thofe events, pcrfons, and revo- 
lutions, to which they have been conftantly 
referred for their firft and fecondary accom- 
phfhxoept. 
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FIRST CLASS OF THE PROPHECIES, 
WHICH FORM THE SUBJECT OF 
• THIS WORK. 



fHOPiKBCIES WHICH HAV^ BEEN PULFIWED, 
— DOWN TO THE SUBVERSION OS THE 
. JEWISH GOVERNMENT, 

I. The Promife made to Adam.-rrconfi* 
fiered as a Prophecy of general falvation by, 
the Meffiah, the Ss^viour of the world, 

IL The Promife to Abraham of a nume? 
rous pofterity from his fon Ifaac, who were 
to become a great nation, diftinguifhed from 
the reft qf the world by their religious polity, 
and to be the appointed guardians of the pro-? 
mifes of God, till the appearance of thfc 
Meffiah ; who was to be born of the race of 
Jfaac, and in whom all the nations pf the 
earth were to be blefled, 

III. The promife ainnotber Lawgiver made 
at the eftablifliment of the /)^r//V///^rdifpenfa- 
tion of the Law by Mofes : — confidered as ^ 
^renewal of the promife of general falvation. 



fn^roduSory Chapter. 3 j 

IV, The Protnifes and Threats made by 
Mpfes to the Ifraelites^ in cafe of obedience 
or difobedience to the divine Law, — con(i«» 
4ered as proving the conftant fuperintending 
c«re of God over a people feparated from the 
reft of the world, for the exprefs purpofe of 
prcferving the knowledge of himfelf, and 
of his gracious intentions towards mankind. 

V. The appointment of Cyrus to be the 
deliverer of the Jews, and the reflorer of th^ 
Tcmpld and City, — confidered asdefigned to 
prove, that the captivity of the Jews was by 
the efpecial diredion of the Almighty — ^in- 
tended as a puniihment for their idolatry, to 
continue only for a definite term of years ; as 
they were dcftined to prefervc the promifes^ 
and remain as a feparate ntticm in their own 
land, till the coming of the Meiliah. 

i VI. The dcftriiiabn and defolate ftatc of 
Babylon, compared with the denunciation of 
th? Prophets during the time of its, greateft 
fplendour — confidered as an awful example 
of the judgments of God upon the enemies 
of his peopK 

VII. The precife time fixed for the accom- 

pliflimcnt of the promife of the Mefliah pre- 

• D 4 dieted 
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did:cdby Daniel 537 years before his birth, fo 
very diftin'dly as to awaken a general cxpe<5la- 
tion of his arrival, not only among the Jews, 
but all over the Eaft, where a tradition prevailed 
relative to the appearance of fomc great per* 
/dhage, about the tinfic of the advent of our 
Lord. 

Vnr. The Promife of John the Baptift, the 
meflenger or forerunner of the Mefliah, given 
400 years before his birth, being the laft pre- 
didlion of the laft of the feries of Prophets 
under the Mofaic difpenfation, 

IX'. The Prophetic defcription of the Birth, - 
Charafter, Miflion, Sufferings, Death, Re- 
(urre<5tion, and Afccnfion of the Meffiah, 
compared with his Hiftory, written by the 
Evangelifts after his Afcenfion into heavoi, 

X. The deftrudlion of the City and Tem- 
ple of Jerufalem, — the difperfion of the 
Jewifli people, — the total fubverfion of the 
Jewilh government, religious and civil, fore- 
told by Chrift as to happen immediately after 
the eftablifhment of the Chriflian religion, 
and having happened exa<5lly according to 
"his predi(5lion — confidered as the confequence 
pf their rejedion of the Lawgiver promifed 

• by 
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by Mofes, arid therefore as proving him to be 
the promifed Mefliah eXpciSed by the Jews ; 
—and the publication of the Gofpel to the 
Gentiles previous, to the deftruftion of the 
Jewiih> polity, confidered as proving Jefus to 
be the Mefliah, ** in whom all the nations ol* 
the earth were to be bleffed." 

SECOND CLASS. 

PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE REIGN OF 
■■ ANTICHRIST, AND THE REIGN AND FINAL 
TRIUMPH OF THE MESSIAH. 

j • • . • 

I. Prophecies concerning the eftabliftitnent 
of the Papal Power, or Popery,— confidered 
as the fcourge of the Wfeftem Churches, in' 
confequence of the corruptions of the Rcligiott 
of Chrift,— and as one branch of Antichrift. • 

II. Prophecies concerning the eftablifli- 
ment of the Mahometan Power, or Mahomet* 
anifm, — confidered as the fcourge of the 
Eaftern Churches, in confequence of the cor- 
ruptions of the Religion of Chrift, — and as 
another branch of Antichrift, ^ 

III. Prophecies concerning Infidelity,-— 
♦confidered as particularly prevalent in the laft 

and 
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«nd pfef<^t centuries, — as a third .branch of 
Antichriftt and a§ a rifing power which ha« 
already made great pxogr^s in it$ work, as^ 
the fcowge of Popery, or the Church of 
Rome, has efieded a confidcrable change 
among the followers of Mahcanct, and has 
enticed a multitude of Protcftants to cnlift 
under its banners. 

IV. Prophecies concerning the general dif- 
fwiicxi of the Gofpel— the ccmverfion of the 
Jews — the final triumph, of omr Lord, and 
the univerfal happinefs of his glorious reign, 
' — confidered as the accomplilhment of the 
original pix»nife made to Adani,--^as the 
ultimate meaning of the prophetic defcrip*? 
lions of the kingdom of the Meffiah, and at 
Hiiding to reconcile the diiFerent opinkxis c^ 
Jews and Chriftians upon this fubjeft^ - 



CLASS 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

The Promife made to Adam after the Fall-r^ 
ccnfidered as a Prophecy of general SaU 
vation by thf Meffiah^ thf Redeemer of the 
World, 

» ♦ 

JiJ it is the fa0iion of the prefent day»:i(i 
queftion the truth of the narrative of which 
this Fropdiecy forim a part, I muft entroil 
the reader to place the weight of hiftoric cvi* 
jdence againft the force of ridicule, before he 
ihinks himfelf at liberty to rejcdt it as falfe.-^ 
Without any reference to the authority of in* 
fpiration for fupport, he will find \the tcfti- 
mony of all antiquity more than a balance for 
the cavils of modern fc^pticifm. If it wwpc 
within the limits of this work, i% would be 
cafy to prove, that the earlieft annals of the 
femoteft ages— the various fyftcms of tho>- 
|dgy among the moft antient nations — the 

voice 
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voice of tradition, and the writings of philo- 
fophy, confirm the Mofaic hiftory of the fall 
of man, the antiquity of facrifices, the flood, 
and the general difperfion of mankind, beyond 
the poflibility of doubt. — ^And if the truth 
of this narrative can be thus eftabliflied by an 
impartial examination of fuch unconneded 
evidence, it c?in fcarcely remain a queftion in 
the mind of any one, who confiders the //»- 
p9jjibility that Mofes (hould obtain the know- 
ledge of thefe fa<5ls by any human means, 
and their fingular agreement with the prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian Religion — whether 
this narrative was written by infpiratibn ? — I 
may therefore confider the Divine authority of 
this narration, as flanding firm upon a mafs 
of external and. internal evidence, the com^ 
bined ftrength of which has never yd, been 
(haken ; whatever may be the aflcrtions of ig- 
norance or enmity, or however plaufibly the 
mifreprefenitatiohs of fome of the parts may 
feenito contradi<5l its claim to our belief. 

1 Notwithftanding the obfcurity which hangs 
over thefa firft pages of the Mofaic hiftory , 
the^reat truths, which it concerns us to know^ 
are dearly difcernibk. We may plainly fee, 
that God had revealed himfelf to Adam by 

. actual 
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aflual communications, previous to the fbr*^ 
feiture of his happinefs. The bleiiing pro- 
nounced, '' Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenifli the earth, and fubdue it"*— the 
authority given, ** Have dominion over the 
fiih of the fea, and the fowl of the air, and 
over every thing that moveth upon the earth** 
—the Jingle prohibition, *,* Of every tree in 
the garden thou mayeft freely eat ; but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good 1 and evil 
thou fhalt not eat of it** — and the awful de« 
nunciation of pimifliment in cafe of difobe* 
dience, ** In the day that thou eateft, thou 
flialt furely die,** fufEciently prove, that Adam 
was clearly informed of the exiftence of God, 
from whom himfelf and all things had re- 
ceived their being, and to whom himfelf and 
all things were confequently fubjedt; and 
thus was furnifhed with the. beft guide and 
fupport to reafon, and the ftrongefl defence 
againft the power of temptation. 

This important truth, which is confirmed 
by the whole tenor of Scripture, and of early 
hiftory, at once vindicates the juftice arid 
goodnefs of God, and dif^ys the heinous 
nature of man's tranfgreffion. It teaches us 

* Gen. ch. ii. 

to 



4^ fl^ Pnmifi made to Aitani. 

to confider the declared will of God, ds tfitf 
moft folid foundation of moral virtue; for if^ 
in his original ftate of innocence and pcrfec-* 
tion, man was not trufted to the diiflates of 
dedutSlions of his reafon, it furely looks lik<i 
extreme fdly to build in this our fallen ftate 
up6n the weak, uncertain ground of general 
expediency. ^-^hvA when we are affured, that 
God manifefted h^mfelf as God to the firft of 
the human race, before guilt had corrupted 
his nature, and perverted his reafon : we may 
aiTert, that this original Revelation of God to 
man, of his own exiftence, and of the rela** 
tion, in which man ftands to God, is alfo the 
foundation of all religion.— By thus deriving 
our knowledge of the Deity immediately from 
the Deity himfelf— not only through the me-* 
dium of his works, of which men know fd 
little, and judge fo ill-^and tracing our know^ 
ledge of the divine will through a feries of 
conjijlent prophecies, and inftr actions ^ and re-» 
cords ; Faith, Reafon, and Hiftory will unite 
to form that ** triple cord, which fhall never 
be broken** from the Anchor of our Chriftiari 
hope. — But I proceed to obferve, that Adanl 
confeffed both, his knowledge of the voice of 
God, when the confcioufnefs of guilt mad« 
him try to avoid his prefence, and hi* fear of 
the punifliment^ which had been previoujly 

threat- 
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threatened, when he faid» '' I heard thy voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid/* The inter«^ 
courfe therefore, which God had vouchfafed 
to hold with Adam in his ftate of innocence^ 
and the change^ which he experienced in him* 
felf on tranfgreffing the command, enabled 
him to judge pcrfedly of the Divine authority 
of that gradous promife of final Redemption^ 
which began the wonderful icheme of Pro- , 
phecy, and founded the hope of immortality 
upon the bafis of Revelation. 

And the Lj>rd Gad /aid unto the ferpent^ 
^caufe thou haft done tbii^ thou art curfei 
above ail cattle^ and above every beaft of the 
field. And I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman^ and between thy feed and her feed: 
it Jhall bruife thy head^ and thou fhalt bruife 
his heel^. — 

The language of this Prophecy is meta- 
phorical ; but the metaphors ufed in it are by 
no means of uncertain fignification *. — '•Tak^ 
ing the whole account of the fdl, as it ftands 
recorded in Scripture, it is clear that Satan, or 
the Evil Spirit, who affumed the form of a 

* Gen. iii. 14, IS. 

^ Sherlock on the Prophecies, Dif. IIL 

ferpent. 
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ferpcnt \ was the original caufe of all the 
guilt and mifery of man. " And the wo- 
man faid. The ferpent beguiled me^^and I did 
eat." Immediately, therefore, does thejuf- 
tice of God pronounce his doom *. The feed 
of the woman whom he had tempted to dif- 
d)e4ience, was to be inftrumental in executr 
ing his punilhment — z. puniftiment far more 
feverc than that, which difobedience had 
brought upon mankind. — Becaufe thou haft 
done tbis^ — / will put enmity between thee and 
the woman ^ and between thy feed and her feed : 
. itjhall bruife thy head^ and thou fhalt bruife 
his heel. — ^Th'us " in the midft of wrath, re- 
membering mercy," God was pleafed to 
communicate to our firft parents, in the fen- 
tence pronounced upon their cneftiy, fuch a 

^ St. Paul declarfes it was the purpofe of the Gofpel of 
Chrift *' to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
nefs to ligljt, and from the power of Satan unto God.'* 
Afls xxvi. 18. and in his Epiftle to the Romans xvi. 20. 
he refers to the promife made to Adam, " And the God 
of peace Siall bruife Satan under your feet fliortly." The 
fame Apoftic, ^ Cor. xi. 14. favours the interpretation 
of Patrick (fee his Commentary on the third chapter of 
Genefis, proving the v^otAfaraph to mean both di ferpent 
and an angel J ^ *' And no marvel, for Satan himfelf is 
transformed into an angel of light" — Eve might be thus 
** beguiled*' by him, who was *' a liar from the begin- 
ning." 

«B, C. 4O04. 

promife 




T^e Promife made to Adam. 

j^romife as would mitigate the im 
horrors of their own^ — ^Whcn they 
that the fuccefs of their adverfary was not a 
complete victory over themfelves, or their 
pofterity ; but that although there was to be 
a conteft for fupcriority, their pofterity (hould 
finally prevail, fome hope of reftoration to 
the loft favour of their Creator ^muft have pe- 
netrated the gloom of defpair. — They had 
exchanged happinefs, innocence, and life, for 
pain and forrow, fin and death. But this 
Prophecy, while it opened the profpedl of 
deliverance from ** the power of Satan, and 
of fin,*' encouraged them to place their truft 
and confidence in God, who could alone 
effedl it — it was at once an earneft of pardon, 
and a motive for exertion in their appointed 
warfare — it was the foundation of hope and 
gratitude — the incentive to penitence and 
obedience. 

Thus the light of Prophecy was propor- 
tioned to the wants of our firft parents, and 
was tranfmitted by them to their children, as 
a facrcd treafure of confolation amidft the mi- 
feries, which their (in had entailed upon them, 
and as a fecurity for the maintenance of reli- 
gion, on which their future happinefs de- 

voL. I. E pendcd. 



5a The Promife made to Adam. 

pended*— By what methods God intended to^ 
qffc(5t this wonderful reftoration to his favour^ 
he did not at that time reveal K This waa 

the; 

*Eve feems to haveexpefted her firft-borrt fcir would 
be the promjfea. Jeed-^ihi^ Redeemer from deaAf and. the 
Reflorer of happinefs — the MeJJiab, She called hira Cairr 
— fignifying ac^uijition, faying, *' I have gotten a man 
from the Lord,*' according to his promife. No reafon ia 
giren for the name of Abel, becaufe bis parents did not 
place inliira their hope of the promifcd feed, as they did 
in thi^ir firft-born Cain ; but ta the fon born after the 
deatlx of Abel, and the rejeftion and banifliment of Cain^ 
Eve gave the name of Seth, fignifying appointed; as ffie 
confidarcd this fon dA yubjliiuted hy God, to be the fcedr 
himfelf,i or the feed from whom the promified Saviour of* 
the world fhouJd come ; for,, whether the promife was to 
be fulfilled immediately, or at a remote diftance of time, 
they were not informed by the ProphecVr nor was thi* 
declared for many fucceeding generations, Lamech called 
the name of his fon Noah^ which fjgnifies re/i^ or r^frefb" 
ment after toil, or comfort ; *' Becaufe/* faid he, ** this 
fame ihall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our 
hands.*' It is to be obferved, that there was a general' 
curfe upon the earth for the fin of Adam, and fome have 
thought a particular curfe upon fome part of it for the fin 
of Cain. Lamech foretells ^ tliat in the time of this fon 
God would in great meafure take them both off— that he 
fliould be the reftorer of the world, after the flood pre- 
difted by Enoch (Enoch had named his fon Methu— /># 
dies — felali — the finding forth of watery fignifying, when 
he dies, the flood fhall come. See Bochart, 1, ii, c. IS.) — 
that he Ihould give rejl from confufion and defolation, and 
that the earth Ihould be bleffed to his pofterity. — Lamech- 
thepeforc,^ wi^h the profge^ of thefe jmighty changes be- 
fore 
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th* ftibjed: of fubfequent Prophecies, deli- 
verecf witlr progreffive clearnefs, and more 
drcufnftantial detail. This, as well as all 
tlie feries which followed, found its comple- 
tion when the Son of God appeared •* to de- 
ftroy die works of the Devil,'* when ** the 
head of the ferpfent was bruifed" by the con- 
quefl: of the powers of darknefs, and the re- 
demption of the world was effedled by the 
firfFcrings of Chrift; atid when He, who 
was in the moft proper and eminent fenfe 
** the feed of the woman /'not only withftood 
the temptations of Satan, but " caft out his 
evil fpirits, and faw him as lightning fall* 

fore him, might look to this fon for the completion of the 
promife made to Adam, or he might forefeethatyr^w hbn 
the promifed deHverer (hould proceed ; but that a deliverer 
from the miferies, which fin had brought upon the earth, 
was expeefad^ appears very evident. It is perfeftly con- 
fiftentwith the merciful difpenfationsof God's providence^ 
to fuppofe that thefe early Patriarchs, who feem to have 
fullered great hardfliips from the curfe upon the ground, 
were permitted to indulge the hope of a fpeedy accomplifli- 
me'nt of this promife ; God having been pfeafed to take 
Enoch tohimfelf, about fifty- feven years after the death 
df Adam', to fupport and comfort mankind in their ftate of 
iMortalityi with the affurance of a better life in another 
wotld. And it is therefore probable, that Enoch was 
tratift^tedin* fom^ fuch vifible manner as Elijah afterwards 
was, by a glorious appearance of the Shechinah^ or token 
*f God*s'fptcial prefence^ from whence angels were fent to 
conVfey him up to heaven. See Patrick's Commentary. 
E % from 
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from heaven." Thus, as the guilt of Adan* 
was tranfmitted to all his race, fo was this 
moft antient of the Prophecies, the harbinger 
of that atonement, which was to be made foe 
it ** when the fulnefs of time was come,'* 
and " God fent into the world his Son made 
of a woman';" that ** as by one man's difo- 
bedienee many were made iinners^ fo by the 
obedience of one many were made righteous;" 
and that ** as in Adam all die^. fo in Chrift all 
might be made alive/* 

That this commonly received interpretati^i^ 
is undoubtedly the true and antient interpreta- 
tion of the Jcwifli Church before the coming 
of Chrift, is clear from their commentaries 
on this part of Scripture. They referred the 
fulfilment of this promife to Chrift and io 
Satan, as plainly appears by the Targum of 
Onkelos, and the Targum of Jerufakm*^. In 

the 

^ Targum Is a Chaldee word, and figni£ie» a tranflation* 
It is in general appropriated by the Jews to the Chalde« 
paraphrafes of the Old Teftament. The firfl: Targums 
were compofed for the ufe of the common people, after 
their return from the Babylonifli captivity. The Targum 
of Onkelos on the Pentateuch is the moft antient now re. 
maining. Tt is rather a tranflation than a paraphrafe. It 
was antiently held in fuch high repute as to be read- al- 
ternately in the fynagogues witt the facred text. Next 

m 
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tlie latter the paraphrafe of the words ad- 
drefled to the ferpait is exadlly as follows. 
** It (hall come to pafs, when the fons of the 
woman (hall execute the commands of the 
Law, then they (hall wound thee in the head, 
and (lay thee. But when the fons of the wo- 
man (hall defert the commands of the Law, 
thou (halt bite them in the heel, and ftrike 
them in their weaknefs. There (hall, how- 
ever, be a remedy for the fons of the wo- 
man; but fdr thee, the ferpent, there (hall 
be none. It ihall come to pafs that they (hall 
wound each other in the heel, in the iaft 
days, in the days of Mcfliah the king^." 

ja purity of ftylc and antiquity is the Targum of Jonathan 
Ben Uzaiel. It relates to the works of the Prophets. Thefe 
Targums are allowed both by Jews and Chriftians to be as 
antient, if not, more fo, than the time of our Saviour* 
It is probable, that many of the gloffes and interpretations 
of the more antient Verfions^ that were in uCe immediately 
after the Bal;)y]onilh captivity, are infeited in them. Many, 
other Prophecies, in addition to thofe above mentioned 
concerning the Mefliah, are explained in thefe Targums, 
exaftly as they are by Chriftians. In addition to the 
fervice which they render fo evidently to the Chriftian 
jcaufe, they are of great ufe, as they contribute to eftablifli 
the genuinenefs of the Hebre\y text. This fubjeft it 
treated at large by Prideaux, vol^ ii. p. 413, 4^6, &c- 
'^ Critici Sacri, torn. i. p. 79. 

E .^ hi 
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In the fentcpce, pronounce^ by the Gpd pf 
infinite juftice and mercy upon pur firft pg-r 
rents, we fee the ground \yqr}c andjbftfig .of ail 
the Prophecies, It i? the foundation of the 
glorious hopp, in the fulfilment of )vhich, 
^ytxy d.cfcen,d^nt of Ad^ni has the ftrcmgeft 
i^terpft. It was the firft graciou§ intim^tioij 
of peape gnd deliverance, of redemption ^n4 
happinefs, given to f^len 2^nd miferable man 
— -the earlieft ray of ** the Sun of righteouA 
pefs*' which in the Jafl; (j^ys illumined 4 
guilty race, an4 fpread its light QV?r th^ 
IBfprld 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND, 

The Promifes made to Abraham refpedling bis 
Pojlerity and the MeJJiah. 

Abraham, it is well known, was the mod 
diftinguifhed of the Patriarchs,, the venerable 
anceftor of the Ifraelites, and Ifmaeh'tes, or, as 
they are now called, of the Jews and Arabs** 
His name is at this day celebrated throughout 
the Eaft ; and various writings and traditions, 
carefully preferved through the long lines of 
his pofterity, confirm and illuftrate the hif- 
tory^ which we find recorded of him in the 
CSd Tefiament. From this hiftory, every 
part of which is interefting, and almoft every 
circumftance prophetic, I have feledied one of 
the moft ftriking examples of the truth of 
, prophecy, ftill open to the eyes of man, and 

»Y.W. J?083. B.C. 19^1. 

B 4 which 
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which is alfo an important link in the chain 
of evidence, to prove its great defign. 

Abraham was the tenth in regular defcent 
from Noah, through Shem, to whoip the di- 
vine promife of peculiar prote(flion and 
blefling had been given, apparently as the 
reward of filial piety, and in whofe family 
the worfhip of the true God was preferved, 
amidft the idolatry of the other defendants of 
Noah ^ . At the efpecial call of the Almighty, 
\ Abraham left his native country Ur of the 
Chaldeans, in Mefopotamia, then beginning 
to be infeded by idolatry. And it was in 
Gonfequence of his faith in God, and ready 
obedience to his commands, that he was fa- 
voured with the promifes we are now to con- 
fider. 



* Upon the remarkable prophecy concerning Shen^, 
Ham, andJaphet, Gen. ix. the learned Jofeph Mede ob- 
ferves, Book I. Dif. xlviii. " that there never yet hath 
been 4 fon of Cham, who hath fhaken a fceptre over the 
head of Japhet/ Sem hath fubdued Japhet, and Japhet 
hath fubdued Sem, but Cham never fubdued either. And 
this fate was it, which made Hgnniba), a child of Canaan, 
cry out with the amazement of hi^ foul, I acknowledge 
the fate of Carthage." (See Livy, lib. xxvii, in fine.) 
Jnthe Hebrew language Shem fignifie^ renawmd^ Japhe^ 
enlarged^ dSi^ Canaan abje^^ ov humbkd. 

As 
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As this Prophecy forms, as it were, the 
grand outline of the building, the foundation 
of which we have examined in the former 
Chapter, I fhall endeavour to draw it out 
diflindtly, for the infpedtion of the reader, 
before his attention is called to the circumr 
jftances of its completion. 

'** Now the Lord had faid unto Abram 
[before the death of his father Terah] Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kin- 1 
dred, and from thy father's houfe, unto V \ 

land that I will Jl^ew thee : and 1 will make \ 

thee a great nation^ and I will blefs thee^ and > 

make thy name great ; and thou Jhalt be a blefl ' 

Jlng ; and I will blefs them that blefs thee^ and 
furfe him that curfeth thee ; and in thee Jhall 
all the families of the earth be bleffed. So 
Abram departed, as the Lord had fpoken 
unto him; and Abram was 75 years old when X 
he departed out of Haran, where Terah his 
father died^." — Upon his firft entering Ca- 
naan, " the Lord appeared unto Abram, and 
faid, unto thy feed will I give this land.^^ 
Some time after his return from Egypt, whi- 
ther he had been led by a famine in the land 
pf Canaan, with which, he muft by that time 

f Gencfis xii. 1 — 4?. 

have 



J 8 The Promifes made to Abraham. 

have been well acquainted, having pafled 
through it from north to ibuth, ** the Lbrd 
faid unto Abraham, Lift up now thine eyes, 
and look from the place where thou art [pro- 
bably the mountain on the eail of Bethel, 
5vhere he had pitched his tent, before he went 
into Egypt, and had built an altar unto the 
Lord] northward, and fouthward, and eaft- 
ward, and weftward : ferdll the Idnd lidhich 
ihoufee^^ to thee will I gin}e it^ and unto thy 
f^dfQf ever. And I, mil make thy Jeed as the 
ittfi of the earth; fo that if a man can number 
the diift (f the earthy tbenfhall thy feed alfaybe 
pmmbered. Arife, walk through the kftd, in 
tlie length of it, ^nd in the^ breadth of it 
{fearjefs of danger from its inhabitants] : for 
I will give it unto thee ^/* — ^Thefe promifes 
were, repeated after the vid:ory obtained by 
Abraham over the Kings, and his refufal of 
the fpoil offered him by ** Melchifedeck the 
King Q& Salem, and Prieft of the roc^ high 
God.^ The time of the captivity in Egypt 
was cxa<5tly predi6led ; the limits oi the land 
they were afterwards to poflefs, were exactly 
determined i and the nations they were to de- 
ftroy, were enumerated. ** Knonsdof aftirety^ 
that thy feed fhall be a fi ranger in a land that - 

* Geaefis. xiii. 14--»1T* 

is 
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is not tbeir^s, and Jkall ferve them; and they 
Jk<fU (^i^ ibem 400 years : and alfo that na^ 
tiqUj Vih^mtheyjballfervey mil I judge ^ and 
afterimrd jhall they come out with great fubm 
fiance. And thou (hak go to thy fathers in 
peace ; tl>ou (halt be buried in ^ good old age. 
But in the fQurth generation they ficdl come 
hither again : for the ini^ity of the Amorites 
is mt yet fuU.-^'Unto thy feed wili I give this 
Iwd^ from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river^ the river Euphrates. The Kenites^ and 
the Kenizzitesy and the KadmoniteSy and the 
Hittites^ and the PerizziteSy and the Rephaims^ 
and the Amorites ^ and the Canaanites^ and the 
Qirgajhites^ and the "Jebufites^.^ Abraham 
had as yet no fon to inherit thefe promifes 1 
but his faith in the word of God remained 
unihaken. When he was 99 years old [13 
years after the birth of Ifhmael] ** the Lord 
appeared again i^nto him, and faid unto kim % 
\ am the Almighty God : walk before me, 
and be thou pcrfedl. And I will make my 
covenant between me and thee, and will mulr 
tiply thee exceedingly. — Behold^ my cofvenaJit 
is with thee^ and thoufiDolt be a father ofm^rxy 
nations. Neither (hall thy name any more be 
called Abram ; but thy name (hall be Abra- 

•Genefisxv. IS— «1. 

ham: 
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ham: for a father of many nations have I 
made thcc. And I will make thee exceeding 
fruitful^ and I will make nations of tbee^ and 
Kings jhall come out of thee. And I will ejia^ 
Uijh my covenant between me and thee^ and thy 
fied after thee^ in their generations^ for an 
evetlajiing covenant ^ to be a God unto thee^ and 
to thy fefd after thee. And I will give unto 
thee, and to thy feed after thee, the land 
wherein thou art a ftranger, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlafting poffeffion, and I 
will be their G^i.— rSarah thy wife ihall bear 
thee a fbn indeed^; and thou fhalt call his 
name Ifaac : and I will ejiablijh my covenant 
with himyfor an everlajling covenant ^ and with 
his feed after him. And as for Ifhmael, I have 
heard thee; Behold I have bleJTed him — and 
will make him a great nation. But my cove^ 
nam will I ejlablijh with Ifaac^ whom Sarah 
thy wife (hall bear unto thee, at this fet time 

' In the early part of the hiftory the facred writer in* 
forms us, that " Sarah was barren, Ihe had no child.'* — 
The expreflion implies that Ihe laboured under fome na- 
tural defefi. Both Abraham and Sarah were far ad- 
vanced in age, when this promife was given ; fo that the; 
l^irth of Ifaac is reprefented in Scripture as a miraculous 
event. — ^* The Lord vifited Sarah as he had faid-^flie^ 
bore Abraham a fon — and Abrahanl was one hundred 
years old, when his fon Ifaac was born." Gen. xvii. 
aad xxir 
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in the next year K And when Abraham, tooa 
after the birth of Ifaac, was hefitating whe- 
ther he fhould comply with the requeft of 
Sarah, to fend lihmael away, ** the Lord faid 
unto Abraham — ^hearken unto her voice, for 
in Ifaac fhall thy Teed be called;" accompany- 
ing this command with an alTurance of pro- 
tedlion and blefling to his fon Iflimael. — 
When it had pleafed God to afford Abraham 
an opportunity of exhibiting the moft eminent 
example, of faith and obedience We can ima- 
gine in the power of man ^, thefe promifcs 
were renewed with yet greater folemnity, and 
more ftriking marks of approbation and fa- 
vour. ** By myfelf have I fvvorn, faith the 
Lord ; for becaufe thou haft done this thing, 
and haft not withheld thy fon, thine only fon; 
that in blefling I will blefs thee, and in muU 
tiplying I will multiply thy feed as the ftars 
of the heaven, and as the fand which is upon 
the fca-fhore, and thy feed fhall polTefs the 
gate of his enemies. And in thy feed JhaJl all 



« Genefis xvii. 1 — 21. 

* Abraham's trial may be fuppofed to be prophetic, even 
in the words, "God will provide for himfelf a viSim.'* 
Our Lord declares, *• Abraham rejoiced to fee my day, 
and he faw it, and was glad," John viii. 5Q. 

the 
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the nations of the earth be blejfed; becaufe thoS 
haft bbeyed my voice*/* - 

Little need be faid in explanation of thiff 
prophecy. ^A numerous pofterity to Abra- 
ham — z. reparation of the defendants of Ifaac 
from the reft of the world — a prefervation of' 
the worfliip of the t^ue God among this fe- 
kdted people — ^peculiar proteftion, direftion, 
and bleffing to be vouchfafed to them from: 
** their God** for ever, and the glorious privi- 
tege of giving birth to the Savioui* of thd 
wbjfld, are clearly predided- — -Thefe pi'oniifeai 
were renewed to Ifaac after the death of 
, Abraham, and to Jacob after he had obtained 
the bleffing fron> his father Ifaac, to Whicfc 
his brother Efau's unworthy refignation of 
his birthright had given him a claim ; and 
they were certainly uriderftood by thefe Fav 
ttiarchs, as confirming the traditicMi they had^ 
received from their fathers, of the reft6rati<Mi^' 
of univerfal bappinefs^ at feme future pe-' 
riod. 

We are now to look for the fulfilment of 
this compreherifivt Prophecy. — 'And here we 

^ Cenefis xxii. IS-^^IS. 

I may 
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may vtntore to appeal to every one at all ac- 
qtiakited with the fubfequertt hiftory of the 
children of Abraham, whether his miRcl ha» 
not already recognized that hiftory in thefe 
piedidlions ? The value of fuch involuntary 
teftimony to the truth and exaftnefs of Pro- 
phecy is obvious ; and if it be farther ob* 
ferved, tb»t every fucceeding predidicMi has 
its place in filling up this wonderful {ketch of 
the Divine defign, the ftrength, the hfir- 
niony , and beauty of the whole, muft irre-* 
fiftibly convince us, that it is the work of 
Gad. 

la the hiftories of the Arabs, and of the 
Jews, we find ample proof in every age, that 
the promife of a numerous, pofterity to Abra^ 
ham has been moft wonderfully fulfilled. 

As moft fatisfadory evidence concerning 
the IJhmaeliiiJh race of his defcendants, I (halt 
cite a very extraordinary paflage from an hif- 
torian, whofe enmity to the caufe of religion 
has led him to affert in one feritencc, what 
the power of truth obliged him to abfolutely 
deny in the next. His conceffions as to faBs^ 
anxioufly as he endeavours to ward off their 
eflped: upon every candid mind, by the fuppo- 
fition of caufes wholly inadequate to account 

for 
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for them, fiifficiently eftabliftx the multitudi. 
the antiquity i and the character of this literally 
lingular people— their uninterrupted indepen^ 
dence^ and their unchanging manners. And 
thus the truth and accuracy of this defcrip- 
tive^ Prophecy is confirmed by the involunf- 
tary teftimony of one of the moft artful 
opponents to the truth of Revelation* 

The doubt he has expreffed relatiye to their 
origin is undeferving notice, as it is unfup- 
ported by argument or authority; but the 
reader who is inclined to examine this point, 
and to enter more fully into the fubjefl: of 
this Prophecy, will find it clearly and con- 
cifely ftatcd by many writers, and particularly 
by Bifliop Newton. 

^ ** The perpetual independence of the 
Arabs has been the theme of praife among 
Grangers and natives ; and the arts of contro- 
verfy transform this Angular event into a pro- 
phecy and a miracle, in favour of the pofterity 
of Ifmael. Sonic exceptions, that can neither 
be diflembled nor eluded, render this mode of 
reafoning as indifcreet as it is fuperfluous : 

* Genefis xii. 16. 

^ Gibbon's Roman Hiftory, vol. v. chap. ^0. p. 17S 
—194. 

the 
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tKt kingdom of Yemen has been fucceffivcly 
fubdued by the Abyflinians, the Perfians, the 
Sultans of Egypt™, and the Turks": the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina have repeatedly 
bowed under a Scythian tyrant ; and the Ro- 
ittati province of Arabia ** embraced the pe- 

■* " It was fubdued A. t). 1173, by a brother of the 
great Sahdin, who founded a dynafty of Curds or Ayou- 
bites. See Guigne's Hiftoire des Huns, Tom. 1. p. 4J25, 
D'Herbelot, p. 477." 

,» ** By the lieutenant of Solyman I. a. d. 1538. and 
Selini II. 1568. See Canterair's Hift* of the Othman 
Empire, p. SO 1-^-221. The paflia who refided at Saana- 
commanded twenty -one beys, but no revenue was ever re* 
mtted to the Porte^ and the Turks were expelled about the 
year 1630. Niebuhr, p. 167, 168." 

® ** Of the Roman province under the name of Arabia,, 
and the third Paleftine, the principal cities were Boflra 
and Pctra, which dated their era from the year 105, when 
they were fubdued by Palma, a lieutenant of Trajan. 
Dion Caflius, 1, 68. Pctra was the capital of the Naba- 
thaeans ; whofe name is derived from the eldeft of the fons 
of Ifmael. (Genef. xxv. 12, &c. with the Commentaries 
of Jerom^ LeClerc, and Calmet.) Jufiinian relinquifhed 
a palm Country of ten days journey to the fouth of i£.lah 
(Procop. de Bell. Perfic. 1. i. c. 19.) and the Romans 
maintained a centurion and a cuftom-houfe (Arian in 
Periplo Maris Erythrsei,, p. 11. in Hudfon tom. i.) at a 
place (Ke£;x*) Kiwptio, pagus albus Hawara) in the territory of 
Medina. (IXAnville Memoire fur TEgypte, p. 243.) 
Thefe real pojjijftons and fame* naval inroads of Trajan^ 
(Peripl. p. 14, 15.) are magnified by hijiory and medals into 
the Roman conqueft of Arabia.'' Gibbon's Notes to the 
Decline and Fall, fcc— vol. v. p. 179. 

VOL. I. F culiar 



^ur ^jlicierP^rss in i^bich Ifmae| aid bit 
ibi^s mi^ h«v^ pitched their teats, in the fact 
of their hretbwi. 

Yei thefe exceptions are umporary and local i 

the bo^ of the nation h^ efcaped the yoke ^ 

the moji powerful monarchies : the arms of Se^ 

fofiris mi Cyrus^ of Pompey and Trajan^ 

(ould nev^r achieve the conquefi of Arabia; the 

prefent Sovereign of the Turks may exercife th^ 

^adow ofjurifdiBiony but bis pride is reduced to 

Jolicit the friend/hip of a people^ whom /< /V dan^ 

geroHS tQprwokey and fruit Isfs to att^ick. The 

$ifvi&us caufes of their freedom are inftfihei m 

the chara&er and country of the Arabf-^Theif 

fpirit is free^ their fieps are unconfned^ the de^ 

fin is Qpen^ and the tribes and families aa^e hdi 

^etfjcr by a mutual and voluntary compaSl^^^ 

The feparation of the Arabs frbm the reft of 

mAnkind has accujlomed them to confound the 

ideas ^ ft ranger and enemy- — They pretend^ 

that in the divijion of the earthy the rick and 

fertile climates were a^gned to the other 

branches of the human family^ and that the 

po/ierity of the outlaw Ifmael might recover y by 

fraud or force ^ the portion of inheritance ^ of 

which he had been unjuftly deprived. Accord-- 

ing to Pliny y the Arabian tribes are equally 

additled to theft and merchandize z the cara^ 

vans 
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'VMis thai iraverfe the ^fert are ranfor^i^i J^/r r, 
jiHiagid: 'ahd their nii'gkbours, Jitfce iAt re- 
Mte times of 3 oh dnd Sefojiri'i^ have been vit- 
iifHs of their rapacious fpirit—Whaieveir mdy 
be thi pedigree of the Arabs ^ their language ts 
lief iv'ed from the original Jlock with the ike^ 
brew^ the SyriaCy and Chaldean tongues — The 
fdrne hbf [vitality ^ whichwaspraBifedby Abrd^ 
haniy and celebrated by Homer y is fill renewed 
m the camps of ihe Arabs — The religion of the 
Arabs as well as of the Indians, confifted in 
the worfhip of the fun, the moon, and ftar$. 
—In a remote period of antiquity, Sabianifm 
was difFufed over Alia, bjr the fcience of the 
^€lhaldeanSj and the arms of the Aflyrians.— 
In the tradition of the creation, the deluge j and 
ihe patriarchs, they held a Jingular agreement 
with their Jewijh captives.— They appealed to 
the fecrei books of Adam, Seth, and Enoth. — 
Ff-oih Japan to Fetu, the ufe of fdcrifite has 
ttniverfally prevailed^. — The life of a man is 

the 

f There can hardly, be a doubt that facrifices were infti* 
iuted by the direftion oE God himfelf. It cannot be fup- 
pofed that Adam or Abel would h^v^ pj^efumed to kill any 
creature, or could fuppbfe the offering fuch a viftim, or the 
ihedding of blood (death being their allotted punifhment; 
and what they muft hold in abhorrence) would be accept- 
able to God, unlefs fuch a facrifice had been fpecially ap- 
pointed. It is not impoffible from the Apoftlc's expreffion, 
F 2 Heb. 
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the moji precious oblation to deprecate a public\ 
caUmityi the. altars* of Phenicia and Egypt, 
of Rome and Carthage, have been polluted 
with human gore. — The cruet firaSiice ijuas 
long preferved among the Arabs. — ^In the time 
of ignorance, the Arabs, like the Jews and 
Egyptians, abftained from the ufe of fwine's 
flefh ; they circumcifed their children at the 
age of puberty^; the fame cujioms^ without 
the cenfure or the precept of the Koran^ have 
- been flently tranfmitted to their poferity and 
profelytes.'^ 

The diftinguiflied pofterity of Ifaac, the 
child of promife, exhibits a yet more ftriking 

Hcb. xi. 4. ** Abel's facrifice was made acceptable by 
faith ;" that the defign of this inftitutiori, and the neceflity 
of the facrifice, which was to redeem the world, was re- 
vealed at the fame time ; and this conjefture is ftrength- 
ened. by the fimilar tradition, which is proved, by the 
recently difcovered Sanfcreet writings, tohaveexifted in 
the Eaft, in India, in times coeval, if not prior, to the 
time of Mofes. God teftified his acceptance of the facri- 
fice, by fire from heaven, or (as is more probable during 
the times of the conftaiit, or fiated appearance of the 
iShechinah, or divine fplendor of light, by which God 
manifefted his efpeciai prefence) by a flream of flame 
from the vifible glory of the Lord, which burnt up the 
facrifice. See Patrick's Commentary upon Genefis, vol. i^ 
C. iv. 
« Ifmael was circumcifed at this age. 

example 
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example of the accurate fulfilment of this 
Prophecy, Jacob removed into Egypt with 66 / 
perfons : When Mofes gave an account of the 
condition of the Ifraelites in Egypt, he de- 
clared, that after the death of Jofeph •• they 
were fruitful, and increafed abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed mighty, and the land 
was filled with them." At their departure 
from Egypt they amounted to 600,000 men ' 
able to bear arms, exclufive of old men, wo- 
men, and ^children, fo that the whole pumber 
may be computed at two millions '. During 
their journey to the promifed land, Balaam 
the Prophet exclaimed, when fummoned to a 
high place by Balak, " to curfe him a people, * 
who covered the face of the earth" 39 years 
after their departure from Egypt, ** Who can 
count the duft of Jacob, and the number of 
the fourth part of Ifrael ?** And Mofes, re- * 
marking their increafe with a reference to the 
promife made to Abraham, faid, addreffing 
himfelf to the people on a fubfequent occafion, 
"Behold, you are this day as the ftars of' 
heaven for multitude/* 

When David in the pride of his heart num- 
bered his people, his fubjedls fit to bear arnvs 

» See Patrick's Commentary. 

F 3 amounted 
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and v?iiy . widely d^rcnt (torn .every othef 
people upon the face of the gk4«, in perfon,* 
manners^ laws, and religion* 

. The third point in the Prophecy, that **'the' 
worfli^p of. the- true God (hould. be prtferved 
among' this- lelefied people/^ is neceilarily 
conneded with the fourth, relating to *^ the 
peculiar protedion, diredion, and blcffing.to 
be vouchfafcd to .them from their Gk)d/* and 
r (hall briefly confider them togctheir.t^It is^ 
well known, not only from Scripture, . but 
from the teftimonies of Jofephus, Cheremon* 
Manetho, and Sanchoniathon, that the reafoA 
afligned by the Hebrews. to Pharaoh for their 
iFcqueft to go three days journey into the wil- 
demefs, was, that they might worfljip- the 
Lord their God-^the God of their fatherst-^- 
That foctti ^fter they had been- refcued froni 
their Egyptian bondage by a. feries - qf mira*^: • 
cks, .Mofeq eftablifhed the law ^^ witKiigny; 
and wonders, and mighty deedst^* which diiJ»^ 
reifts, even to the* manuteft circumftrooesy 
their civil ♦pi^ity, -religious worftiip, and piiff 
vgite condikil ; and promifes conditional blefsir> 
lags 'and threatens conditional puniihcnentSitcr 
obedience and idifobedi^nco, whichv^as we^ 
fhali find hcrea^er, Jt^ere invariably perform*^ 
fid— Tha^ this people- drove out .the >4nhabiw 
' ;. * ants 
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mM of the land of Ganaan (who had then- 
fiHed up the meafure of their iniquities) with- 
iignal marks of fupcrnatural ^wer, and <xxi^ 
tinued there under iignfai marks of fupema- 
toital prote6lion,'till their litis eT^iled.them for 
70 years to Babylon— ^Th&t there was a fuc- 
ceiikm of Prophets from Mofes to Malachi, 
who maintained the worfliip of the true^God 
amcmg a part of the nation, even when moft 
aiddii^ied to idolatry, and foretold events near 
as w^ll as remote, to prove the authenticity of 
their midion, and recall the infatuated people 
to the worfliip of the Lord Jehovah — ^and 
that fince their return from the BabyloniCh 
captivity, this people, prone, as they had 
ever been before, to worfliip the C^ods of the 
heathen, have never once departed from the 
worfliip of ** their Go3;^ and the obfervance' 
<rf fbeir hw. — Now coaikkring the vi(tt)Ie 
tokens of the Divine p^dence and<^pro(e(!%ion, 
with)which they were fevoured, previbus to 
the captivity, and that thde were in a great 
njeafure withdrawn after the building of the ' 
fecond temple, which had 4ieither the cloud ' 
afui glor}r that overfliadowed the Ark, nor the 
UrioL sod Thommim, by ^ whidi the High : 
Pricft -received an anfwer from God to the,en* , 
quiries:he was authorized to tnake, and' that 
f' no Prophet arofcin Ifrael" for 400 yearsj 

i. e. 



i. e. ^<mi Ma}a«hi to John the Ba{»tifti 
CQ^fideripg too the diiFercnce of natiooil 
drciinoAftnees^ w^f^ thiag in one cafe tend* 
ing to. prefopve them m their oi;im land, ^apart 
ftomtveiy either pfiopk; and la the otha,. 
evcjjy tWipg tending: to. mingk them, te^ 
il^^e^, oUtQift?^ :«t)d ti^ers^ with the nations 
who hSjVe conquered them, and among whom, 
they h»ve dwelt »nd fuifered fince their ge^^ 
rm^ di^pef flon ;-^th^ former prevalence o£ 
i(i#l4tfyv and the latter inflexihle adherence 
t0 their lawv eqiially^ contradift all our no- 
tk>ii^ o| ^hability* arifing &om human e^^ie^ 
rienee. 

>S%jM: tbm^ihaU we fwk for an expls^^ 
of thie: unifcrai, t^s^^weaiderful Angularity of' 
fale aod*c!haiMi6la! ?^ Ijht is written in: this pro-- 

nSt^i, " Jif XH1» fcER© SITALL ALL THE NA- 
i:i:QMt: 0*^ TUB. BAATir BJ5. BLESSED." To^ 

this fteoplo was affig^^ as- we have feen, the^ 
glpfieuii priydege. oF giving birth to the Sa*< ^ 
v««r of the wirld ; and I tnift the evid^u:e^ 
vrhicb iKiU be pnxiiimd as we proceed in this 
worfci wilL indubitably; prove, that this Pro- 
phecytwas? dbarly? aecDQipUflied in the birth- 
of Jpfug: of- Nassareth — th^ Chrifl>— the 
S$»ii (^ Qodr^whoie name, be blefled for 

; With 



With refpedfc to the continuance of this 
Wixiderful diftin(!2ion from the birth of the 
Meiliah to the prefen^ ii^uj:, we muft look to 
fucceeding Prophets for as clear an explana- 
tion as we can obtain from them, relative to 
events which are not y^ fulfilled. The ever- 
laiting covenant which God was pleafed to 
make with Abraham and to his feed for ever, 
to be their Q^d,. ^4 ^^g^^ve th^nfi the land of 
Canaan for an everlafling poflefSon^ would 
fufHciently account for this continued fepara- 
tioi^ item t^e td^ o£\ the \K9rkl,; and thie 
marked diflin<Stioh mighi^ be considered as a 
fufficient pledge of the future accomplifti- 
j^ein| (^ ^h/%^^ othei; ^i;ophecies, rdatiiv^tq 
t^. r^ur% 9/ %k^ J?\ys tp (iheir own, 1»^ 
l|l^t w(j ar(j^^ntlv9«i;fed tp.b^y.eye, that thpy; VC!^ 
thji^ ^j^^xvfi^tQ be yet further inftrujpftotajlf: 
t«. \K?' e3^eGU^^<jn^9f tl»e §jr?a< de$gT> of y wix<rn 
f^i^^ fi^lX^tji^i^. Apd,t;hi|s wjU tfei§, fiopheqf 
^^f to CTO^^i, the pecjuli^i: coyea?|j$ }^i^ 
t^ chi){lren qf A'?rah^m> tp th? fin^ 4^ye-5; 
l^eW/Jft?^ *Jti^^ I?3iyAeries^ pf Qod, (jQncenjkf. 
UjLg tljg. p^eftjnt wqrld . The corWidcr^tion» q£- 
te 1^^% W^^ hpwever ,bp iejfc.rr,ed. tp the. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

The Promife, given by, Mqfe^ ^^ .amibix 
Lawgiver. . , . 

1 HE Lord thy God will raife uji unto ikee 
d Prophet Jrom the midjl of ihee^ of thy 
brethren^ like unto me; unto him ye jhafl 
hearken^. According to all thai thou di- 
Jtredji of the Lord thy God in lioreb\ in the 
day oj the ajfemhly^ f^yi^g^ ^^^ *^^ ^ot hear 
again the 'voice of the Lord my God\ neither 
let me fee this great f re any ihon^ that I die 
not. And the Lordfaid utiio me^ They have 
well faid that which they have fjioken. I 
will raife thefn up, a Prophet from among 
their brethren^ like unto thee\ and will put* 
my words in his mouthy and he Jhall fpeak 

• Y.W. 2513. B.C. 1491. 

unto 



9f amtberJjtmgjiaser. - ^^y 

vnt» them ail that Ifludl ^ommnnd turn. And 
it Jhall came to /lafs^ that whofoever will net 
hearken unto. my.words\ which he jliall /peak 
m my name^ I will require it of him \ 

It is fuppofed by fime learned Chriftians, 
and by the Rabbis of the later ages, that 
Mofes in thefe words intended to prefignify 
the whole iucceflion of Prophets, who after 
him arofe among, the Jews. The antient 
Jewifh church underflood the expreilions at 
the conclufion of the 3ook of Deuteronomy^ 
" And there arofe not a Prophet like unta 
^Jofes,'* as immediately refierring to the Mef- 
iiah* Indeed this opinion was fo firmly efta* 
blUhed, that we find th,e learned Jofes and 
Akiba, two eminent Dofiors of the Law, who 
iiouriihed in the reign of the Emperor Adrian, 
exprefsly afTerted, '' that a Prophet like unta 
Mofes, or one greater, muft at fome time 
arife ; and that Mefliah the King will be like 
unto Jiiin, or greater than he was ^" ^Thc 
former of thefe interpretations is not however 
inconfiftent with the latter. The Prophecy 
may in it« firfl and general fenfe point out a 
fuccefBon of Prophets, though in its principal 

. *» Deut. xviii. 15,16.17,18,19, 
* Chandler*s Defence, of Chriftianity, p, S07, 

2 anci 



"^ The nm^^hm fy Mfes 

Irf^ ultfftWte KfiR it ifrdints t9 thfc l^feMk. 

BBt dij o^^ i?tdJviausi>Ki>phfet is eKiviy mch:. 

f tefied ift thft oi»igit«l rttW^W ffei^, Sira a^ tltb 
conftant lAter^i-ifafMH 6f «e cafly JtlWah 
church refers the accomplifliment of this 
PtxSf)htey to thfe jip^aAcfe of flit Mfeflkh, 
W6 migfe^ f fhirflfv r^ft fiHsfiiSd th&t //&/> fs 
Ifeii tiiit hY^Anifig ef thd prShii^; if \^eMd 
fi6 6th*t' &utftt#{ty ; afid iM evidence ih fi^ 
V6uf 6f ffits inf«r|ifetSfi6n \<^iH fuWiy ap^ 
ifieorttfovtei-fiblci wh^ w6 ftfrther coAfid^r thp 
pWHcliIaf, tfofe, irid l!i-ikiiVg rtftftibliiidt, 
Whteh fubfifts b6t#edn IViofes /nd G-WriA'. 
St. ^e^^rt irtd S?. Fiter d€fl^rAf thaf ;j6ili 
ChfifTWjts th^ Fr6]^tfdt' fareWId By Mcrfts j 
fthd our Lord hiittfelf afrpeafs io ha^e had <ii6 
Jjaflkge befort Merifidtied in \\€W, v<^heri Ke 
faid, " If ye had believed Mdfts, ye woul^ 
have believed me, ft* he wrote of me." 

"the refemblaiice between Mofts and Ghrift 
h fo very ftrong, that it- is impdffible to con* 
fider it fairly and carefully, without acknow^^ 
ledging fhat he muft be foretold, where he iS 
fo well defcnbed. 

The firft great point of refemblance is, 
Mofes was a Lawgiver, arid the mediator of 
a covenant between God and man': Chrift 

was 

5 



ilto thff txaediator ^f a better coV€tidtttt^t^ 
which was effa^fliQd by the fiKrifioe of buUt 
and gottu. The one was fnortal^ the other 
divine; the one porforsnod a imdiatorid of* 
fice that was temporary Siod tranfient^ the 
other '^ ever iiveth ta make interccffioa for 
us/' Other Fn^ihetd were caily imierprettys 
and enforcers of the Law^ and ki this refpeH 
were gxeatiy inferior to Moles* Thit id of 
itfelf a fufficient proofs that a fuccefimt of 
Prophets could not be/o/e/y alluded to. The 
perfpn.whowas to be raifed opt could nee be 
irke Mo&s in a ftrii^ fenie, unlefs he. were a 
Uf^aiiOi — ^he muft give a law to mai^nd^ 
aod confeq^ntly a more excdlrat hew ; . for if 
the&rft had been perfe<5):,. as the Author of 
the £pi£de to the Hebrews argueSy there could 
have been no room for a fecond. Chrift wa» 
fhis legiflator, who gave a law more perfed in 
its nature^ more extenfive in its applicatioo, 
and more glorious in its promifes and rewards. 

Oth^ Pjxjphets Itad revdations in-dr^suns 
and vi£oiis---4)ut Mofes talked with God &oe 
to ittce. Chrift fpakc that which he had feeh 
with the Father. Mofes and Chrift are the 
only perfons recorded in facred Hiftory^ who 
had this immediafe commisnication with God. 
Mofes delivered his people from cruel op- 

preflio^ 
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prefl&m and heavjr bondage— thrift ftoiA fh* 
far worfe tyranny of Satan and fin-^ Mofe< 
contended with the magicians, and had the 
advantage over diem io mani&flly, that they 
could no longer withftand him, ' but were 
forced to acknowledge the divine power by 
whidi he: was afliftcd-*-Chrift ejecHfed evil 
fpirits^ and received their acknowledgments, 
l)oth of the dignity of his nature and the im-* 
portance of his miffion. 

Mofcs afTured the people whom he con- 
ducted, that if they would be obedient, they 
ihould enter into the happy land of Promife, 
which land was ufually underftood by the 
wifer Jews to be an emblem and a figure of 
that eternal and celeftial kingdonl, to which 
the Meffiah was to open an entrance^— Chrift 
brought life and inunortality to^ light, and 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers^. 

Mofes wrought a great variety of miracles, 
and in this particular the parallel is remark* 
able : - fince befides Chrift ** there arofe not a 
Prophet in Ifrael like unto Mofes, whom the 

^ Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. i. 
p. gQO. Newtou on the Prophecies, vol, i.'p. 156, 

Lord 



of another Lawgiver. ^ Si 

^rd knew face to face» a^ all the figns^and 
the wonders whith the Lord fenthrm to da// 
Mofes was not ocAj a lawgiver, a pro|^ieti 
atid^a worker of miracles, but a- king' and. a 
pridl. He is called king% andibe had;ii^ 
deed, though not the pomp and. the crowbi and 
the iceptre, yet the authority of ^ a king, and 
was the fuprone nmgiilrate j and the office 
of' prieft he ofteia ^ex^cifed. In all theie o(& 
fices the refeiublance betweea Mi^s.aiid 
Chrift was ftrikbg and exa<^. -; ^'■ 



Mofes fed the people miraculoufly in ths 
wildemef&-^ClDurifi:«wi^^^ bireadandiwithlctbc* 
ttfmer) 'and the itemna which defcended imm 
heavto, and the Mava ^hich Xhrcft 'xmiltii 
plied^fwere prc^ie)r4mages oi^the fpiricu^ 
food which the Sdvlc&tr of the world beftowed 
apon}hisr.difdpIei^\. ~ 

:Mofes» foretold the calamities that would bew 
fal his nation for their difobedience — ^Chrift 
predided the fame events, fixed the precife 
tipde, and enlarged upon the previous and 
fubfequent dfcumflancGS* 

*'Deut. xxxiii. 5. 
, VOL. I. O Mofes 
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\ nMofc^ fipfe ami appointed 70 Eiciora t^_ 
jpucfidc rowr. tfee |»eGple-f-Chrift chafe thr 
$ssM ^^wh^T of Difcipks.' MoiSss fent iz 
men *o;fp5r'outthc l^od which was t^be QoOif 
quctedj—Chrift ibtt his. la Appftles into thf 
avorki. to fobdue it by a more glorious ami 
inifaqibasncoiaciucft/ -Mofea interceded far 
t]:anfg;rcfibf8, :^d caufed an ^anement to be 
made for i\mm, and flopped jute wrath of God 
bjEilifting^up the brazen ierpeofcia the wiUeri^ 
nefs — Chrift was bimfelf lifted up^ and wai 
the atonement for the whole world. 

^\ .'j III i**v"l . . )" w 'TT'.' ' .. .. '. 

- orMdies^iisftkuteci thtf:Faffimr^xvheA.a Jbmab 
was faoiificod^! ncbe of . wJoofe f bbnbs wfsm» 
be:;hrDkda> ind wfaofe: .bi6od pioted^vlhe 
j^esajApiiixQaii^dk^^ was/hyiBiie^^ 

diat P^dby Lamb"^ :M(>i£S. 1yd a. iieqr 
wicked and perverie generatiiqdnraiiftodria 
his care; and, to enable him tarulethotn^ 
miraculoas p$xwf xs were i;iir<^ to^ kunj^^and 
he ufed iii^ ijitmof): endmvours to roake: dfie 
people obedient to God* and to fave.llicin 
from juia; but in yaint ii^the fpao^ of 40 
years they all fell in thB..vikkcne& cxEcpt 
two — Chrifl: alfo was given to a generation 
notlefs wicked ^dpcrverfc; his inftrudlions 
and his miracles were loi^ upon them ; and 
■ • --' . ^ . • in 
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in about the fame fpace of time aft^r th«y had 
rejefted him, they were deftroyed; • ' * — 

Mofes was very meek, above all the meri 
that were ujybn the face of the earth — Chrift 
was meek and lowly ; mildnefs, patience^ and 
refignation were confpicuous in all his ae^ 
tions ; he fubmitted with the moft perfedl 
compofure of mind to every indignity; wheri 
he was reviled, he anfwered not again, but 
refigned himfelf to him who judgeth rightly. 
., . , . • * 

The people could not enter into the land <Sf 
promife till Mofes was dead — ^by the death of 
Chrift •* the -kingdom of heaven was opened 
to believers.-* "^ ^ ' 

" In the death of Mofes and of Chrift there 
is alio a refemblancd of fome of the circum- 
ftances. - Mofes died in one fenfe for the ini- 
quities of his people: it was their rebellion, 
which was the occafion of it, which ^Kvt 
down the difpleafure of God upon them and 
upon Tiim : •* The Lord,*' faid Mofes to 
flictn, ** was angry with me for your fakes, 
faying, Thou (halt not go in thither, but 
thou (halt die^" Mofes therefore wenr up 

^ Dcut. I. S7. '^' 

Q i in 
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in the fight of the peoples to the top of 
McSiint NejDO, and there he died, when he 
.was in perfcdl vig6ur, ** when his eye was 
|iot dim, nor his natural force abated.** — 
Chrift fuffered fbr the fins of men, and was 
kd up in the prefence of the people to Mount 
Calvary, where he died in the flower of his 
age, and when he was in his full natural 
ftrength. Neither Mofes nor Chrift, as far as 
<we may colled from facred Hiftory, were ever 
fick or felt any bodily decay or infirmity, 
which would have rendered them unfit for the 
toils they underwent. Their fufierings were 
of another kind* 

As Mofes a little before his death promHed 
the people that God would raife them up a 
Prpphe^ like unto hinr-^fo Chrift^ taking 
leave of his afflifted Difciples, told them, 
•* I will not leave you comfortlefsj I will 
pray the Father > and^he Ihall give you another 
Comforter/* 

Mofes exprefsly declares, *• that it (hall 
come to pafs, tha^ whofoever will not hearken 
unto my words which the Prophet fhall fpeak 
in my name, I will require it of him.** The 
Jews rejedted Chrift, and God rejedled them. 
In the whole courfe of the hiftory of the Jews 

there 
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^rc is no inftance recorded, where, in the 
cafe^f difobedience to the warnings pr, ad vice 
of any P/ophet, fuch terrible calamities en* 
iued, as thofe which followed the rejection of 
theMefliah*' The overthrow .of the Jewifli 
empire, the dbftru£tion of fo many Jews at the 
liege of Jerufalem, the difperfipn of the fur* 
viving people, and the hiftory of the Jew? 
down to the prefent day — calamities beyond 
tncafure and beyond example — fulfilled the 
Prophecy of Mofes« 

Is this fimilitude and correfpondence in ib 
many particulars the efFeift of mere chance ? 
Let us fearch all the records of univerfal hif- 
tory, and fee if we can find a perfon who was 
fo like to Mofes as was Chrift, and fo like to 
Chrift as was Mofes. If we cannot find fuch 
a one, then have we found him of wham 
Mofes in the Law and the Prophets did write, 
*• Jefus of Na?arath, the Son of God*." 

The great dcfign of this Prophecy feems to 
have been to intimate to the Jews, that at fome 
future time fome new lawgiver would arife, 

« I am indebted for moil of the preceding circum* 
fiances of refemblance to the learned and judicious Dr. 
Jortin. See his Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. i. 
p., 200^ ^c. 

^ * ^ 3 - ** like 
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* • life utrto Mofcs ;" and confaquently it mtift 
appear, that his Law was not to be of perpe^. 
tual oWigation; but was ints^nded to be fiiper* 
fcdcd hy one that was to be of the greateft 
eonfequcnce to mankind ; as the Almighty 
announced its future promulgation, even at 
the time when he gave his cxprcfs commands! 
to his thofcn petfple. The Law of Mofe< 
was confined to the children of Ifracl 5 the 
Law of Chrift was univerfal, defigned tq 
illuminate every part of the earth, and to ful- 
fil the promife originally made to Adam, 
and repeated to Alw^^ham* The promife of 
anjcrthet Lawgiver and Prophet was a conti* 
Duation of the great chain of Prophecy, in^ 
tended to kc^ in the view of the contennpo^ 
fnries.^f Mofes'and the fuccecding genera- 
tions, thc/aflurance of the coming of the 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

The Fulfilment of th£ conditional Promifes and 
Threats pronwnced by Mofes to 'the Ifrael^ 
ites. 

IF we confider Mofes as a patriot, an hifto- 
rian, a philofopher^ and a founder of a ftatc, 
independently of his charadter as "a Pro- 
phet and a Teacher fent from God*," it will 
be acknowledged that he ftatids unrivalled iil 
the annals of mankind. Of all lawgivers h^ 
was the moft virtuous and the moft fublime. 
In times of the moft remote antiquity, when 
the groffeft corruption of manners a!nd the 
moft irrational and cruel fuperftition prevailed 
in all the furrounding nations, this great Le- 
giflator arofe to confirm his countrymen in 
the worlhip of the true God, and give them 

• Y.W. «l«. B.C. I4tl. 
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a rule of conduft, in which religious, moral, 
and civil duties were {p jntipnately blended, as 
to preclude any atterapt-toi^arate them, an4 
to which their defcendants have continued to 
adhere for above 3200 years. His laws arc 
tranfmitted perfe<5k 4o the prefent age, wjiilft 
nothing remains of the produdlions of pthejr 
legiflators but a few fragments aqd the narrie^ 
of their autbprs. A great part of the inha- 
bitants of the globe revere them, and have 
adopted t];iem in many points into theij: qwn 
civil and rejigiQus inftitutions. 

But it is not poffible to account for the fu-. 
pefior wifdom^, the perfcift cpnfiftency,. and 
the lingular fate of the laws of Mofes, with- 
out t|ie ^cknowledgenrient that he received 
them, by an efpecial revelation for an efpecial 
purpofe, from God hitr^felf. The uninter- 
rupted attachnjent indeed of the Jews, and 
the general veneration in vvhich Mofes and his 
laws have ever been held, have arifen from 
th? perfuafion, tl^at thif great Legiflator was 
divinely infpired : a perfuafion founded upoi^ 
the fublime nature of his laws, the mifacle^ 
he wrought tqejftablifli in his countrymen the 
belief of theif divine origin, the folemn 2,vA 
tremendous fand:ions which he prophetically 
annexed in confirmation of tb^ir divine autho- 
rity, 
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tky, and \^^ fulfilment of .the conditional pro- 
mifes and threats to which every age has fuc- 
ecflively borne witnefs. This laft circum- 
ftance may be coniidered as proving not only 
4he divine miffion of the Jewifh Lawgiver, 
but as proving alfo the conftant fuperintend- 
ance of God over the people he had chofen** 
to diftingui(h by this peculiar difpenfation, 
according to the promife, which, as we have 
feen, was given to Abraham. To this point 
then we fhall at prefent confine our attention^ 

Mofes, after he had delivered particular in-» 
ilru£lions relative to political and religious du- 
ties, and had fixed the particular punifhmenCs 
and rewards which were befl calculated to le- 
cure public order and domeflic happinefs, 
pronounced in the moft explicit terms to the 
Ifraelites, that profperity, peace, and abun- 
dance fhould be the certain national rewards 
of their piety and obfervanqe of the Divine 
commands; and that mifery and war, at- 

> " The Lord thy God hath chofen thee to be a fpecial 
people unto himfelf, above all people that are upon<the 
face of the earth. The Lord did not fet his love upon 
you, norchoofe you, becaufe you were more in number 
{han any people ; for ye were the feweft of all people; but 
becaufc the Lord loved. you." jpeut.vii.6y 7, 8* Sec 
likewife 1 Cor. i. 27. Jaincg ii, 5. - n 

toidec) 



tended with every {)ublic calamity ited prlyatier 
afflidliqo, (hould be the certain natfonal pu- 
nifhments of their difobedience, Predidlion^ 
in general do not include fuch an alternative ^ 
lln^ they have commonly a view to one fixed 
train of events, and to no other. But we here 
find a twofold condition propbfed, : and th^ 
event was to be determined by the n^nntr in 
which the Ifraelites (hould afdl — •* I call hea-* 
ven and earth to record this, day againft you,** 
laid their great Lawgiver, ** that I have fet 
before you life and death, bleffing and curfing; 
theref<^ cboofe life, that both thou and fliy 
feed majr live:**.. The fandkions thus Muiexed 
to tl^. objed:$. of choice arc peculiar to tho 
laws of Mofcs. . Other lawgivers had a view 
Qttly to Ae iiritnediate puniflimenfr of any in*^ 
dividusJ iubjcd:; — the Hebrew Legiflator 
goes rAueh farther j his declarations arc ex- 
tended to the future fortunes of his people in 
their Colleftivc and national capacity. Ho 
marks out the -parecifc mode in which they 
were afterwards to be happy or miferable, 
and the particular circufnftances in which 
they wete to be involved in the courfe of a 
long ferieS of ages, ' No legillator, who was 
jaotinfpired, could poffibly have anticipated a 
hiftory fo Angular, fo faithful, and fo mi-^ 
nutely accurate. 

A fcene 
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A lc«Oe of wonder is here opened to its.; 
for in the. awful declarations of this Propbecjr 
we read the complete account of the moil re«* 
markable events in. the hiftcMry of the Jews, 
It is a recital, that agrees exadly with their 
(Ubfequent fituatioos, at various periods of 
tinie extremely remote, from the date, of the 
Prophecy^— a recital that hfs np reference or 
application what<?ver to any othier people* 
Nq nation was fo peculiarly cii'cumflanced, 
IX) one was fo diftinguiflied from the reft of 
mankind by remark^le laws, govemmcntt^ 
ciliftoms, and charadTen The conduiion 
therefore is obvious, that at the time whea 
Mofes flouri(hed, he could not iiave the 
example of any other nation before his eyes^ 
wlK^fe viciflitudes of fortune fumiflied any 
groands for the conditions he propofed to his 
countrymen. The uncommon fate of an 
uncommon nation is pronounced at a diftancje 
of time, \vhen no reach of human forefight, 
no calculation of chances could poflibly ex* 
tend to the fucceffive and diftant events of 
their hiftory. 

A commentary on this Prophecy of Mofes 
is the hiftory of the Jews brought down from 
their eftablifhment in Canaan to the prefent 

tiiiies. 



9S Fulfilment of the Pf^mifes and 

times; Referring to authentic writers^ for 
more particular completions of it$ other 
parts, wc haften, in conformity to the con- 
lined plan of this work, to fclc6t: fomc of 
thofe great events, and moft ftriking circum* 
ibnccs, which ieentied. to have prcffed mod 
forcibly upon the mind of the great Law* 
giver of Ifrael, and which are }lluflrations of 
the following declarations **• 

' BleJfedJfiaU &e the fruit of thy body^ and the 
fruit of thy ground^ and the fruit of thy cattle ^ 
and the increafe of thy kine^ and the fiocks 
cf thy Jheep. BleJJed fliall be thy bajket and 
thy fiore. And the Lord Jkall make thee 
plenteous in goods ^ in the fruit of thy body^ 
and in the fruit of thy cattle^ and in the fruit 
of thy ground^ in the land which the Lord 
fmuare unto thy fathers to give thee. The 
Lord jhall open unto thee his good treafure^ 
the heaven to give the rain into thy land in his 
feafony and to blefs all the work of thine 
hand: and thou jlialt lend unto many nations ^ 
and thou Jhalt not borrow • 

■ * Patrick's Commentary on the Bible, vol. iix. Par- 
ker's Commentary, vol. v. p. 551. Jackfo^'s Works, 
vol. i. p. 95?. ' 

• * Deut, xxviH. 4, 5, 11, 1£. Lcvit. xxvi. 3, 4, f». 

If 
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. If ye walk in myfiututes^ and keep, my com- 
mandments^ and do them; then I will give you 
rain in due Jeafon^ and the land Jhall yield her 
increafe^ and the trees of the field Jhall yiel4 
their fruit: And your^ thre/hing Jhall reofh 
unto the vintage^ and the vintage Jhall reach 
unto the Joxving-time : and ye Jhall eat your 
bread to the full^ and dwell in your lastd 
fafely. 

When the IfraeUtes obtained poiTedion of 
the promifed land, thefe' affuranccs were re- 
alised ; they found the foil favourable to the 
produftion of the various fruits which are 
common io the Eaft, and well adapted to 
pafturage and agriculture. As their num* 
bers were confiderable, they found it neCef- 
fary to ptadlife every method by which the 
various ^fruits of the earth could be beftcuki* 
vated, and produced in the greateft abun* 
dance. Their labours were crowned with 
fuccefs. Such was the plenty of corn in one 
period of their hiftory, that they were not 
only fumiftied with a fufEcient quantity for 
their own confumption, but were enabled to 
fupply the Tyrians with it. The woods and 
aromatic plants were favourable to the increafe 
of bees, and olives thrived in the dry parts of 
|udaKi};and hence they were well fupplied 

vyith 
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with honey and oiL The 6de« of the moun- 
tains and rocks were covered with vm6s. Th« 
gardens prodirced nFielons, gourd«, cucum- 
feers, and figs, which were at that time, and 
How continue \o be, the favourite fruits of the 
natives of that warni climate. The palnn- 
trees that grew around the green p^ftures of 
Jericho, yielded a confiderable profit ; and the 
balfam of Gilead, the fnoft valuable (hrub o€ 
the kind, was famous for its delicious fra- 
grance, and medical ufes. 

The cultivation of the foil was favoured by 
the peculiar nature of the inflitutions of 
Mofes. To each Ifraelite was 'allotted his 
portion of arable land, at the time of the firft 
fettlement under Jofhua. And to ieach dif- 
f ri€t were affigned common paftures for the 
fupport of their riumerous flocks and herds. 
The exprefs laws of the Jubilee revoked all 
alienations of eftates every fifty years. Every 
inhabitant was therefore confined to bis pa- 
trimony, and laboured! to improve it with the 
gteateft diligence. In the reign of David the 
Jews were nearly upon an equality with re- 
fpe6t to the poffeffion of land. If, by the in- 
creale of a family, it. was neceffary. to divide 
an eftate into (hares, the fmallnefs of each 
of them was compenfatcd by' breeding 

large 
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brge Jocks 0f cattk in the commoa paf- 
tures* 

Thus were ofiened to the children of If- 
rael the peculiar fources of affluence promifed 
in their laws. Th^ were not taught to ex<- 
ped gold» filver» or the benefits of commerce. 
What they were pi^oimfi^d they received in 
abundant V the luxuriant produce of fruits 
and vegetableSf of flieep and oxen» of the 
olive grouYids and the pailures^ of the harvell: 
tiki the viht^e*. 

This xepiefcntatkxi of thelmproved ftate of 
Judea in itSumoft fburi(hing time, is coUei^ed 
f|ar%^'£rQm..the Bible itfelf, and partly ^6m 
the works .of Strabo^ Jofephus, Hecataeus 
and Taeitu5» who pd&fled the heft means <if 



* Some medals are ftill remaining as old as the time of 
the Maccabees, upon which are to be feen ears oF corn and 
«[^9£ure9» to fli^w ihc fertility qi the couqtry, a^d th^ 
Jbpi^ur in which agriculture was held. Uiftory of the 
Ifraelites,«by Fleu^ry, p. 42^221, &c. 1 Maccab. xiv* 8, 
&c. — ^Jofephus fays, that in his time the country round 
Jeru^m was well planted, atul interfperfed with g^dens 
for more than eleven miles round the city. Ncwcombe 
0n the Conda& of our Lord, p« ^^7. Deut. xxviii. L. 
7. U. a. % 10- " 

accurate 
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accurate iofornrtatioii, and fully ccsafiim the 
accounts of the facrcd writers^. • : 

j^nd it Jhall come to JlafSj if thou Jhalt 

hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord 

thy Gody to obferve and to do all his commands 

ments which I command thee this day ^ that the 

Lord thy God will fet thee on high above all 

the nations of the earth. The Lord Jhall caufe 

ihi^ie enemies that rife up againfi thee :ta be 

f mitten before jhy fac§: they Jhall come out 

againji thee one way^ and ^ flee before thee 

feven ways. The Lqrd Jhall open unto thee his 

good treafure^ the heaven to give the rain unto 

thy land in his feafoh^ and to blefs all the:work 

lof thit^e hand: and thoujlialt lend unto many 

natims^ and thou Jhalt not borrow. The Lord 

Jhall command the^blejjing upon, thee in \thy 

Jiore-houfes^ and in all that thou fetteji thine 

hand unto: and he Jhall blefs thee in the lafid 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee. The 

' Lord Jhall ejiablijh thee an holy people unto 

himfelfy as^ he hath fworn unto thee, if thou 

Jhalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy 

Godj and walk in his ways. And all people 

^ Jofephus contra Apion. lib. i. fed. 2«. Taciti Hift. 
lib. V. Newton on the Prophecies, vol. i. p* ^£8, &c. 
Slrabo, p. 765, 749. Edit. Paris, 1620* 



^Threats to the tfraeliits. , ,97 

f^lf the earth Jhall fee \hat thou art called hy 
•the name of the iLord^ and they fhall be afraid 
i)f thei. 

-For the fulfilment of thefe ptomifes We may 
look to many of the moft interefting parts of 
the Old Teftament. The time of the govern- 
ttient of the firfl: Judges was remarkable for 
the happii^efs of the Jewifli people K The 
promifes mad^in the wildernefs relative to 
the rains^ the harvefts, the fabbath-day, and 
the feventh year of reft to the land, were then 
fulfilled: whilft the people, impreffed with 
tlie novelty of thefe cfpecial bleflings of divine 
Px;ovidence, walked with little interruption in 
the commandments of their God. The reigns 
both of David and Solomon, w^re diftingui(hed 
by much profperity and happinefs. 'f he go- 
vernment was then firmly eftabliflied^ the 
Jews were viflorious over their enemies, en- 
joyed a long continuation of peace, and great 
temporal comforts attended their obedience to 
the divine commands. The building of the 
Temple was a fignal indication of the piety of 
its founder, and the favour of the Almighty''. 
The fubjedls of Solomon lived in fecurity, 
reaping the fruits of plenty and opulence, and 
every one repofed under his own vine, and his 

« B. C. 1^96. ^ B. C. IQl^, 
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dwn fig-tree : this was the moft fplendid era 
of Jewilh glory. The riches and magnificence 
of the court of Solomon was fuperior to thofe 
of all the kings of the earth. His renown 
vras extended to diftant countries ; " His nanie 
went far unto the iflands, and for his peace he 
was beloved*.*' He was celebrated, and ftill 
continues to be fo, among the inhabitants of 
the Eaft, for his power, his wifdom, his ex- 
tenfivc territories, and his fyppofed control 
over evil fpirits and the elements. They ftjU 
givt his n^me, as a title of the higheft ho- 
nour, to their nioft powerful fovereigns j and 
they believe that this illuftfious monarch of 
Ifrael poffeffed an univerfal empire. 

The reign of Jehofhaphat^, who was re- 
inarkable for his zealous attachment to the 
religion of his anceftors, was likewife at- 
tended with various bleflings. Hezekiah*, 
preferved in a wonderful manner from the 
invafion of the Aflyrians, and under fuch 
circumftances as had a peculiar reference to. a 
deliverance from dangers foretold by Mofcs, 
united wi(:h his people in the obferviance. of 

. * I Kings IV. 5, 6, &c. Ecclus. xlvii. 16. Univ. 
Hift. vol. i. p. m2. GalmeiVDifi. Art. Solomon. 

* 2 Chron. xvii. 
. ' ^ King^ xviiij ^ix. Ifaiah xxxvi, jcxxyii* 

'- the 
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Ihc Divine commands with the moft feryent 
devotion. E)uring this aufpicious period the 
Jews enjoyed the feftivity and the grateful re* 
pofc of thefabbatical and jubilee years^. 

Jofiahf 

** The fabbatlcal yeai- wa« cclebr^ed every fcvcjithycar, 
When the laud was leEt without culture. At HaX tiiDre 
ii^vei were fet at liberty, debts were remitted, and every 
bne regained the inheritance that had been alienated, lit 
obfervance was appdinted by God to preferve the remem- 
brance of the creation of the world, to enforce the ac- 
ihowledginent of hi» fovercign authority over all tilings, 
and particularly over the land of Canaan^ which be had 
given to the Hebrews by delivering up the fruits of their 
fields to the poor and the ftranger, Exod. xxiii. 10* 
Levit; xxV. 2j S, &c. Calmet, vol; ii. p. 569. 

The jubilee year was the fiftieth year which h^|i^ned 
after (even weeks of years, or feven timeft feven years* 
Levit. XXV. 10. The proclamation of this happy feafon 
was made by the priefts and people, who reforted to the 
Temple in a grand proceffion, attended with every circura- 
ftailce of pomp arid feftivityj Its commencement was ce- 
I^ated with the greateft demonftrations of joy. Several 
privileges belonged to thiSj which did not beiong to the 
fabbatical year, and the latter had likewife fojiic ftnall ad- 
vantages over the former. The fabbatical year annulled 
(tebtA, which the jubilee did not \ but the jubilee rcftored 
Saves to their liberty^ and lands to their original owners i 
befides, a reflitution of lands was made immediately upoa 
the beginning of the jubilee— ^whereas in the fabbatical 
year, the debts were not difcharged till the end of the yean 
The eftates which had been purchafed^ or given^ were re* 
turned to ihek* old tnefters ; thofe which came by right of 
fuccollion, continued with thofe who enjoyed therii; con- 
trails of fale, wherein a certain number of yean was ex« 
J ; ^ K « preffed, 
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Joliah, emphatically ftyled the good, by his 
profound humility and exemplary piety, fuf- 
pended through a reign of more than 30 years, 
the evils that were hovering over ' his idpla- 
trous fubjcdls". It is exprefsly mentioned in 
this period of the Jewifli hiftory, that they 
were deftined to fufFer the calamities de- 
nounced in their laws, againft their departure 
from the worftiip of Jehovah. 

The unhappy times of the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity were fucceeded by that aufpicious epoch 
of Jewifli happinefs, when Cyrus^ the moft 
renowned monarch p of the Eaft, permitted the 
Jews to return from captivity, in order to re- 
build their City and Temple. The lively 

.prefled, fubfifted during all thofe years, notwithftanding 

.the approach of the jubilee. But it annulled abfoluteand 
unlimited contraSs. It was the principal defign of its in- 

■ ilitution, to prevent the deftru61:ion of the partition pf 
lands, that was made by Jofhua, and the confufion of tribes 
and families* After the Baby Ion ifli captivity, thefe points 
could no longer be attended to — many who returned into 
their native country, fettled as they could ; and a number 
of famihes, perhaps whole tribes, continued in the place of 
their captivity. Archbifliop Uiher places the firfl: jubilee 
obferved after the proraujgation of the Law, Y. W. ^609, 

. B. C. lS9i^. Calraet, vol. i. p. 888. 

« 2 Kings xxii, 'xxiii. — ^ Chron. xxxiv, xxxv. 
^B. C. &SQ. 
r Ezra i, ii, &c. 

, . pidturcs 
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pidures which the Prophets Ifaiah and Eze- 
kiel^ had previoufly drawn of the happy 
days that (hould fucceed the captivity, were 
realized; and the people returning to their 
own country, enjoyed the bleflings of liberty, 
and affluence. ** The men were multiplied, 
the cities were inhabited, and the waftes were 
builded ; and man and beaft were multiplied, 
and they were fettled after their old eftates. 
The defolate land was tilled, and the ruined 
cities were inhabited ; and the Heathen knew 
that God W4S the Lord/* 

\ci a fubfequent period Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus'', king of Egypt, eftablifhed many co- 
lonies of Jews in his dominions * ; caufed the 
facred books of the Law and the Prophets to 
be tranflated into the Greek language, and fent 
magnificent prefents to the Temple at Jerufa- 

In the latter times of the Jewifh govern- 
ment a remnant only, as had been foretold by 
the Prophets, remained faithful to their God 
amidfl: the general depravity of the peopL 



9 Ifaiah xliv. %%^ S^zek, xxx^vi. 10, Scc^ 

'B.C. 246. 

» Prideaux, vol. ii. p. 7, &c^ 
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amtsng thcfe the family of the Maccabees ^ 
were moft diftinguifhcd for valour, as welj 
as for piety j and by them Jerufalem was tt^ 
covered from the tyranny of Amiochus Epi*- 
phaneSj the Temple was purified, its worfeip 
reftored, and tranquillity ne-eftablilhed. But 
the majority of the people purfued their pto-t 
grefs in wickednefs, till the cup of their ini- 
quity was filled by the rejection and the era* 
cifixion pf tlie Meffiah. 

The great Lawgiver of Ae Jews, wher> he 
proceeds to the alternative of the cafe jufl; 
confidercd, is much more fevere itt Jpro- 
iioiincing denunciations of punifjiment ; mucht 
more circumftantial in his detail of publi<i 
calamity, private diftrefs, and a[ffli<ftiQn both 
of mind and body, than he was in the dwail 
of rewards j as if he had forefeen, that tile 
difobedience of the Jews would fv exc€e4 
their phfeyvance of his laws ^ 

Hut it Jhalt come H pafs^ gf tinm nmh not 
h^arhrtunto the voice ^f the l^wd thy Gadj /« 

• Calmet, vol. i. p. 891. Maccab. b. i, ii« Prideaux, 
vol. 11. p. 1S6. 145, &c. 

«<Thc promife^*of pienty, profpcrity, aaid temporal 
good ar^ limited to fourteen verfes ; the threats of de^ 
ftru6lion and war are exteoded to fifiy-fwr- Deut. xxviii.. 
•15 • £8t 43, 33, ^7, 49, 50, 5 1, 62. 63, 64. 

obffrv^ 
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ebferoe to do all his commandments and 
ttaes which 1 command thee this day } 
tb^e curfesjhall come upon thee axid overtake 
thee: The Lord Jhall fmite thee with madnefs^ 
and blindnefsy and ajlonijhment of heart. The 
Jlr anger that is within thee Jhall get up above 
thee very high; and thou Jh alt come down very 
low. The fruit of thy land^ and all thy labours^ 
Jhall a nation which thou knoweji not^ eat up ; 
and thou Jhalt be only opprejjed and crujhed 
alway. And thou Jhalt become an ajionijbment^ 
a proverb^ and a by-^word among all nations 
whither the Lord Jloall lead thee. The Lord 
Jhall bring a nation againf thee from far^ from 
the end of the earthy as fwift as the eagle 
Jlietb; a nation^ whofe tongue thou Jhalt not un* 
derjland; a nation offeree countenance, which 
Jhall not regard the perfon of the old, nor Jhew 
favour to the young. And he Jhall eat the fruit 
of thy cat tie y and the fruit of thy land, until 
thou be dejiroyed: which alfo Jhall not lea^ 
thee either corn, wine, or oil, &r the increafe of 
thy kine^ or focks of thy Jheep, until be hcroe 
deftroyed thee. And he Jhall bejiege thee in all 
thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come 
d^n, wherein thou trufed/l, throughout all 
thy land: and he Jhall bejiege thee in all thy 
^atesy throughout all thy land, which the Lord 
. thy Gqd hafh given thee. 4'n^ it Jhall ednfe ta 

« 4 * H^* 
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hafsy that as the Lord rejoiced ovetjou to dth 
you goodj and to. multiplyi you. : jo th( Lord 
JliaU rejoice over you to dejiroy you\ arid tOr 

bring you to nought i and ye jhall he plucked 
from off the larid whither thou goefi to Jiojfeji 

it. And the Lard jhall fcatter tfiee among all 
people y from the one end of tM earth even> 

unto the other ; and there thou jhalt ferve^ 

ether Gods^ which neither thou nor thy father^ 

have knowny even wood andjiones^ 

< > 

Such are feme of the- moft ftriking parts of 
the menacing pxedi<3:ion. And if the pro-s 
fefled brevity of this work did not prohibit the 
detail, it would be eafy to go through their 
whole hiftory, and point out the diffefcnt 
feafons at which their idolatry and difobedi- 
eiice brought upon them different manifefta^ 
tions of the divine difpleafure^ in all the or-, 
dinary calaniities of war ai>d famine*. But 
it will fufEice for the obJe(fl of this Chapter^ 
to advert only to thofe remarkable inftances 
• when the Jews were cqniqqered by the Afly- 
rians and the Romans; becaufe it is plain 
that the Prpph^qy principally relates to the 
invafioR of a forrpidabje ^nemy, and thQ 

f 1 Chron. xxi, 1?. Ruth i. 1. 1 Sam, xxi., 1. 
V% Kings vi. ZS, XXV, >. 1 Kings xx. 1. % Kings xvir. %y 

^if?ifterS( 
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^ifgfters peculiar tp the ficges of great arid 
populous cities ♦ The Jews, as we fee above, 
are threatened in cafe of their rebellion, with 
captivity; and thecharafter and remote fitua^ 
tion of the hoftile nations by whom they were 
to be taken captive, are particularly defcribed<» 
Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, and other 
Prophets, treading in the Heps of Mofes, but 
nearer the event, repeat many ftriking parts 
of the PrediiStion, and exprefsly declare the 
caufe of the impending danger to be, the 
prevs^iling idolatry of their countrymen, and 
their attachment to the prophape rites and 
cuftoms of the Heathen. Accordingly, in 
the reign of Zedekiah, a nation [the Aflyrian] 
agreeing with the infpired defcriptions, invade 
Judea, and fulfilling the Prophecy, pillage 
and bum the temple, put perfpns of both 
fexes and all ages to the fword, and carry 
away multitudes as flaves to Babylon. But 
fulfilled as the Prophecy may fe^m to have 
been, and adtually was, in this and many iti- 
ftances, the Jews were not therefore releafed 
from the power of it. Temporal blefCngs 
when obedient, and temporal punifhipents 
when difobedient, are the terms^of the Jewifh 
covenant]; in force fropi the time of the 
Egyptian bondage, to the prefent hour. 
When by their repentance, which th^ Divine 

prefcience 
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|>refcience foreikw, when 70 years were fixed 
as the limits of their punilhment, the Baby** 
Ionian captivity was terminated, their rctura 
to thek own land (where for a time they en- 
joyed fignal marks of the Divine favour) was 
not followed by any long continued obedience % 
ixA the threats and even the terms cf the 
Prophecy aigain attached upon them. Their 
ftdverfity accordingly increafed by degriees^ as 
their wickednefs became more and more ge-» 
l)eral, ^nd nftore and mor^ enormous. After 
the death of Alexander, their country fufFcred 
Severely by the wars which cnfued, between 
the Princes who divided tte Grecian Empire^ 
l^tolemy Soter took poflfeffion of Jerqfakm oil 
the fabbath^dayT, and carried a great nini^er 
of the Jews captive into Egypt i and the p^ace 
and tht privileges they ergcrjred during the 
reigft of Rolemy Philadelphus^ were fcjr 
lowed by the extreme imferies iiafii(3:ed by the 
execrable tyranny of Antiochus Epiphanes,% 
FrcMn fh* period of their hiftory, excej^tinl;; 
only the brilliant fcene of happi^efs, whitih 
the piety and vabur of the Maccabees weite 
allowed to open for this once more repentant 
|)feo^ie, we fee thein immerffed in crimes, con- 
fufion, atid tuwHilt ; conftaritly fubje<ft to t^c 

3r&. C- a^O. ^B.C. 170. 

, Syrian, 
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Syrian, the Egypttm, or the Roman poiireri 
«0id coptinually a prey to phinder, llavcry %vA 
nuil&cre, till, fa^ rgedling the MeiSah, thef 
becamt liaUe to the puniihment denpdnced bjr 
Mofesag^inft ihofe who (hould *^ not heark€Q 
to the Prophet whom the Lord ihoald raife up, 
like ^to \i\m j'* and in cotifequenoe bavte 
fitfi^red, $md are ilili fuiibriiig, the feyere^ 
(iki^;i^^ ^ tiaciofi can wdei^Ot 

^o the accounts of the £ege and ddftruc^ 
tion pf Jerufalem, and the entire c(m({ueft of 
Judea by the Rom^s, and the ftate in which 
fhe country and the people have ever iihce 
contin^ied, are we thai to look^ for the tnodl 
tntmite and cctfnpletp accompliihment of diefe 
awful predidions ^ and here we ihall indeed 
iiiid the agreement between fadts and Prophe- 
cies moft iftrilcingly exa<$. The remote fitud- 
«tion, the unknown language, the ** fierae 
countenance,'^ <and the martial chara£ber cf 
the Romans are ftrc«igly marked in this Pro- 
phdtiiqai defirniption, as if defigned to diftifh- 
jSfuffli them from the Aifisttic coftcjuerors cf 
the Jews*. 

They 

^ Several Jewifli Expofitors are cited by Patrick vbA 
Parker, in their Commentaries upon tfak Prophecy. Ma. 
^afleh ben Ifrael, a very learned and acute Rabbi of the 

Spanilli 
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They came from far-^from the end of the 
earth. Not only the diftance of Rome from 
Jcrufalem is thus marked, but this intimation 
of remotenefs is peculiarly applicable to the 
generals and armies by whom Judea was con- 
quered* In order to carry on war againft 
that country, Pompey left a very diftant pro-? 
vince, and Vefpafian and Julius Severus con-^ 
dufted their troops from the ifland of Britain* 
Adrian and. Trajan, by whom they were, 
finally fubdued, were natives of the diftant 
country of Spain^ 

They came asjwift as the eagk fiieth. The 
rapid flight of the moft ravenous bird of prey 
may be confidered as a juft emblem of a de- 
ftroying army; and the eagle as peculiarly ap-?. 
plicable to the Roman ftandard. But the aU 
lufion has alfo an exadi hiftorical propriety i 
as^ Titus**, being eager to return to Rome, 
prefTed on the fiege of Jerufalem with thjc 

Spanifli Synagogue in Amfierdani, who flouriflied in the 
beginning of the lad century, is of <>piinion« that at tl;ie 
-forty-ninth verfe commences the Prophecy of the calami- 
ties under the fecond Temple. He refers all the tatter 
part of the chapter to the invafion of the Romans, and the 
misfortunes that followed it. Parker's Commentary^ 
vol, V. p. 576. 

* Tacit. Hift. lib. v. 

greateft 
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^greatcft vigour and alacrity, and preferred an 
dttack by ftorm to the flow operations of a 
Hockade* 

A nation wbofe tongue thou jhalt not undef^ 
jlanL The tongue of the Romans the Jews 
did not underftand. There certainly was 
fome fimilarity in the languages of the Jews 
and the Aflyrians ; but previous to the inva« 
fion of Judea by Pompey, 'there had been no 
intercourfe between the Jews and the Ro- 
mans : and the Jews were utterly ignorant of 
' the dialects of the weftern troops, which 
compofed the Roman armies. 

That the Romans were a nation of a fierce 
countenance^ remarkable for their manly and 
ilem features, and* intrepid afped:, might be 
eafily proved at large, from the reprcfenta- 
lions of fculptors and medallifts, and the de- 
fcriptions of their poets and hiftorians. And 
their haughty and inflexible character is no 
Icfs forcibly delineated, in the following fen- 
tence: Which (hall not regard the per/on of 
the old^ nor Jhew favour to the young. Be- 
fides the reference to the indifcriminate flaugh- 
^er and cruel treatment of the Jews of all 
ages, both at and after the fiege of Jerufa- 
lem. 

- It 
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It dugbt to be bbfervcd, that a&tlietimd 
when Mofes utto^ed. this Prophecy, thadiiL 
dren of Ifrael, fo far from having any fe^oe^ 
cities, had no fixed place of refidence, but were 
travdling through the wildernefs. The threats 
of their Lawgiver could not thcrjc&re refult 
from any circumflances of their Situation at 
that particular time: yet ftill he defcribos 
every circumftance in the fame tnanncr as Jo- 
fephusi who wrote the account of the& wars 
nearly I ^oo. years after the predidlicwi. 

1%£ Lordjhall Jhute thee with madn^s and 
hlindnefs. At the time when Jeru6dem was 
clofely pfeffed oti all fides by the Roman ar- 
mies, three fadions* influenced by the rhoft 
bitter rancour and malice, carried on a. civil 
war within its walls* In proportion a$ fafety 
became more improbable, tbeiir audacity^ or 
rather their infatuation^ ^n<:reaied, and ex- 
tended to all lanksi^ from the mkrs to the 
oommon people* Ail were equally blind to 
their, dreadful fituatioQ; and internal, difcord 
confpired with their ferocious enemies to 
hurry them down the precipice of dcftruAion- 
Jpfephus ', after relating that the befieg«d^ 
dated by a repulfe given to the Romans^ 

* De BelL Jud< lib. v* c. 8f. 

perfuaded 
8 
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perfuaded themfelvcs that the city could nevor 
be taken, adds, in a ilrain of obfervation 
that throws -the ftrongeft light upon the. 
Prophecy of Mofes/ that God had fo dark« 
ened their minds with extreme blindnefs, osx 
account of their numerous tranfgreffions, that 
they did not calculate the fuperior force of the 
Romans, or refleft on the dreadful eflfeds of a 
ftubborn oppofition to their arms. 

The regular train of the Prophetical deda^ 
rations leads us to a remarkable threat in the 
'fpeech of Mofes, moft ftriking for its fingu^. 
larity; moft (hocking for its opposition fo the 
feelings of nature; and moft improbaUe ever 
to happen**. " 

And thou JhaJt eat the fndt ^of thine own 
bo^^ the fiejh of thy fans, and of thy daugb^ 
ttrs, nebich the Lord thy God bath given thee^ 
in the Jiege and in the Jiraitnefs wherewith 
thine enemies Jhall dijlrefs thee.-^The tender 
a^d delicate, woman among yoUj which would 
not adventure tofet thefole of her foot upon the 
ground for delieatemfs and tender nefsy her eye 
Jhall be evil towards the hujband of her bofom^ 

<P«u(l. xxyiii. &$. $.6^ ST, 

and 
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imdtcAxkirdsberfon^ and tmsoards btr daughter ^ 

ifnd towards ber childrerii which fie fiall bean 

for jhe (hall eat them for want (f all thingi 

fecretlyi in the Jitge and Jiraitnefs wherewith 

thine enemy Jball dijirefs thee in thy gates ^ 

iTie fadt neverthekfs did happen; firft in 
femaria, thfe capital of the idolatrous tribes^ 
when befieged by Benhadad, king of Affyria t 
a fecond time in Jerufalem, when befieged by 
Nebuchadnezzar t and Jofephus particularly 
(relates a third inftance of the fulfilment of this 
Fredidlion during the lafl: fiege of Jerufalem by 
the Romans*". Throwing a veil over a fto;ry 
^ which humanity (hudder^, wefliall Only ob* 
ferve, that the rank of the lady mentioned by 
Jofephus, agrees precifely with prophetical 
iiefcription s' that the fadl predicted is per- 
haps the only one of the kind in hiflory fo 
circumflantially recorded S; and that thefe 

faias 

• Jofephus, lib. vi. c. 3. 

^ Ddut. xxviii. 56. The word tranflated " delicate/* 
may be better rendered, voluptuous, luxurious, accuftomed^ 
to a life of pleafure and indulgence* See Parkhuril*s Heb. 
I^xii^bn, p. 487, . 

« The Hiftorian deplores the cruel deed, as a niQft fla- 
grant violation of nature ; fuch as w^ never perpetrated 
by Greek or Baorbarizin; and fuch as he exprefsly declares 

he 
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fafts happening in conformity to the Pro- 
phecy, are perhaps the only ones of the kind 
in the hiftory of the world* 

• And it Jhall come to pafs^ that as the Lord 
rejoiced over you to do you good^ and to multiply 
yvu^Jh the Lord will rejoice over you to defray 
and to bring you to nought ; and ye Jhall be 
plucked from off the land whither thou goeji to 
poffefs it. The Romans expeUed the inhabit- 
ants that' furvived the fiege of Jerufalem, and 
forcibly carried away great numbers of them' 
into different countries. When the Emperor. 
Hadrian built a City upon the foundation of. 
Jerufalem, he called it Elia Capitolina; and 
forbade the Jews, on pain of death, to ap- 
proach within fight of it. From that time 
%b the prefent day, Judest has been fubje<5l ta 
foreign Princes ; and few Jews, and thofe of 
low condition who live as flrangers in their 
own country, are to be fourid among its inha- 
bitants ^ The deflru<flion of Jerufalem b/ 

he would not fcave delated, If there had not been xvaxvf 
credible witnefles of its truths Jofephus, lib. vi. c. 9» 
feft. 8- '< ^ 

^ See the Travels of Sandys, who vlfited the Holy Land 
inthelaft century; of Volaey, who accurately furveyed 
it in 1785; and the accounts of preceding hiftoriians and 

travellers. 

VOL. I. I Titus, 
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Jitus, is acknowledged to ^aye l^e^ far n^ocf 
fi^tal in its effects, than any preceding event 
of the kind, that ever happened to thp Jews ; 
it was therefore, in the opinion of both Jews 
and Chriiliaqs, the memorable pccafion, in 
which t^e Prophecy was accomplifhed in i|^ 
^i^lle^ p^t^nt and mpft fign^l nianner^ and i^ 
i(^s foUa\yed by a train of the moft rei^arilcr 
^^le con^qi^epces *. 

; -4^ if y^ '^lll ^ot hearken unto mCj that 
flY^f / pt/LniJh you f even times more for your fins i 
yff(r lanj Jhall not yield her infreq/e^ neitbir. 
^all the trei^s qf tke land yield tb^ir fruhts. 
And I WJK bring the lar}d into defqlation ; ftuf 
your i^eji^f/^ V>bifh dwell therein^ fkall M 
^nifh^A ¥ f^ ^^^ y^^^ l^^^d Jkall 6e 4f^ 
J^fej and your cities xvajie. Such has been thft, 
^te.of the Holy Land pver fince the judg- 
sfis;c\\% of God have fallen upon the Jevi^^« 
^er tjhpir eifpuUion by Titus, it was left % 
P^y ^9 negledl and barrennefs. During tl^© 
crufades, it was ravaged by the hoftile armies 
^ Saracens and Chriftians : and fince it be- 
came a province of the Ottoman Empire, it 
has exhibited the fame fceriie of defolatiop. 

.>L€yU. xxvL IS. %Q, 3^, #S. JDfittt* xxix. ^%^ 9A^ ^5. 

The 
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The face of the country, once fo populous 
iatnd flooriftiing, has for "many ages prefcntcfi 
tiothing to the eye of the tfiveller, but mtail 
Villages thinly inhabited, ruins of antieM 
buildings, fields uncultivated, naked hills, 
^nd barren rocks. 

Judging by the prefent forlorn ahd dcfolatb 
Hate of Paleftint, the infidel is difpofed tocaH 
in queftioft the truth of the Scripture hiftorjr. 
He tniirttains, that it never cciUld h^ve befeh k 
fruitfbl knd, and that the peopk iJvho ft^ttled 
in it, exhaufted by the oppreflive labdur of 
its tultivatibn, tould not )enjdy, in any feit 
fenfe^ the njl proteifcd them iti the iVi!dtei> 
ftefs. But of all bbjediclttS this is Ture!^ thfe 
moft futile. The prefcht ftate of the iflandi 
in the Archipelago, of Greece, and of thfe 
country around Rome, fotmttly ^ Fertile ihtl 
produdive, contradids all accounts of theii: 
antient condition, ais much as the prefeht ftati 
of Judiea can poiTibly do. Travellers agi-tffe 
that a great part of the rocky fbil of Judea fife 
composed of Tufa*^; atid vdlcatiic matter ife 
kttowtl to be fertile in the higheft degree. 



* Tu£a is a name given to ftone formed of volcanic 
alliet, concreted with othiex Ipccies, in which argil pre- 
vail. 

I a after 
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after a certain period of time when it has .ga- 
thered foil- Is it incredible that the chil* 
dren of Ifrael found the land of Canaan in 
the highly fertile ftate, known to be com- 
mon upon the fides of volcanic mountains, 
where the aflies, that have fallen during ah 
eruption, in a feries of years have been mel- 
lowed- into a. productive mould ? and that the. 
earthquakes and various convulfions of na-* 
ture that happened at and fince the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem (many, of which are re- 
corded in hiftory) have entirely changed the 
fiace of the country ? — ^Maundrell*s defcrip- 
tion greatly ftrengthens the fuppofition oC 
fuch changes* ** Not far from Bethany you 
arrive at the mountainous defert in which our 
bleffed Saviour was led by the Spirit, to be 
tempted by the Devil ; a moft miferable, dry, 
barren place it is, confifting of high rocky 
mountains, fo torn and difordered, as if the 
earth had fuffered fpme great convulfion, in 
which its very bowels had been turned up- 
wards ^'' And Volney ", an intelligent tra- 
yeller, but an enemy both to the religion of 
Mofes and of Chrift, has the candour to con- 
fefs, that the prefent fertility of fome parts 

' MaundrcU's Travels, p. 79, 

• Voyajjci en Syrie, torn. ii. p. SOie, 350. S58, &Cr^ 

of 
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of Syria correfponds with the account given 
bf it in the Old Teftament, In the courfe of 
his accurate furvey, he remarked that an al- 
tnoft total negleft of agriculture, and of 
every improvement of the foil, prevailed 
throughout Paleftine. If the land be un- 
fruitful, it rather proceeds from the nature of 
the defpotic government, which checks induf- 
try,, than the want of a prolific power in the 
earth. Patches of foil that formerly crowned 
• them, were to be feen in the laft century 
upon the rocky mountains of Paleftine ; and 
the rows of ftones could clearly be traced, 
that were ufed to fupport the foil upon the 
flope of the hills. Upon the fides of Liba- 
nus there are the remains of antient cultiva- 
tion ; a circiimftance which confirms the ac- 
counts given by writers of the antient ftate of 
the country as to its fertility and population. 
We may form fome opinion of the fuccefs 
which crowned the labours of the antient 
inhabitants of Judea, by obferving the pre- 
fent ftate of Switzerland, and fome parts of 
Spain, where the induftrious natives reap a 
harveft from the rocky foil, and obtain wine, 
com, and fruits,- from fpots which, if left 
to themfelves, would be the moft unpro- 
duftivc. . .. ^ 

• I 3 It 
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abound ; they arc fettled in various parts of 
Africa and America, and in the kingdoms of 
Europe ^ They exift as a confpicuous mo- 
nument of Prophetical truth and Divine juf- 
ticc, to every i^ation in which they dweJL 

Jlnd yet for all that^ mhen they be in the 
land of their enemies^ I will not cafi them 
away^ neither will I abhor thern^ to defiroy 
them utterly. No proofs drawn from hiftory 
are wanted to illuftrate this part of the Pron 
phecy. After the long feries of oppreffion. 
and mifery to which they have been expofed, . 
ever fince their difperfion ; after having been 
given up to fire, famine, and peftilence ; to 
maffacres and perfecutions, as the objects of 
hatred and rrjalice tp eyery people among 
whopi^ they have fettled, they are fp far from 
being deftroyed, that they not only ejcift as a 
feparate people, but in nriany places fornj 
opulent and flouriflxing communities* 

^ One mijlion are fuppofed to be refident in the various 
provinqes of Turkey— three hundred thioufand in Perfia, 
India, and China — and fevent^en hundred thoufand in 
Chriilendoni, Africa, and America. Their outward con- 
dition and circumfiances are generally tolerable, except in 
Portugal and Spain. Brown's Harmony of Scripture 
Prophecies, p. 'Z9,Z. This ftatenient is confirmed fey 
other writers. See the Jews' Letters to Voltaire^ vol. ii, 
p. 175. 

And 
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And thou Jhalt be an aftonijkmentj a pro^ 
verb J and a by^word among aU the nations 
whither the Lord Jkall lead thee. This has 
literally been the cafe at all times^ fince their 
national puniihment has been infli&ed. The 
very name of a Jew has been ufed as a term of 
peculiar reproach and infamy. Their ava« 
rice, ufvry, and infenfibility have l(X)gbcen in 
a manner proverbial; being confidered as 
tnore peculiarly marking their charadter, than 
that of any other people in the world* 

Reflexions upon the common courfe of 
events would naturally have induced Mofes to 
draw conclufions very different from the fate 
which we have feen he denounced againft the 
Ifraelites, in cafe of difobedience. It was na- 
tural to fuppofe, that, if they were reduced 
to fubje<5lion, it would be by fome neighbour* 
ing power, with whom, and with whofe ap- 
pearance, they were well acquainted ; that if 
they were driven from their country, another 
people would poffefs it, and the land itfelf 
preferve the fame charadier and defcription as 
before ; and if they were completely difperfed 
and carried captives into foreign countries, 
that they would fufFer the common lot of other 
captive nations, and be blended with their 
conquerors ; and in time entirely lofc their 

peculiar 
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peetilkr name aiKl charatSter. The fa^T, as 
weU as die predidkH!i, has befen diredtly th« 
peverfe. According to thd Pro^hc^lc wortk 
of the infpipcd writers, they have bftcft twi<ie 
enflaved by diftant and unknbwn natiotifs> 
their land hals become not otlly defolate, bur 
barren ; arid they exift at this day difpe#fe<fr 
among, all nations, but not deftroycd ; the 
liviilg, confpicuousi and welWcnown' wit- 
neflbs of the truth of Prophecy. The long;* 
period of three thoufand years has paffed* 
fince this Prophecy was delivered, which the 
lapfe of ages, and the revolutions of hiirnan 
events, have only ferved to confirm and^ to 
fulnl. 
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CHARTER THE FIFTH;, 

The Fulfilment of. the Prophecy^ that Cyrus was^ 
t(y be the ConqueroY of Babylon^ and the 
Deliverer of the Jews. 

1 HE Prophecy which is next to be the 
fubje6i of our attention, is in itfelf a peculiar 
one: clear. and. explicit in its l^guage; im. 
portant in its reference to the great defign for 
whidi the Jews were diftinguifhcd from the 
reft. of. the. world ; and an epitome of fome 
of the. moll fignal. events recorded in antient. 
hiftoiy*. It was delivered by Ifaiah, accord- 
ing, to the fhorteft computation, more than an, 
hundred, years ^ before the birth of the elder 

•Ifaiah delivered the Prophecy, Y.W,S«92. B.C. 71^. 

^ Jofepbus places this Prophecy two hundred and ten 

yeats before the biiltbof Cyras. Critici facri, torn. iv. 

Cyrus i 



124 Gyrus the prediBed Rejforer of the Jews^ 

Cyrus ^ ; and reprefents the Almighty as call-, 
ing upon liim' exprefsly by his name as the 
future deliverer of his people from their allot- 
ted captivity ; and as the mighty conqueror 
of nations, led on by the Omnipotent Ruler of 
the univerfe, to execute his fovereign will, 
while unconfcious of guidance or affiftance in 
the rapidity and extents of his victories ; it 
minutely defcribes the fiege of Babylon and 
the conqueft of the Aflyrian Empire; an^l 
diftindtly affirms that Cyrus (hall ifTue a dc-' 
cree for the rebuilding Jerufalem, arid publifli 
to the Gentile nations the greatnefs and the 
power of the God of Ifracl — the Lord of thq 
whole earth *^. 

Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer ^ and he 
that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord 
that maketh all things ; that fretcheth forth 
the heavens alone, that fpreadeth abroad the 
earth by myfelfi that fniflrateth the tokens of 
the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turn^ 
eth wife men backward, and maketh their know^ 
ledge foolijh ; that confirmeth the word of his 
fervant, and performeth the counfel of his mef 

.« Cyrus was born Y, W. 3405. B. C. 599. 
* Ifaiah xliv, i24, 25, 26, 27, 28. xlv. I, 2, 5, 4, 5, 6,. . 

fengers; 
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fencers i that faith to Jerufdem^ Thoujhalt be 
inhabited; and to the cities ofjudah^ Yejlmlt 
be built ^ and 1 will raife up the decayed places 
thereof: that faith to the deep j Be dry^ and I 
will dry up thy rivers : that faith of Cyrus ^ Hf 
is my fhepherd^ and fhall perform all my plea* 
fure ; even faying to Jerufalem^ Thou fhalt be 
buUt ; and to the Temple^, Thy foundation fhall 
be laidi. 

Thus faith the Lord to his anointed^ to Cyrus ^ 
whofe right hand I have holden^ to fubdue na^ 
tions before him ; and I will loq/e- the loins of 
kings t to open before him the two-leaved gates ; 
and the gates Jhall not bejhut ; I will go before 
thee^ and make the crooked places Jlraight ; I 
will break in pieces the gates of brafs^ and cut 
in f under the bars of iron : , and I will give 
thee the treafures of darknefs, and hidden riches 
cffecret places^ that thou mayejl know that A 
the Lordf which call thee by thy name^ am the 
God of Ifrael. For Jacob my fervanfs fake^ 
and Ifrael mine eleB^ I have even called thee by 
thy name ^ / have furnamed thee^ though thou 
hafijiot known me. I am the Lord^ and theri 
is none elfe^ there is no God befide me : I girded 
thee^ though thou hafl not known me: thai 
they may know from the rifng oj the fun ^ and 

from 
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from the weji^ that there is none bejides me: *I 
am the Lordy and there is none etfe. 

Concerning the application of the name, 
lyhich, it may be obferved, is twice men- 
tioned, no cavil can be raifed, or doubt en- 
tertained. The Greek and Latin vary very 
little, either in orthography or pronunciation, 
from the Hebrew text, and the antient Chaldee 
Paraphrafe; and in the various editions of the 
Hebrew Bible it is uniformly found to be the 
^ fame®. At the time when the Prophecy was 
delivered, the Aflyrian Empire had reached 
the fummit of its glory ; and the Medes and 
Perfians, although making fome advances to- 
wards the eftabliftiment of a rival power in 
Afia, were, in comparifon^^very inconfiderable. 
The final union of thefe kingdoms, which. ef- 
fedled the conqueft of x\flyria, was occafioned 
by a circumftance, to which, from the extreme 
diftance of time at which Ifaiah prophefied, 
no human forefight could poffibly look for- 
ward. Cambyfes king of Perfia married 
Mandane the daughter of Aftyages king of 

« See the Hebrew text and the Chaldce Paraphrafe, 
Wakoni Polyglot, vol. iii. p. 1^0. Vitringa, tonu ii. 
p. 491. Critici Sacri, torn. iv. p. 5190. Poll Synopfis 
Critic, torn. iii. p. 430. 

the 

1 



thie j^^^, jtod the ofl^furing of ihat aBianc^ 
Wa^^^eoown^ Cyrus. When appoinctd 
general of the confederate forces of the^^al^^ 
by his uncle Cyaxares, who is called in the 
1^29^ iof l>2ixijdi Darius dfie Median, he cx^ 
1^^ His conquitfts from the Egwn Sea to 
^ JSupbmt^s^ He dprived much of hk 
iM(;c^&, »^ the an|tii9Qt ivriter s inforni us, from 
\mf^g (be fifft tp eilafalilh the ufeof oavjaliy in 
th^ jPtfiifffi wcmf . His peapk rodi upmi if^rjes^. 

An Slflfernbly pf grot nations, ^s the 1^0- 
l^fM^ hftfi IiJ$^wife foretold, came up ag^inft 
ISs^yloPf It was the only place that fc^- any 
fiPoStklSthk time refined the attacks of Cyrus 
aitfi his 9^1ie$. They, fet thetnfelv^ in arpoy 
tgrnf^^ ksTy Ifecatift Jbe hgd Jnned againfi thi 
Lord — ^fimdard was fit up in the land^^^th^ 
nations were prepared againji her ^ — the king^ 
4ims pf Ararat ^ Minnie and AJhnbenaz ; 

^Nwt^9» vol. i. p. 276. 

• JjM;om. 1.4?. ^,f nophpn meptiop^ij at lar^^ the gre^ 
attention paid by Cyrus to the training his cavalry— a fpcr 
eiei of military force totally unknown in Perfta before hii 

'VX9C. To th^ fup(;riority of his horfemen, he \V48 ciiiefly 
ip^^^ted £o>r hjjB vi^lc^ry over Cf^^us; ^rvi <(^e n^^n^^rou^ 
troops of them, which he led to the fi^ge Qf B^bylps^ 
are particularly defcribed. Cyropaed. lib. i. lib. iv. p. S^^. 
lib. vii. p. 6S£^ 669. Edit^ Zeunii. 

* Jcrcm. li. 27. 

[the 
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£thc Armcniaiis, Phrygians, and other neigh^ 
bouring nations;] and they appointed a captain 
againji her. 

The vaft dimenfions of the celebrated cs^i- 
tal of the Eaft;. the loftinefs and ilrength of 
its walls and towers; its riches; the number 
of its inhabitants, and the ample means of their 
fubfiftence, in cafe of a tedious fiege, fuppUed 
by large and cultivated fields, inclofed within 
the city, infpired JBeUhazzar and his fubje^ts 
with the greateft confidence. Prefuming 
that they could hold out againft the moft 
fujrious aiTaults, or the moft tedious blockade 
qf the enemy, they derided the operations of 
the Perfians, and fcofFed at their hoftile at--^ 
t^pts. The mighty men of Babylon forbofi- 
to fight — they remained in their holds *. 

Cyrus was employed for two years before 
tbe city ; firft, in an attempt to take it by 
ftormj and next, in endeavouring to compel 
the AiTyrians to furrendcr, by cutting off all 
foreign affiiiance. At length, tired with 
making thejfe, ineffedlual. attempts, Cyrus put 
a ftratagem in execution, which rendered him 
mailer of the place. By the efforts of his 

Merem, li. SO, "» 
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numerous army, he turned the coiirfe of the 
'Euphrates into the fpacious refervoir which 
Nitociis, the mother of BeUhazzar, had 
•cauled to be dug to recdve its waters while a 
ilupendous bridge was building; and through 
the bed of the river he opened a paflagc for his 
forces into the midft of the city. The hep 
nvas dry^ and the rivers were dried up r a/hare 
was /aid Jor thee; thou wert taken ^ O Baiy*' 
lon^ and thou waji not cmtare ^^ 

He entered it in the night, when the inha- 
bitants were celebrating a. great and general 
feaft, with every circumftance of conviviality 
and riot. They prepared a table; they watched^ 
in the watch-tower; they eat and drank. They 
made their feajis^ arid their princes were made 
drunken^ . 

The hand^writing was feen by the afto- 
nilhed Belftiazzar upon the wall of his palace; 
but the ajirologers Jlood upj and could notfa^e 
him from thofe things that njOere come upon htm^. 
— The gates of the city, compofed of folid 
brafs, that led from the i:iver to the ftrects, 

^ Jerem. 1. ^4. * Ifaiah xxi. 5* Jercm. li. 57. ' 
™ Ifaiah xlvii. 13. 

voL,^ I. K were 
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^ere carclefsly left open. ** If the ^ates had 
uat been left opcn/^ fays Herodotus^ •• the 
Perfiatis would have been fbut up in the bed 
of the^ rivcr^ and taken as in a liet^ and all dc- 
ftrcrf^cd/* Alarmed by the tumult occafioned 
fay the approach of the invader$» Bdfiiazzar 
ordered the gates of his palace to be opened^ 
and fent perfons to enquire into the caufe* 
The Lord opened hefon Cyrus the two^leaved 
gates ^ and the gates were not jhut. One mef" 
fenger ran to meet another^ tojhew the King of 
'Babylon that his city moas taken at one end\ 
The troops of Cyrus feized the advantage^ 
and rufhing in, flew the monarch, and quickly 
gained complete pofleffion of the city. There-' 
fore evil came upon her^ Jhe did not knonvfrom 
whence it arofe ; mifchieffell up9n ber^ and 
defolation came upon her fuddenly^ which Jbt 
did not know. Her young men fell in the 
flreets^ and all her men of wear were cut off in 
that day\ 

The tfeafures taken by the conquerors were 
immcnfe, as Babylon was the magazine of all 
the fpoils of Judea, as well as of the other 
rich, provinces of the Eaft. Chaldea was for 

» Ifaiah xjy.^ U Jcrcin. K. 31, ^ Ifai^ xlvii. 11. 



uj^k <dl that f foiled her were fatisfied. A 
fij^ord ims Mpon her treafures^ and they were 
rMed^.. I^re Crceius gave i^q exaA iu:« 
coaat oi his .riches, and furrendered all his 
vaft poflfeffi<xis <a Cjtus. Thus the treafur4S 
of darkrtefs^ and hid^n treqfure of fecret 
places wer^ given tajhpn by the God of Ifrael^ 
nxibo called bffn by his name "*. 

Scx)n after, the taking of Babylon^ Cyrus 
puWifhed a Decrep, acknowledging that ** the 
Lord God of. heaven had given him all the 
kingdotns of the earth," and had appointed 
hifn to build the Temple at Jeruialem ' ; and 

tbere^ 
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^ Boffuet'i Umverfal |Jifto<-y^ p. 442, 443. Prideaux. 
vol. i. p. 92, SS. Uffer Annates, torn. i. p. 144. Xe- 
nophon*s Cyropaedia, lib. vii. Herodoti, lib. i. c. 190, 
191. Jerem. I. li. S2, 36, &c. Dan. v. Berofus quoted 
by Jofephus contra Apion, lib. i. c* 20, ^ Eufebii Prxp* 
£vang. 1. ix. c. 40. 

' Xenophon gives the following lift of the nations con«- 
quered by Cyhis. The Syrians, Aflyrians, Arabians, 
Cappadocians, both the Phrygians, Lydians, Carians, 
Phcenicians, a(nd Babylonians. He moreover reigned 
over the BaQrians^ Indians, Ciliciani|^ t);ie Sacae, Paphla* 
gones, and Mariandyni. Cyrop. lib. i. p. 4. 

•* Thus faith Cyrus, king of Perlia, All the Kingdoms 

of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me ; and 

he hath charged mt to build him an hoHfe in Jerufaletn, 

: HZ which 
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fi&^r$/9/Y commanding all the people of IfradI 
•^ to go up to Jerufalem, and build the houife 
-of the Lord God of IfraeL" Jofephus • fays, 
that Gyrus- was (hewn the Prophecy of Ifaiah^ 
Wherein his name was exprefsly mentioned. 
It is probable that Daniel, who had obtained 
the higheft reputation in the court of Babylon 
for his piety, and extraordinary wifdom, had- 
not only fhewn to the king the Prophecies of 
Ifaiah and Jeremiah, but had related to him 
the wonderful hiftory of the people, " fbr 
^vhofe fake he had been girded" with the 
fword of vi6lory. It is evident from the re- 
markable words of th? Decree (** he is the 
God") that the mind of Cyrus was fuffi- 
ciently enlightened to underftand, that there 
was but one Supreme God — He whofti the 
•Jews worfhipped, and' who fpake in thofe 

whi^h is in Jiidab.. Who is there among you of all his 
: people ? The Lord hi« God be with him, and let him ^o 
up." 2 Chron.'xxxyi. 23. 

*' Thus faith Cyrus, king of Perfia, The Lord God of 
"heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and 
he hath charged me to build him an houfe at Jerulalem, 
yhich IS in Judah. Who is there among you of all his 
peopIi9 ? His God be with him, and let him jjo tip to Je- 
Vulklem, which is in Judah, and build the houfc of the 
/Lord God of Ifrael (he h the God) which, is in Jerufa- 
lem.'* HziAX. 2^ 3, 
\. ., ' Jofephus, Ant, Jud. lib. xi. c. L 

hply 
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holy hooks which were (hewn him ; thou^l^l^JC'I ft. / 
the opinions and habits, which prevailed in 
the Heathen world concerning the difib-ent 
gods which preiided over di£Ferent nations, 
might induce him to confidcr a fpecies of infi;-» 
rior worlhip as allowable. The 70 years, 
predicted by the Prophets for the continuance 
6( the captivity, were now accomplifhed. The 
captives were fet free, and the precious veflels 
. of gold and of filver, which|Nebuchadnez2ar 
had brought from Jcrufalem, and had placed 
in the houfe of his gods^ were reftored by 
the inunificent conqueror of the Eaft, to the 
people whom he fent to their own land, by 
the efpecial direftion of rbeir God. 

Thus did Cyrus, " the fliepherd of the 
Lord, fubdue nations before him, and perform 
all the pleafure of the Lord,** by whom he 
had been nanied more than 100 years before 
his birth, as the inftrument which fhould 
execute the defigns of his Providence. Ex- 
actly at the time, and exaftly in the manner 
predicted, he conquered the vaft Aflyrian Em- 
\ pire, and reftored the people of Ifrael to their 
: own lanid, where they again inhabited Jerufa^ 
km, built the cities of Judah^ and ratfed up 
the decayed places thereof. The houfe of God 

K 3 '^M 
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was builded^ and the daiiy facrifces tvere re:* 
newed. 

Thus were the people re-eftabli(hed in thdr 
own land at the expiration of the allotted pu- 
mfhmertt for the tranfgreflion of that Law, 
which was ordained to continue till the Lord 
(hould raife up a Prophet ** like unto Mofes.** 
And thus the partial difperiion of the people 
deftined to preferre the promifes of God, be* 
came the means of fpreading the knowledge 
of the inoft High among the nations of the 
Eaft, preparatory to the coming of the Mef- 
fiahj to whom all naticms were to be gathered* 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH« 

The DeJlr4i£lion and deflate State of Babyiw 
confide red as an awful Example (^ the fudg-^ 
menu of God upon tie Enemies of bis 
People. 

1 HE Prophets point out various rcafons,. 
on account of which the Aflyrians were made 
the fignal objed:s of Divine Difpleafure. Ne- 
buchadnezzar was remarkable for exccilive 
pride, and the moft grofs and intolerant ido- 
latry, aotwithflanding the certain information, 
he received from his Jewifli captives conccm- 
ing the true God. Belfliazzar his fucceflJw:, 
equally well acquainted with the true reli- 
gion, and a witnefs of the awful puniffamerit 
which had been infliiSked upon Nebuchadnez- 
zar, preferred his falfe deities to Jehovah, the 
God of Ifrael, and profaned at his ri(Stou$ 
fcafts the confecrated veflfels of the Tcnriple. 
K 4 The 
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The Babyl<Miians were marked by blind fu-p 
perilition, praAifed various magical arts, and 
confided in the pretended difcoverics of judi- 
cial aftrology. Their vices far exceeded 
their credulity and their folly. They in- 
dulgc4 in exceffive luxury, were avaricious 
and arrogant, and oppreffed the furrounding 
mtions with exce^Iive tyranny. Their cru- 
elty was in a peculiar manner dire^d againil 
the Jews. In their invafion of Judea, they 
laid the country wafte, put both old and 
young to the fword, profaned the Temple, 
and 4etain€d all whom they led away captives 
in a ftate of the moft rigid bondage. For 
thefe reafons, the denunciations of Divine 
vengeance were pronounced \yith particular 
feverity againft them, 

. We have feen the city of Babylon taken^ 
and the •* chofen people of God** delivered 
from bondage by Cyrus, ** according to the 
furc word of Prophecy/- We (hall now 
iiirvcy this . Metropolis of th^ World as it 
ftood at the.fummit of its greatncfs, and fol- 
low it to the gulph of oblivion, from whence 
Prophecy and Hiftory recall its exiftence. 

According, to the moft authentic accounts 
th^ have«come dawn to us, Babyjon contained 

the 
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tht aftcMiifliing fpace of fixty miles, and was 
adorned in every part with gardens, palaces, 
and temples. Around it were extended walls 
of ftupendous height and thicknefs, com** 
poied of large bricks cemented with bitu«- 
men, that by time acquired a folidity harder 
than ftone. One hundred gates of folid 
brafs commanded the approaches to the city.; 
two hundred and fifty towers of vaft dimen* 
fions and elevation were placed at equal dif« 
tances along the walls. The buildings moft 
remarkable for fize and magnificence were, 
the bridge erefted over the Euphrates, the 
fpacious palaces of the Kings, and the an«- 
tient temple of Belus, compofed of eight 
towers, rifing one above another, and dimi^ 
nilhing in proportion to their prodigious ele- 
vation. Such were the majeftic edifices of 
this extenfive and populous capital of the 
Aflyrian Empire; which, at a diftance, to 
ufe the comparifon of antient writers, had 
the appearance of lofty mountains. They 
were calculated to brave the fierceft attacks of 
hoftile power,, and to withftand the ravages 
pf remote ages. 

The lofty terms in which Babylon is de-f 
fcribed in Scripture, oorrefpond with-, the 
account of profane writers* It is called by 

Ifaiah, 
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Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, •* the golden 
city," " the glory of kingdoms," ** abun- 
dant in treafures," and •* the praife of the 
Tjlirhole earth*." Berofus, Herodotus, Strabo, 
and Diodorus Siculus, fome of the racA an- 
cient and moft authentic writers, reprefent k 
ias ** tTic moft glorious metropolis upon which 
ihc fun ever Ihone, and rank it high among 
the wonders of the antient world." At the 
precife time when it was riling to this ftatc of 
grandeur, when the dominion of its fovereigns 
was fpreading over all the furrounding pro- 
vinces, and power, opulence, and profperity 
romt>ined to infure the long continuance of 
its empire and glory, Ifaiah thus pronounced 
its total ruin^. 

And Babylon^ the glory of kingdoms^ the 

* Ifaiah xlvii. 5. xiv. 4. Jer. li. 41, &c. Goguet*s 
Origin of Laws. Prideaux, vol. i. p. 75. Newton on 
the Prophecies, vol. i. p. 276, &c# 

** Ifaiah xiii. 19, 20, ^1, 22. xiv. 2S. For a more full 
anticipation of the deftruftion of Babylon, fee Ifaiah xiii, 
XIV, xxi, xlvii. In chap. xiii. the Medes, then an incon- 
fiderable people, are brought forward as the great agents 
in the overthrow of the Aflyrian Monarchy. Chap. xiv. 
contains the triumph of the various nations oi the earth 
over the fallen King of Babylon. This defcription, con- 
fifting of the moft bold and ftriking images, is truly fu- 
blime. See Lowth on Ifaiah, xxi, xlvii, 

beauty 
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beauty of the Chaldees excellency^ Jhall be as 
when {j9d overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It 
/hall never be inhabited^ neither Jhall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generation: neither 
Jhall the Arabian fitch bis tent there^ neither 
Jhall the Jhepherds make their fold there. Bui 
wiM beajis of the defert Jhall lie there^ and 
their houfes Jhall be full of dokful creatures^ 
emd owls Jhall dwell there ^ and fatyrs Jhall dance 
there. And the wild beafts of the iJlandsJhaU 
cry in their defolate houfes^ and dragons in their 
f leaf ant palaces: and her time is near to <ome^ ^ 
and her days Jhall not be prolonged. — / wili 
alfo make it a pojfejjion for the bittern^ and 
pools of water ; and I will Jweep it with the 
befom ofdeJiruBion^ faith the Lord of Hofts^ 

• A fcries of ages was n^eflary to give this 
Prophecy its full accomplifhment. And if 
we carefully follow the ftream of hiftory, we 
fhall find that a feries of ages has completely 
verified the awful menace of the Prophet. 

The conquefts of Cyrus extinguifhed the 
;glory of the Aifyrian empire, and the fplen- 
dor of Babylon was eclipfed by the removal 
of the feat of government to Sufa in Perfia- 
The waters of the Euphrates wqjre never re- 

ftored 
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ftored to their proper channel, from the new 
courfe which Cyrus had given them to facili- 
tate his entrance into the city. A drought was 
upon her waters ^ and they* were dried up.'' By 
their ftagnation the whole country became 
unwholefome, arid affumed the form, and, 
communicated theefFe<3:s, of an extenlivcand 
peftilential morafs. The fea came up upon 
Babylon ; Jhe was covered with the multitude 
of the waves thereof^. ^ The immenfe llaugh- 
ter of the inhabitants of the city was an iddi-^ 
tional caufe of its decline and ruin. All her 
men of war were cut off. To punifli the inha- 
bitants for an infurredtion, Darius Hyftafpcs, 
King of Perfia, demoliftied the gates, reduced 
the height of the walls, and leffened the num- 
ber of the citizens. Alexander the Great, in- 
deed, formed the defign of making it the feat 
pi his empire ; but death put a fudden ftoip 
to his intention. The rival city of Seleucik, 

« Jfcrtni. 1. SS, &c. . - 

' Jerem. li. 4£. The facred writers frequently ufe the 
ViOtAfea in a limited fenfe; they give it to great rivers, 
tvhic^^, in confequence of their inundations, appear like 
■ feas; ' ' The country around Babylon whicK was watori^ 
ty the Euphrates, is railed the defertofthefeu^ IfaiaHxxi.-l. 
Jen li. 36. The fame name is given to a lake.* The Sea 
of' Galilee is ftriftly the Lake of Galilee. . Coxi^are 
Matt. iv. 1«. Viii. SZ. with John vi. f, 16.^ - 

fometimes 
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fometimes called by the name of Babylon, and 
«rcdlcd upon the neighbouring banks of the 
Tigris, gradually dr^w away its inhabitants ; 
a»d the city of Ctefiphon, afterwards built by 
the Perfian Kings, who fucceeded the Mace* 
donian empire,, completed its ruin. 

» Herodotus, the moft antient of the Greek 
hiftorians, who vifited Babylon about a cm- 

, tuiy and a half after the time of Cyrus, men- 
tions, that even at that period the walls were 
in a great degree decayed *. Strabo, the ac- 
curate Geographer, who flourifticd in the 
.reign of Auguftus, fix centuries after the ccmw 

. <juefts of Cyrus, relates, that a great part of 
the city^ once fo fplendid and populous, was 
then a mere defert. Even then her founda-- 
iions were fallen ^ and her walls were thramn 
d<mn. Paufanias, a celebrated Greek travel- 
ler and author, who flourilhed ixx the third 
century after Chrift, records, that of ** Ba- 
bylon, the grcateft city that the fun ever flione 

• The walls of Babylon were built ptrtly of brick and 
iitumen, and partly of brick alone. The bricks were 
Blade upon the fpot, and hardened in the fun. ' Wlien a 
wall of this fort come$ to be outjof repair, and is ne- 
gle£led, in jiq long caurfe of ag^s it muil be totally <^. 
ftroyed by the heavy rains, and at length wafhed away, 
and reduced to its iiatLve earths Lowth's Ifaiaht p. 35. 
Notes. 
^ upon, 
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UfiPO^ hoihing remmofid but Ibqw of its 
walk*" Jerom, an eminent Father ©f the 
Church, in the following centuiy &w it when 
foduced to ruinst and remarked^ that the part 
of the walls which remained, ferved only as 
an inclofure for a royal park; Benjamin c^ 
Tudela, a learned Jew, in his Journal, written 
tnoffethan feven centuries ago, has recorded, 
that ** Babylon was then laid wafte, but that 
fome remains might be traced of the royal 
palace of the antient Kings. Perfons feared 
to approach too near to this fpot, as it was.inr 
fefted by ferf^nts.and other venomous ani«- 
n:ials/* The wild beafis of the defert laid there^ 
^ni the houfes were full of doleful creatures ^* 
From the accounts of more modern travellers, 
it appears that the traces of this oncemagnifir 
ccnt city are become lefs and lefs viliblc, Rau- 
wolf, a German, who travelled at the clcrfe of 
the iix}tecnth century, relates, that Qxo^ parts 
of what he fuppoied to be, the celebrated 
Tower of Belus,. remainod . ruinous, low, 
and full of poifonous animals. Petrus Val« 
lenfis, a noUe Roman, reported at the begin- 
ning of the feventeenth century, that a huge 
pile of ruips renpained upon the fane fpot^ 
and within fifty or fixty paces were traced 

.. .. ^Ifai. xiii. 21. 

fome 



State of Baiyhn. J43 

lame foundations of buiidkigs* Siiooeedin|f 
tiavelkrs have afTerted, that even the ruins 
were fo much decayed as to leave very flight 
traces of die fituation of the city. Every 0M 
that goeth by is aftonijhid to behold her that 
was queen among nations^ now a wildernefs^ a 
dry [or barren] landy and a defert^. The 
daughter of Babylon has long fat in duji ; 
there has been no throne for the queen of the 
Chaldeans. She has not been inhabited from 
generation to generation, except by the wild 
^fis. The Almighty has executed his aw- 
ful purpofe declared by the mouth of his 
holy Prophets. This great city has been 
fmept with the befom of deflruBion^ and hardly 
a memorial of it remains but in the denun- 
ciations of the Prophetic writers, and in the 
accounts of their accompli(hment. 

■« 
The truth and ckamefs of theie Prophecies 
concerning Cyru€ and Babylon, and the oorre-^ 
fponding hiftorical fadks, are fo well knowr| 
and fo generally acknowledged, that a (hort 
ftatement of the principal rircumllances has 
been decoied fufBcient. Many other particu« 
lars rdating to the (iege of Babylon, the time 

\ Jer. 1. 13, &c. 

and 
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and manner of its redu(ftion, and the variouA 
nations that joined in the confederacy againft 
it, are mentioned by the Prophets^ and con- 
firmed with equal exadnefs by both facrcd 
and profane hiftorians. But, as the fubjedk 
of .the preceding is, clofely conneded with 
that of the prefent Chapter, I (hall beg per- 
miffion to confider them togtther. 

\ It may be remarked, that Cyrus,, the gene- 
rous deliverer of the Jewifti people, was 
equally celebrated in profane and in facred 
hiftory, for his eminent virtues and extenfivc 
conquefts. He was at once the Jhe/ikerd of 
ihe. Lord to gather his flock into their fold y 
and the fword of Jiis vengeance againft an 
iraipious nation, who had filled up the mca- 
fure of their iniquities. The apoftacy and 
wickednefs of the children of Ifrael required 
efpecial corredtion ; but to prove to them and 
to the world, that they were ftill under his 
peculiar care (as deftiped to fulfil the gracious 
defigns of his Providence), and fubjedled to 
the power of an idolatrous nation by the 
essfirefs apfiointmentjdi their God, smd not by 
what is called the chance of war, or the fup«-f 
rior force of the Aflyrians, it pleafed God to 
declare by his fervants the Prophets, while his 
; . people 
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peopk (fwelt hi peace and faFety, previous 
even \h the threats of the King of Babylon, 
idxt name of the nation by whom their city and 
tfempHc were to be dcftroyed, and themfelves \ 
-conquered and carried away captive — the 
time when this event was to take place — the 
term of years during which their captivity 
was to laft — ^and the name of their deliverer, 
Cyrus ^ by whofe authority ihcy (hould be re- 
fibred to their own land at the appointed 
t&ne, with fignal marks of favour, allowed to 
rebuild Jcrulalem, and afterwards to enjoy a 
'^feriod of fecurity and happinefs. And, not- 
withftanding the high improbability that a 
people fo long and fo perverfely addided to 
idolatry, Ihould renounce the worfhip of idols, 
in- ^ city where every enticement muft have 
been oflfered: at a time too, when thty feemed 
to be^forfaken by their God, and when many 
di the vifible demonftraticMis of his prefcnce 
were withdrawn^— thefe people, ir was alfo 
cfeekred, (boiild rcniairi for ever free from the 
fin for which they. had fo feverely f ufFcred ; 
and faithful to the LaW^ which, after their 
rfcfidence in the capital of -Afiatic luxury and 
vicci it muft ftavc been more difficult to 
obey. 

• VOL. I. L Is 
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1% k poffible to doubt this peoplcis oonvk- 
tion of the Divine authority of the Law of 
Mofcs, tnd tiw jDivine ixifpiratioa rf thdr 
Prophdrs ? C^n arrjr ratiooal ground be af^ 
£g«€d for this coavi<fiion» except the contir 
suky o£ pofitive evidence ? 

Cyrus, who rtras thas to *• proclaim liberty 
to the captive/- and to ** break then- bpnds m 
fundcTt^* was alfo announced as the ** fcoui^** 
of their opprcflors. He was to ** take dho 
city of Babykw," aod tq ^* caft 4ofwn the 
throne of the Chaldces/* The mighty con- 
queror of the Eaft was to *• givp glory to the 
God" of tiic obfcureand captive childrai "of 
Hcael/^ for the viiSfcories and the domimons he 
had obtained by his arms .; and :to ^^ publiOi 
among the Gentile nations, the greatnofs and. 
the power of the Lord Jehovah/* whoie 
liame, from the fuccefs of the Babylonians 
a^inft his cbofcn people, thcf had ignoraotly 
bla^betned, and levelled with the imaginary 
deities of the numerous kingdoms, which 
iwd fallea vidims to Aflyrian tyranny. 

Coiild any dung but ahfohite CQnvid:iaft of 

the truth pf the wonderful hiftory of the Jews, 

and demonftrative evidence of the accurate 

I fulfil- 
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fuliilmetit of the Prophetic word of their 
Obd, have induced the enlightened Cyrus tp 
fend forth an edi^ for fuch a purpofe to the 
nations, who would probably efteem it as de<» 
rogatory to his own glory ? 

The fate of Babylon was diftindtly pro- 
nounced at the fame diilance of tiiAe, and the 
caufes of her exemplary punifliment particu* 
larly explained as a warning to all generations, 
who are folemnly called upon to remember 
both the Prophecy and the Judgment againfl 
the city which had impioufly ** ftriven againft 
the Lord j*'— *• Remember the former things 
of old : for I am God, and there is none clfe ; 
I am God, and there is none like me ; declar- 
ing the end from the beginning, and from an- 
tient times the things that are not yet done, 
faying, My counfcl (hall ftand, and I will do 
all my pleafurcK** 

** Sit thdu filent, and get thee into darknefs, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans ; for thou (halt 
be no more called the lady of kingdoms^ 
Behold, I am againft thee, O deftroying moun- 
tain, which deftroyeft the whole earth, for 
thou art proud againft the Lord, againft the 

^ Ifaiah xlvi. 9, lO, 

L % Holy 
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Holy One of Ifracl. I was wroth with my 
people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and 
given them into thine hand, O AJfyrian^ the 
rod of mine anger : howbeit thou meaneji not 
foj nor doth thine heart think foy but it is in 
thine heart to dejlroy^ and cut off nations not a 
few.—^\x6\x fayeft, Are not* my princes alto- 
gether lyings — (hall I not, as I have done to 
.Samaria and her idols, fo do to Jerufalem and 
her, idols ?-^Thou did ft (how my people no 
^ mercy, upon the antient haft thou very hea- 
vily laid the yoke, and thou faidft, I (hall be 
a lady for ever — ^Thou, haft trufted in thy 
wickednefs ; thoii haft faid. None feeth me : 
thy wifdom and thy knowledge it hath per- 
.verted thee^ and thou haft faid in thine hearty 
I am^ and none elje heftdes me — therefore 
,(hall evil come upon thee, thou (halt not' 
.know from whence it rifeth: and rnifchief 
fhall fall upon thee, thou (halt not be able to 
put it off: and defolation (hall come upon 
thee fuddenly^ which thou (halt not know — ^ 
Thou didft not lay thefe things to heart, nei- 
.ther didft thou remember the latter end of 
-it — Wherefore it (hall come to pafs, that when 
the Lord hath performed his whole work 
Uippn Mount Zion and on Jerufalem, I will 
puni(h the ftout heart of the King of Aflyria, 
and the glory of his high looks j for he faith. 

By 
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By the Jlrength of my hand I have done it^ and 
by my wifdom^ for I am prudent — Shall the 
ax boaji itfelf againfi him that heweth there-- 
with ? — Go up, O Elam i bciiege, O Me- 
dia ; all the fighing which (he was the caufc . 
of have \ made to ceafe. Recompence her 
according to her work — ^becaufe it is the ven- 
geance of the Lord, the vengeance of his 
Temple — the day of the Lord is at hand, a 
day cruel with wrath and fierce anger to lay 
the land defolalte ; behold I will punifh the 
King of Babylon, as I have punifhed the 
King of Aflyria [in the deftrudbn of Ni- 
neveh] I will cut off from Babylon the name 
and the remnant, from generation to genera- 
tion fhall it lay wafte *." ^ 

What a defcription iS'this of the Prcfcience, 
the Omnipotence, the retributive Juftice, and 
the over-ruling Providence of God, direfting 
all things, even the oppofing fprings of hu- 
man aftion, to execute the uniform defign of 
his unchanging will ! Can the bcft wrought 
veil of Metaphyfics obfcure thefe radiant cha- 
raders of Truth ? Can the utmoft ftrength or 
art of Infidelity prevent their indelible impref- 
fion on the mind of unfophifticated man, when 
thus united with the power of Fa£is ? 

* Ifaiah xlvii. 5. x. 5, &c, 

L 3 CLASS 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH? 

\ 
^ke jipjiearance of the MeJJiah according i^ 
theprecife Time fir ^di Sled by Daniel ^^y 
Yeafs before his Birt^. 

IjANIEL was favoured witji many revelar 
tions of the Divine will, and fupported by 
the Diyine pqwey in a very remarkable man- 
lier. Hp was honoiired with the firft diftinc- 
tions in the court of Perlia, and hi§ piety an4 
his wifdfw were equally cqnfpicuous, Itx 
one point be differs from all other Prophets, 
and becomes an obje<5t of attention peculiarly 
inttrefting to us ; for to him alone \yas com-r 
saijciicatedthe cxaA time when the Meffiah 
WQit|d appear : and he likewife predicated thq 
|/W^^ of many of the prinf ipal events which 
^cre to take plate after the eftablilhmcnt of 
the Mefliah's kingdom^ with fuch accuracy, 

as 



as to run ptnllel wi& the RevtkMian af Sc^ 
John, and extend ta the end bf ^e worlds 
In the following Prophecy we fhall find the 
exa<5t time of the manifeilation of the MefEa|i 
dearly determined. | 

Seventy weeki are determined upMihy peo^ 
jUe^ and ufiGn thy hdy cityy tofni/k thetranf^ 
grefjiony and tn make an end of fins <, and t9 
make recMciliation for iniquity^ and to bring 
in everlafiing rightemfnefs^ and tofeal Up th& 
vijion and prophecy^ and to anoint the moft 
Holy^ Know therefore and underfiand^ that 
from the going forth of the commandment to^ r^* 
fiore and to build Jerufalem^ unto the MeJiaM 
t-he Prince^ jhall be feven weeks^ and thra^ 
fcore and two weeks : thefireftfkail be built 
again J and the wall^ even in troubtous titms. 
And after tkreefcore and two- weeks fiail 
Meffiah be cut off, but mi for kmfelf: atid 
the people of the prince that Jhall come JkaU 
defroy the city and the fan£luary ; and Mr 
end thereof Jhall be with afi^od, anduntio tko' 
end of the war defolatioM are determined. And 
he Jhall confirm the covenant with mmtyfor one 
week : and in the midjl of the week he fiiall 
caufe thefacrifice and the oblation to ceafe^and 
for the overj^reading of abommations heJha/J 
L 4 maio 
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make it de folate^ even until the con/ummatian^ 
and that determined Jhall be Jiaured ujion.the 
defolate*. 

The leading circumftanccs to be confidcred 
in examining the accompliQiment of this prc- 
di€lion,-arc, the completion of the time fpeci- 
fied, and the events conned^ed with it ^ All 
agree th^t thefe 70 weeks *arc weeks of years, 
that is, every day in the week is reckoned as 
a year, which juakes the whole number 
amount .to 490, years. . This computation is 
not unexampled in profane authors % and is 
ufed elfewhere in Scripture. It is ufed in 
;:eckoning the years of the Jubilee^ — the 
time of fojourning in the wildernefs *, and in 
thp Prophecy of EzekieP. Thefe 70 weeks 
\ qomn\ence in the Jewi(h, month Nifan, or 
' March, in ,thc feventh year of the reign of 
Art«ix?rxes Longimanus, JCing of Perfia, in 
,the year of the world 3547, as is clearly 
(hown.byjmany acqurate Chronologifts, and 
proved at large by the. learned Prideaux, in 

» Daniel ix. 24, ^5, 26, i?7. 
. »» Y.W.5497. B.C. 557. 
.' '* See ApthorpeV Diflfertations, 
V ' Levit. XXV. 8, 

* ^ Numb*, xlv. ^4, * / ^ Ezek. iy. 5, 6. 

• his 
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his Connexion of the Hillory of the Old and 
New Teftament with Profane Hiftory «. This 
was the diftinguilhed year and month in 
which Ezra, the Leader of the Jews, obtained 
a coHuniffion for his return to Jerufalem, in 
order to reftpre the government of that city 
and the fervice of the Temple. And the 70 
weeks were completed in the month Nifan in 
the. year of the world 4037. This was the 
ever memorable year and month, when Jefus 
Chrift, the MefTiah, clofed his Divine mif- 
fion, and fuffered death upon the crofs. 

. It is evident that various events are pre- 
dicted by Daniel in this remarkable Pro- 
phecy. The Meffiah Jhall he cut off— The 
people of the Prince that Jhall come^ /hall dejiroy, 
the city and the fanSluary — Defolations are de^ 
termined^ and thefacrifce and the oblation Jhall 
ceajifor the overfpreading of abominations. 

Now there are no occurrences in the Jewiflt 
hiftory, to which thefe circumftances can be 
at all applied, except to the crucifixion of 

K Prideaux, vol. i. p. 208. BofTuet, p. 2^8. Smith's 
Summary View, p. 1C5. Ufler Annales, torn. i. p. 19a. ^ 
torn. ii. p. 568. Jofephi Antiq. Jud. 1. xi. c. 5. Gray's 
Key to the Old Teftament, p. 414. Mede*s Works, 
p. 857. Calmet's Difl. vol. i. p. 393. 

Chrift 
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Chrift — the final deftruftion of the City and 
Temple of Jerufalem, and the defolation of 
Judea by the Romans* But to thofe great 
evoits the words of the Prophecy apply with 
fuch fingular exa^tnefs, that they give a \trf 
energetic and lively defcription di them. And 
it may be farther obfcrved, that this Prophecy 
very plainly delineates the fpiritual purpofes 
of the Gofpel : for, at the completim of this 
great epoch of the 70 weeks, it is determined 
to make reconciliation far iniquity-^to bring in 
everlajiing righteoufnefs — and to feal up the 
vifion and the prophecy — Thus pointing out 
Chrift, the Meffiah, who died as the propiti- 
atory facrifice for the fins of the world-— rofe 
again to certify that he had made atonement 
for fin, and bad eftabliftied the promifed^ 
•* kingdom of evcrkfting righteoufnefs ancJ 
life"— andyJ^^i/ up the vijion and the prophecy 
by his final revelation of the Divine will to 
his beloved difciple St. John, the laji of the 
Prophets. 

Three diffcftnt periods of time are imrUided 
within the yo weeks, and each of them is 
connected with an important event — ^The 
feven 'weeks to reftore and rebuild Jerufalem — 
the tbreefcore and two weeks in addition to 
thefe fevcn. weeks, after which the Mefiiah 

was 



vrn& to becut ofF; — ^and the mid/i of the wefk^ 

in which h^ (hould caufe the facrifioe and gb« 

Jatioui to ceafe. The firft feries of fcvca 

weeks, bein^ 49 years, relates to the reftoia* 

Ition gf the Jews, and the rebuilding Jcrufa- 

lem, b^im by Ezra, and completed by Nehe- 

miah. The q)ppfition which the Jews» 

when returned from captivity, met with from 

jthe Sanqiaritans, prolonged this ikcred work 

pKz£X\y fpr that period of tin>e ; and the ob« 

^ac|es with which they had to contend, fully 

confirmed the worck of the prophet, that the 

wall Jhquld be built in troublous timei. The 

Ithreefcore and two weeks that fucgeeded add- 

pd to the foregoing feveri, or in other words 

483 years, bring the calculation of time down 

to the year 4739 of the Julian period^ which 

was the exa€t year in which the Gofpel began 

jto be announced to the world — ^John the Bap- 

tift having been fent to prepare the Jews for 

itjS reception by his public miniftiy, which 

pqntinued for the fpace of three years and a 

hajf. Its commencenient at thLs period ia ac^ 

curately marked by the words of Chrift, who 

faid exprefsly, ** the Law and the Prophets 

were until John, jfince that time the kingdom 

of pod is preached^." And our Lord him* 

^ Luke XVI. ISw 

fcif. 
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felf, in the midft of the week, caufed the fa- 
criftce and oblation to ceafe ; for at that time, 
having completed the exercife of his divine 
miflion in exactly the fpace of three years and 
a half, he fulfilled the great objeft of the ce- 
remonial Law, vyhich was the type of atone-, 
ment for fin by the facrifice of himfelf upon 
the crofs. 

The fadls thus predided by Daniel will 
not agree with the ravages committed by An- 
tiochus Epiphanes in Judea, great and atro- 
cious as they were. He proceeded indeed to 
pollute the Temple^ but he did not entirely 
deftroy it ; neither did he exhauft Jerufalem 
of all its inhabitants. The Jews at the clofc 
of his wars were reftored to peace, — but, on 
the contrary, at the period foretold by Daniel, 
the defolation was to iegin, and the city and 
fandluary were to be deftroyed. So confident 
were the Jews, as to the precife application of 
the Prophecy, that this faying is ftill extant in 
the Talmud, as the tradition of very ancient 
times*. *• In Daniel is delivered to us the 
end of the Meffiah ;'* — that is, the period at 
which he ought to come, as Jarchi, a cele- 
brated dodor of the Law, explains it. Ne- 

* Chandler's Defence, p. 116. 
• humias. 
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huhiias, likewife a learned Rabbi, who lived 
^fty year* before the Chriftian era, declared, 
*^ that the time fixed by Daniel for the Mef- 
iiah could not be more than fifty years before 
it was accotnpJiflied,** J^f^^^s obferves^ 
ihat •• Daniel did not/owly predid thihgs to 
come, which was comtnqn to him with other 
Prophets, but alfo a certain fixed tinte when 
they were to take place^ He did not only 
foretel the t^lamity that afflifted our nation 
by Antiochi>s many years before it happened; 
but he alfo wrote of the dominion of the Ro- 
mans, and. of the great dcfolation they fhould 
hereafter brin^ upon Judc^.** In no paflage, 
except in this Prophecy qf th? 70 weeks, doe« 
Daniel fpeak.of. the defplation which his 
country was. to fpffer frorti the Rofnans, and 
in no other paflage i^ a precife time fixed for 
thefe events. We niay therefore be confident, 
that Jofephus referred to this particular Pro- 
phecy. And, indeed, it is acknowledged by 
the Jews themfelves, that at the time when 
Jefus appeared, the Mefliah was expeiSed ; 
and that the perbd, which Daniel had fixed^ 
expired a (hort time before the City and 
Temple were deftroyed by Titus — ^before the 

* Jofeph, Anti<j. UT), %, c. 11. 
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cuilomary £icrifices were tboIUhed^^-^nd bd-- 
fore the Jewifti govemment was overthrown ^ 

How ftrong this expectation was amoflg 
the Jews, and how general throughout the 
world, is evident from both facred and pro- 
fane hiftorians. The Scriptures inform us, 
that at the precife time when our Saviour ap«- 
peared, the Jews expesfted fome perfon en* 
dowed with fuch qualities, and diftingui(bed 
by fuch a<5tions, as *the facred writers attri-* 
bute to the Meffiah. Not only Simeon, and 
Anna the Prophctefs "• •* waited for the confo* 
lation of Ifrael/' but many other devout per- 
fons were infptred with the fame hope, and 
thought that the Kingdom of God was at 
hand. This expedation was not confined to 
the vulgar and illiterate i for as foon as John 
the Baptift began to preach, a. deputation of 

^ Fepgafon, the celebrated AftronQmer. wrote 9 Treatife 
on the year of our Saviour's crucifixion. He illuftrates 
this Prophecy of Daniel by applying to it the rules and 
ealculations of his favourite fcience. He concludes his 
Treatife with the following words—" Thus we have an 
4VftxpnomicAl demonftratiosn of the truth of this soitient 
Prophecy, feeing that the Prophetic year of the Mef- 
fiah*s being cut off was the very fame with the Aftrono- 
mical." 

■ Luke iL i?5, &c. 

Pficfts 
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PrieAs and Levkes wa($ fcnt to a(k himt whe- 
ther he WIS the Chriil^ When the people 
iaw the miracles of our Lord, th^ con- 
duded that their proorifed king would im- 
mediatdjr be maufefted''.«~Aml conftantly 
cfaeriChing the pleafing hope of his arrival* 
they aiked the Scribes and Phariiees that re- 
markable queftton, '' When Chrift ooiiietb, 
will he do more miracles than thdfe which 
this man hath done ^V^ 

Convinced by his wonderful works, many 
^icnly acknowledged, '* this is in truth the 
Pmpfaet who was to come into the world/' 
The jealoufy, which Herod entertained againft 
Chrift, {woceeded from an appreheniion that 
he would declare himfelf the expe<5ted King 
of the Jews ; and Jofq>hus exprefsly lays \ 
♦* That the chief motive, which inftigated the 
Jews to rebci againil the Romans, was, a 
Pra(diecy found in the Scriptures, that at that 
time a perfon Oioiukl arife from th^ country, 
who (hould obtain the empire of the world/' 
The Samaritans entertained the fame hope, 
not (b much derived from the Jews, whom 
they hated, as from the teftimony of the 

■Johni. 19. •Li^kexix. lU ^Johnvii. 31. 
< Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. li}?. vii. c. 5. 
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Scriptures themfdv^s, and the nioft aationt 
traditions and interpretations of Scriptujre. . 

It is ^ very ftriking fa,d: in proof of the 
general belief of the Jewifh nation rcfpedling 
the time of the Meffiah's appearance, . that 
from the death of Herod the Grcat^/ when 
Judas of Galilee and Simon firft a^unied the 
title of Kings and Deliverers of the Jews, to 
the deftrudlion of the Temple, the Jewifli 
hiftory is filled with the names and adtions 
of falfc Chrifts and falfe Prophets, who. de^ 
ceived both the Jews and the Samaritans-* 
None . appeared before this period, and not 
more than one for five or fix centuries afar 
it. . . ■ ■ ■ , . 

According as the Reader (haH rejed: or ad^ 
mit the hypothefis concerning the; religion of 
the eallern nations, which maoy .kadined au- 
thors ^ have laboured to eftabIKh, iheavtU fupbt 
pofe the general expectation which prevailed 
among the heathep nations to ov\^e its origin 



' See Maurice's Indian Ant. and Hift. andAfiaticHc- 
fearcbes, where themafspf evidence colleaodjiptmtt&' 
curious and important fubjeft will be.found fufficiently* 
ftrong to baffle the ktacks of modern p hilofophy. . 

'to 
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td tke difperfion of Daniers Prophecy by the 
Jews, or he will trace it to the patriarchal 
iages. The liniverfality of this iexpaflation 
would alone render it highly probable that 
the knowledge of Prophecy confirmed and 
corrected tradition, rather than produced it. 
But if it be granted, and 1 fee not hdw it can 
be denied j that the hope of a Redeemer wag 
given in'the very earl ieft times, iand continued 
to exift throughout (he world, though ob-* 
fcured and deformed by allegory and idd- 
iatry, probability rifes almoft into certainty* 

The confidence and eagernefs with which 
the Pagans looked for this ** mighty Prince, 
who was to reftore the golden age," is fcarcely 
to be accounted for upon the fuppofiticn, that 
they received the Jirft intimation of this great 
event from the Jews, who were too much ac- 
cuftomed to interpret the promifc of the Mef- 
fiah as exdufively beneficial to themfelves. 
But when, by the trtmflation of the infpired 
writings into a language very generally un- 
derftood, and by the inCreafed intercourfe 
among the learned of all countries, it was 
found that the Prophecies contained in the 
writings of this Angular people (whofe won- 
derful hiflory muft add authority to their 

VOL* I. M ^ Scrip- 
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Scriptures^ perfedly agreed with a tradition 
which had exifted from the moft remote an- 
tiquity, hope would gradually gain ftrength,. 
and fpread itfelf among the people. The 
particular information given by Daniel con- 
cerning the time when ** the Dcjire of all na- 
tions** was to appear^ would animate en- 
quiry, and the general ftate of the world was 
calculated to heighten expectation. Thus the 
common belief aflcrted by the hiftorians who 
wrote concerning this remarkable period, be- 
comes clearly explicable — the worlhip of the 
Magi will ceafe to excite furprife, — and the 
dying injundion of Confucius in the diftant 
regions of China, will no longer appear incre- 
dible. *• A great Legiflator — a mighty Con- 
queror, who was to deliver the world from 
evil — eftablifti the kingdom of peace and 
blifs — renew the happincfs of the golden age» 
and extend his aufpicious dominion over the 
whole earth,** are terms in which this ex- 
pcdlation is expreflld by many very antient 
authors". And we find this fubject particu- 
larly mentioned by the hiftorians who wrote 
near the time of our L4ord*s appearance. 

» Prideaux, vol. il. p. 402. 1 Mace. iv. 46. xiv. 41. 
Kidder'a Deraonftration of the Mefliah, part i. p. 15. 
Chandler** Defence,, c. i. Tiie Indian Yedas. 
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Julius Marathus, quoted by Suetonius in 
Ills Life of Odtavius, mentions a Prophecy 
which then prevailed, that ** Nature was 
about to bring forth a fon, that' ftiould be 
King of the Romans ^" It is true, flattery. 
applied this^ Prophecy to the Emperor; but 
(he borrowed it from Public Opinion, drawa 
from a higher Source. Tacitus affirms", 
*• that a perfuafion prevailed with great num- 
bers, that it was evident y/^TW the ant lent books 
of the priejlsy that at the time when Titus con- 
quered the Jews, the Eaft (hould have the 
pre-eminence, and that thofe who came from 
Judea (hould obtain the empire of the world." 
** An antient and general opinion (fays Sueto- 
nius '') had very much preyailed over all parts 
of the Eaft, that it was ordained by the fates, 
for thofe who came from Judea to obtain the 
fupreme dominion." It (hould be obferved, 
that Jofephus, Tacitus, and Suetonius, were 
by no means inclined to favour the Chriftian 

* This phrafe expreffes fomething more than ordinary 
both in the caufe and the efie£l ; for here nature herfelf, or 
the God of nature, is made the immediate agent of his 
birth ; and he muil far exceed the condition of mere hu- 
-manity, who was to derive his origin from fuch a parent. 
Prideaux, vol. ii. p* 49^. 

" Taciti Hift. c. xiii. * In Vefpafian, c. 4. 

M2 caufe; 
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caufei and that their opportiinitics of being 
well informed rendered them fully competent 
to fpeak to the Fa£l — that this expedlation did 
generally prevail at the precife time when 
Jefus Chrifti thc:Meffiah — the Prince — fo 
particularly defcribed by Daniel^ was mani-^ 
fefted to the world* 
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. CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

The Fromife of John theBaptiJl^ the Mefenger, 
or Forerunner of the Mefjiah^ given 40t> 
Years before his Birth. 

SeHOLD^ I will fend my mejjfe'nger, and he 
Jhall prepare the way bejore me: and the Lord^ 
whom ye feek^Jhallfuddenly come to his temple^ 
even the mefjenger of the covenartt^ whom ye 
-delight in ; behdd^ he Jhall come^ faith the 
Lord of bojis. But who may abide the day of 
his coming f and who Jhall Jland when he ap^ 
peareth f for he is like a refiner'* s fire^ and 
like fuller^ s fope : and be /ball fit as a refiner 
and purifier of filver: and he fioall purify the 
fons of Levi ^ and purge them as gold andjilver^ 
that they may ojfer unto the Lord an offering in 
rightcoufnej's . Then Jhall the offering ofjuduh 
and Jerufohn be pleajant unto the Lord^ as in 
the days of old ^ and as in former years. And I 
M 3 will 
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mil come near to you to judgment ; and I will 
be a Jwift witnefs againjl the forcerers^ and 
againfl the adulterers^ and againjl Jalfe /wear-' 
ers^ and againjl thofe that opprefs the hireling 
in his wages, the widow, and the fatherlefs , and 
that turn afide the Jl ranger from his right, and 
fear not me, faith the Lord of hofls. For 1 
am the Lord, I change.not ; therefore yefons of 
Jacob are not confumed. 

'Behold, I will fend you Elijah the Prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord ; and hejloall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children^ and the heart of the 
children to their fathers , leji I come and fmite 
the earth with a curfe \ 

There can be no queftion concerning the 
application of this Prophecy to fome pcrfou 
who was to be of Jewifli extraftion, and who 
was to appear before the dcftruiSion of Jeru* 
falem, becaufe this meffenger was to prepare 
the way for the Lord, who was to come fud^ 
denly to his Temple. The difputes, whether 
this Temple was identically that which wa§ 
built immediately after the Babylonifli capti^ 
vity, or whether it was rebuilt rather than 

*Mal. iii. 1,2, S, 4, 5, 6* iv. 5, 6. 

, repaired 



John the Haptiji prcdi5fed by Ma lack i\ 1 67 

repaired by Herod, are not material ; it is 
enough for us to know that a Temple, dedi- 
cated to the worfhip of God according to the 
Mofaic inftitutions, was ftanding from the 
time of Malachi to the time of John the^Bap- 
tift — that Jefus was acknowledged by thofe 
** who had waited for the promifes of God," . 
to be the Chrift when firft prefented in the 
Temple ; — and that foon after the rejedlion of 
this Mefliah by the Jews, this Temple was 
deftroyed, and no other has ever been fincc 
rebuilt. In all the compafs of the Jewifti 
hiftory for the intermediate fpace of 400 
years, no perfon can be found to whom this 
Prophecy can be applied with any degree of 
probability, except to John the Baptift, who 
appeared at the time which had been ex- 
prefsly marked for the coming of the Mef- 
fiah, as we (hall fee in the following Chap- 
ter. To him it applies fo clofely as to point 
out with Angular precifion his office and cha-r 
racSer, and the fubftance of his precepts an4 
^exhortations. 

Tlierc were many proofs fufficiently clear 
to have fatisfied all the Jews, if their preju- 
dices had not been of the moft ftubborn na- 
ture, that a Prophet fimilar to Elias, and riot 
Elias himfelf, was intended to be announced 
M 4 by 
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by Malachi. The angel fent to Zechariaa 
made a declaration to this purpofe the niofl; 
full and dire6t. At the time when he cx- 
prefsly ordained that tlie pame of the pro- 
mifed child ihould he Jqhn^ he declared m 
exprefsly the nature of the commiffion which 
he was to execute, in the very words of Ma- 
Jachi-, ** and he (hall go before him [the 
Lord] in the fpirit and power of Ehas, to 
durn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the difobedient to the wifdom of the juft, 
to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.'^ When the difciples of John cgme to 
Jefus for complete fatisfacSiQn whether he was 
the expe(5ted Meffiah or not, our Lord took 
occafipn to give the moft full and illuftrious 
teflimony to the dignity of their mafter, and 
jhe moft cle^r decilion of the point in quef- 
tion^ And after thegloriqus transfiguration 
of our Lord upon the rxiquntain, when Mofes 
^nd Elias, or Elijah, the two greateft Pro- 
phets under the L^vv, had held a divine con- 
iference with him, our Lord exprefsly af- 
firmed, ** Elias is come already, and they 
knew him nqt, but have done uqto him what- 

*» Luke i. 17. 

« Matt, xi, 9, IQ, U, 12? 15, H, 15. Luke vii. 2%\ 

foevef 
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foever they lifted." This allufion isconfi* 
dered as fumciently plain, for it is immedi- 
ately added by the facred hiftorians, that *♦ the 
difciples imderftood that he fpake of John the 
BaptiftV' 

The refemblancc, between the office and 
charafter of the Elijah foretold by Malachi, 
3nd of John the Baptift as defcribed in the 
•Gofpels, is indeed exacft. The Prophet de- 
clares that Elijah was to come before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord^ which time has 
ever been underftood to refer, in its prinnary 
fenfe, to the complete deftrudlion of Jerufalem 
by the Romans, The Evangelifts aflert, that 
when John appeared, t^e day of wrath was 
coming — the ax was laid at the root of the 
tr^e. Malachi predids that a meflcnger fhall 
be fent to prepare the way of the Lord^ John 
exhorted the people tq xepent with more than 
common earneftnefs, *' becaufe the kingdom 
pf heaven was at hand/* or immediately coming. 
From this, and from other Prophecies *", the 
Jews expecflcd that Elias would be the pre^ 
cur for of the Meffiah, that he would pub-i 
lickly announce his approach, anoint him 
King, and introduce him to the people, 

^ Matt, xvii, K, 13, • Ifaiah xl. 5,. 

John 
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John was the voice crying in the wildenicfs^ 
that one was coming mightier than himfelf^ 
whofc Jhoes he was not worthy to bear ^. In 
obedience to the reqiieft of Him whom he 
knew to be the Mefliah, John baptized Jefus 
in the river Jordan, before he entered upon his 
public miniftry/ and teftified in the prefence 
of the aflembled muhitudcs, that ** he faw 
the fpirit of God defcending from heaven 
like a dove/* (emblematic of the character of 
the Chriftian difpenfation) ** and that it refted 
upon Him^^* whom he declared to be ** the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the fins of 
the world-^— the long-expedted King of Ifrael 
— even the Son of the moft High," It is 
evident then, that the particular nature of an 
office, or commiffion, and not the exaft iden- 
tity of a perfon, was the point which the 
Prophet Malachi had in view. 

The teftimony of the angel, and the decla- 
ration of Chrift himfelf, explaining the na- 
ture of the miffion of the Baptift, and (hew- 
ing the ftrid: reference of the Prophecies to 
him, agree precifely with his manner of life 
and general condud:. 

^Matt. ill. 3, 11. 

The 
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The external appearance of John, his unre- 
mitting aufterity of life, his adlive zeal, his 
bojd rebuke of vice, and his exhortation to 
the degenerate race of his countrymen, to re- 
pent of their fins, that they might avoid im- 
pending judgments, were circumftances per- 
fe<5tly fimilar to the hiftory of Ellas. It is 
therefore alfo evident, that the Prophecy of 
Malachi was fully accompliflied in the perfon 
of John the Baptift, the meflenger, or fore- 
runner of the Meffiah, who, in conformity 
with the eaftem cuftom of officers being fent 
to announce the approach of princes and 
kings, preceded him, and prepared the way 
for his reception ^, 

I muft be allowed to requeft the Reader's 
particular attention to this laft link of the 

« The teftimony of Jofephus to the charafler of John the 
Baptift agrees with the prophecy of Ifaiah and Malachi, 
and the narratives of the Evangelifls. '* Herod put to 
death John the Baptift, who was a juft man, and had 
called upon the Jews to be baptized and to pra6life virtue, 
exercifing both juft ice towards men, and piety towards 
God. And many coming to him, for they were wonder- 
iv\\y taken with his difcourfes, Herod was feized \^ith ap- 
prehenfions, left by his authority they Ihould be led into 
fcdition. The Jews were of opinion that the deftruftion 
of Herod*5 army was a punifhment upon him for putting 
ihe Baptift to death/' Lardner's Jewifh Teft. vol. vii, 
p. 116. 

chain 
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-chain of Prophets, SiA\\t\i teached frtfm Mofes 
to Malachi, as one of the many circumftances 
to prove the gradual preparation made for the 
Gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 

During the interval of 400 years between 
this laft Prophecy under the Old Difpenfation, 
and its fulfilment, the fecond Temple was 
indeed ftanding, but it could not boaft the 
^ifible glory of Jehovah, like that which had 
diftinguiftied the firft. There were no ap- 
pointed means of enquiring the will of God 
by means of the High Prieft. The people 
obferved the Law of Mofes, but no Prophet 
arofe among them. They were fufficicntly 
enlightened to look for their predicted Mef* 
fiah with a degree of anxiety and impatience, 
that might have weakened their attachment to 
the Covenant, which it appeared to be the 
pleafure of God to alter, if not to abrogate. 
And the feries of the Prophets clofed with a 
direct promife of a " meflenger in the fpirit 
and power of Elias,*' (who had been moft dif- 
tinguiftied by vifible marks of the Divine fa* 
vour) to precede the Lord, who fliould come 
fuddenly to his Temple— who ftiould be like a 
refiner's fire to purify his people in his great 
and dreadful day, when all the proud, yea, 
and all that do wickedly fliall be ftubble, and 

Ihall 
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fliall be burnt up ^. " But to thofe who fear 
the name of God, he fhould arifc as the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs, with healing in his wings, to 
make his name great among the Gentiles, that 
in every place incenfe fhoold be offered to the 
name of God, and a pure offering'." 

^ Mai. iii. ^. * Mai. iv. 2. 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

The Prophetic Defcription of the 'Birth ^ Cha- 
raBer^ Miffion, Sufferings^ Deaths Refur- 
re£lion^ and Afcenfion^ of the Meffiah^ com-^ 
paired with his Hijiory written by the Evan- 
gelifls after his Afcenfton into Heaven. 

IbO clear and fo full are the declarations of 
Ifaiah relative to the coming of the Mefliah, 
the nature of his kingdom, and the benefits 
refulting to mankind from its eftablifhment, 
that he has with very great propriety been 
called the Evangelical Prophet. One of his 
predidlions in particular can never be too fre- 
quently brought forward, as an inftance of a 
revelation of the Divine will dired:ed to one 
uniform courfe of circumftances and events. 
The regularity of its plan is unbroken, it is 
complete in its various parts, and it ftands de- 
tached from other fubjedts. It is a ftriking 

pidlure^ 
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piiSlure, of which the outlines are ftrongly 
marked, and the colours are natural and 
lively.- The form of expreffion is remark- 
able, for the Prophet fpeaks of things to 
come, as if they were either prefent or paft. 
Fully occupied by the importance of his fub- 
jeft, and carried forward to diltant times, he 
flies over the interval between the predid:ioa 
and its fulfilment, and writes in the. manner 
ofanexadl and faithful hiftorian. 

He is defpijed and reje^ed of men ; a man of 

farrows^ and acquainted, with grief: and we. 

hid as it were our faces from htm ; he was 

defpifedy and we ejieemed him not* Surely he^ 

bath borne our griefs^ and carried pur for rows : 

yet we did ejleem him flricken^ fmitten ofGod^ 

and affii^ed. But he was wounJed for our 

tranjgreffionsj he was bruifedfor our iniquities : 

the chajlifement of our peace was upon him; and 

with his Jiripes we are healed. Be was op- 

preffed^ and he wds affiicied^ yet he opened not 

his mouth : be is brought as a lamb to the 

Jlaughter^ and as aJJjeep before her Jhcarers is 

dumb^ fo he openeth not his mouth. He was 

taken from prifon and from judgment : and who 

fhall declare his generation f for he was cut off 

out of the land of the living : for the trans-- 

greffon 
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^ej^on of my people was he Jiricken. And hi 
made his^ grave with the wicked^ and with thi 
rich in his death ; becaufe he had done no vio-^ 
lence^ neither was any deceit in his mouth* Yet 
it pleafed the Lord to bruife him ; he hath put 
him to grief: when thoujhalt make his foul an 
offering for fin ^ bejhatlfee his feed ^ hejhallpro^ 
long his days^ and the pleafure of the Lordfijalt 
prof per in his hand. Hefi:}allfee of the travail 
of his foul ^ and Jhall be fatisfed : by his know^ 
ledge Jhall my righteous fervant jufiijy many ; 
for he fhall bear their iniquities. Therefore 
will I divide him a portion with the greats and 
he fioall divide the fpoil with the ftrong ; be-- 
caufe he hath poured out his foul unto death ; 
and he was numbered with the tranfgreffors : 
and he bare the fin of many^ and made interc^^ 
fiort for the tranfgreffors •, 

This Prophecy is an exaA anticipation of 
feme of the ntoft remarkable circumftances 
relating to the life and death of Ghrift, and 
the great benefits of his paffion* And to 
prove that it was literally accompliflied in our 
Saviourj we need only bring together the 

*Ifaiah liii. a, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, \2. 
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•parallel paffages in the prophetic and in the 
hiftoric writings ^. 

^ He Was difpijed and rejected of men^ for, zi 
he himfelf declared, ** the fon of man had not 
wh^re to lay his head ; and though he had 
done fo many miracles, ytt the greater part of 
the Jews believed not on hxm.y—He was a 
man of f arrows^ and acquainted with grief; 
for *• he wept at the tonib ,of Lazarus, 
mburned the approaching deftrucflion of Jeru- 
*falem, and expreffed contindal forrow for the 
fins and diftreffes of mankind." ** And 
.his foul was exceeding forrowful even unto 
dfcath*; and being in an agony he prayed 
Inore carneftly ; and his fweat was als it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
.ground**/' — Surely he bath home our griefs i 
for ** he was delivered for our offfences, and 

^ John xii. 57. Matt. yiii. 16. Rona. iv. 25. Gal. i. 4; 
1 Pet. ii. 24'. ,1 Tim. ii. 6. Matt. xxvi. 63. xxvii. SS. 
i Pet. ii. 22. 2 Cor. v. 21. Rom. v. 18. Matt: 3dxvii. 57, 
58. C6l. li. 15. Mark xv; 27. Heb. vii, 25. 
: I refer the ReadeJr for forate excellent. remarks on thi^ 
Prophecy; to Paley*9 Evidences, vol. ii. p. 1. It is much 
io be wiflied; that this very aT)le Divine haJ applied the 
Scuterieft of hrs pe'nfctration, and the picuKar vigour of hisr 
titderftaniding, to a faU ehicidatfon of this important part 
of bis fubjeft: 

* Matt, xxvi, S8. ^ Luke xxii. 44. 

ifQ^i I. N wis 
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was raifed again for our juftification/'— /ft 
was wounded for our tranfgreffions^ andhruifed 
for our iniquities^ for ** he gave himfelf for 
our fins, that he might deliver us frorti this 
prefcnt evil world." — The chajiifemeni of ou)r 
peace was upon him^ and with his ftripes nsk 
are healed^ for ** his own felf bare our fins 
in his own body on the tree, that we being 
dead to fin, (hould live unto righteoufncfs. — 
The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us alh 
for *' he gave himfelf a ranfom for all/'-^ 
He was opprejjfed and he was affiiSled^ yet he 
opened not his mouth. When brought before 
the High prieft, ** Jefus held his peace." — 
He was cut off out of the land of the livings for 
** he was crucified in the flower of his age.** 
He made his grave with the wicked^ and with 
the rich in his deaths for ** when the evening, 
after-his crucifixion, was come, there came a 
rich man of Arimathea, named Jofeph, and 
begged the body of Jefus, and laid it in hip 
own new tomb.** — He had done no violence ^ 
neither was any deceit in his mouthy for ** he 
did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth." — His foul was made an offering for 
Jtn^ for ** God made him to be fin for us, 
who kneUr no fin.^* — By his knowledge did the ^ 
righteous fervant (or fon) jujlify many^ for 
•• by the righteoufncfs of one, the free gift 

Came 
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ttiiie iipon all men iintb juftification of life.*^ 
—He divided the fpoil wtb the gritat, for 
** having fpoiled principalities artd powers^ 
he Aiade a flww of them openly^ triumphing 
Over them."*-^2& was numbisred with the 
iranfgrejffori^ for **, with him they crucified 
two thicvesi"— i/if ihade interceffion for the 
iranfgr^ars^ for ** he is able to fave iinners, 
to the uttermoft^ that cotHe unto God by him» 
feeing he ever liveth to make interceffion for 
thcm.'^ 

&ruck by the exadt application of thif 
paitage to the charader and fufl&rlngs of 
Chrift, the devout Eunuch of Ethiopia lif- 
tmed to the explanatory narrative of St. Phi« 
lip ^) and becaiite a zealous convert tc> the 
faith. In this iiiftance the |)owcr of Pro- 
phecy, as one great evidence of the truth of 
Chriftianity, was eminently difplayed^ And 
1 cannot help rertiinding the Reader of another 
intlance in the cafe of a prc^igate nobleman 
of this country, who in the laft century was 
infamous for his vices, and exemplary for his 
repentance. Upon the bed of death, he liC 
tened with eager curiofity to the pious Prelate, 
who illuftrated to him this remarkable paf« 

^Aftsviii. 2f6. 

N 2 fage 
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fage of Ifaiah, and died a true believer in an 
afflided and perfecuted Saviour/. 

The coming, of the Mediah and the nature 
of his kingdom, as we have before obferved, 
form the leading fubjedls of prophetical infpi- 
ration. ** The teftimony.of Jefus is dearly 
and moft erhinently tlie fpirit of Prophecy ^Z' 
To him all the Prophets give witnefs, and 
^ around^ him they throw . the beams . of their 
united light. As a proof of the truth of this 
affertion, we (hall now fele(Sl fome fcattered 
prbJidtons, that mark with as great jexadl- 
ncfs certain ni(^e and difcriminating circum* 
ilahc€s relative to the proraifed Meffiah ; .and 
fubjoin to >each of them thole extra6J:s from 
the writings of the Evangel ifts and. Apoftlcs, 
which fliow their completion. : 

' The PropTiet Micah points out the :place 
where the Meffiah was to be born, and. the 
tjfibe :fiom which he was to fpringK ^ But 

. ^ See Bifhop Burnet's Life of Lord Rod^efter, which, 
Di\ Johnfon obCerved,. " the critic ought fo read for it's 
elegance, the phiJofopher for its arguments,- and the faint 
for iis pietyj" ' : ^ 

' f Revel^ti<>nr xix. 10. . . . , 

^ For thefe Prophecies, and their correfpondent com- 
pletion, the Reader is referred .to ^^icah y, 2, Matt, iu 1. 
Hebi vii. 14. 
' 5 * ' ' t/jou 



compared wi^h ibe J^vangeli/ls." i8i 

tiA)u Bethlehem Ephratah^ though thou be little 
among the thoufands of yudah^ yet out of thee 
Jhall he come forth unto me^ that is io be ruler 
in Ifrdel. All the evangelifts menticMied that , 
Jcfus was born in 'Bethlehem of Judea; and 
that fuch was an undoubted fad, St* Paul in« 
forms us when he aflerts, ** that it is evident 
our LordTprang out of Judnh/* 

Ifaiah declares * that he fli^Il be defcended 
from David, and be born of a pure virgin. 
/4 virgin Jhall conceive and bear afon^ and they 
JIjoll call his name Immanuel — There Jhall came 
a rod out of the Jiem of fcjfe^ and the Spirit 
of the Lord Jhall rejl upon bim^ and the Spirit 
of wifdom and underjlanding. Th6 defcent of 
Jofeph, the reputed father, and of Mary the 
Mother of our Lord, is regularly traced from 
David the fon of Jefle, by the Evangelifts • 
•* Mary was found with child by the Holy 
Ghoft. — When Jefus was baptisted. by John 
in the river Jordan, the Spirit of God de-* 
fcended like a dove, and lighted upon him." 
His life and dodrine fully fliowed th^t the 
Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of wifdom and 
underftanding, did indeed reft or remain wath 

* Ifaiah vii. 14. Matt. i. BD. Luke iii. iS^Matt. ilu 
16. 

N 3 him 
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him always, " for it w« npt giycn untQ hiin 
by mc^fure/* 

Rifing to a loftier ftrain of dcfcriptjon, 
Ifaiah reprefents the dignity pf his natui^e an4 
attributes, and 2^mong other apprqpriatc cpi^ 
ihets, gives him one that peculiarly marks 
the mild and heavenly purpole of his Gofpcl^. 
. Unto uj a chiI4 is born^ unto us afon ts given i 
and the government Jhall be upon his Jhoulder j 
and his ndme Jhc^II be called Wond^rful^ Coun^ 
fellor^ the mighty God, the everlajiing Father^ 
the Prince of Peace. '^-rThxis qur Saviqur him- 
felf inftruds Nicodemus, " that God fo loved 
the world, that he gaye his only begottei| 
Son ; '* and St. Paul declares vv^hat is indeed 
proved by the whole tenqr of Evangelical 
Hiftory, " that God hath in thftfe laft times 
fpoken untq us by his Son/* He declares 
likewife, •* that Chrift is the wifdom of 
God and the power qf God-r-that he is our 
peace, and the Lord qf peace himfelf— the 
image of the inviiible God — that he is before 
all things, and by him all things cqniift — ^thc 
brigh^nefs of his Father's glory, and the cs> 

^ Ifaiah Ix. 6. John iii. 16. Heb. i. ^« Ephef. iu 
14. 1 Con i. ?4, Col. i, 15. 17. «0, « Th^ff. iii. 16, 
Hcb. i,S. 

|)rcf5 
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prff§. |i|)fige of his perfon/* The 
lifts ^ aiTert, that the voice heard from 
when oi^r Lord was baptized in the river Jor- 
dan, de^rlared, ** This is my beloved Son/^ 
Thp goyemment was given tp him, for he 
caft out evil fpirit«, he overruled the L^ws qf 
nature by his miraculous power — and ** he 
had all poiy^r given unto him both in heaven 
and «rth." At his birth the angels, in their 
ibng Qf trii^mpht 4<sclared '' peace on earth 
and good will tpwards meq," thus celebrating 
hist high 9nd gracious ol|^ce, as Rede^ner qf 
^ finf^l WprJd, ?ind marking the charafterif- 
ticSi of the mild and benevolent religion he 
C^ame tq e|Uhli^* 

Ifaiah likeiyife fpecifies the pa^rtiqilar kinds 
of miracles by which the divine origin of the 
Cbriftijin fiLeyelatiqn fhould be proved. 

Tien thf eya oftheJ>lindJhaU be opened^ and 

the ear^ of the dfafjhall be unfioffed. Then 

Jhdl the Im^man leap as an hqrt^ and the 

tongm qf the dumb Jng^. The fqllowing 

words of Chrift, when fpeaking pvticular^y 

1 Matt. ill. 17. Ifaiah xix. 6. Matt, xxviii. 18* 
I^uke n. 14* 
f Ifaiah )^xxv. 5, 6. Matt. xi. 5, 

^^ 4 of 
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pf his miracles to the difciples of John, an^ 
which plainly refer to the Prophecies, arc 
confirmed by the Gofpels, in the fuUeft man- 
ner : ** The blind receive their fight, and the 
lame walk; the lepers are cleanfed, ^dthc 
deaf hear, the dead are raifed up.** 

The reward given by the High Priefts to 
Judas the betrayer, is exactly fpecificd by Ze- 
chariah". They weighed for my price thirty 
pieces of fiver. Thus the Evangelifts relate, 
that ** Judas Ifcariot went unto the chief 
Priefts, and faid unto them. What will ye give 
me, andlwill deliver him unto you? And 
they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of 
iilver/' 

The cruel and moft undeferved treatment, 
which he fuffered previous ,to his death, is 
thus mentioned by Ifaiah \ I gave my hack to 
thefmitersy and my cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair : I hid not my face from fhame and 
fpitting. It is particularly recorded, *^ that 
they did fpit in his face, and buffet him, an4 
that others fmotc him with the palms of their 
hands.-* \ 

. ^ Zech. xi. 15. Matt. xxvi. Iff. 
f Ifaiah 1. 6* Matt. xxvi. 6^7. 

Hi? 
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His particular kind pf death, by beings 
nailed to a crofs, is defcribed by David ^^ 
^hey pierced my hands and my feet. And tljf 
Evangelifts fay exprefsly, that '* the Jews 
/crucified him/' 

And the particular kind of drink that wa^ 
offered him is mentioned likewife by David % 
They gave me alfo gall for my meat^ and in my 
thirji they gave me vinegqr to drink. The 
Evangelifts relate, that ** they gave {liipvin^ 
^ to drink mingled with gall." 

And the manner likewife, \\\ which his 
garments were adjudged to the foldiers who 
attended his execution, is exadlly ftated in the 
Pfalms ■. They part my garments among them^ 
^nd caji lots upon my vefiure. Thus in the 
Gofpel it is particularly pientiqned, ** that 
they parted hi$ rainient and caft lots for his 
coat, as it was without feam, and woven from 
the top thrpughqut." 

The manner of hi« interment is foretold by 
Ifaiah*. . That he Jb^uU make his grave witf> 

f Pfalm xxii. 16. Ma^t. xxyii. 35. 
» Pfalm Ixix. 21. Matt, xxvii, S4. 
* Pfalm xxii. 18. John xix. 2$» 
f Ifaiah liii. 9. Matt, xxvii. 57, £8. 

the 
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the rich. Thus " a rich man of Arimathet»^. 
named Jofeph, took the body of Jefus, and 
laid it in his own new t&ffnb/* 

That he (hould rife again, without bemg 
fubjedfc to decay, is the glorious declaration of 
the Pfalmift •. For thou nmlt not leave my 
foul in hell^ neither n»ilt thou Juffer thine bobf 
me to fee ct^rruption^ Thus the angel aifures 
the woman, *' that Jefus which was crucified 
is rifen as he faid/' David fpake of the xc^f 
furredlion of Chrift, *^ whom God raifed up, 
whereof," faid St. Peter when he applied this 
Prophecy to our Lord, *< we are ^ wit* 
ncfles.** 

The manner in which the Evangeliftci 
(hewed the fulfilment of the prophecies by 
Chrift is remarkable, for they applied them 
not with hefitation, as if th^ were doubtful as 
to their fenfe, or undecided as to their objed);. 
Their boldnefs of aflfertion bore the ftamp and 
charadter of truth. They hjid the moft dear 
proofs, more particularly from miracles, that 
their divine Matter was the promifed Mefiiah, 
and therefore were fully perfuaded that all 
the prophecies centered in him. They appear 

* Pfalm xvT. 10, Miitt. ^xviii. 6. ^£U it. ^1, M. 

to 
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|o h«ve had no conception, that this evidence 
ix^uld in the nature of things be referable to 
^ny one elfe. and therefore they pre{|ed the 
arguments drawn from the Old Teftament 
ppon the minds of the unconverted, with all 
the lincerity of cpnviiftiofi, and jdj the 4utho« 
jrity of truth. 

All perfons are encouraged, by the gracious 
example of our Lord himfelf, to feck the 
light, and the evidence thus brought to illuf^ 
|:ratc the charadter, and the miflion of Chrift, 
the Meffiah of the Jews, and the Saviour of 
the world. For, when he was about to take 
bis final leave of his Difciples after his refur** 
re£tion, and was defirous of pointing out to 
them the cleareft teftimonies, that, in addition 
to his miracle^ and his precepts, could aya* 
*firm his divine million, " beginning at 

MOSBS AND A1:L THE PROPHETS, HE EX* 
fOUNDED UNTO TIfEM IN ALL THE SCRIP^ 
TUKES, THE THINGS CONCERNING HIM<« 
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CHAPTER THE TENTH. 

^ The DeJiru8iion of the City and Temple ofje^ 
rufalem^ and the Subverjton of the Jewifh 
Government according to the Predidion of 
Chriji. / : . 

1 HE awful cata^ftrophe of the deftrudlion 
of Jerufalem^ was. a fubjedt prefented to th? 
minds of the moft diftinguiihed Prophets. 
Mofes faw, from a remote diftance ^f time, 
the peculiar calamities that would refult from 
the difobedfence of his people. And to clofe 
the wonderful feries of predidions, our Lorgl 
denounced in terms of pity and afFedtion the 
approaching falj of tho holy city, and fixed 
the period of its complete deftrudlion, and 
the total fubverfion of the Jewifli govern- 
ment. Upon this fignal event the authority 
- of Chrift as a Prophet very materially de- 
pended j; 
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upended j and as it took place within the time 
heprefcribcd, with all its previous, concomi- 
tant, and fubfequent circumftances, cxadlly 
as he had foretold, the whole train of oc- 
currences confpired to prove his infallible 
truth. 

This Prophecy, which 'muft fill every mind 

•that confiders it attentively with the moft ex- 

'alted conceptions of its divine author, forms 

:an eflential part of the Gofpel hiftory, and is 

interwoven with the texture of its moft inl- 

*portant contents. It is recorded by Matthew, 

,Mark, and Liike, In regard to the precife 

year in which their refpedlive Gofpels were 

written, there is a difference of opinion among 

'the learned*; but it is univerfally agreed that 

•they were all written and publifhed fome years 

before the deflru<Stion of Jerufalem. And it 

is probable that thefe Evangelifts were dead 

before that event took place. No unbeliever, 

* The earlieft account I have met with Is that of Dr. 
-Owen, who ftates the Gofpel of St, Matthew to have been 
.written A.D. S8. The lateft account brings it down to 
A. D. es, St. Mark wrote his Gofpel about the year 61'. 
St. Luke a little after,. probably in &S. Percy's Key, 
p. 47. Calmct, vol. ii. p. 155. Du Pin's HiRory of 
ithc.CgncHi/ yqly ii#p- ^6, 41, &Cr Townfon on the 
Gofpei?, p, 4, 116, 15^, 166, &c. 

I either 



cadser of atitient oir tikxlern timcs^ Jew ti^ 
Gctitile^ Adther Julian, nor Celfus, nor Por^ 
phyiy, neidio: Voltaire* nor Gibbon* has ever 
had the temerity to infinuate, iMuch lefs ta 
itiaintain, that it was foi-ged, or iptetpolatedi 
after the event. 

It appears from thfc narrative of St. Mark^ 
. that our Lord's declaration concejning thti 
buildings of the Temple, ** There Ihall not bci 
left one ftone upon another^ that (hall not hd 
thrown down,'* had excited confiderable alanri 
and anxiety amdng his followers i and that as 
foon as he was feated on the Mount of Olives^ 
whither he immediately wetit, four of his Dii- 
tiplcs privately entreated hitn to giVe thenl 
farther information relative to ** the limi 
when all thefe things (hould be fulfilled, and 
the Jig^s which (hould precede their accom-^ 
iplifhment.^' The parallel paflTages in Matthe\y 
and Luke plainly indicate that this cnquirf 
refpecfled the deftrudlion of Jerufalem, thd 
Second Coming of ou^ Lord, and the End of 
the world — events which they poflibly ex- 
pefted to happen together — and to which th« 
reply of our Lord evidently refers- 

The Mount of Olives commanded a futi 
view of the City and the Temple, the gran- 
deur, 
8 
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detir, the magnificence, and the ftriking fitua« 
ti(Mi of which, as circumftantially defcribed by 
Jofephus !•, muft have rendered this fpot pecu- 

, liarljr 

^For the fafts which (how the completion of this Vro^ 
phecy, we are not confined to the ftatement of Chriftian 
writers alone, who by unbelievers might be fufpefied, 
however uncandidiy, of a difpofition to bend the events to 
the prediftions. We are happily in pofleflion of the moft 
curious and valuable fource of information. So far from 
rejefling the teftimony of Jewijh writers upon this fub. 
jeft, which they might naturally be dlTpofed to reprefent 
in a manner honourable to their own nation, and difadvan- 
tageous to the charafter of Chrift, we appeal to the evi- 
dence of the Hiftorian Jofephus, who was remarkably dif- 
tinguifhed by his attachment to his country, and his ve- 
neration for the Laws of Mofes. He was defcended 
from the family who bore the facred office of High Prieft. 
he was a diftinguifhed General in the early part of the laft 
JewiQi war ; and after he was taken prifoner, was admit* 
ted to Ihare the confidence of the Emperor Vefpafian and 
his fon Titus, with whofe approbation, as well as that of 
Kings Agrippa and Herod, and other eminent and intelli* 
gent perfons, he publifhed the Hiftory of the Wars of the 
Jews.* His evidence is moft full, particular, and exad, 
and goes to the confirmation of every point in this Pro- 
phecy. With fingular care he has omitted to mention the 
name of Chrift, and yet with fingular grecifion he has iU 
luftrated his predictions. From his fituation as a General 
in the former part of the war, and a prifoner in the latter^ 
when he was conftantly with the Roman commander* no- 
thing efcapcd his obfervation. No perfon who poHefre^ 
the leaft degree of candour, whatever may be his religious 
.#pinion8, can have any fair .^ objection to his teftimony. 

None 
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liarly fuited to the fubjcd: of this Prophcc^r;- 
And in this lUblime and interefting fcefte di4 

o\xi 



None can plead, that he has given a falfe colouring X,^ hif 
narrative, for the purpofe oC favouring. Jcfus Chrift a|i(! 
his Difciples. The important fervice he has rendered ta 
Chriftianity is wholly unintentional. Confidering his vi- 
llous cfcapes from the moft imminent danger,) and the par- 
ticular crifis at which he lived, he foems to have beeri 
raifed up and preferved by Providence, to Ihow theexafit 
accomplifhment of the Prophecy of Chrift. if he was ig- 
norant of ChrifliayiMty, he could not poflibly write with a 
view to promote its interefts. If he was not igrtorant of 
it,, w.e may be certain from his ftrong attachment to the 
Laws of MofeSj and from his filence, that he was not fa- 
vourable to it— fo that what he relates, is drawn from hini 
by the power of irrefiftible truth; and is ateftimony far 
more ftrong, and more unexceptionable, than the moft ex- 
plicit mention of the name of Chrift, and the moft la- 
boured encomium on his words and aftions. For a full 
account of Jofephus and bin works, fee Lardner, vol. vii* 
p, 30, 259,&c» 

The curious details of Jofephus are confirmed in many' 
important circumftances, by Tacitus the eminent. Hifto-i 
rian,,who flourifhed about thirty years after the deftruSionf 
of Jerufalem* He fpeaks of the ftrength of the fortifica- 
tions of that city, the immenfe riches and ftrength of thfJ 
Temple, the faflions that raged during the fiege, the prodi** 
gies that preceded it, and the report prevalent at that timo,- 
that a ruler of the world fhould come from the Eaft. Hd 
particular]^ mentioas the large army brought by Vefpa- 
iian to fubdue Judea, and take Jerufalem, a fa£l whicb 
ftiows the magnitude and tlie importance of the expedi- 
tiop. ' . • 'l 
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our Lord fully reveal to his feledt Difciple^ 
thofe decrees of Divine juftice, which he had 
frequently before, in general terms, pro- 
nounced in the prefence of furrounding mul- 
titudes % The divine charadter of the perfon 

who 

Other Heathen authors may be mentioned, whofe ac- 
count of thefe tranfaftions is very much to the purpofe* 
The moft remarkable are Philoflratus and Dion Caflius^ 
who lived in the third century. By the former it is ex- 
prefsly related, that Titus declared after the capture of 
Jcrufalem, that he was not worthy of the crown of vitlory, 
as he only had lent his hand to the execution of a work, in 
which God was pleafed to manifeft his anger. It does not 
appear that Philoftratus copied Jofephus, as he relates 
fome things in a different manner. The account of Dion 
Caffius, when compared with that of the great Jewifh hif- 
torian, is concife and defeflive. Neverthelefs, he relates 
all the principal tranfa£tions of the war — the conqueft of 
Judea by Titus and Vefpafian, the obftinate and bloody 
refiilance of the Jews during the fiege of Jerufalem, and 
what is of moft importance, the deftruftion of the Temple 
by fire. 

In thefe particulars he agrees with Jofephus, in others be 
differs from him fo much, that it is very probable he never 
confulted his works — In Dion Caffius and Philoftratus 
we have two witneffes unacquainted with Jofephus, who 
ftrongly confirm his teftlmony, and unite to illuftrate the 
Prophecy 'now under our confideration. See Lardner's 
Teft. vol. vii. p. 112. vol. viii. p. ISl. 

* Lardner has well remarked, that this Prophecy, al- 
though delivered in private to the Difciples, plainly refer* 
red to many of pur Lord's public fpeeches, Matt, xxiii. 
«9— S9.' Luke xix. 41—44. There are likcwifc fre- 

VOX.. I. Q • queut 
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who uttered this predicStion, the clear lan-i^ 
guage in which it was exprefled, the fokmn 
manner in which it wa? confirmol, the 
people who were the immediate fubjefts of 
it, the unparalleled calamities denounced 
»gainft them, and its ultimate reference to^he 
confummation of the ftupendous Chriftian 
fcheme, which was laid " before the founda- 
tions of the world" — ^has been " witueffed by 
all the Prophets from the beginning*'~and 
fhall extend beyond this world's duration — • 
render the whole tranfadtion inexpreilibly in^ 
terefling and awfuL 

I (hall quote the whole Prophecy as ftatc^ 
by the three eVangelifts, and only firft obferve» 
that whoever carefully reads this Prophecy^ 
hot only reads an exadfe recital of fubfcquent 
events, but finds them arranged nearly in 
the fame wder of time in which they hap- 
pened« 

His Difcipks came to him for to Jhew him 
the buildings of the temple. And Jefus /aid 
unto tbem^ See ye not all tbefe things ? Verily 

' quent references to the calamities that were coming upon 
ihe Jews in feveral parables, Matt* viii. 11, 12. xxi. l&r 
I9y &c^ xxiit 1—7. Luke xiii. 6— ^. xiv. 17— «4. 
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' I Jay unto you^ There Jhall not be left here one 
Jione upon another^ that Jhall ndt be thrown 
down. And as be fat upon the mount of Olives^ 
the Dlfciples came unto him privately^ f^y^^S* 
Teli us^ when Jhall tbefe things be ? and it-hat 
Jhall be thefign* of thy comings and of the end of 
the world? And J ejus anfwered and f aid 
unto them^ Take heed that no man deceive you : 
for many Jhall come in my name^ J^y^^gy i ^^ 
Chriji ; and Jhall deceive many. And ye Jhall 
hear of wars^ and rujnours of wars : Jee that 
ye be not troubled: for all tbefe things muji come 
to pajs^ but the end is not yet. For nation 
Jhall rife againjl nation^ and kingdom againjl 
kingdom: and there Jhall be famines ^ and pcjii- 
lences^ and earthquakes^ in divers places. AH 
tbefe are the beginning of f arrows. Then Jhall 
they deliver you up to be offliEied^ andfjaH kill 
you : and ye Jhall be hated of all nations for my 
nam^sfake. And then floall many be offended^ 
4ind Jhall betray one another ^ andfiall hate one 
another. And many falfe prophets Jhall rije^ 
and Jhall deceive many. And becauje iniquity 
Jhall abound^ the Icrue of many Jhall wax cold.. 
But he that Jhall endure unto the end, tljejame 
Jhall be Javed. And this <a of pel of the kingdom 
Jhall be preached in all the world, for a witiefs 
unto aU nations ; and tbjn Jhall the end come. 
pa WMn 
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When ye therefore Jhall fee the abomination of 
defolation fpoken of by Daniel the Prophet ^fland 
in the holy place ^ (whofo readeth let him under r> 
fand) then let them which be in Judea flee into 
the mountains: let him which is on the houfe^top 
not come down to take any thing out of his 
houfe. Neither let him which is in the f eld 
return back to take his clothes. And woe unto 
them that are with child ^ and to them that give 
fuck in tbofe days I But pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter^ neither on the fab-- 
bath'day : for then Jhall be great tribulation^ 
fuch as was notfnce the beginning of the world 
to this time^ no^ nor ever jhall be. And except 
thofe days fhould be fhortenedj there fhould no 
flejh befaved: but for the eleSi^s fake thofe days 
fhall be fhbrtened. Then if any man Jhall fa^ 
unto you ^ Lo^ here is Chrifij or there; believe 
it not. For there Jhall rife falfe Chrijls^ and 
falfe Prophets^ and fhall fhew great fgns and 
wonders ; infomuch that (if it were pojjible) 
they Jhall deceive the very eleSi. Behold I b^t^^ 
told you before. Wherefore if they Jhall fay 
unto you^ Behold^ he is in the defer t ; go not 
forth : behold f he is in the fecret chambers ; 
believe it not. For as the lightning cometb 
out of the eaf^ and fhineth even unto the wefi; 
fo fhall alfa the coming of the Son of man be. 

For 
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JFor wberefoever the carcafe is^ there will the 
eagles be gathered together^. 

And as he went out of the temple^ one of bis 
Difciples faith unto him^ Majier^ fee what 
manner ofjlones^ and what buildings are here I 
And Jefus anfwering^ faith unto bim^ Seejl thou 
thefe great buildings? There Jhall not be left 
oneflone upon another^ that Jhall not be thrown 
down — When Jhall thefe things be f — And 
Jefus anfwering them^ began to fay^ Take heed 
left any man deceive you : for many Jhall come in 
my name ^ faying^ I am ChriJi ; and Jhall de^ 
ceive many. And when ye Jhall hear of wars ^ 
and rumours of wars^ be ye not troubled: for 
fuch things muji needs be ; but the end Jhall not 
be yet. For nation Jhall rife againjl nation^ 
and kingdom againjl kingdom; and there Jhall 
be earthquakes in divers places^ and there Jhall 
be famines and troubles: thefe are the begin^ 
nings of for rows. Slut take heed to yourf elves : 
for they Jhall deliver you up to councils ; and in 
the fynagogues ye Jhall be beaten : and ye Jhall 
he brought before rulers and kings for my fake ^ 
for a tejlimony againjl them. And the Gojpel 
^nft fi^ft ^^ publijhed among all nations. Hut 
when they Jhall lead you^ and deliver you up^ 

5 Matt. xxiv. 

o 3 take 



igB DfJIniSiton of Jerufakm, &/;. 

take no thought beforfhand what ye Jhallfpeak^ 
neither do ye premeditate ; but wbatfoever Jball 
be given you in that hour^ that /peak ye : for 
it is not yc^ that ffeak^ but the Holy Ghoji. 
Now the brother jhall betray the brother to 
death, arid the father the fo^ ; and children 
Jhall rife up againf their parents^ and Jhall 
caufe them to be put to d?ath^ And yejhall be 
hated of all men for my name's fake; but he that 
Jhall endure unto, the end, the Jame Jhall be 
faved. But when ye Jhall fee the abomination 
of dcfolation fpoken ^ by Daniel the Prophet^ 
Jlanding where it ought not^ (let him that 
rcadeth underjiand,) then let them that be in 
judea fee to the mountains : and let him that 
is on the houfe-top not go down into the houfe^ 
neither enter therein, to take any thing out of 
his boife: and let him that^is in the f eld hot turn 
back again for to take up his garment. But woe 
to them that are with cbild^ and to them that give 
fuck in thrfe days I And pray ye that y^ur flight 
be not in the winter. For in thofe days Jhall be 
affii^iionyjucb as was not from the beginning of 
the creation, which Qod created^ unto this 
time, neither Jhall be. And except that the 
Lord had Jhortened thofe days^ no flejh fl^ould 
be faved: but for the eleSi's fake^ whom he 
hath chofen, he hath Jhortened the days. And 
ihen^ if any man, Jhall fay to you^ Lo^ herk 
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ir Chrtfl ; or^ h^ he is there ; believe him 
not: forfalfe Chrifis andfalfi Prophets jhall 
rife^ and jhall Jhew Jigns and wonders ^ tofe- 
duce^ if it were pojftble^ even the elect. But 
take ye heed: behold I have foretold you all 
things *• 

And as fome Jpake of the temple^ how it was 
adorned With goodly fiones and gifts ^ hefaidf 
As for thefe things which ye behold^ the days 
wiill come J in the which there piall not be left 
crse Jlone upon another^ that jhall not be thrown 
dawn. , And they ajked him^ j^yingi Mafter^ 
but when jhall thefe things be ? and what jign 
will there be when thefe things jhall come to 
pajs ? And hejaid^ Take heed that ye be not 
deceived ; for many jhall come in my name^ 
faying J I am Chrifi ; and the time draweth 
near : go ye not therefore after them:. But 
when ye jhall hear of wars and commotions j 
be not terrified: for thefe things mujl frjl 
come to pajs ; but the end is not by and by. 
Then jaid he unto them^ Nation jhall rife 
againfi nation^ and kingdom again ji kingdom: 
and great earthquakes Jhall be in divers [daces ^ 
and famines^ and pejiilences ; and fearful 
fghtSy and great fgns jhall there befromhea^ 

f Mark ^f iii 

04" "ven^ 
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ven. But before all thefe they Jhall lay their 
hands on you^ and perfe cute youy delivering 
you up to the lynagogues^ and into firifonSj 
being brought before kings and rulers for my 
name's fake. And it Jhall turn to you for a 
tejlimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts^ 
not to meditate before what ye Jhall anfwer : 
for I will give you a mouth and wifdom^ 
which all your adverfaries /hall not be able t9 
gainfay nor rejifl. And ye Jhall be betrayed 
both by parents^ and brethren^ and kinsfolks^ 
and friends ; andfome of you Jhall they caufe 
to be put to death. And ye Jhall be hated of 
all men for my name's fake. But there Jhall 
not an hair of your head perijk. In your 
patience pojfefs ye your fouls. , And when ye 
Jhall Jee. Jerufalem compajfed with armies^ 
then know that the defolation thereof is nigh. 
Then let them which are in Judea flee to the 
mountains ; and let them which are in the 
midji of it depart out ; and let not them that 
are in the countries enter thereinto,. For thefe 
be the days of vengeance^ that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. But wpe 
unto them that are with child^ and to them 
that give fuck in thofe days ! for there fitall 
he great dijirefs in the landy and wrath upon 
this people. And they Jhall fall by the edge 
gf the fword^ and Jhall be Ud away captive 

into 
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into all nations: and Jerufalem jhall be trod^ 
den down of the Gentiles^ until the times of 
the G entiles be fulfilled^. 

We now proceed to fliow the fulfilment of 
the moft ftriking parts of this Prophecy. 

Many JhaU come in my name^ faying^ I am 
Chrifi and the time draweth near. 

Many indeed were the impoftors, who 
cither impioufly affumed the name of Chrift, 
or the character of infpired Prophets. Jofe- 
phus* relates, that in the reign of Claudius 
•* the land was overrun with magicians, im- 
poftors, and feducers, who drew the people 
after them in multitudes into folitudes and 
deferts, to fee the figns and miracles they 
promifed to (how by the power of God.*^ 
Felix, and afterwards Feftus, governors of 
Judea, judging thefe proceedings to be the 
commencement of rebellion againft the Ro* 
mans, continually fent out detachments of 
foldiers, and deftfoyed great numbers of the 
deluded populace. Among thefe impoftors 
were Dofitheus the Samaritan, who^affirmed 
that he was the Chrift foretold by Mofes j 

' Luke xxi. 

t Anti<}. Jud, lib, xx« €r8* 

Simon 



Sinion Mag«is> ^fyto &id that he at)|)€ared 
sunang. tW Jews as^ the %n of God : and 
Theudas\ who pretending to be a Prophet, 
perfuaded many of the people to take their 
j^oods and follow him to the river Jordan, de- 
claring that he was divinely cotnmiffioned,^ 
and that at his command the waters would 
be divided/ and give them a fdfe pafTagtf to 
the oppofjt€ fide. Many other exaniples 
might be adduced ; but thefe are fufficient to 
filablifh the truth of this prtfdidiion. 

3ut whenyejkdl hear of wars and comtno-^ 
tions (or tumours of watsjy be not terrified i 
for thefe things liiufi frji come to pafs i but 
the end is not yet. 

Thefe wars itt>d commotions were as the 
diftant thunder, that forebodes approaching 
Jlorms. Previous to the d^rudkicfti of Jerju- 
^ero the gredfeft agitation prevailed in the 
R<Mnafl Empire^ and the ftruggk for fuccef* 
jioa to the imperial throne was attended by 
Severe and bloody c<Mifli<SlSi Four Emperors, 
Nera, Galba, Oiho,. and Vitdlius, fuffe/cd 
violent deaths within the fliort {^icc of 
pi^flMeen moflth«> Th« f raperor Caligula 

*Antic|.Jttdi,lib..xxii(;C.4# - 

; , com- 
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comtmncjcdthe Jews.to place, his ftatue in 
their Temple; and in confequeneeof a pofi<- 
tive refufal tQ comply with fo impious a rc-k 
quefl, he threatened them with an invafion^ 
which was prevented by his death. The end 
is not. yet ; for thefc wents^ alarming as they 
feemed, were only the. preludes to the dreadful 
and tumultuous fcenes that followed. 

For nation Jhall rife ugainfi nation^ and. 
kingdom again/i kingdom. 

As thefe denunciations of our Lord were, 
particularly referable to the Jews, we look of 
courfe to Judea, and the places where thf 
Jews were refident, for their accomplilluncnt* 
Not to mention other infurredtions and a<3;s of 
pational hoftility, it may be remarked, that at 
the time of the Paflover in the year 49, when 
Cumanus was Procurator of Judea, there 
happenec| a^ violent tunault in Jerulalem, ia. 
which many thoufands of its inhabitants^ 
Were flain» In Cefarea^Scythopolis, Af(:alc»v 
Alexandria, and Damafcus, there were the 
greaceft popular diforders, and multitudes of 
the Jews were flain by the Tyrians and Syri- 
ans. Jofephus, when fpeaking of this time, 
fays, " Every city w« divided into two 



armies,** 
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And great earthquakes Jhall be in divers 
places J and famines^ and pejiilencesy andfear^ 
fuljights^ and Jigns from heaven. 

Thchiftcryof this period is replete with 
inftances of terrible prefages of Divine ven- 
geance. In the fourth year of the reign of 
Claudius, a dreadful famine began, that ex- 
tended throughout the Roman enripire, and 
was moft feverely felt in Judea for feveral 
years. The Chriftian Gentile converts, moved 
by the exhortations of St. Paul, fent liberal 
contributions for the relief of their Jewifli 
brethren. And Helena, Queen of Egypt^ 
jfent a large fupply of corn from that country, 
to alleviate the general diftrefs. A particular 
account of this calamity is given by Jofephus% 
who affirms, that many of his countrymen 
periftied for want of food ; and alfo by Eufc- 
bius, Orofius, and Suetonius. Several hifto- 
rians mention the^ ravages of pejiilence ; but 
the terror occafioned by the uncommon earths 
quakes in divers places^ leads thenl to a more 
detailed account of the fulfilment of this pre- 
diftion. Philoftratus, in his Life of Apollo- 
nius^ mentions the violent earthquakes 

* Ant. Jud. lib. XX. c. ^. 

* Lib. iv. c. S4- 

which 



prediBed by our Savioun 2505 

which happened in the reign of Claudius at 
Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, Samos, and 
other places, in all of which Jews were fet- 
tled. Tacitus^ mentions one at Rome in the 
fame reign, and fays, that in the reign of 
Nero, the cities pf Laodicea, Hierapolis, and 
Colofle, were overthrown. Another .earth* 
quake is mentioned by Suetonius, which 
happened at Rome in the reign of Galba. Jo- 
fqphus "* relates, that in Judea at the beginning 
of the war, but before Jerufalem was befieged 
by Titus, there was fuch an uncommonly 
tremendous florm of wind, and thunder, and 
lightning, with " a fearful noife of the agi^ 
tated earth, as portended/, in the (pinion of 
many, the greateft evils." Many prodigies 
are recorded by the hiftorians of thofe times, 
of a much more ftrange and extraordinary 
nature ", which, whether they adtually hap- 
pened or not, fully prove that the imagina- 

' Ann. lib. xiv. (:* j27. lib. xv. c. 22. 

•Bell. Jud. lib.iv. c. 4. 

» So wpnderful were thefe prodigies, that Jofephus not 
only mention^ them particularly in the bcg\,nning of his 
account of the wars of the Jews, .but in th£ courfe of his 
narrative affigns a whole chapter to them, lib. vii. c. 12. 
Lardner examines them, and weighs their probability with 
his ufual caution and acci^racy, vol. vii. p. 89, &c. — I 
have fekftedthofe only, in which Jofephus and Tacitus 
agree. ^ 

tion 
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^oa ci tih€ people wa? firigyJbrljr i^iprelTf^ 
with, a belief thai they really happened^ and 
it might ht laid, that our Lord's pfedi<3:ioii 
-was thus fulfilled. Confidering, bowpver, 
the irequeirt* miraculous appearances of parti^ 
cular interpofitioa in the courfe of nature, \iff 
•whidi it pleafed the Almighty to manifeft to 
Jiis jchofen people his proteftion and dif- 
jpleafure^ it cannot be deemed improbable^ 
that fame oi thefe Jtgns were indeed J rom 
Aeqvem 

. But before all ihefe things they Jhali lay their 
iands m you^ and Jierfecute you^ delivering 
youufit^ the Jynagogues^ and intoprifons^ be*- 
Mg brmght before kings and rulers for my 
ncane'sfc^. — Andfome of youfiaUthey caufe 
to be fiut to death. 

The precifion with which the time is fpc- 
cified is very remarkable. Previous to the 
other prognoftics^fihe deftru<ftion of Jcrufa- 
lem, the difciples of Chrift were taught to 
cxped the hardfliips of perfecution. The 
Ac^s of the Apoftles fhow how exa<31y this 
prediiSlion was fulfilled ^ St. Paul acknow- 
ledges 

•AGs iv. vi, yii, viii, xii, xxi, xxviii. je Cor. xi. ^3. 

Heb. X* 5^. z Thcf. i. 4. James ii. 6. The Ap^^tei 
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kdges that it had been his frequmt cafiDin 
previous to his conveffion, ** to puntOiy and 
to beat in the fynagogues tHofe that bdiev^.** 
Sc Pe«er and St. John boldly conlefTed th^ 
laith before Annas and Caiaphas. St. Paul 
idiated the particulars of hi^ miracuious oon-^ 
vcrfi<m in the prefenccof the High Prieft^ 
and with tlie greattft inti*^dify pleaded his 
caufe at the tribunal of the tremWing Felix, 
and the half-converted Agrippa* St. Stephefi 
confounded the oppofition of the Sanhedrim, 
by the eloquence of his ^^C^nce^ md his for- 
cible appeal to the Prophecies ; and laid down 
his life in atteftaticm of the truth, before mul- 
titudes of adverfaries. And under Nero a 
more dreadful and general perfecudon to<Jc 
place» in which St^ Peter and St. Paul fuf- 
fered as martyrs for the faith. This prof- 
peA of per(bcu4|i(Mi, treocheiy, and death; 
n\uft indeed have overpowered the minds of 
the Difcipies, if their divine Mafter had hot 
at the fame time given them m abfdute pro^ 

tad many converts were beaten by the Jew«, A&s v. .40. 
lUil* 19. Paul was five tjni^s fcojurged by the Jewg« ax^d 
tbrice beaten with rods, 2 Cpr. xi. ^24, 55. James w»il 
flain [with the fwprd, A6ls xii. 2. The Epiftle to the 
Hebrews fcemy evidently to. have been written in a great 
degree to comfort Chriftians under perfecution, x, 32, SS. 
xii. $^ &c, 

Plifc 
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mife of fupport, diredtion, and final fuccefs, 
in the great caufe they had undertaken to 
defend. Settle it therefore in your hearts 
(that is, have perfedt faith, or confidence, in- 
xny affurances of affiftance), not to meditate 
before what yejhall anfwer. For I will give 
you a mouth andwifdom^ which all your ad-- 
verfaries Jhall not be able to gatnfay or refift"^. 
How literally this pronriife has been fulfilled 
it is furely unneceflary to obferve. 

The Goffiel muJI frji be publijhed to all 
Nations. 

It (hould be remenabered, that our Lord 
delivered this Prophecy only two days before 
he was given up to the Jewifli council, for- 
faken by all his followers, and crucified like a 
common malefadlor. The promife of fuccefs 
is here repeated to his Difciples, to guard 
them againft the fuggeftions of doubt from 
the increafing appearances of improbability— 
the importance and extent of the Gofpel are 
. pointed out— «and the time of its eftabli(hmdit 
in the Gentile world exadlly defined. Our 
Lord declared in the moft plain and exprefs 
words, that the Gofpel muft be publiflied 

f Luke xxi. 14, 1^. 

among 
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kmaAg all nations at a particular period. This 
preaching of the new Revelation to the vari- 
ous nations was Hot^ therefore, •* a fuddeii 
proje6l of the Apoftles, undertaken becaufe 
the Jews rejedled the Gofpel;*' but it was a 
part of the original plan, long before declared, 
.by the Prophets, and thus communicated by 
Ghrift to his Difciples, who werp not at that 
time- fufiiciently enlightened as to the jgreat 
icheme of univerfal falvation. '> " 

The firll preaching of the Gofpel to the 
Gentiles was attended ^with many miraculous 
circumftances ; and we^ find St. Peter affert- 
ing with a mixture ojF furprifeand conVididii; 
that >*^ Hpon the Gentiles alfo was poumd 
out the gift of <he Holy Ghoft, as upon thdta^ 
felves at - the beginriirig i*^ alluding probably 
to the day of Pebtccoft. The Epiftlcs,' wr-it^ 
ten to Chriftians iri various coilritries, are 4 
ftanding evidence of the fwilt pi^Spagation of 
the Gofpel, as th^y >^re addre^d tb oonVetW 
made at different tiSes befoi*e,'^^^nd at Aait 
time refiding in R^e, Corfiitdii Gdatia; 
Ephefus, TheiTaloniS^i Pontus\ A#a/8ithyni^) 
Cap{kdocia, and other; places. ^St*^^I^Ul in^ 
forms his Rotr^anccSAverts,- *^ t|iMt the Gcni 
tiles were made- (ibediaiV thr6\|igh mightjT 
iigDs.and wonders 4:>)ir the ]^w«r ^jf^e^fp^^it 

vox.. I. F «f 



of God ; io that from Jerufalem and roimii 
aljoyt JUyricmn, I have fjjlly preached thf 
Qofpel of Chr^:(l.** An^ ^o thp ColoiSan^ hs 
obfervcs, •* If ye continue in the fait^ 
grounded and fettled, ^nd be npt nvJved %vt9^ 
from the hpp^ of ^he Goijpel which ye haxf 
heard, apd which wa$ preache^ tP eye^y 
creature Vfhich is wnder heaven/' Wide ^s 
the •• tidings of p§ac^ apd.go<^ will to\rard$ 
men" had even then h^en^ fpyread, tbe Ap^ftlr 
could not here mean that every creature under 
fe/e?iven had hjKMrd the Gpfpel. The fwfe of 
the pa^ge ?yiclently 1$^ tihe Gpfpel is not% 
like;^e Mpfaic Lavr, g^vieo. to any one pecu-* 
li^p^ple, but is addfeffed^ tp/tytxycx^tms 
SS^^r hcavenrrrthc whpfe world naay e9|<fjf 
th? hk^r^%. oi the ChriAi^O difpenf^tipn^ 
«0d. q£ this mpft . joyful . KUth the iiuinerpus 
Gffitil(? converts ajteady noade.by the ^jfiblt 
power of the Spirit, pf Qod> ar^an iocpu^ 
t^^flhJe pro©f* It is weij knpwn from yari- 
-eiia iBcprrfst that the Qpfp^l was preached X^ 
Itiis and Gentiles* in Gr?p<;e, Arabia. Ethfo-' 
pifli^3yjria, Msi Minpr, Juileat Italy, Maq^or^ 
nia, and iiMii^r pthw p|jKjes, with, great iucr 
c^fs, within, th? time pi:«li^fid:by our Lpr4i 
BiKhi^p Newj^n i^sv " Jt appears, from tb© 
yin^xfi pf tfe« hiftftiy, qC the thurgh* that 
b«i^ .^ta /4Q^if (3i(»k^ ^.^^ th$ 

lo i . Gafpcl 



prediBed ly our Sa'omrr i ri, 

Gb{^el was not 'bhly jireiched ih'tKe lefl<?r 
A^, ana Greece; arid Raly, the g^cat theat^ 
of aflfionthen in die Wldjrijut waslik^- 
wife prbpagated as far ribrthw^rd' as ScftKIS,- ' 
ay far foatHward ai.fifliiopia; as* far eafttvs^ • 
as Paiifria aftd India; as far^wfeft^aVd-8B*• 
SpMli arid Bfftain/'- fcrtus CDhfirms"th?s , 
ftaterrieritS by rfclaiffng a very" ffrong *&• 
appofite fk«ft. He menfioAs that •'* flfe .. 
ehfiftiari religion; which iioW-m ']ii6.tit 
fpread over many parts of the worlds aiirtti 
extended to Rome itfelf, where the profef* 
fors of it, as early as the time of Nero, 
amounted to a viaft multitnde." Thefe were 
the events predidled to happen before the de- 
ftrudlion of Jerufalem, and we fee they ac- 
foaliy did fake place -^ifhin tftfe" fihife pre- 
fcifibed. Tte bufnia^ • of- -tiijmt, whidi 
gave occafioiT ;td' Tacitxis td-iAefitieft tHe 
Chriilians, happened in the tenth year of 
thereigti of N«ft>, in tlie flxtyifolii^ year 
oi the Cbdil?iafi iria, and J*ruiaffe?tt~\l^tf ifert 
deftroyed' befor^t tfec* yJBaV of oW Ix>M' fe- 
venty.. . 

If the fwift propagation of the Gofpel 
without the affiftahce'of the'elHibiKhed powers 
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of the world, without the couatcnance of the 

tftonarch^ the approba^ioii of the philofopher, 

or the prejudices of the .vulgar, but in dire^a 

, opppiitioi) tp them all, be evidence in favour 

. 'of the Divine origin of Chriftianity, the ar- 

^ jgumetit which it furnifhes is certainly fnore 

eompl^te an^ mc3dre i|nkiog, as fuch ^ piopa- 

igation w^ the fubjeft of • Prophecy ; and as 

. that PropbjVy was pronounced under the moft 

unfavourable circumibnces that can well be 

imagined^ 



But to return to; the awful and inftruiflive 
^narration— We q^mec now to confider. Jerufa- 
: Icm as in a flat? of a^u^l fiege. 

^f K/fjheft ye Jhall fee^i the abotninatton of 
:4^(khUotk\l^ohn of by .Daniel the Prophet^ 
.fland jA ti^e^My jHffPe ;. oVy when ye Jhall fee 

Jerufalem comjiajfed with armies^ then know 

that the defolatton thereof is nigh. 
].•"... '\ii .^ »:u\!' •; '' -■: ^ * 

i. /J /The iievotedlplacc which was ii« inunecti* 

ate objed: of thefe formidable denunciations w 

thus clearly pointe^ciut, and the armies tnen- 
^:> C *i tioned 



firedi&ed by our Saviour • 2V3 

tloned could be no other than thofc of the Ro* 
mans. The images of the Emperor and the 
eagles that were carried in the front of the 
legions, were regjtrded with religious abhor- 
rence by the Jews, as they were ranked 
among the Pagan deities, and reverenced with 
divine honours. During the time that Pilate 
was governor of Judea, the Jews were much 
offended at him for fetting up the ftandards of 
the legions, and made earneft fupplications to 
have them removed. A fimilar requeft was 
made to Vitellius, Proconful of Syria, who 
had determined to march his army through 
Judea. Both theffe pletitions were complied 
with, when the Roman generals underftood 
that it was contrary to the Jewifli ^aws to 
fufFer images, which were the objfedi of ido- 
latrous worfhip, to be broyght into their 
country/^ They ^yere^ therefore, called with 
the gf eateft and moft ftriking propriety of 
language, the ahoniination of defoliation ; fince • 
the erecflion of theni within the limits of the 
holy place, as Jerufalem is emphatically 
called, marked the fatal defign of the enemy 
to lay wafte the country, and expofe it to 'all 
the ravages of war.^ The Englifh tranflation, 
^* And when ye fliall fee Jerufalem com- 
paffed with armies," doe^ not preferve th^ 
exad fenfe of the original ureek, which 
p 3 may 
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may inpre literally be renderjed, ** An4 
when ye QiaU fee , Jcrufalem encircled with 
cai^n.^^ Tlie wqrds thus . tranijated . corre- 
fpond exaftly with the fa€k. JofepKus fays% 
that *Vthc f^ditious jiArti^s in th,e city iaw 
with aftoi^ilbment tb^ Rcanans meafuring out 
the gtpund for th^ir camps in three places." 

For tbeda^sjliall cope upon theCf that tjiinc 
enemies Jliall.caji a trench about thee^^ andc^m* 
pafs thee round about ^ and keep, thcc in on 
eiperyjide. 

, The. Roncxan army completely encomi)9iIed 
the city •, and enclofed, t]^c Jews on. every 
IJjde ; and although it, w^5.. a^l; fii^ft confidered 
as an ijpj^^icabje pi:oje{St to. furround. the 
wholp cit}^ with a wait, yf t Titus apirpated 
hi$ arngy ;tQ make tlje attcgppt. In three 
d^iysthey hujlt.a wall of' thir^-niQC furlongs 
in len^dii witK thirteen towers ^reiSted at 
proper diftances, in ^^hichf as in garrifqns, . 
the Roman fqldi^rs were placed ^ 

Then^ let thenj^ which, are in Jjudea jleje to , 
the mountains^ and let them which, are in the 
midjt of.it: depart out \ and let not them that . 

- ' De Bql\. Jud, hb. v. c. fi. 
^•Bell. Jud. I, V. c. I.C, •' * 

arc 
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kte in the countries enter thiri^into. 

bt the days of vengeance^ that all *^^h^^ i^y , 

which are written may be fulfilled^ • i 

We have i&ivi that oiir Lord prepared his 
Difciples to expidt perfecuti(xi as the trial of 
their faith, befdrt the ** aborhlhatioQ of defol- 
iation** was fet up in Jerufalefn. But to 
iftarfc the fhore ftrohgly the wrath of God' 
agairift tfee Jeivs^ and that *• thefe were the 
days of vehgcaitoi** predidted by Mofes and 
tile Prc^hets, in cafe of tlieir rejedion of the 
Meffiah, the ChriJIiAns^ who endured to the 
end^ were to be favted froiri thfe calaniities 
denounced agmnft J^rufalem. On this occa* 
fidn the dxfcrirtinating hand of Providence 
Was td be unufuaHy apparerit. Then jhctlt 
tijuo be in the fields the one Jfiall be takeHy and 
the. other left. Tw^ wpnieri Jhatt be grinding 
at the mill, the one Jhall be taken ^ the other 
Teft^. And the efpecial care of Chrifl over 
his infant church is nioft forcibly -exemplified' 
by the afturance, that for the eleffs fake 
thefe days of unjirededented afflididn jhmid: 
be Jhortened. Our Ilotd thereford gives his 
Difciples particular dircdibns relative to the 
means by which they were to favc thcm- 

<Matt. XXIV, 41, 

? 4 l^lvcs V 
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fdves from, the approaching danger: an4 
their implicit obedience and coafequeptfefety 
a(^e recordecj by many writers of that age 5 
by whom it is afferted, that *• none of the 
^hriftians perifhed in the deftruftion of Je- 
ruf^Jcm/* Ceftius Gallus, who firft aflault* 
cd Jcrufajem, might with eafe have taken it, 
the Jews not being prepared for a fiege, and 
have put an end to jhe war ; but, without any 
apparent reafon, he fuddenly raifed the ficge, 
Jofephus^ obferves, " this afFprded a happy 
opportunity to many of the eminent Jews to 
efcape from the city, as frotn a fhip that was 
finking/* Under the name of Jews thus 
mentioned by the hiftorian, were included 
thofe converts to Chriftianity who were after- 
wards knqwo to have furyived thedeftruftion 
i?f Jerufalem, Warned by the pr^didion of 
their Lord, and encouraged by hi§ promjfe of 
fafety, that pot a Aqir of their had jhoul4 pe^ 
rijk^ they fled to the n^ountai.ns of ferea ''f.and 
other places governed by Agrippa, who was 
^n ally of the Romans, and difpofed to be a 
friend to the caufe of Chriftianity, There 
they found a fecure retreat from the ftorm 
th^t was burflin^ upon their d?voted country ; 

V BclL Jud. lib, \u c. 50. 

i j;ufel)ii Kiil. 5vang. |ib, iii, q. 5, 

^ 9nd 
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»n4 when Titus was leading on his army to 
Jerufajiem, a great number of the inhabitants 
of Jericho retired from that city alfo to the 
mountains. But the difficulty of fubfifting 
in the mountains, and the dangers to which 
the Chriftian Jews were continually, expoied 
from the hatred of their countrymen, and the 
fury of the Romans, required that the days 
Jhould be jliortened for their prefervation. 
Accordingly, we find Titus, contrary to the 
advice of his officers, refolved to take the 
city by ftprm, rather than by blockade — the 
infatuated Jqws weakening their force by di- 
vifions and mutual flaughters — burning their 
provilions, which might have lafted nuny 
years — and quitting their ftrongeft holds,, 
which Titus bimfelf confidered as imprcg- 
j)abley. 

But woe unto them that are with child^ and 
to them that give fuck in thofe days ; /^r there 
jhall be great diftrefs in the landy and wrath 
upon thi^ people^ 

r •* We have fought," faid Titus to his friends^ >vhilc. 
viewing the fortifications of the city after it was taken, 
" with God on our fide, and it is God who hath pulled 
the Jews out of their ftrong holds; for what could the 
bands of men or machines effift againft thefe towers?'* 
pc BelU Jttd, lib. ix. c. d, • 

Again 
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enemies, who afcribe thefe extraordinary fuf* ■ 
ferings to the charaAer of tliis extraordinary 
people, a^ fome extenuation of their qwh op- 
preffion and cruelty. Our Lord's emphatic ' 
words therefore need not be confidered as hy- * 
perbolical, but as intended to mark that pe- • 
culiar accumulation of woe, which the pecu- ' 
liar aggravation of the fins of this people 
would draw down upon Jerufalem, 

TAere Jhall arife-'falfe Chrijis^ and falfe' 
Prophets^ and Jhall Jhew great Jigns and won- 
ders^ infomuch that^ if it were Jioffible^ they 
Jkall deceive the very eleSi^i - 

Thefe words cleaifly relate iiot ohly to the ' 
prognoftics, but to circumftarices which hap- ' 
pened during the iiege* •• The tyrannical 
zealots who ruled the city,*"^- fays jfofephus% ^ 
" fubomed many SMe iProphets to declare,/ 
that aid would be giveri to the people from: ' 

^Jofcphus makes' ufe of- the exafl words,' figns and* 
wonders^ c^liAiXa, k<u r^d^my when fpeaking of the falfe ■ 
Prophet* for^tokl'bypur;,Sayiqur., '*Mf they fliallfay he 
is in the defiprt, gp notfoj^h.'* . Jofephus:favs, they drew 
many people ^fter tHem into ' the defert.- Tillotfon, ' 
vol. xiii. p. 118. . ..-....- 

^3efl. Jud. lib.vi. c.^* . ^* ..-...? 

heaven. 
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heavep* This was done to prevent them from 
attempting to defert, and to infpire them with 
.confidence. In this manner impoftors, abuf- 
.ing the facred nanie of God, deluded the un- 
-happy multitude j who, like infatuated men 
.who have neither eyes to fee, nor reafopi to 
judge, regarded neither the infallible denun- 
ciations pronounced by the ^tient Prophets, 
.nor the clear prodigies that indicated the ap- 
j>roaching defolfttijpn/* But to guard thp 
<Chriftian& E|gainfl the e;Xped:ation of ^his 
.perfonal 2C^^t2^dXice at that'tinie, our Lord 
..ej^prefsly declares, that^ *' a^stlj^^ lightning 
-jCcmethjOUtpjFjthe eaftv,aqd (hineth'even unto 
•^thetWeiJ,^^/? flf^all the cqtnjng of the Son of 
man be.*' So fudden and fo univerfal was to 
'be the<iifplay of hxs fiower ^zt this momen- 
tous period, :. when wthe fceptre was to be. 
remove^ from; jucjah," and the whole world 
:: called to ** Woiihip at the throne of God and 
of hisGhrift." 

,^ > As for fhefe things wJikh ye behold^ the 
.dc^swUl cotney imthe.'vuhich there Jhall not be 

left one fione upon another that Jhall not be 

thrown down. ^ 

.Wc muil recolleA .that , our Lord thus 

dccifively pronounced the. deftru(3ion of the 

.r.' ,. ^ Temple, 



ITcmplc, in a time of profound tranquillity, 
when this fpatious, ftrong, and magnificertt 
edifice was held in univerfal honour, and fup- 
|)6rted not more by the enthufiaftic attach- 
Ittent of the Jews, than the gerieral veneratiofe 
of the Gentiles ^. Titus, the Roman Gene- 
f rf, d<:clared, at a council of watr, his refolt*- 
tion to pfeferve the temple, and in his fpeech 
to the JewS' he dxpreffed the fanie dcterminai- 
tion. Buft the Almighty had decreed its fall \ 
— And now, feys Jofephns^ the fatal day 
appfoiched kt the revolution of ages, thlt 
teni?h day of Auguft, eniphatically called thte 
** day of vengeance," in wfeich the firft 
Temple had been dcftroyed by the King c8f 

* The Temple was four furlongis in circuit, or a fquatc 
o&' one furlong on each fide. In its front were large and 
lofty galleries, fupported by row* of maOy pillars. It wa» 
a hundred cubits iii height. The pillars were one huxi* 
.4red atid fiKty.two in number^ each twehty-^feven fe^ 
high, an^l in thicknefs as much as three men could em« 
brace. The Jiones made ufe of for this building were 
twenty-five cubits long, eight in height, iand twelve! in 
t«4dth; Their great dimenfions and folidity m^ke the 
C^dmpktion of the Prophecy the more extraordinary. . Cal* 
ulet, vol. iii. p. 16. 

* Two fummers were employed by the Romans in re- 
ducing the remoter cities of Judea. Hoftilities were fuf- 
pended.during the third year, by commotion^ at Rome* 
JciHifal^m was taken after a clofe ficge of five months. 

^BisB/Jud^lib. vi-c.4. 

4 Babylon. 
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Babylon. A Roman foldier, without receiv- 
ing any orders— nay, as it appears, contrary 
to orders ^, threw a ilaming brand into one o£ 
the windows oi the Temple, which fet the 
|)U|Idings on fire. With violent outcries the 
Jews rufhed in to extinguJfli the flaimes ? 
and fpared no. effort, not ev«i therifk of life 
itfelf, to fave that facred edifice on whieft 
they vainly refted their fecurity. Titus, in- 
formed of what had happened, haftened to^ 
the fpot, with his ofScers and his attendant 
kgioqs. But in vain he wavisd his hand, in 
vai-n he raifed his voice, commanding his 
foldiers to extinguilh the fire; fo great waar 
the clamour and tunuilt, that no* attention 
was paid even to him. Rage and rancour 
ag^inft the Jews, hurried on the exafpcrated 
Romans with irrefiftible fury — many were 
thrown down in the avenues of the Tem^ 
pie — ^many fell among the burning and fmok^- 
ing ruins of the gates and galleries, and were 
trodden upon by thofe who followed them, 
eager for plunder and for flaughtcr — ^num-p 
hers of the dead and dying Jews were 
heaped about the altar, which now afforded 

s Jofephitt fays, he declared bimfelf «£luat«d by a Dii 

no 
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no protedtioQ, and ftreams of human blood 
poured through the outer court, A mixed 
multitude of nearly 6000 perfons, who had 
fled at the command of an impoftor to a gal- 
lery yet flanding without the Temple, pe- 
riflied at once by the relentlefs barbarity of 
the foldicry, who fet it on fire, arid fufFered 
none to efcape. 

When Titus faw it impoffible to enforce 
the obedience of his troops, he proceeded to 
the inner Temple. Struck with the gran- 
deur of the archite<3;ure» and the magnifi- 
cence of the decorations, which furpafled 
even its fame; and obferving that the fire 
had not yet caught . the fandluary, he re- 
newed with redoubled energy his attempts 
to ftop the flames. — But neither nienaces 
nor intreaties could avail. While he was 
intent upon the means of its prefervation, 
fire was adually applied to the door-pofl:s 
of the holy place by one of his foldiers, 
and the conflagration foon became general. — 
Titus was obliged to retire, and no one re* 
maincd to check the horrid carnage which 
enfued, — ^Neither the old or the young — 
neither the priefts or common people — nei- 
ther women or children were fpared.from 

the 
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the avenging fword ; and thofc who fur- 
rendered (hared the fame fate with thofe who 
refifted. The crackling noife of the devour- 
ing flame, which now completely enveloped 
the Tcniple, vaft as was its fizc, mingled 
with the flirieks of defpair, the groans of the 
dying, and the ciafh of arms ; ' and from the 
extent of the buildings, the lofty hill on 
which it ftood .appeared to a diftant fpedator, 
as itfelf burning from its foundations in one 
terrific blaze. 

Thus according to the " fure word of Pro- 
phecy,** was this Temple compktely de* 
Ihroyed, though it was equally the wilh and 
the endeavour of the conqueror j and. the con- 
quered^ to preferve it. The extreme rigourof 
the Roman difcipline, land the j^ompt obel 
dience of the legions to the voice of their 
conimander, were in this inftance violated; 
and an enthufiaftic rage, and an ungovern- 
able fury hurried them to the work of deftruc^ 
tion: and thus, human agents became the 
. inftruments of Divine vengeance in oppofition 
to their own determinations. 

Titus^ ftill anxious to fave the city, not yet 
involved in the conflagration, again offered 
the wretched inhabitants itheir lives, upon 
'^ VOL. I. Q con- 



£^«$ were t»pi<Uy ftdv«i*:i«^— th* hou^ 
sriMse troHviod with d^dr m^ <^ing.iriditOff 
i»f piBftHencfe, famine, and Wtfr4^r-r<-\9Wrard» 
tof 3CK90 perfons having Isid violent hwuls on 
themieiyeif «r killed one anothor by con^«U» 
^fides itid iMimlKr killed linder prieteo^ of 
£editiofi, oc intended d^naoti, hj die pMQr 
:>Haidb g^vomod die cit^^^yet did thff defp«*> 
ftttemadDdb of their faaders oblige irtiem to 
reject thcfe terms of mercy. — Incoifdd by ^. 
infolence of a people whcm he confidered as 
akeady con^pered, tho Bjsnmn General gave . 
permfffion «» his foldi^s to fall upon thttn 
Irinh fifc aand ^cord, and to mak« ^e M of 
the fpoil.' Npnar w»s the tieaoeodM^ f^ <d 
wntth paused ^orth in sU in feitternefs.-*' 
ItfiEMginatioft (konks from the detail id twh 
unpreeedcDted hiMTorfl, «s lofephvs a£^ ls» 
}%ajy« contiatied tiiany <day8-<^e slom ii4>9 
faw ^ dceadful r^cies could paint them 
lyith the fofcs of tjuthj and \» hi$ deCcrip* 
tion I. nsGxr thuafe readors wh^ requiie mim 
evidfpDce of the unotwmpkd miiefies wttttid* 
ing this memorable calaArophe; «dding fn^ 
his concluding remarks •"» " There never 
nrfs a c^y thait fu^rad hik mifcries, ^Ir a 



tm»o£ Mezi; frcwn: libr bf^gvnmng of the woi^^ 
who ia abeuiUkd' m wickednefe* I am of 
opmion, tl»at t£ the Rjcanaiis had ddaycd to 
dsArojT tfaefe impious wrobches, the city would^ 
have been fwaUbun^ iip by an earthquake^ 
av(ari6l^hclmed by die forabers^ 0^ confumed bf 
6k from heaven^ iUcc anodier Sodqm; for i& 
piodljcqd' a mat of mia far wor& than thoftf 
vho ^cKflSared iaach pioifiiinttcit * '^ 

. Thy enemkswiMiay fBu€i)in with fhegr^ni^ 
and they will not leave in thn one fiwt upa4 
another. 

When ti]& &ddiers.hsBd safted ftom ihdr bor^ 
rid work of blood and plunder, Titus gaveor- 
d«s to demc^iOi ih» feundations o£ the City 
ind the T€asipk.«*^But» chat pofterity migtU 
ytAffi of the glory and value of his conquefl, 
bdlei^ tibcce towers; (landing as monuments of 
the {frodtigioias jftroRj^ and greatnefi^ of the 
city; and alfi» a paprt of the weftern wal!^ 
wdboch he 4digned ad a pampinrt fer a garr i-^ 
fon, to keep the furrounding country in fub-^ 
JeAfem* AH the other buildings were com- 
pletely levelled with the ground ^ Wheor 

Titus 

' * It Iff tecorded by-Mj^Imoft^Je$, and likewifc,in the jfew, 
ilh Talmud, tljAt Tcrentii^s Rufus, in officei^ iJ('^ th^-wmy 
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Titus came again to Jenifalcm in his wayi 
from Syria to Egypt, and behcki the fed dc-' 
vaftition, hebitrerly lamented the cruel ncccf- 
ijty which had compelled him to deftroy fo* 
ipagnificem a city. And Eleazar, in his^d- 
drefs to his countrymen the Jews, paitheti-- 
cally a^s, ** What is hetorae of our city, 
which was believed to bci inhabited' by God?' 
It is rooted up from the very foundations ; and 
the only monument of it that is left, is the 
camp of thofc who deftroyed it ftill pitched 
vpon its remain^/* ... 

And they Jhatt fall by the edge of ihefword^ 
andjhdll be led captive into all nations. 

• The number that periflicd during the iiege 
amounted to eleven hundred thoufand ; : and 
the number: of captives to,nincty-feven thou- 
fand. — ^Thefe were not all inhabitants of the 
city ; for the Jews^ according to their Law, 
had affembled froni all p^ts to celebrate the 
frail of unleavened bread; ^d, in confe- 

of Titus, wixh a pbugUhare tore up the foun4atkms oi 
the Temple, and thiis remarkably, fulfilled the wordsof the 
Prophet Micah ; " "Therefore fliall Ziori, for your lake; 
be ploughed as a field, and Jerufalem fliall become heaps, 
and the mountain of the houfe ai^.lbe high places of the 
forefl," Mic. iii. 1^. ., . . ; .. i 

u . . quencc 
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qucxicc of the rapid advance of the Romari 
army, were, fiiddcoly pr/evcnted from returning 
home; as a fnare Jhall' it come .upon theni^ 
This circumftance will account for the great 
multitudes that were Ihut up in the city dur^ 
ing the fiege ; and to the v^ft crouds of pep- 
pie thus unufually pent up, does Jofephus 
impute the plague, and, in part, the famine '^; 
Of theprifoners Titus referred the moft hand- 
fome youths, and principal perfons, to adpra 
his triumphal proceflion on his return to 
Rome ; and pj;efented niany to the governors 
of the provinces, to be exppfed: during tjic 
p\^lic games to wild beafts, or to the fword. 
He ^ fent thofe who were more tl?«ui 1 7 years 
of age to labour in the public works 19 
Egj^pt; and thofe who were under that agp 
TNtxp fold for flaves, and fent into different 
parts of the erx^ire. , But eleven thoufand o^ 
thefc miferable captives were abfdutcly ftarve^ 

•^ Ceftius, in ord^r to convince Nero that he ought not 
to'defplfe the Jewifh nation, defired the priefts to number 
the people, who were affembled to celebrate Ae paffover 
when he was at Jerufalem : and there were found to be 
three millions of Jews« including women and children* 
The aftonifliing number of the Jewifh people was the.fub- 
jcft of Prophecy. See- Chap. 11. But to confirm this 
account as jper^y an hiftorical fa&, we need only look at 
the prefent ftate of population ia Cairo, and Pekin. 

^Oe.Bell. Jud. lib. vi. c. 9, 

Q3 to 
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to death, \rf the careliffnefs or crtrelty of thck 
guatrd. ©Of iftg this war with the KomanS, 
one million fhfee hundred and fifty-feven 
thpufand, fbt hundred atnd flxty, are pirticu* 
iarty enunicratcd as flain in diflferent places, 
which are mentioned ; and numbers of every 
age, fcx, and tdndition, are mentioned, at 
having perifhed at difFefcnt times, and in lif- 
erent ways, bcfidcs thefe Which are particu- 
fariy cnumcrattd- 

' ** In the reign of Adrian ' 9^5 of the^lfeft 
tbHvns in Judca were fat?ked and demdilhed, 
580,000 men fell by the fword in battle; be^- 
iiAii an infinite multitude Who perlfhfed by 1k- 
ttiiiie, and ficknefs, and fire j fo that Jtidc4 
was ahnoft depopulated, and an almoft incre- 
tSKble number of every age, and fex, were 
fold like horfes^ and difperfed over the facedf 
theearth^.^ 

Jerufcfkm j^fuB he trodden dmn of the Gen^ 
ti&s, tiil ibe times pf the tieniiks Jhail kefuU 
jiSed. 

When Adrian viiited the csdftcna pwts oi Ac 
Homam chipipe, .and >fiDiiAd Jem^Mfm a heap 

* Bifhop NewtQji, vol. ii. piA*. 18* 
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^ ruins, forty-fcvwi years after its dcftruc- 
fion, he dieterminod to rebuild it ; but not ex- 
tsSdy on the fame fpot. He called the neW 
city, i®ia, after his own name, placed a Ro- 
man colony in it, and dedicated a Temple to 
Jupiter Capitolinus, in the roonf of the Tem- 
ple of Jehovah. This profanation of the 
Holy Place was the great caufe of the rebel* 
lions^ and fufferings of the Jews during the 
reign of Adrian. The city was once mpro 
taken by them and bunit««^Adri»i rd)uilt ic 
— rc-eftabliflicd the colbny-^-ofdered the fhi- 
tue of a hog (which the Jews held in religi- 
oitg abhorrence) to be fet up over the gate 
that opened towiards Bethlehem; and pub- 
li(hed an edi(2, ftri6Uy forbidding any Jew, 
on pain of death, to enter the city, or even to 
look at it from a diftance. Thus the city re- 
mained till the time of Conftantine, the firft 
Chriftian emperor, who greatly impfoved^ ik^ 
. and reftored the name of Jchifdem ; but th« 
Jc^s were not permitted to refide there. At- 
tempting in vain to get po^fefSon of thjeir ca- 
pitid, Conibntine cauiibd theif ears to hie cut 
off, their bodies to be marked as rebels, and 
difperfed them over all the provinces of the 
empire, zb^ fugitivj?& aod Haves. The Empc- 
vor Julian, frdra enmity to the GhriAtana, £i^ 
vowed the Jews ; iftd, in Ac taift h*pe ^ 
Q 4 conitau« 
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contradiding the Prophecy axiceniing it, at« 
tempted to rebuild the Temple, but was mira- 
culoufly prevented, and obliged to defift from^ 
the undertaking ". Jovian revived the feverc 

cdidt 

" This attempt of Julian was made A. D. 363, and is 
recorded by Ammianus Marcellinus, a contemporary Pa- 
gan Hiftorian, lib. xxiii. c. 1. It is likewife mentioned 
by feveral Chriftian writers of the fame century. For 
full proofs of the miracle by which this attempt was de- 
feated, fee Warburton's Julian. — ^A fimilar projefl was 
formed by the confpir^tors againil Chriftianity in France, 
and the fTO]t& failed. See Barruers Memoirs of Jacobi* 
nifm, vol. i. p. 185. 

Extract fr$m Cibhorfs Decline and Fall of the R^man Empire^ 
. Vol. 2, C. 2S, P. S88. 4(0. 1781. 

** Gregory Nazienzen publiOied his account of the mi- 
racle before the expiration of the fame year. $6$. He 
boldly afferted th^t this preternatural event was not dif- 
puted by the infidels, and this aiTcrtion, ftrange as it may 
feem, is confirmed by the unexceptionable teftimony of 
Ammianus Marcellinus. The- pbilofophic Soldier who 
loved th* virtues without adopting the prejudices of his ^ 
MaAer, has recorded in his judicious and candid biftory. of 
his own rimes, the extraordinary obftacles which inter- 
rupted the refloration of the temple of Jerufalem. Whilft 
Alypius {die learned and* virtuous Alypius— the chofch 
friend of* the Emperor] affified by the Governors of the 
Province, urged with vigour and diligence the execution 
of the work, horrible balls of fire breaking out near the 
foundations with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered 
the4>lace fitsm tiiae to time rnacceffible to the fcorched and 
M»fled w.orlfipieo, ^aad thp vifiorioua elements continuing 
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cdi^ of Ajdmn I .and the Greek Emperors 
cmtinued the prohibition j fo that the 
wretched Jews ufed to give money to the 
foldiers for permiirion to behold and weep 
over the- riiins of their Temple and City, par-% 
ticularly on the return of that memorable day^ 
in which it had been* taken by the Romans* 
In the reign of Heraclius, Chofroeb, King of 
Perfia, took and plundered it ; but Heraclius 
foon recovered poffeflion — In 637, the Chrif- 
tians furrendered Jerufalem to Omar, the 
Saracen ^Caliph, who built a mofque upoa 
die fite of Solomon^s Temple. It remained 
in the. poffeflion of the Saracens above. 400 
years, and then was taken by the Turks, 
They retained it till the year 1099, whea 
the Franks took it under Godfrey of Bou-* 
loigne, General of Jtjie Crufaders. The 
Franks kept poffeflion 88 years, that is, till 
1187, when the Turks, under Saladin, re- 

in this manner, obftinately and refolutely bent, as it were, 
to drive them to a.diftance, the undertaking was aban« 
doned. 

^ ** Such an authority fliould fatisfy a beKeving, and 
muft afiohifh an increduloas mitld. Yet a :Philofophdr 
uoy ilil) rei|uire the original evidence; of impartial and ii»» 
telligent Speftators."— The ufual objeftion of thcfe Philo^ 
/ojfhers to all Miracles. . Sth edition, 

tool^ 
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took it hf cap!ttiIation» aQ4 with diem it ha 
remamed ever fince^ 

Thus Kteralljr lias this Prophecy been hi- 
therto fulfilled \—Jeruf(dem has been thus eon^ 
Jlantly trodden dawn of the Gentiks — the Ro- 
mans, the Saracens, the Franks, and the 
Turks — ih antient inhabitants have been er- 
pelkd, and perfecnted, and its hdtf places 
have becH polluted. The eagles of idolatrous 
Rome, the crefcent of the impoftor Mahonnet^ 
and the banner of Popery carried by the Cru- 
faders, have been fucceffiveljr difplayedamidfl 
the ruins of the fanduaiy of Jehovah, for 
nearly 1800 years. But the conclufion of 
this prediAion, *• //// the tinies of the Gcnp- 
tiles be fulfilled,** indicates that it fhatt not be 
trodden down for ever. 



Hitherto the knguage of this Prophecy 
has been fouad clear and explicit i and His- 
tory has abundantly proved die kuraJ^Momm 
^liflxment of all its parts in their firft fcnfe 

•Newton, vol. iu Diff. leow 

and 



Wt nam totxtt to the hdd figures and ftrik« 
ing images dF oriental 4idbn, fuited to the 
defigned obfcurity of a Prophecy, whkfa, 
v/b^ it forrtoH the figiml events which wtre 
at once to t)rove the diYinity and difplay the 
powigf of the Mcfltah to jews and Gentiles, 
on the ^rfi i^Mi/hment o( his kingdom, re- 
veded in awf id terms the j^g^s which fluH 
precede the Jecbnd coming of our Lord, at a 
then diftant period, and the. manner, the pur« 
ppie, and the final eonfequences of His ap<i 
peatance. 

The coniideration 6f this Prophecy, as it 
tdates to events yet future, muft be referred 
to another part of this work : my prcfent bu- 
finefs is to prove the accurate fulfilment of 
iiifc Prophecy, as it relates to events which 
are paft. 

It has been pwved by many learned men, 
*that the language of Prophecy is not of that 
vague and uncertain fignification^ which infi- 
delity fo eagerly afferts it to be ; but that cer- 
'^n fymbols were the eftabliflied figns of cer- 
tain ideas ; and that thus the Prophetic Ian*, 
guage may be clearly underftood by thofc 
who are converfant in this fpecies of writing. 

For 



For inftance, grqat and .e:xtraor4i9arj political 
revoIuticHils, fuch as the fall of kings aiKi 
the overthrew of goyemn^ts, are repre* 
fented by the antient Prophet^, by changes ^ 
the courfe of nature, and diforder among the 
heavenly bodies — extraordinary commoticMjs 
among the loweft dailies of people, by the 
raging turbulence, and roaring of the fea. 
And our Lord in the following prophecy ufes 
the fame metaphors with the fame nieaning. 

Immediately after (or, as it may be tranf- 
lated, amidjl) the tribulation of tbofe days Jball 
the fun be darkened^ and the moon Jhall not give 
her lights and the Jlars Jhall fall from, heaven^ 
and the ponvers vf the heavens Jhall be Jhaken^. 
And then Jhall appear the Jign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then Jhall all'tbe tribes^ 
the earth mourn ^ and they Jhall fee the Son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven with pawe/ 
and great glory. And he Jhall fend his angels 
with a great found of a trumpet^ and theyfiiail 
gather together his eleSi from the fourwijjidfy 
from one end of hec^en to the other "^^ TheJ^e 
are the words of St. Matthew: St. Mark^^ 
ufes nearly the fame expreffions ; but as St. 

» MatL xxiv. 29, &c. « Mark xiii, ^4, &c. 

Luke 
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Luke varies st little from both, I (hall infert 
his relation alfo. 

And there Jhall be Jigns in thefun^ and in 
the moon ^ and in the fiarsi and upon the earth 
dijlrefs ' of nations^ with perplexity ; the fea . 
and the waves roaring; men^s hearts failing 
them for fear ^ and for looking after thofe things 
which are coming on the earth : for the powers 
of heaven Jhall be Jbaken. And then Jhall 
they fee the Son of man coming in a cloudy 
with power and great glory. And when thefe 
things begin to come to pcfs^ then look up^ and 
lift up your heads ; for ymr redemption draw^ 
etb nigh '. 

Now learn a^ parable of the fig-tree : When 

his branch is yet tender^ and puttetb forth 

leaves^ ye know that fummer is nigh : fo like-^ 

wife ye ^ when ye Jhall fee all thefe things^ know 

ihat it is near^ even at the doors. Verily I fay 

unto you ^ This generation Jhall not pafs till all 

thefe things be fulfilled^. Heaven and earth 

. ; Jhall 

» Luke XXI. 25, &c. 

* It has been Qbje£led, that the wbrcis ** till all be fuU 
filled," muft refer in their primary fenfe at leaft, to all the 
events predifted ; and Chriftianity . was not vjihly efta- 
blilhcd in peace, fecurity, aiiH power, till Paganifm fell 

fron^ 



JkcM f(^s mjoMyi but mfy)iurds JhaU not f^ 
away. But of that day and kwr {wiktn-^ 
heavens and earth (hall pafs away] kntmeth 
ko man^ no^ not the angels of bemimt ^t my 
Waiter Bnly^ But as the days if Nee mere^J^ 

Jhall alfh theeoming of the Son 4fman be. Ww 

Sronx AeAraneof the Rorn^n world^in A,D. 3lj8U Tkc 
context wilt, I think, remove, this difHcuIty. By the pa* 
rable of the fig-tree our Lord aflures hw Difciples, that the 
figns brmfiiuteiy precechng the deArufiien of J^^^eol 
ffioaU he fo flarn^ dsat the noft ccintmoa atttntioii t^ 
pflk^ events would enable them to fee and to avoid tbi^ 
impending evils, which he had as plainly foretold ; 3iid 
immediately adds, •• Verily, I fay unto you, this genera- 
tion Aall not pafs away «ill aU ihife Aings be fuIfilledL^ 
Thefe words therefore feem obvioufly reftriQed, ift timr 
primary fenfe, to the numerous circumfiances which he had 
moft accurately defcrihed as Jigns of that event in which 
Ills Difciples felt themfelves pecuh'arly, nay, perfonally, 
interefted. Efpecially, as aiiber the Iblemn affirmatioa at 
the truth of a predi&icm, which at thatiiaie viuft -.^ppedr 
ib vexy improbabk,:and the dedaratiqn, that the t-va^'d^r^ 
pointed lor that dijlant ** day and hour, when the heavens 
and diejearCh ihaH pafk away, was known to the Father 
^nly," ottr Ijoriretm^mtp Acjlgwt mA hit domiag-tom*. 
ipdf^ft 4hk jwwei ol his kingdcMR, aad gives )Aa ^omso^i^ 
to watch. *• But in their Jiandaryjen/i theft' words may 
mean this people ^the Jemlfh nation) fliall jriot pafs away^ill 
all -be fulfilled ;" however difperfcd^ they Ihall continue a 
diilinfl people from the reft of the world, till th^ whgle of 
this Prophecy ihafl beaccompKjQfiedbythe &icond coming 
Qt the Son of Man ib gloltg^. 

as 



jtrn&SnlSjtdutSiNfkMr. ajf 

^M fie days tiat wen bifore tbi jlooi^ tk^ 
were Mating tmd drinkifig^ marrying^ andgivitig 
M mariagej untM tie day tbat JV«r entered 
»09 Ae ark^ and knew Hot wuU tie ficoi 
eame^ and tp(A d)em ail away ; fo /baU alfe tie 
/coming oj tie Son of man be. Thenjhatt tna 
he in tie field; tie one Jhall be taken^ and the 
niier Jeff. Two women Jhall be grinding at the 
miff; tie onejball be taken^ and the other left. 
Waicb therefore ; f^r ye know not what hour 
jwr Lard doth como'^-^berefore be ye affb 
ready ; for infuch an hour as ye thittk not tie 
San of man comet h K 

jtnd he Jj^ke to them a parable ; Behold 

the fig-tree ^ and ail tie trees ; wien they nam 

fiemtfonb^ ye fee and know of your ownfehm^ 

tbatfummer is now nigh at hand. So likewije 

ye^ when ye fee th^e things come to fafs^ know 

ye tkat the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

Verity I fay unto youj This generation fiball not 

faft (rmay tiU all be fulfilled^ Heaven and 

earti fiball pt^cmay ; but my istords fi>aU not 

fa^ (may. And take heed to yourfehes^ kft at 

any time your iearts be avertharged with fur^ 

fdting^ and drusekmmefs^ and cares ^ this 

4^ andf^ fiat day come upon you unaware^ 

For 
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Fcp as a fnat^Jball h cme tm ail tEan thtt 
^dwe/I Oft, she facer ^ jjbe wb^le^eartb. Watch 
ye therefore J and fray always ^ that ye may be 
accomted worthy to efcape all tbeJkMbings that 
fiall come to pafs^ and to Jlandb^ore the Son 
wf man"^. . 

** Without cnterirtg into a difcuffion of the 
leveral metaphors in this Prophecy explained 
by various commentators as referring, in their 
firft and moft immediate applicaticHi, to the * 
Ceveral parts of the Jewifli government, and 
to diftin<5t occurrences which- happei^foon 
after the deftruftion of Jerufalem, it is fufE- 
cicnt to remark, that, the complete fubveriion 
of the Jewifli pohty, ecclefiaftical and civil—* 
the complete overthrow of Pagan tyranny and 
fuperftition— rthe eftabliflmient of the Ghrif- 
tian church in the feat of the empire of the 
, WOTid, and its confequent acceiiion.of mxm^ 
bers, power, and fpkndour, ^ appear to be 
'dwifiycly prediiSted. — It appears alfaevident, 
thfit the great. cventJT which wore to incrcafe 
the.preva^lence of the ChriJfti^jreligion, ;and 
fix its.ppen fovereignty in the world, were 
to hdi^^tnjuddenly^ and unexpeSedfy to all who 
.werejoot prcpwred by the. foJtei warning 

which 
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Vlkii^bur Lord gave to his.Difciples, widb 
a* command to wafch. Let us tiaw turn 16 
:die page of htftory fbr the aocompliih-* 
nenc of thei^^ predsdions : wfaieh^ as this 
Prophecy only points to the great events 
^arcunifhntially revealed by our Lord to hi; 
beloved Difciple St. John 'ajhr the deftriic*- 
ition of Jerufaletn^ (hall be' ftated very €on«- 
cifely. . :: ; • , '■ 

/.'I ' " . • ■' 'i 

Our Lofd e^prefsly declares^ that a/I tbefe 
ibings^ that isv the foletm train of predica- 
tions concerning Jerufalem, Jhould. be Juifilled 
before the then prefent generation jhmld.pafs 
ofway. This Prophecy was delivered in the 
year of our Lord 33, and Jeruialem wa4^de- 
fefoyed 37 years aftervw^-ds; fb that many 
of the contemporaries of Chriil who heard 
^dxe Prophecy might wimefs its accom^lidi-^ 
meht. ^^\ 

/ Thje total. fubver (ion o£ the Jewifli govern'- 
ment, religious and civil, can fcarcely be 
more ftrikiingly reprefented than by the De- 
cree iffued by Vefpafian, immediately after Je- 
rufalem was deftroyed, ordering " all the 
lands of the Jews to be fold for his own 
life I*' and •• all the Jews, whcrefoever thqr 
dwelt, to pay each man every year the fame 
VOL. i.^ R fum 
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fijRv to tlie Qifiiiol of R0190, tfabt tht^ hed 
hcfatc pttid to; thi^ Tetanpk tt Jera£dem*" 
Thuf the land of ^dvholfe itatioii biecaale 
^At pf^iva^fi^erjj^ the Roobui Empcroa 
ilcrd the Md9>le«|>eople faecavie mUmsv arid iuh 
'^siivts^ and flaveSi *^ The iaCrifice and>the 
Mixtion ceafcd," arid thcJ Jews haVe xl^eA 
*finoe remiimd l»»ith6ut a rCity, iVitho%it a 
Temple, without a King, and witfaobl a 
Prieft*; their tribes confounded, their pedi- 
|[rtts loft^ andj^et^ a people iepajfated land 
dtftkiguHkedy ki perlbti, immeis^ and nsli- 
^ioA, froni: all the iiatidns4RM0g whom tiiey 
%re fcktteted. 

We hare already fccn the'Go^ei ptioached 
to >t)he Gentiles 'the churdi taf Gfarift dite- 
^ited^ncreafiiig^^and at the feme tiitoe 
fliflbring tsDixtihuil perfecu tion from JfeWs mbd 
Heathens, according to the exprefs dedaia- 
tions of our Saviour to his Difciples ; — we 
have jech (^ idtal. abolitaia of die Jewifh 

. * Th^ who fisc ho^ f^i Pri^s ^oog Ihb Jew«^qre 

only chi^ RaHh^-znd have little or nofrauthonty, or |-efein- 
tfaiice to tKc office of ^Kr^fA-Pr/j^, e^ab^ifhei by the Law^ 
^5f'W[6fes/ ,/ ' - ^ "' '"^ '■' 

* '*TBef# i**grt^4ia*»e6^c*#k4y^efvfed t^^ Ac 



Mi^tti^^rT'' th^ men of :the vmey^d ha^i' 
hm ^viiHed \Kf their Lprd^ for havi»g ^n 
\&» fosi/'* It ooljr renmns fior ps to dir^ 
.Oi|r-aittciitk» «o tlite iriiHUplt ^ 4he -ped^ 
xutodphurcb oyo: Pagau tyjrana/ juid fupior^ 
l^ition. 

?fiutJbereJin«ftb^1«ive togbfi»r*y€, tlpt 
complete as this ^vi^pry-was^pv^jr Xhtrpgn^g 
jsnenty i^i ithe chuygh, Mid greatly as it ^- 
Acndod ;the jappawnt dwijiitiflppf C^hi;iifl: a\ier 
the ^mJk>f^Srr^2^^\^ bof^re Clv^v. 

iiaiii<gr.:thrpi«ghput the R^ra^n gnjipire^r-jiet 
4o?s«ot .this great eweiifcjt .a$)p$^ ifuUy adc- 
tquate ,to th^ Xublime dtfwptiqn y^hich ojwr 
Lohl :giv,^ pf ibe tr«u»ph| Jhe glory, a^id 
rthje ibappinefs ^ ^e/cbitfch in tfe^s moft fp- 
ietoh Pjrophecy. — ^W^ .might theiiefpre have 
looked to « fwitDfe p^iod ^ ^ts ukiixu^ 
cxmpkupn, j^vien if -thi^e had not bee^ a R^« 
•yda^oaifipncQriMWg the ^f^ceediBg cprrup- 
tioM, itiiials, .aod p^ffecutions, \p wb^ch the 
church .was:<o be fubjp(3ed previous to the 
^filial vidory .oyer all its ^nesniies^ of which 
this was but a, type. ' 

The period of hiftory from the deftruc- 

tion of Jecufnlem to the^ceiSon^of C<»iftaQ- 

x% tine. 
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tine, excepting only the (hort reigns of the 
' Septimian family, abounds in a moft ren^rk^ 
able degree with the gdneral x^vzgts^ of war, 
famine, and pcftilencc. The amazing (laugh- 
ter of the Jews in the time of Trajan and 
Adrian, has been already mentioned. The 
Romans alfo fuffered fo feverely, that the 
Emperor Adrian forbore the ufual falutation 
in his Letters to the Senate, in token of gc^ 
neral grief and diftrefs *. The reign of 
Maximin was filled with wars, murders, in- 
v?fi<'w?, and rebellions ; and in the following 
fifty years there were more than twenty Em- 
perors, almoft all of whom died in war, or 
were murdered by their own foldiers and fub- 

• jedts. In the reign of Gallienus, the thirty 
tyrants, or ufurpers, who arofe in diflferent 
parts of the empire, occafiohed moft violent 
commotions-T-The dreadful incurfions of the 
Goths and Scythians— -the moft deftrudive 
peftilence that ever had vifited mankind, per- 
vading all the Ronian provinces and continur 
ing fifteen years in the reign of Callus — the 
horrible perfecution of the Chriftians for ten 
years under Dioclefian, and the civil wars be- 
tween Maximian, Galerius, Maximin, Max- 

* Newton, vol, iii, p. 61, &c. 

entius. 
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ciYtius, Licinius, and other competitofs for 
empire, exhibit together a moft awful picSlure 
of the convulfive efforts of •* the powers of 
darknefs againft the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace." Many indeed were in that age im- 
preffed by the extraordinary manifeftations of 
the wrath of God. They mourned^ and their 
hearts failed them for fear ^ when they f aw the 
Son of rhan coming in the power of bis king-* 
4om. Galerius% Maximin, and Licinius, 
recalled their Decrees dnd Edidls againft the 
Chriftians, publicly ccxifefled the guilt of 
their cruel perfecutions, and acknowledged 
the juft judgments of God and of Chrift iii 
t;heir deftru(^iom ' ! 

. ** A change of all the powers in being was 
th? moft chara<fteriftic mark of the age from 
?6o to 312. For^ from the time of the fct- 
ting up of the thirty tyrants, to the time of 
Conftantine [excepting only fhe fhort reign of 
Aurelign, and he carried war into the Eaft] 
the enripire was contii^ually Jhaken and torn, 
and gradually difmembered by civil wars; 
and there was ho bright fun, or moon in it, no 
one great ruling potentate, as in the ages pre* 
ceding ; but it became a prey, and was plun* 

. ^ Newton, vol, iii.ip. IS'/ '• * 

R 3 dered 
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dered in every part By tlie Goths and Scytfifi- 
ans, atid other barbalrous natioAS* The whole 
period waS renhaf kible only for the expiring; 
pangs and ftruggles of Pagari tyranny. And 
at the fame firhe, as if it \v6re on purpoffe to 
turn the att^titiori bf mankind^ to apply this 
precife part of this Prophecy to thefe "^ay 
days ; in the beginning of them, in the year 
1262, nioft parts of the Empire were vifite<f 
with a moll: grievous peftilehce and famipie,^ 
attended with dreadful earthquakes, fur-f 
prifihg darkhefti atn<l ftrtnge lightnings, by 
sBl of ii^hich nhariy periflied; there Was aa 
accumulation ^{& of oth^r dire calamities ant! 
Jhaking^s^ amongft which, the feaeverftoWe4 
and drowned whole countries. In the con-^ 
-cliifidni tKfe Pagih ehipire cteifed, aild thofe 
•<vrhd had Supported its dbhiihioft loft al{ 
pbwey arid authority, iatid were caji io^fii 
zxL^ the whole fbrftV of govemmeht wasj 
changed^/' •♦ The great lights of the Hea^ 
tlhen wdfldi xhtfuki tftom^ and fiars^ werd 
all eillpfed and obfcUfed ; the Heatheti Em^ 
perors afnd Caefars' were flain, the Heiathei^. 
J)rtefts and augurs were extirpated, the Hea* 
fhcri officers and magiftrates were reifioved, 
the Heathen temples were 4emoli(htd^ ?tnd 

»» Mr, Kuig*» Morftli of CriticSm, 

- - . - their 
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thuir reysmicfi appropri^^d to betier i»fes '." 
The writers of that age c^iebratf the peac? pf 
the church under the protedion of the civil 
pcwers, aad the gr«t acceffion of coovcrts, 
both Jews and Gentiles, in very triumphant 
terms. •* Tranquillity being reftored through^ 
out the world/' fays LaiStantius, •* th« 
church, which was btely ruined, rifetU 
agfkin* Now after the violent agitatiims of 
ib gncat a tempeil, n calm, air and the dedr^ 
light: became refplendent. . Now God hath 
rplieYed the affli^cd; now he haih wip^ 
ain^y the teass of the forrowfuJ*." Sknnf 
modais of Conftaptine areilill preserved, witii 
the be^ of the Emp^tfor on one fide, aid 
this iafcrtptioh, Cmfiifntinus Aug. ' and on 
the twcr&f\jBeats TranquUHtas^ Blejfed Trant 
fuilliiyj which .continuing uninterrupted tiU 
the death of Conftantine in 337, the Church 
j^njoyed the premifed peace and Security and 
4iappinefs."— ** The angels^ or meffengers,'* 
gathered the ele6l into it from the north an4 
from the fouth, from tk^ fafi and from the weji ; 
> and the power and the gbry of the Son of 

* Newton, vol. 111. p. 7^, 

* J^ewton^ vol. iii, j), 7a. 

H 4 maa 
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man were Vifibly cftablilhed among the na«' 
tions. of the earth % 

. And now the Believer may boldly afk, 
whether it be poffible for an unprejudiced 
Tiiind to cohfider this Prophecy 'with atten- 
tion, ^nd dotd>t concerning the reality of Di* 
vine^infpiration, or the immediate* agency of 
Divine providence ? The wholeof this Pro- 
phetical narrative, when all tts parts are 
viewed together, difplays^ regular Tories of 
events ,^ riiing gradually to the final cataf« 
trophe. ' Firft are announced wafs,' and ru- 
moursi of wars : next, a peHod - of turbu« 
lence, of infurred:ion> and of hoftility of one 
nation a^^inft another, attended with plagues; 
peftilence^ and earthquakes. Then follow 
drcumftanccs imipediatdy relating to th^; 



' » \x \^ worthy of retoark ^ that froih the time of Conftari- 
tipe io the prefent age, the churcli hfts never been tno- 
lefted by the gvQwed ^nmief ofjefus Qbrtft* The various 
Heretics, Mahometans, and Papifts, by whoih it has beea 
akernatelyfcandalized, and tormented, have all confefled 
the aame of Jefus- Chrift Jo be worthy ofr more or left rd* 
fpcft and honour ; and his Gofpel to be more or lefs di« 
vine, according to their different fyftems. The infpira- 
tion of the Scriptures, ^nd the perfe^ion of the Chriftian 
jBOrality, were allowed to be incontrovertible by theni 
»ll*^Lct modern iofidels <? wfid^r this ! 

\- ' • DifciplcSi 
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Diiciples, ancf the Religion oi ChtrSt-'^c , 
profpe6l of pcrfccution—rthc promife of deli- 
verance from the impending evils, and the 
aifurance of: the general pi^icatioit of the 
Gofpel.—i-r-Thc approach of the Roman ar^ 
mies to Jerufalen^the eredtion of their ido^ 
latrous ftandards wibe Holy Land-^^the hard« 
fliips and calaKftties- dfe-^the* fiege — the de- 
ftrudlion of the city and the difperfion of the 
people, are .minutely defcribed.— AndJalMy 
ate foretold, in all the fublimity of metaplio* 
riC: language, the total abolition of the Jewiih 
govcrhment— the complete fubvfcrfion of Pa- 
gan tyranny and fuperftition, and the triumpl^* 
of the Chriftiati church* 

Hiftory, the truth of which has never ytt 
))een queftioned, records the accurate fulfil-* 
inent of all thefe various circumilances and 
events, in the order in which they were pre- 
dii^; and the conftant tcftimony of the 
Jews for more than 1700 years, aflbrdsirrew 
fragable^vidence to the certainty of the fa^s 
idated. 

And if the Divine authority of this won- 
derful prophecy be thus inconteftably efta-. 
bliflied^ how can it be even plaufibly denied, 
that Je8u$ was indeed that '* Propjiet and 

Law- 



LAWGivfJL^J of whkxn Mofis had pjredi<5ledr 
that *• Wtofo' iicarfcened not un^ him, the 
liMtd would Kquiise it of' him'^«-^the *' Me 9-* 

ttAML** V IH VHqM ALL rVL% NATIONS Of 
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7h« biibrioil accwnt tvhich has been 
given of the aa;«»p]iflim«nt of the forcgcn 
ipg Prophwiw, Jeads w dircftly to obfenrc^ 
th^ At th« koglh of time between the Pro* 
phecies and their accompIUhment, together 
with the particularity and minutenefs of the 
oircumftaM:^, ii*i the diverfity of the agpnts 
eti^lay€4 ia.the execution, rmder it cquaHy 
ilopoffible tbbt they ihould have been £s>rctdidl 
by chaiice, or aooampliihed by humaq con- 
trivanoe ; the cmcliuii6co« siz. that they lawc 
ii>fpij:ed by Ood« i^ oiidefiidbk. 

Having thus cftabliflicd the truth of Pn>i 
phecy upon indifputable ground, I confidcr 
tb^ Wgin^l queftion, ** Whether Goo has 
EVER revj:alep future events to man- 
kind,** a$ aofwered to the Reader's fjtisfae- 

tion; ,A^O THE jSUJPE&iNXENDlNG ProVI- 

PENCE 
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»El«<iE OP GoDr OTER THfc WORLD^ AS COIIU 

jrLBTELY PROVED. I bdccch him thaen to 
cxfltminc farther, whether all the Prophedes, 
firom the time of our firft parent Adam, to 
the tjkne of St. Jbhn, do dot evidently^ pcdnr to 

ONE GRiAT SCHEME, tO whlcK CVCfjr OthcT 

plan of Providence appears fubordinate, and 
tdtimateljr refers— Let him tconfider the fn^ 
quent intilnations cJf God's will, zv^i frequent 
conditimal predidtions of puniftiments or bki^ 
iings, as a feries rf proof di his fuperintend* 
jtig care of a people who were to prepare tha 
waj for the Meffiah-^to prefer^^e the knoww 
kdge of the promifes of God in the world, 
and to remain as moftutnents of the truth of 
Prophecy, when Prophecy itfelf fliould ceafe# 
— Let him confider the frequent allufions, 
and dired prfedidtions, relative to the Saviour 
of the world, beginning with our firft pa** 
rents, and reachitig with mcreafing cleartieft 
to the time of the harbinger of ** the day^* 
fpring from on high,'* which arofe to illu- 
mine the whole earths— Ltt him con^fider 
that Jefus, by exactly fulfilling the predidions 
concerning the Mefliah, not only reconcikd 
man to his Creator, but the volume d the 
Law and the Prophets to the Gofpel, and 
fully explained that great myftery of redranp- 
tion and righteoufnefs, to the completion of 

which. 
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which, the Typical, the Ceremonial, and the* 
Prophetical difpenfations throughout thd 
whole courfe of the Jewifli hiftory, and for 
no lefs a period than 4000 years, was niade 
fubfcrvient. And if it fliall appear, as it 
furely muft appear, that the great defign o€ 
Prophecy, was the establishment of the 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION UPON THE BASIS OIT 

piviNE REVELATION, Ict him confider that 
the queftion, whether he fhall receive or re^ 
je6l Chriftianity, becomes in the higheft de- 
gree important ; becaufe^ if it be proved that 
thefe Prophecies contain the revealed will of 
God, it neceflarily follows that man is bound 

TO BELIEViB AND OBEY THE RELIGION OP 

Christ. ' ^ 

In order to difplay this great defign of Pro- 
phecy in the moft clear and ftriking point of 
view that I can imagine poffitle, Ifhall fub- 
pin, ** The Life of Jefus Chrift, as drawn 
from the Antient Prophets,*' by Mr. Gilpin ^ 
and then proceed to point out in the fecond 
Part of this Work, additional evidence iri 
fupport of what has been aflerted refpefting 
the- extent as well as umty of defign in the 
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L{fe.of our Savhur^'&c* a^J 

gi^t fchemc of revelation^ from the Pxo» 
phecies which refer to the ages of the world 
fubfequent to the eftablifhment of the Chrif«- 
.tian religion. 



.*^ 



' TH£.LIEE OF JE9US CrtRIST AS DRAWN 
FROM THE;ANTIENT PROPHETS. 

•* i have divided tlie whole colledic«i iitfo 
four f^iSions,— The |ijrft exhibits a feries of 
thofe .Prophecies, which contain iht.earlieji^ 
and. mofl remote intimaticM>s of the Mediah. 
They are dark, it is true : but as they plainly 
z^^^i to, center in one pointy they illuflrate 
each other.. Each Prophecy, confidered apart ^ 
might be called obfcurci but the ^Yhcde feries 
in .cotnbingtion anits, certainly^ very ftroa^ 
Jight. They begin, with prediifting z vie-- 
tory I and, an everlafiing covenant^ which w^s 
tft t^ke place between God ani all the nations 
of the earth. Under the id^s of a tree^ m^ 
a mountain^ they hold out the grandeur^ and 
dignity of the Mef^ah's kingdom; and in z 
variety of beautiful images, in which all itt« 
• tureis r6prefej)ted in harmony, and ti)e wi|d 

beafts 



4odIls ti the fowft tamed, the^r exhibit lli^ 
tpecKoe, and itftppinefs, and univerfirl chan^ 
m the manners of men, whicb this glo- 
rious predided reign was meant to ii^ro* 
duce ; difclofing, at the fame time, through- 
out, its Jfiritual nature^ and the tranfeend^ 
tnt joy^ with -ifrfeich k ought to be re- 
ceived^ 

^* In the fecond ledion aw exhibited thofe 

Prophecies, which relate to (be Urti of the 

Meffiah* Here the prophetic language be- 

'^xmiQS mere diUmd:, «nd«IUlL Thofe general 

OTtimatioBs, "w^hi^lh were given bdTore, begin 

.nowto<^4^, and farfkuhrize. The fame 

li»»fcments appear % but 4ie features ai^e move 

clii)»n<^y marked. The feftion opens with 

^edidting the forerjunner ef the Mtfiah^ ki 

the ^erfbn jbf Jc^ idie BaptSft, TiaePro- 

^phecies^^of ^e Meffiah''^ /^frA& Ai^ceed i and 

^ifcc' wonderful |>eculiarity of his 4)eing- -^^w 

-^ i idrgin. The //^^ of his nativity is 

^ccified :; and the eh^aSl^rifiics ef his o$ee, 

«nd the nature etf his gevefnipent, afe 

*fong;1)r marked, > 

^ •*«!» the *<hifdfeftionl have cdll€€t<idfii€h 

•ftoi^iecHes, as appertun te-the Melfiah'^ ittt. 

%he wliole plan ef k indeed -is %«Sfitfi -witfi 

^4 as 
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ts much preci(ion as the figurative langua^,, 
in which thcfe predi<5tions are clothed^ is 
iable to convey. He is reprefented as arrayed, 
in the dignity of a Pr4fphei^ like Mofes; 
atid of a Prieft^ like Mekhizedcc. At the 
ianhe time, his mean^ and faring Jlau ga 
earth is ftrongly chara(^eri2ed. His gentUh 
n^s^ and holinefs; the great efficacy of his 
preaching ; , the offence he gave to world!/ 
•toeni his reprefTing ih^'/pirii ff worldly wj(^ 
domi hi$ trimpJmnt €mry kiXo Jeruiokoij 
aad ihifi Jivine prince Xf\ the Temple ; .afe 
all diflindlly held <Kitv The variety, ^kt 
ev^ tht iifiJf of his/»;>^A'i* arefpedfied; 
ataid his psj/^pra/ cMe is ilromg^y repreimted 
'>by knagts highly -expre^ve of tenderneis mfi 
afjfeiftion. ; 

^* In the laft fedlion I have colle<5led fuch 

Prophecies, as appertain to the dea/h of 

ChrilL Here the Prophetic fpirit, as if 

imagery failed an deforibing the laft fceiles of 

this awful life, defcends from its lofty flights, 

and marks the feveral qircumftances of that 

folenWi peribd in the ^hincft :*erms*; 4>ut 

marks them alfo with almoft hiftorical preci- 

lipn. From his being betrayed by one of his 

:,Ettfciple^, 4o tiis r^urreSiiant <here is icafce a 

fifif^gle Qir«|um^acQ» w^i(^ on^ ^er Dthlsr i>{ 

• i . . the 



i^t " Li/t d/ oar SavtoUr 

the Pfophctit writers hath not' mcntldftfid. 
The bargain made for thirty pieces of filver— 
the dijferjion of the iifcipks on the feizing of 
' Jfefus — the particulars di his trial — ^the falji 
ntoitnejfes\ that appeared againft him— the 
»lifage of ihtfoldiers — the mode of his death— 
the behaviour of his enemies during that aw- 
ful period — the time of that. great event—the 
tndy and intention of it — ih^ mahner of his 
^»r/^^/— and his triumphant refurre^ion — ^all 
appear to.be fo exadly conformable to the 
hiftory of the hfew Teftament, that we 
■might almoft think them plain tranfcripts 
from it, if we had not the -very heft hiftorical 
evidence, that they were all written, pub- 
lifhed, and well known, many hundred years 
— the lateft of them above four hundred — ^;^ 
before the birth of Chrift." 



SECTION L 

Containing the earlief intimafions of the 
' Mejiah. 

\ will put enmity between thee (faid God 
to the ferpent) and the woiftan— ^-between thy 

feed 



ax (frawn^ty tffi PropKits. it '5 7 

f<se<} and her feed: it (hall bruife thy head/ 
^«d ihou {halt bruife his heel^.*--! lyilf dfttf- 
bli& my coVeuant (faid God to Abrahatn)^^ 
between thee and tam and thy feed' after tViti^^ 
in th^ir getierationsyfor an ^v^^'r/at^^^ rwe^' 
nani '».— ^Sarah thy wife^lhall bear thee a f(Jn» - 
aY>d thou flialtxrs^ll his iiame Ifaac; ^d I wift^ 
dlafciifll my covi^narit with him for an ever-^^ 
lbjimgcevendnty^s![ii^i^ his fe^d:'after \^k 
And ^iri thy ' feed (hall (dlthe na^rfsof't^ 
carthv-bebleffed'^.'^^IbwillperfiirM^ theitttlfe 
(faftf:feod to Ifaac) which I fwaieuHtaAbrai: 
Kamrthy father<)> and: iti thy ffedrfliall viZ/ tAd 
nations of the eabih bJ ^^leflbd K^h. ithee^^ 
and ha thy feedv(fei<lrGod to. Jacob)] (hall 1^ 
thtfahuties o[ the eartK be' hief%l °^-«-And>i!t 
fliadl Cidiiie to p^fs (faid Ood to Diavid) vAich 
thy days (hall be expired, and thou (halt go 
toflhy fkthers, that I will raife-uf'^thy Yeed af-^ 
ter thee/ which (hall be of ' thy (ons ; ahtf T ^ 
wijl.^^tle himin-mi^e hiqufe^y^r |^p^r,j-/Mid; 
hisJiromJhoM hyfjiabUjIifid. J^^^^ 

' i* Gen, til. 15. ' ^ '*tSto/xViu T. ^ ^^ 

-^ » Ottii xvii. 19. "i - • * GeA, 3i3tii.i 1«.'* ^ ! 

••''* O^. xtvii SV''»^'^ '■ '•■-« Gm/HtVni'. 14. ' ' -'^'^ 

^ '^ Ir CJhran. icvii. 14^, ftti iTWr ftrtni to! have Beeqi 

ifrmediately fj^en of Solomon ; who wM confi<le2«d a&i a 

^ 'VOL. I. s type 



I.thfrrLorS hiwc tailed: tbife ik nghteoUfticfe f 
I -wtil kfe^ Ibee J an<J give th« for fi fpvfft^ 

T^HJ ftitlj dafe'il^,, I wiH give tbeeibr a 
covsnant tf \hf:pe(f^e<^\(^i^iaikl^^'i spjcth 
Tntd (»ufe to;/>£'aiS7>tbc;<55/o/rf/<?:heritagcs*'rr-- 
'Hjws'iaith the Lord*. If.ydu can l)tre«ki*y:': 
covovmt of ibe da^i,' and my cov9i»nt:»)f idtte 
of^t, . tft*t .there flkjuIdrOD^ be di^'s^ vatod 
mg;hts ia iheir fctfonsr then itjjg^ alfp iny 
(Avmant. bcibrokeh mtli-my Tervaot j^id.. 
that' JifiLi.'ihotild not fcaVfeaffiw-'tardgn^il^eit 
ld& khf(ihe<V4r-9rherc rihitU . q>mc fiaorth: » itnet 
QUtibf I&«^il6iia of. je3c« ajida hrinch fluJ}^ 
bttt'of; hiifoj?qpts. ' . And.,%; j^wi?) ^'iht. 
JiAxd,'Jkdi"h>fl'. b^on'Mnr^t Spirit, oCu^yifk 
doih/ai^8iujKaecftdiidm^t;JtI^eiSpfr(Jt Qf:i€»Utk&l 
oo 3.1. :: J ();[■; Ir. ; /....i(:,!., jrl 1:^ (H 8Vf.L yni 

denjlyr^ carjied\ Qfwn4, a_ nriHee,- froiapi >yhofc Jmmediatf 
^«^r die kingporii was /ent.. ' ' . /" 

' •\{A. ■ xlii ~6. '«rtd i(Mx..^». '• if th6 cohlfex^ lie' ex-jU 

hi^jrwiflied here only to retain fuch pafTaget, as referred- 
to the covenant. 

'Jer. xx3rii»K,^»,-%n -:From this Prpjph^^J .alfiji that 
part only,»itiik«R, ifrja^k belongs to.^.fi^weflWD I* 
could h»irp tKtfft^C^. j^'^jfi'W/jr to Davi.d> ftt;i^iffs»*UU 

pgfyimK^i: fef iidtfgr Ifj^ito ^ lvwdiB4-yq«*-#&B| Da- 
vid's ^ertfewiop mv/ -;•;•.• ; .-o^tj'.i is :.•;.. •(ivr.'\ \ 

siv < : zcand 

2 
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^and flji^h^, the Spirit pf knowledge,, apd the 

jGp^F; pf the ]LoFq, and .ftiall maKeliim qf 

fjyifrl^ vnderiflanding in the fear of tile Lord \ 

-»— -ij^old the days come, faith the Lord, 

,tbal I will wfe unto David '^ righteous branch ^ 

ajgid a kin^ (J12JI reign ^ a^id pro/per^ and (hall 

execute jud^menf^. <iridjujlice in the earth. In 

jbis ^43ys JW^>& '7^// be favedy and Ifrael (hall 

jdwdl fafely^ and this is his name whereby 

Ji^ iJx^ir^Q.calJed,. X^he Xor^ our Righteoup* 

,«^^ — rin thoX^ <tej^« will I caufc the Br<///cv& 

Jof%i^h;^pufrieff to grow up *u.ntQ Payid; aod 

h&Sh^ execute judgment^ and rightea^fnefs in 

/J[if//vid\— Thus fajlh the Lord God,. I will 

.tfkt the Wg^^eft jbranch of the .highe(l: cedar ; 

zf)4 I will plant k 9X^ ;a> high mountain; anH 

itihaJl briiag fortb boughs^ and bear fruit, 

and be ;a goodly ciedar j and luid^r it Jha/i 

dwell all the ftyuph pf every wing^ in the (ha- 

4ow fif thcf bjTAnchos tl?ere(^ (hall thpy -dwell ^ 

^ — Hear now, O Jo(hua the high prieft, ^ thou 

smd thy fellows that (it before thee t Qebo^d I 

^ier. xKiii. 5,^. Hei«4gd^liheJb]ncXtt€Ci(fi)rii9pcO(« 
lii^ vjLo Om'vi ^v€ liuadted )/^ears .a&er ^h^ 4ealh ^ tW 
prince ; which promife had Veen nade .IwfiMQe ^ ih^ Bi* 
triarchi, andtQ.thatjpriiicehipfelf. .1 . :. , - 

• Jer. xxmi. 15 v ^ ^ « Eaek. wi> ^»^?« 

. ;: 8 « wiU 
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.%vill .Iving forth my Jervdnt the Brand ^.-^ 

Thus faijSi^ the Lord bf Hofts, Behold t!rc 

'niari waofe name u the Branch ; he Ihall 

'grow, up out of his place, and he (hall build 

.fh^ T.emple of the Ldrd^ ; and hejhall bear the 

glory ^ arid he fliall fit, arid rule upon his 

\ thf one y.-^ln the laft days jit (hall come to 

pafs, that the rhoun tain of the houfe of the 

,llord. {hall be ' ejiablijloed in tte top^ of the 

jJhountains,' and it fliall be exalted abcnxe 'the 

%ilts ;/ and . the people Jhkll fow unto it *v-^ 

T^e\Il6ri^^^/y 'reign ot^r\ them in mourtt 

jZjiir^ froo^ hencdfofth^ even for evef *•— ;-And 

*il VxalLcdoie to pafs in the laft days, that the 

^5un tain of the houfe bir 4he Lord ftiall be 

ej^abjif^^^ ^ncf fiiallbfe f halted above the bUls'; 

,ahd all nations' fhall foiv 'iintp it^l—JSxA the 

itdne,*, which was tut,diit'of the mountain 

'^'miihoiit ii^^/fif, fliall become a' great nrotintaiit, 

2in^^*jltirihe earth \--And he will deftroy ift 

* Zech. vi. 12. 

y r>&<r Reader is referred to the fubfequmt pari oftbi$Worl 
fd^\l^i^itiJU»rdtim.cf./hep'edi^fibl relathejo the,kingdom 
t^Uh M»gUh,^ )iMch are noi to h decked upon as yit fk^Unlt 
•iii^tbiiit tdntfittei^d ultimate fetfe^ ... • :.,,. 

*Mic. iv. 1. -- ' '•: •. Akjic. iv/7r ,' r' 

* liA^ li;^ '^'^ "^ ' « Dan. ii. ^. ^ *^ '• ^ 
-^•' •^ V this 



as dramnfy the Prophts. %6 c- 

^s lyiountain the fffc gf th^; ;Cpveripg . C2^. 
over all people, and; the veil tl\ajt45^.fprcad 
over all nations'*.— And mtajr (hall fay, Come, 
ye, let us go up to the mountain ^f. tlje; 
J;^ord, to the ho^fejof theQqd of Jacpb t.an^ 
ke will teach us his. ways ; . and ^e will \vl^ 
m Mis paths ; for oat o^ Zion (hall go fpr^h 
the law, and the word of the Lwd. from Jcru-^ 
falem. And he Jhall judge among the nor 
fions^ and (hall rebuke many pociple : and^ 
they (hall beat their fwords into plowOfiares, 
and their fpears into pruning-hook$ : nation 
(hall not rife againft nation ; neither, ftiall 
they learn war any more*.— ^The wolf alfb 
(hail dwell with the lamb, and the calf, and 
:4he. young lion, and the fatling togethqr, an4 
a little child (hall lead them. Arid the cow 
arid the bear (hall feed, arid their yoiing'; ones 
Jie down together; and the lion (hall eat 
ftraw like the ox. The fucking child (hall 
play on the hole of the afp, and the weaned 
child (hall put his hand on the cockatrice- 
den. , And they (hair not hurt nor deftroy in 

^ ^'Ifaiah xxv; T.' There is fomething extremely grand 
'in thus reprefehting the Oofpel at removing the darkned 

fpread over all nations by the'drawing up of a vail curtain, 

to let in the light: ^' 

, f I&iiJi ii. 3, 4. 
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all tn^hblyihountam: for theemih pidfH 
full of the kn&udledge of the Lord, U the Wat^fS 
eover the lU* And in that day th»e fhall b* 
iroot of J^, which fllall ftind fot an enji^n 
4f ite feople^ To k fliall iht Gmilts Jkk^ 
^i'hUreJffhall bd |ilorioti8/.-^Th^ feeffrd 
ifeali feat iJepart from Judahj hor at fowgivai? 
fi6m betWeteh his feet, untif Shiloh com^ ^tod 
iteto him iltett tht \g^^/i?<rr/>r^ ^/^ /ve?/)/? be^% 
i— There Ihall ifdiWe ^ Staroxk of Ja«A), afid 

i t Gexi. xlix. 10}. Sottw ixiVe objpftca th* thi< Pfd- 

ghecy \ra» fulfilled in Mofes. But what fcqjtre had Ju- 

dah before Mofes? The word Shiloh fignifies jG«/ ; and 

was always inl^rpreted by the antieilt JewS of thd MtU 

iBtih. It*k fa|ypo{ed indeed by mny ihterptbSId^, iiikt 

Wofcs hitnfelf ftlluded to this Prophecy, vrbcn he e«- 

jprefles liis backwardnefs in going to Pl^araoh, Send J 

tray tl/ei hy the hand cf him^ whom thou wilt Jend-^thsX is, 

l5y the likihh, whom idou haft prOmifed. How vfery tk* 

itftly thi*- Prbptety \H« fttffiUed, is very ip^ai^t; f fee 

Bi%ftrfionf.of t!w'ie\y6^ indcfjerident bf Pro^qofs, h Oar 

of th« moft fingvlar e\xxil& fin, t]ie hiflory of-znantinA; 

but when we confider it as thexoippreti^n of Prophecy--^ 

when we conOaerihis people diljp^ibcf, toffVan^eriAg 

among all the nations upon earth — without temples— 

: withottt Uws^ withqm.'gavTrjQttifi^t'f-cqiKieded withn^nc; 

but diftinfl: from allr-ras if prcferved to complete future 

Prophecies — the whole tQgcthcr, 1 tiling, forms an argu* 

ment of fufficient force to wcigii againA all the cavils of 

infidelity, , . . 

. * fccptre 
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alceptre (hall af jufe put of 'fr^/*'"— I'^®V^^ 
alfo give the^ ^or a. //^/ Ve> ih/Gemiles^ th«^^ 
thou OTayeft.b^jm^r falyation^ m\tQ the ends gf 
the earth \ — I faw in liie ni^ht-vifiooSirand 
behold, one like the Son of Man^came' in the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Antient 
of days. And there was given unto him 
dominion, and glory , wd- a- kingdom, that all 
people^ nations^ and languages^ (hould fervc 
him : His dominion is an everlajling dominion^ 
whteH (hall not ^ift^ Wtty, and A/i*in^dtfhi, 
that yfhicYi Jbith\ttot be di/lr'ayed K-^Thc God 
of heaven fhall fet up a kingdom, which 
(hall never he dejiroyed: but. (hall (tand^ for 
ever ^Ir— Behold I will give to Jeru(aIem\one 
that bHngeth good tidings/*,^^p ^Z^ipp,' that 
bringeft good tidiftgs/ g^t.inee up into the 
high fri6untain:\0 Jerufalei^ hringHl 

good tidings, lift uptny voice with lt;rengtK: 
. lift ii up, be riot afraid :' fay .unto the cities of 
Judah, Behold your G%^%— Sing,^ O heaveqS, 
arid be joyful,, Q earth;' arid break forth irito 

^ Nuflib. Xfcm jLT. »Ifaiah xlix. 6#> 

^ Dan« vii.' 13. \ Da». ii, 44. 

..J s 4 ' comforted 



cofnforiecl his people ^ and will have mercy oh 
his affli<fied •.— Umo you that fear my name; 
ftall the S^fi'df Ri|hteoufncfs arife with 
Impaling in his wings ^ ■ * ~~ • • 
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^ C9fit0i!^l9gJhofe^ Prophecies which r^lfie 'to the 



. If 



' The voice c)f him that crieth in the wilder- 

nt(Sf' Prep fire ye the may of the. Lor d^ makfe 

Jiraighi iri the defert a highvi^ay for our God* 

.Every valley ^ fcalLbc exalted^ arid' every moun* 

^ tain '^^ Hilt (hall be made low: and the 

' crooked Ui;aXiht made Jlrai^ht, and the rough 

^ places /)/tf /;;• And the ^lory of the horS Jhall 

* he re^ealedl zhd all ^ejh {hzll fee it together;. 

for the nv>uth of the' Lord hath ifpoken it^.--^ 

Behold I virlll fend you Elijah the 'Prophet, 

^ Ifaiah xlii. 15, f Mai. iv. t. 

< Ifaiah xl. ^, 4; 5 . By imuntains^ and- rough yfofs^ the 
Prophet indicates the moral difficultiei, which the Gofpel 
landed to removet 

3 before 



as drawn by the Prophets. ^6^ 

fcefore the coming of tKe great anddreadfid 
day of the Lord\ — ^I will feitd my meflfengdr, 
iand he (hall prepare the^ way before m^;-and 
the hord^ whom ye feek^ (hall fuddenly come 
to his temple — even the mejfenger^f the, cave-- 
nant^ whom ye delight iii r behold he JhaM 
come ^ faith the Lord of hojir^. — I have fet-my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion. Thou art 
my Son; this day have I begotten thee. I 
will give thee the heathen for thine inherit^ 
ance^ and the titmofi parts of the earth for thy 
poffejjion ^ — ^TTie Lord himfelf (hall give you 
a GgHj BchoMy, 2L, Virgin JhaU conceiw^ and 
,bear afon, and (hall call his name Ifhmanuel\ 
— And thou Bethlehem Ephratab^ though 
thou be little among the thoufands of Judah, 
yet out (ftbee (hall he <fome forth, who is to 
tbe the ruler jn Jfrael: whpfe goings forth 
^have been from of oldy from everlajiing^.--^ 
— ^The people that walked in darknefs have 
,.feen ^ great light : th^y that dwell in the 
land of ihcjhadow of deaths upon them hath 

' Mai. iv. 5, ' • Mai. iii. 1. 

* Pfal. ii, 6, &c. This Prophecy of the heathen^ and the 
utmofi parts of the earth as apojfeffton^ is, in other language, 
the old patriarchal promife, /if? /^^^ Jhall «// the nations of 
the earth be blejfed, .,'//'/ 

•IfiiA.viif 14, , ^' , »Mic. v,^. 

the 



466 / I^^<^,m,Savmr ^ 

the J^it^med. /^orun^ Child is bornt 
ittito[i:» a SQn is given, 'and the^Qvernnie^ 
Ihall. be upon iis (boulder : and his fiaftie 
iball) be sxi^fA Wonderful^ Coupfillofi the 
mghfy Gt>d, the everlafiing Father^ the Pnnce 
^ Peacei :[ Qi the incrcafe of his goye;"nnlcnt 
ao^ |ieace there fliall be ^^ ^ 



.SECTION UL 

Cmt/tinhtg thofe prophecies^, wbkb relait tp 
. ibi lAfe of the Meffiab^^bis Ptlea^hing^ 
' and his Miracles. .. ..." 

'^ i WilTraife flieni d^ a Prophet fi^oM ^f)i&Hg 
their bfethten (faid G'od tb Mofes) like unio 
fheei and will pUt my w6tds in his mmith, 
and he (hall fpeik unto them kUtbat t /hall 
command him^.^-^c hath hofo^m Aor conkU^ 

i- .^ . .' . .i -^ • > - -' HiJ^: 

y Ifaiahix. 5?, 6. . ! • ; -^ ^ 
. * Dent., xviii. 18. That no.Propfiet 'ever (ii4 ari^c in 
Ifrael, like untomxijes^ is takeii notice of by Samuel, or 
whoever added the conctuding part of the Pentateucli* 
See Deutl xx. 10. iTie *great leading chataSers in 
MofeSy is his delivering Ifrael^ and introducing a new taw* 
Theft eharaftefs' agree only in thcMcffidi. *l1ie great 

dificr^ce 



Htff i '«ild:«thca W«/ (hall, fee ilim^ iImw ife'ife 
iaauty tfottWe flx)idd- defire fata6. Ht i» de* 
jfjiiftd ttOd rtj^'H of tneii-«-w *;«« of Jbrmnl 
ithd aefuMhtid''voith fr/ig^: ani. we hiiLtis.ft 
%mfc -^9^ iktes fiobi^hii^ He was d^fid^ 
ddd we eftefxned hikbrhodV—He (haU n^ 
r/^/r* fiCir £My^ bis\^ee\tQi^. beiird in tbt 
Jlreet. A bcoifed rcfed flmll hfc oot Jiitakt 
fthd fmokitig Hax (hall hef not quench : * hfe 
ihlU bring fortih juJ^mnt unto trutb^.^^ 
HdW beautiful tipon the mpuntskis ate the 
feel of hint ihat br&igeth go^d ndiHgs^^^it 
fubUJhBib jXf^ce^^that puhlijbetb f^ttMUm^ 
riiat iiUih unto Zion^ Tiy. God reigneth^.'^ 
<Siii^ aod wj6ice^ O daughter of Zion ; for 
Id 1 I come^ and will dwell in the imdtft of 
thee; Artd many nations jbnll iejoimd U iie 
JLard in that dity^ andjhdl be my people x and 
i WiM dwell itt the tnidd: of thee, aad tlhoa 
ihalt kiK>w, thdl the Lord hath fent mt unto 
'th(?e "^."^Behold my Servant^ whbHi I hate 
■ . ■ ' '•■ ' . ■• • . •.. / I . 

4iifi22r^nc^. vrds^ £hat his tklivermtse itnd hit /^^w^r^M/. 
"ver/al, and perpetual; thofe of Mofes, locals and /ra^j/^- 

^ ir^Mb 2^iv.^» ^« ';thi^.Frapbf6y ieU the iplMnds 
: 4^ <|WttiH!f%i^ir! the M^ifiahi. la Of^fitign to Ahe f<9iver6 
and fpirited cbarafter of Ae Brtiphetl. • 

♦IfafakJi^vr.. , 4Z4(*-iii H>, 11. 

chofen— 



d!ibl!m*4^iiie'^£le(ft,Lm:w dc* 

lightethj I.faave^put my Spirk /UfiiAi himj 
helhall^bring fortfe judgment tOstbe\Q€htiles. 
He ftiall not bcidifopw^gcd, till heJiave.fcl; 
juiffhiM4n!Jtheiear^Ai\zxA: thc^ifiis Jball "i^ait 
fon his^kixk'i. — ^He^.ihadli not- jttdgfe after the 
j^ght'^of- <his eyesi vi^yb^xiit^ti^f^ .the 

biltiridg'^qf 'Ms ri/mlc ;hi>ut iwidbr Vi^hteoufnefs 
^Ih '^heir.jud^tth^l paor\ aad fiapfave^ ninth 
t^ity f :\^ik1 he fliaUv^mke d«L4arth iwitH . the 
Hi (f hk mdutb^ and- with i the breaib of hk 
tips Jhi^fbejlay tht^wicked^. . /Righfeoufnefs 
AalLbelhe ginfle.bf his loins, and :faithfu^- 
-ttcfs the girdle of hislx^m^^.-^^h^lSprit tf 
the Lord is upon *me;:beca\ifeitlm Lord hal^ 
:anbihted me to preach ' good jidiirgSiVi^io the 
Ti^ek, he hathfcht me to bind up the broken^ 
'\hearted — to proclaim //^/y \ /J? the cdpthiet^ 
;and the .opening, of jhe prijhn to them that aije 
bound^^Xo piroclaim.the acceptable^ year of tbf 
JLorJK-^Atiii Ttuiny .nations (hall come and 
fay, Come, let us go up to the mountain ^ 
the Lordi arid to the houfe &f the God of Jd^ 

• Ifaiah xlii. 1. 4. 

' That is, he (hall not take cognizance of a£lions from 
" his fttiTeS ;^ nor aecording'to outward appearance. 

r That isy the didSrin6 which he preaches (hall make the 
eternal reparation of goi>d and bad. 
.k IlaUH xu 5, &Cr' * Haiahlxi. 1. ' 



as drawn hy thi^ Prophets. 4:69 

coh'^ and he will teach .u6 his w^//Und i^c 
will walfc.ih i6i> paths z for th^ \LawJhaU'^ 

forth out of Zioriy and ' the word ^(f the Votd 

from Jerufalem ^. — He (hill ^ be %\Ji4jne (f 

fumbling^ ^hd a rock of offence to ioth'ijbe 
hoiijfs oflfrdS]. — This 16^ the Lord^4 doin^^ 

*and it is nAarvdlous in'^ouvifeyeis. This is die 
vfoy, which' /i&^'Ix?rl/'hatK made; we will re* 
joice^andhe glad"* — Behold Wxf^in'Zi^n^ 

for a foundation, a\fiktej ^^ tfied: Jjoutt^'a 
precious corner-ftone^^ a fuje foundation ribe 
that Mieveth fhsli not *k>Q'^€onfoundai^^^^l 

'wiM do a marvellous work among tbi& jpeofdi. 

^TiiQ wifdom of their ti^e min^ihdM 'petijh\ ^d^ 
the und^rjianding^ oi their prudent mem (taSi 

•be ^id^'l — r-Rejoicc gteatly, O daiigHSter bf 
Ziori; Shout, O daughter of .Jeiufalem^i jffliJ- 
hold tiiy king comcth^unto thee : he, i^ jufk, 
and having falvation ; lowly, and riding upon 

■ an afsjZnA a colt the foal'bf an- afs^.^^ i^ill 
iiU this l>oUfe with glorf, /aith the Lofd^'cff 

' hofts. The gkry \ of this, fatter houfe flialll \>^ 
greater than oi^z former ; and in this place 
will I give peace^ faith the Lbrd of hofts \ — 



* Mic. iv. ^. , ' Ifaiah viii. 14- 

" Pfalni cxvlii. 5S, 24. ■ Ifaiah xxviii. 16. 

•Ifeiah xxix. 14. ^ Zech. ix. 9. 

% Hag. ii. 7^ 9. 

•J:^^ Then 



•,Th<in, (hall the ^es pf.the iiii^.\K jrpti^^, 
^d the tuas'tf thfi. </d^ihafl h?; wftppipje^. 

'HicnihalJ the Imnf :gn^ leap ne afli, haft, ^ 
'-^e tofigm <^.tkf hnUf Jiaan (h^} ^ng '.-—He 
'ihall bring wt the frififi^ri, ftf^ .tiw^n rfiJIt 
A /» 4arknefs, PUt ef the pfifiju-hpujCb »^ 
He^ihalI fay. tSi:iHy4>r(fomrft^fh ^r^h ^ <p 
-Aeiii Aat;^t idflifr^ftg/Sl, Shew 5»ipnrf4yes*,.»^r- 
.HeflwJI/f^/ tl.fj9fi-l^. a ftpphfird;. he 
ih^^t^tfefiif tt» (aiwhf /With .hi* -.^rm, VJfl 
<Brr]rcifa(£in ian y$ jboAwi, i«4JhaJl gei^ljr 
3«ad' ^io& -thgt , iir? ivife ,y(W4i?g',^Th<ir 
'.ftlft «ot hwger.'ijef. ihkft* m^l M^ 
■Ac hi^tudr tba iiiR^it^ ^&^ tv,^ he fh«t 
iliaih mercy oa tliem» (balll^xhfllj*,l^vien hjr 
Ac iprings of .Walsw Q»li hfe gm'de Xhejg. 
-liey (hall fcoi in th? wfjyi; 3«4iJ^ar fi^f- 
.turp fliaU.be in all high pl«cfijf,:::! -1; ! 

.•.juii?h,;cliii, 7. T^ '^doiot'di ftiliiml'g^d'^tnimei^, 
^ Vety often applied to a tote df h«»tft^Mnl- • ''^- ' 

:»Iifa»h«lk.'9.. . • v i'xl&inhld.ilif} i, ;; i,.^ 
-:-.=■ if' ::: '• ., * V«?l» 3^|C.-10.- . . ■ -/. 1 ,( .!, 
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Chrttxunini^yftkh Prophecies dis r^e^lb'thi. 

'^'Detttbf Atonement , RefurreSiioh', emi'Estal^ 

xtatiohoftheM^ah.'- '•■ ' --•i 

. •.■• V,o-> \. li': V : : .. .:•.,■,[;.•[ "iv..-. \',. • 

pri^e /^/r/jr pe((.s . pf film* mi. l.ca*;. liheni 
Uo: the /psj^tPf. in lh^ h9Hfe |of fhe 1^4 ^.--r 
$.mfei!t\fijh€pkfr4, «#d tb§[/%p •jMj'^e^tfA. 
l»^^</»4— rffe w»? Q|>|>rel]|4ia?4 he wapj^, 
ilided, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
broygjh.t as a I^inb to the flf^ughc^i apd 9S a 
iheep before her (h€^«f«ris <^<^i (or. he. aptoned 
hot his mouth. He was dken firom''prifoBi 
arid from' judgment : and wt^b flitll dedarii 
his generation^ ?— ^F'aKe wltnefles ^id ri(e up 
A,.' .J ...8 .V .",•■■:' 

•rpfiitxIiVt. *2;^ok.4ri.W. ' 

• Z«ch. xiii. 7. ;♦ • r .1: . :♦ Ifaiah Uii. Y, 8. 

c\ .,* againll 



»7^ -^^ ^f wr Saviour 

againft mc ; they laid to my charge things 
that I knew not ^. — ^As for me, I was like a 
deaf man, and heard not ; and as one that is 
dumb, and doth nqt open . his mouth **. — 
Many dogs are come at)out me, and the 
counfel of the wicked hath inclofed me*.-*-I 
gave r^ hack tp tifejmiers^zv^drny cheeks to 
them that pjucked pff the hair, l/hidfiot 
my face from fhame ;,and -^//^g f.r--^They 
(hsMfmiu the judge of Ifrael with a rod upon 
the cheeA^.— They gave me ga/I to eat ; and 
Whefi rWas* thirfty^ ^Aey gkvS m^^in^gnr to 
3Hhfe*.--^^ltey'/>^^^/my bandi4^dkc^'Jeet: 
"t^kef farhi" my gati^rHS'i^ tkcsm, and 
i9p-hts ^Wtny vefiure^:>-^Pitik^ one Jhall ,fay, 
What-are- 4iefe wounds in thf hands f Thetf 
he ifhak ^rtfwer, TJiofe withSVhlch I was 
wounded in the hoiife of my'frierifl^K — ^My 
<jk)d^ niy dod, look upon mi?/.wfey haft 
thoii forfaken nae? — ^AH they t&at-^go by 

*KaL XXXV. H/ ■ < PfaK'xkxviiil !?•■< • 

• P«*r; xiii. 46. tW PropTiCGy is defcrijjiive 6f \&t 

MeffiaJ^'^rb^ing put into: th^hari(|8 of^hfofher^. Th« 

word Ji^ w^s uniycrftlly applied by ther Jejvs tp, theie^^ 

then. Thus our Saviour top applies it.' See Matt. xy. 

26* * •-■-' '■■ ■ •'' -**' ■ • "' •• - ' ^ 

^Ifaiahl. 6. • Mic. v. I. 

^ Pfrl. Ixix* n.^ * PfaL.KH/ 18,'IS, 

.- / : : *£€ch,xiii.«/ x . _. * 



as drawn by the Pr&Jihets. 473. 

laugh me to fc9m : they (hoot out their 'lipa, 
and (hake their heads, faying, He trujiei in 
God to deliver him ; let him deliver him^ if he^ 
will have him ^— I will (hew wonders in the 
heavens, and in the earth, blood, and fire, 
and pillars of fmoke. Thc/un (hall be turned 
into darknefs^ and the moon into bloody l?efprj^ 
the great and terrible day of the Lord conie* 
And it (hall come to pafs, that whoever (hall 
call on the name of the Lord (hall be faved "*. 
— Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city, to jinifl^ the 
tranfgrejjion^ and to make an end of JinSy and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity^ and to bring 
in everlafting righteoufnefs^ and to feal up the 
vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the mo/i 
Holy. Know therefore >and underfbnd, that 
from the going forth of the commandment to 
reftore and to build Jerufalem, unto the Mef« 
fiah the Prince, (hall be feven weeks, and 
threefcore and two weeks : the ffcreets (hall be 
built again, and the wall, even in trdttblous 
times. And after threefcore and two weeks 
(hall MeJJiah be cut off^ but not for himfelf'', — 
Surely he hath borne our griefs ^ and carried 
our forrows : yet we did eftecm him ftricken, 

» Pfal. xxii. 1, 7, 8. » Joel ii. ^0, &c. 

^Ihui. ix. 24, &c. 
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im^tn^ GkKl, and ^ffiiaed. But he wa» 
wounded Jbr our franfgriffio^s^ he was hruifsd 
fir our tniqukies: the chaAilement of ouf 
peace was upon bim^ and wkk his ftripes «tf 
are bea}ed% All we Mke fheep have gone 
aftray ; we ha^e tymdd e¥er)r one to his own 
W^, aadf the Lwd hath laid on i&/m the ini^ 
jfui^ ofut alt. It pleafed the Lord to brui(e 
l»m, he hath put him to grief. Thou flu^ 
ftjalEe his y^i^/ ^;f offering for Jin. He hath 
poured out his foul unto death j and he war 
numbered^ with ff'^n/grejjhps^ aiyi he fliaii besv 
^tjihs of many^ and make intere^on for 
tran/^re^^^-r^Kr^ I wiM pour out upon the 
houfe qI^ David, and iipen the inihabitants of 
Jfierufalem, the Spirit of graqs, luid of f^^- 
plications : and? theyfhall look upon inm^ whofff^ 
tJiey have pierced^ and they (hail mourA for 
him, as onefnoumeth for an only fon*.-^A 
bone of him (haH not be broken \ — In that day 
there (haH be ^ fountain of ened to the hou& 
ef Darvid and to the Inhabitants of Jeruiiu 

^Ifai^h fiii* 4, ^c, Th«r« are fimilAr expreffiont i« 
^ 40tK PTato : My^s kainf t4jtkm/ucb b^U of ma, that / 
am n9t atU tp lookup; k a parage explained by 1 Pet. ii. 
^4. Who his own felf hare our Jins in his otrni body on the 
tree. Indeed the whole 40th Pfalm is applied by many 
learned expofitortto Clirift. 

' Zech. xii. 10» ♦ Ex, xii. 46. 

I km 



as drawn by the Prophets. %j^ , 

Icm ^xjin^ and for uncleannefs^ . — \{t made 
his ^rave with the wicked^ and with the rkh 
in his death \ — ^Why do the heathen fo furi- 
cufly rage together ? The kings of the earth 
•ftand up ; the rukrs take counfel again/i the 
Lordy and againft his anointed. He that 
dwelleth in heaven (hall laugh them to fcora. 
The Lord (hall have them in derifion*. — 
Thou (halt not leave my foul in hell ; neither 
fhdt thou fuffer thine holy One to (ee corrup^ 
tion ".-^After tvj^o days he will revive us ; on 
the third day he M^ill raife us up, and we (hall 
live in his fight ''. — I know that my U^- 
deemer Uveth, and that he (hall ftand at the 
latter day upon the earths. — I will ranfbm 
them from the power of the grave : I will re^ 
deem them from death : O death, I wili be 
thy plague : O grave, I will be thy deftruc- 
tion *. — ^The Lord faid unto my Lord, fit 
thou on my right hand, till I make thine ene- 

' Zech. xiii. U ^ I&iah liii. 9* 

« Pfil. ii. 1. &c. ' • Pial. xvi. XO* 

* Hof. vi. 2. In this paflage, and m oA^a^ the Pj59« 
phetf fpeak in the plural : but it was a common idea io 
confider Cbrift as riling, accompanied with all the faitbtuj. 
Thus St. Paul : 1/ we ielieve that Jefus died md rofe 
again ; even fo them which fleep in Jefus ^ Jball God hring 
with him* 

y Job xix.^5, * HoCi ;xiii. 1**^ 

T % mies 



S'jS ' Life of our Saviour 

mies thy footftooL The Lord (hall fend the 
rod of thy power out of Zion : be thou ruler 
even in the midft of thine enemies. In the 
day of thy power (hall the people offer thee 
free-will offerings with a holy worfliip. The 
Lord fware, and will not repent : Thou art a 
prieft for ever, after the order of Melchi- 
2edec •• 

I (hall conclude this whole colledlion of 
Prophecies, with an excellent pafTage from 
Bi(hop Hurd's Sermons on Prophecy. 

** The argument from Prophecy lies merely 
in the evidence produced, that certain paf- 
fagcs were delivered in the Old Teftament ; 
and have been fulfilled by certain correfpon* 
dent event? related in the New. The argu- 
ment d(Hh in no degree depend on faith ; but 
is calculated to produce it. It is equally 
ftrong, or equally weak, to a Chriftian, or a 

• Pfal. ex. 1, &c. The whole Pfalm from whence this 
paflage is taken, is commonly contrafted with the twenty- 
fecond, which contains a full Prophecy of the humiliation 
of Chrift ; as this does of his exalta/ion. They are both 
quoted in this light frequently by our Saviour, and his 
Apoftles, — ^The feventy-fecond and eighty-ninth Pfalnis 
feem to relate to the eftaUiJbment $/ the Meffiah's kingdom. 
They are full of expreflions, which cannot poffibly re- 
late to David ; ^or to any other fubjed. 

Jew, 



as drawn by the Prophets. fjj 

Jew, or an unbeliever — the fole point in 
queftion being this, whether fuch things, as 
were prophetically delivered, appear to have 
been fulfilled— a point, on which common 
fenfe, and common honefty will equally de- 
cide, on every fuppofition \" . 

^Sermon v. p. 154« 



T3 CLASS 



«7S fntr^kSofy GhapHrt^ 



CLASS ii. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

The moft carclefs reader of the Prophets 
cal parts of the Old and New Teftament can 
fcarcely fail to notice, that there arc fevcral 
ftrong intimations, and many dire<5l and clear 
predidtions concerning a Power, a Pcrfon, or 
a fucceflion of Perfons, that were to arife in 
the world, and either deceitfully arrogate to 
themfelvcs the place and office of Cbrift, or 
exercife a dired enmity and oppofiticm to 
Him and his Religion. — ^Such is the " An-. 
TicHRisT,*' or " the many Antichrists," 
fpoken of in the New Teftament'. The 

chara(5ters 

* It may perhaps be neceiTary to apprize the unlearned 
Reader, that the term Antichri/i f^Ayriyj^isos) is an epithet 
generally meaning any power or perfons a£ling in any re. 
fpe£l in oppofition to Cbrift or his do6lrines. Its particu^ 
2ir meaning is to be colle£led from thofe paiTages of 
r- I [\j -^ ■ ' Scripture, 
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cbaraAflts and prc^e^ties of theie Powers or 
Per foas^ the dignky which thcjr were to ^U 
Aime, the means by which they were to re* 
cdmmeud themfelves to the world, the arcs 
which they were to pra6itife, and die per&cu** 
tion they were to carry on, to opprefs the 
true Chriftian«, and obtain adherents to their 
errors, are all clearly reprefented itsi varioiA^ 
paflages of Scri|itiue^ 



' Prophecies refpeSting ANTlCHRlst. 

Jn order to throw as much light as pof*. 
(iUe upon this fubjed, 1 (hall colled the 
principal of thefe Prophecies into one point of 
view, before I venture to ofier My obferva* 
tions upon them, excepting only the Prophe*^ 
cies of Daniel. Thefe, as they will be ilated 
particularly in the courfe of this Chapter9 I 

Scripture, in which it occurs. ^* It fnay either fignify 
dne who aflumes the place and office of Chrifi, or one 
who ma^tains a dire6): enmity and oppofition to him/' 
Ste UurdVs InttDduQicm to the Study of the Propheciei^ 
vol, ii, p. 10, 

T 4 (hall 
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(hall omit here, to avoid a length dT repeti- 
tion; obferving only that Daniel exprefsly 
mentions a Power which was to arife from 
l^itlaft of the four great empires of the worlds 
but was to be divers from it. 

St. Paul, guided by the fame fpirit of Pro- 
phecy, dire6ls the attention of the early Chrif- 
tian converts to a fimilar fubjed):. 

Nou' we befeech you^ brethren^ by the coming 
of our Lord Jefus Chriji^ and by our gathering 
together unto him^ that ye be not foon Jhaken in 
mind^ or be troubled^ neither by fpirit^ nor* by 
word^ nor by letter^ as from us, as that the day 
ofChriJl is at hand. Let no man deceive you 
by any means : for that day Jhall not come,*ex^ 
cept there come a falling away Jirft^ and that 
man of Jin he revealed^ the fon of perdition : 
who oppofeth and exalt eth himfelf above all that 
is called God^ or that is wor/hipped; fo that he 
as God Jit t eth in the temple of God^ Jhewing 
himfelf that he is God. Remember ye not that 
when I was yet with you, I told you thefe 
things ? And now ye know what with holdeth, 
that he might be revealed in his time. For the 
myftery of iniquity doth already work : only he 
who now letteth, will let until he be taken out 
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9/ the way* And thenjhall that wicked be re^ 
vealed^ whwi the Lord Jhall confume with the 
fpirit of his mouthy and Jhall dejircy with the 
brightnefs of his coming : even bim^ whofe com^ 
ing is after the working of Satan ^ with oM 
pcwer^ andjigns^ and lying wonders^ and with 
all deceivahlenefs of unrighteoufnefs in them that 
ferijh^ becaufe they received not the love of the 
truths that they might be faved^. 

The Apoftk refumes the fame fubjeifl in 
his firft Epiftle to Timothy, and forewarns 
him of fome great Apoftafy, that was at 
fome future time to happen; and he charac- 
terizes this great event by fuch peculiar and 
ftriking circumilances, as may lead us^ who 
live in thefe later ages, at once todifcover the 
particular perfons to whom the defcription is 
applicable. 

Now the fpirit fpeaketh exprefsly^ that in the 
latter times fome Jhall depart from the faith ^ 
giving heed to feducing fpirit s^ and doStrines of 
devils ; fpeaking lies in hypocrify^ having their 
confcience feared with a hot iron ; forbidding to 
marry ^ and commanding to abfain from meatSj 
which Qod hath created to be received with 

»2Theff. ii. 1— la 

thank/giving 
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ibanJ^iving of them wh'cJb ifeliwe and Awts At 
truth ^ 

This hiow alfof that in the tofi ^jfs perilous 
times Jhall come ; for menjhall be l^%}irs of their 
msor^felves^ covetMs^ bosifters^ proud^ hlafpbemers^ 
difobedient to parents^ unthankful^ unholy^ with^ 
cut natural affedli^n^ iruce^breakers^ fa^e ac^ 
cufers^ incontinent^ fierce^ drfpifers ofthofitbai 
are goody traitors ^ heady ^ high-minded^ lovers of 
fderfures m^re than hvers ^ God; herding a 
form of godlinefs^ but denying the ptrmtr th&re^ 
of: from fkcb turn away. 

Ever learnings and never able to c0me to tbtt 
knowledge of the truth. Now m danms and 
Jwnbres mti^oed Mrfes^ fo do thefe alfo rtj^ 
the truth: men of Corrupt mindsj reprobatt 
concerning the faith. But they fhall proceed 
no further ; for their folly fhall be manifeji 
unto all fnenf as theirs 4lfo ^as. But twinten 
andfeducersjhall wax ntorfe and worfe^ deceive 
ing and bei^g deceived* 

JFor the time will come^ when tbty will not ^ 
endure f^und doSrine ; but after their own luft 
fhall they heap to thentfehes ttachm^ imdng 

f i Tim. iv, l. «, *, 

itching 
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itakmg eun ; <md they fiall turn away their 
ears from the truths and JhalJ be turned unto 
fables ^ 

A Power» fimilar to that defcribed by St. 
Paul, is likewife prediAcd by St, John. 

Little dnidren^ it is the laft time ; and as 
y§ have heard that Antichrtfi jkullcome^ evm 
mw are there many Antic hrifis ; whereby we 
know that it is the laji time. They went dut 
/rem usy but tUfey were not of m; for if they 
had been of us^ they would, no doubt ^ haue 
continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifefi that they were not all 
if us* Who is 4 lioTi but he that denieth that 
J^us is the Chrifi f He is Antic hri/i that 
denieth the Father and the Son^ 

And every f^rit that confejfeth not that 
Je/ks Chrifi is come in thefiejh^ is not of God* 
And this is that fjtirit of Antic hrifl^ whereof 
ye have heard that itfiiouldcom^j and even now 
already is it sn the world^. 

But of fuch a Power a more full defcrip-r 
tion is given in the Revelations, under the 

^ i Tim. iii. i^5. r, », d. 15. iv, d, *. 

fymboH 
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fymbols of a horrible animal, which lis repre^ 
Icnted rifing from a ftormy ocean, and be- 
coming the objedl of aftoniflimcnt to all whd 
beheld it ; — and of a creature which riiing 
affterwards out of the earth, became equally 
formidable* 

And I Jiood upon the fand oj the fea^ and 
faw a beafi rift up out of the fea^ having fe-^ 
ven heads and ten horns j and upon his horns ten 
crowns J and upon his heads the name ofMaf 
phemy. And the beafi which I faw was like 
unto a leopard^ and his feet were as the feet of 
a heary and his mouth as the mouth of a lion : 
and the dragon gave him his power ^ and his 
featy and great authority^ And I faw one of 
his heads as it were wounded to death ; emd 
his deadly wound was healed^ and all the world 
wondered after the beafi* And they worjhip^ 
ped the dragon^ which gave power unto the 
beafi : and they worjkipped the beafi ^ fay ing^ 
Who is like unto the beafi ? Who is able to 
make war with him f And there was given 
unto him a mouthy ^Jpeaking great things and 
hlafphemies ; and power was given unto him 
to continue forty and two months: And he 
opened his mouth in blafphemy againji Gddj to 
blafpheme his name^ and his, tabernacle^ and 
them that dwell in heaven^ And it Was given 

unto 
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unto him to make war with the faints^ and to 
overcome them: and power was given him 
over all kindreds^ and tongues^ and nations. 
And €dl that dwell upon the earth Jhall worjhip 
iifn^ whofe nanus are not written in the boot 
nflife of the Lamb Jluin from the foundation 
(rf the world If any man have an ear^ let 
him hear. He that leadeth into captivity, 
Jhall go into captivity : he that killeth with the 
fword, muft be killed with the J word. Here 
is the patience and the faith of the faints^ 

And I beheld another beaji coming up out of 
the earth J and he had two horns like a lamb, 
and hefpake as a dragon. And he exerctfeth 
uU the power ofthefirjl beajl before him, and 
caufeth the earth, and them that dwell therein^ 
to worjhip thefirjl beaft^ whofe deadly wound 
was healed. And he doeth great wonders, fo 
that he makethfire come down from heaven on 
the earthy in the fight of men. And deceive th 
tjkem that dwell on the earthy by the means /f 
thofe miracles which he had power to do in the 
fight of the beafi ; faying to them that dwell 
on the earthy That they Jhould make an image to 
the beafi which had the wound by afword^ and 
did live. And he had power to give life unto 
the image of the beafi ^ that the image of the 
heafi fiiould both fpeak^ and caufe that at 

many ' 
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many as would not worjhiji the image Bf tfk 
beafty jhould he killed. And he eaukih all, 
both fmall and great ^ rich and poor ^ free and 
hond^ to receive a mark in their right hand^ or 
in their Joreheadi : and that no man might buy 
orfettjfave he that had the mark\ or the name 
of the heajiy or the number of his name. "Rett 
is nvifdom. Let him that hath'underfandinjg 
count the number of the be aft for it is iht 
number of a man ; and his number is fix hun^ 
dred threefiore andfxK 

And St, John afterwards foretells its dewn- 

m. 

And after thefe thirds I faw another angel 
come dov\infrom heaven, having great power ; 
and the earth was lightened with bis glory. 
And he cried mightily with aftrongvoice^fty-^ 
fngj Babylon the great is fallen^ is fallen, and 
is become the habitation of devils ^ and the hold 
of e^ery joul ffiirit^ and a cage of every $tft^ 
clean and hateful bird. Por alt nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath ofherforni-^ 
cationy and the kings of the earth have commit^ 
ted fornication with her, and the merchants of 
the earth are waxed rich through the dbun^ 

' Rev, xiii. 1-^1«. 

. . dance 
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dance ef her delicacies. And I heard another 
voice from heaven^ fc^ing^ Come out of her ^ 
ny/ieofilej that ye he not [partakers ofherfns^ 
andthcU ye receive not of her plagues. For 
fser fns have reache,d unio keaven^ and God 
hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her 
even asjhe rewarded you^ and double unto her 
double^ according to her works: in the cup 
which Jhe hath filled^ fill to her double. Horn 
muchjhe hath glorified herfelfy and Hved deli^ 
eioujfyyfo much torment and for row give her : 
for file faith in her he/irt^ I fit a jueen, and am 
mo widow ^ and fhaH fee no forrow. Thete^ 
forejkall her plagues come in one day^ death; 
and mournings and famine ; andfhe fhaUbo 
utterly burned with fire : for firong is the 
Lord God who judgeth her «. 

Another great Power is likewiie preditflcd • 
the defcription of it is marked with many 
(Iriking fymbols and chara6lcriftics, and its 
progrefs and dcftru^live ravages are dearly 
pointed out. 

And the fifth angel founded^ and If aw a, 
fiar fall from heaven unto the earth : and to 
him was given the key of the bottomlefs pit. 

^Jlev. xviiu 1— *S. • ^ 

And 
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And he opened the bottomkfs pit^ and there 
arofe a/moke out of the pit as the f moke of a 
great furnace ; and the fun and the air were, 
darkened by reafon of the fmoke of the pit. 
And there came out of the fmoke locujls upon the 
earth ; and unto them was given power ^ as the 
fcqrpions of the earth have power. And it was 
commanded them that they fhould not hurt the 
grqfs of the earthy neither any green things nei^ 
ther any tree; but only thofe, men which have 
not thefeal of God in their foreheads. And to 
them it was given that they fhould not kill themr 
but that they fhould be tormented fve months; 
emd their torment was as thejorment ofaffor^^ 
pon when he Jiriketh a man. And in thtfe ' 
days fhall men feek deaths and fhall njot find ii ; 
and fhall defire to die^ and death fhall flje fr^m^ 
them. And the fhapes of the locufls iiere like 
unto borfes prepared unto battle; and on their 
beads were as it were crowns like gold^.and (heir 
faces were as the faces of men. And' they had 
bair as the hair of women ^ and their teeth were 
as the teeth of lions. And they hqd breafl^ 
plates as it were breafi -plates (f iron ; and the 
found of their wings was as the found ofeha^ 
riots of many horfes running to battle. And 
they had tails like unto fcorpions^ and there 
were flings in their tails : and their power was 
to hurt menfve months. And they had a king 

over 
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fwr thm^ which is the angel of the bottomlefs 
pit, wbofe name in the Hebrew tongue is Abad^ 
din, but in the Greek tongue he hath his name 
Apollyon. One woe is paji ; and behold, there 
come two woes more hereafter. And thefxth 
angel founded, and I heard a voice from the 
four horns of the golden attar which ii before 
God, faying to the fixth angel which had the 
trumpet, Loofe the four angels which are bound 
in the great river Euphrates. And the four 
angels were loofed^ which were prepared for an 
bour^ and a day, and a month, and a year, for 
tojlay the third part of men. And the number • 
of the army of the horfemen were two hundred 
thoufand tboufand< and I heard the number of 
them. And thus Ifaw the horfes in the vijion^ 
and them that fat on them, having breajl-plates 
(ff^^t ^^^ of jacinth, and brimjione : and the 
heads of the. horfes were as the heads of lions ; 
and out of their mouths iff ued fire, and f moke, 
and brtmfione. By thefe three was the third 
part of men killed, by the fire, and by thefmoke^ 
and by the brimjione, which ijfuedout of their 
mouths. ' For their power is in their mouth, and 
in their tails : for their tails were like untofer^ 
pents^ and had heads, and with them they do 
hurt. And the refi of the men which were not 
killed by thefe plagues, yet repented not of the 
works of their hands y that they fhould not wor-^ 
VOL. I. U Jhip 
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fi)ip devils y and idols ^ gild A^4 Jfiv^9 mi 
brafs^ {ind Jlone^ and ^f ^)$q4'^ Vfkifk witkfr 
jcanfe€^ ?ior hear^ nor i^l^. Neifh^r rfp^nted 
they of their murders ^ nor ^ (ksir f^rCirku 
nor of tloeir fornic(^uon^ nor ^ tkiir thefu^. 

St. I^etpr juid St. Ju4e exptr^fsiy %e^.k <»f % 
great apqftafy ffpnj the. Ch^ifti?? %ith, vylifio 
falfe teachers fli(?ul|d tc^pt C.hnfti&i^s io^^ 
grcateft diflblutenefs of coi^y^, and pQiiba 
.thqrpiip^s with Jq^ileiity.- ' - 

But there werefylfe presets ^0 mfi^f^ tbi 
people^ even as there fi>flll b^falfi Ua^cker^s amo^$ 
you^ who privily Jhall bring in J,anyf4ifie.hefXT 
fieSy even denying the l^^prd that bought tkm^ 
fnd bring upon th^ehes fwifi d^m^ionX 
And many Jhqll follow fb$ir pexnicims 'w^ys^ ^ 
r^afon tf ^sibo^ the,^(^ ^ iriitk fi^llM €5^ 
fpgken of 4nd' through csm.mfmf^fhM they 
wth feigned^wofds V{ak^ merchmii%e (f/ym^ 
'^hpfe Judgment n<y^ of a-- long time linger eiti 
twt^ and their damnatiojt JlumherAtb4»f. ^or 
if God^fpated nof ike Hng4^ fh^t fnn^tdj but 
safi them do^n /? hell^ [and d^lMerfdthem intp 
chains; af darknefj^ tQ be rej}rvj?4 ' Uitd^ .Ji^" 
mfnt i andfpf^rfd not the 4d w^kM, 'A^t f^wf 
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i^^h^ ibc eighth perfon, a preacher of righ-^ 
Ufvfvefii hinging in the fiood upon the world 
^ Jtffe ^gadly ; and turning the cities of So* 
4Qm md Gomorrah into ajhesy condemning 
them njfiith an overthrow^ making th^m an en^ 
f ample unt^ thofe that after Jliould live un* 
godly ; and delivered juji Lcfi^ vexed with th^ 
filthy conv(rfation of the wicked: {for that 
righteous man dwelling among them^ in feeing 
and hearings vexed his righteous foul from 
4^ tp day with their unlawful deeds J. The 
Jjord kpoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations^ and to referve the unjujl unto the 
day of judgment to be punijhed: hut chiefly 
them that walk after the flefli intJie luft ofun^ 
fleanpefs^ and defpife government. Prefump^^ 
iuouf are they^ fe^-^willed^ they are not afraid 
to fpeak evil of dignities : whereas angelsy 
which are greater in power and mighty bring 
ffot railing accufation againfl them' before the 
LQrd* But thefej as natural brute beaflt 
made to be taken and deflroyed^ fp^^^ ^vil of 
the things that they underfiand not^ and fliall 
Mterly periflt in their own corruption ; and 
Jb^ll receive th( reward of unrighteoufnefsj as 
they that count it pUafure to riot in the day^ 
time. . Spots they are and blemijkes^ J^^^^i^g 
themfelve4 with their own deceiving! while 
fi^yf^^ with you ; having eyes full ofaduU 
V 2 tery^ 
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tery^ and that cannot ceafe from Jin ; iteguiling 
unjiable fouls ; an heart they have exercijed 
with covetous pradiices ; curfed children: 
which have forfaken the right way^ and -are 
gone ajlray ^ following the way of Balaam the fori 
of Bofor^ who loved the wages of unrighteouf^ 
fiefs I but was rebuked for his iniquity. The 
dumb afs fpeaking with man^s voice ^ forbad the 
tnadnefs of the prophet. Thefe are wells with^ 
out water ^ clouds that are carried with ^ tem^ 
fejl I to whom the mijl of darknefs is refer^hd* 
for ever. For when they fpeak great fwelling 
"Words of vanity J they allure through the lujls 
of the jfti/h^ through much wantonnefs^ thofe 
that were clean efcaped from them who live In 
error. While they promife them liberty^ they 
themfehes are the feryants of corruption ; for 
of whom a man is overcorjie^ of the fame is he 
brought in bondage. For if after they haw 
efcaped the pollutions of the world, through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savicmr Jefus 
Chrijif they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worfe with them than 
the beginning. For it had been better for them 
not to have known the way of rightemfnefs, 
4han after they have known it, to. turru from 
the holy commandment delivered unto them. But 
it is happened unto them according to the true 

proverb^ 
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pm}ii(h^ The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again'; an4 the fow that was vsajhedy to her 
wallowing in the mire. Tbisfecond Epijile^ be^ 
Iwjed^ 1 ntm write unto you; in both which I 
ftir tfpyour pure minds by way of remembrance ; 
that ye mayM mindful of the words which were 
fpoken before by the holy Prophets^ and (f, the 
comflimdment of us the Apojlles of the Lord 
andc^aviour. Knowing this firjly that there 
Jhdll tome in the lajl days f coffers^ walking after 
tktir o^n lujis, and faying^ Where is tbeprmife 
(fhis cqmingf' for Jince the fathers fell ajleepy 
all things cofitinue as they were from the begin-*, 
ning of the creation. For this they willingly^ 
are ignorant of that by thewor^ <f Godjhfi, 
heavens were ofold^ and the earth Jlandingfiuf, 
ofthewatei:^ and in the water ; whereby the^ 
ij^oi^lji that then was^ being , overflowed with, 
ff^fer^ perijhed. ^ But the heavens and the^ 
efirth^ which are naw^ by the fame word are, 
kept in fore ^ referved unto f re againji the day^ 
of judgment and .perdition of ungodly men . But^ 
beloyed, be- not ignorant of this one things that 
one day is with the \Lord as a thoufand years ^ 
and a thoufand years as one day. The Lord is^ 
noi fack concerning his promife^ as fome men 
count Jlacknefs ; but is long fuffering to us^ 
war^dynot willing that any fiould perijh^ but^ 
th(it all JhouH come to repentajicc. But the 

u 3 day 
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day $'f th^ Lord will cdme ds a thief in tht 
nighty in the which the heavens Jhall fqfr dway 
with a great noife, and the elements Jhall melt 
^ith fervent heatf the earth a{fb dnd the hmtHs 
that are therein Jhall he burnt up. ' iS^ein^ 
then that all thefe things jhall be dlfoMd^ 
*(ji)hat manner of perfdns ought ye to he in all 
holy converfation dnd godlineff ; hiding for afid 
tct/iing untd the coming of the dcty of Codj 
wherein the heavens being ort fte paU be dif 
folved^ and the elements Jhattntek with fefH)0m 
heat. Neverthetefs ive, accynrding to his pro^ 
mife^ la&k for ne%v heavens^ and a ^ntt$> eartbi 
therein dwelleth fighteoufhefs. U^Utefofi^ 
hehved^ feeirig that ye look fot fkch things ^ 
be diligent, thai ye may be foUftd of him in 
peace ^ <ut>ithout fpof and blomeleji'i • And ac^ 
count that the long fuffering of out Lord /> 
falvation ; evm as aitr beloved brother* Pdiil 
i^fo, according to the wifdom pven witot hirn^ 
hath written unto you ; as alfo in all his Epijiks\ 
freaking in them ^of thefe thihgs ; m' whi4:h ati 
fome things hard to be undtrjiood, which they 
that are unlearned andm^ablewrefly as they dtt 
alfo the other Scriptures^ unto their <ns)n dejfrue^ 
tion. Ye therefore helmed^ fi^^^ J^ knW 
thefe things before^ beware lejk ye alfoy being 
fed av^ay with the error of the wicked, falf 
from your own ff^^f^^finefs. iB^ut grow in 

^race^ 
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grace ^ and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour- Jefus Chrifi.,^ To him be glory both 
now and ever* Amen \ 

^fir Jh^re, are certain men crept in una* 
Wares^ who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation \ tmgodly men^ turning the grace 
of our God into lafcivioufnefsy and defying the . 
only Lord God^ and our Lord Jefus Chrijl. 
Likewife alfo tkefe fUhy dreamers dejlle the 
jiejhi defpife dominion^ and fpeak evil of dig^ 
nities.* Thefe are murmurers^ complainers^ 
.w talking after their own lufis,\ and their 
n^uth fpeahth great fw filling words ; hav^ 
ifig metis fierjhns in admiration becofife of ad^ 
vantage. -. Butj beloved^ remember ye the 
words which were fpoken before of the Apof 
ties of our Lord Jefm. Chriji ; how that they 
tdd you there jhould^ be mockers in^ the lafi 
time,^ whojhould walk qfter their own ungodly 
iufts. Thefe be they mho feparate themfelves^ 
fenfualj having not the fpirit^. 

* 2 Pet. ii, iii. . ^ 

*Jude4, S, 16, 17, is', 19.' 
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Pn?/2/^// Application of the above Prophe^ 
ciis. 

From all thefc defcriptions taken together, 
it clearly appears that a Power, fometimes 
reprefented as the little horn ^ the man of Jin ^ 
tht Antichrifi, i\it bea/l, the harlot, tht Jlar 
fallen from heaven, the falfe Prophet, the 
^^^g^^f or as the operation oi falfe teacher/^' 
was to be expeded to arife in the Chriftian 
world, to perfecute, opprefs, and delude the 
Difciples of Chrift, corrupt the dodrines of 
the primitive church, introduce the grofleft 
immorality, enaft new laws, and eftablifh its 
dominion over the minds of mankind. 

Such are the names, the charafteriftics, and 
the qualities of this power of Antichrift, 
which I confider to be the power of the 
DRAGON himfelf — explained by the angel, to 
be that old ferpent which is the Devil or 
Satan "*— the old enemy of mankind, begin- 
ning and ending his rebellious war with 
deceit and //>/.— Caft from his throne of 
Pagan Rome when Chriftianity was efta- 
Wifhed in the feat of empire, and the trium-^ 

* Daniel vii, 8, ^ Rev. %x. 2, 

phant 
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phant church enjoyed a (hort repofe» ,he rc- 
tHmtAfecretly to the conteft, and difturbed its 
peace by herefies and confequent aninxofities, . 
corrupted it /through the medium«of profp&*. 
rity, and reduced it, excepting only a very 
fmall part, to a.ftate requiring corre<3:ion and 
punifhment, for having yielded to temptations 
which obedience to the laws of its -divine- 
Matter would have enabled it to refift. — 
Then was the Dragon again permitted to. 
exalt himfelf to the throne of this world — 
But in the fame manner as the captivity of 
the Jews was previoujly liipited to the term of 
70 years, to prove it the punifhment allotted 
by God, and not the eonqueft of the heathen 
over his peqple ; fo the reign of the. Dragon 
or Antichrift was previoujly limited ° to ia6o 
years, to prove that the fuflferings of the 
church are by the appointment of God, ^nd 
not the triumph of the Dragon over the church 
pf Chrift. — Babylon was deftroyed at the ex- 
piration of the 70 years ; and when the 
1260 years Ihall be expired, ** the Dragon — . 
(hall be bound and cafl into the bottomlefs 
pitV* 

" See Daniel vii, i?5« Rev. xi. S, Pyle on the Reve- 
lations, p» 80. 
^ Rev. XX. ^. 

If 
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If We i^ib^ ^he cow rfe of hirtor^ * <5<tt- 
Ufedtd with Chriftianity, we fkft Mtmtt <h* 
ejiiftdKie of ^is PoWet in A geneM feftfc ift' 
theag<f:'of fik. Johnj when the Gndftic aritf 
olfhef 'h<iiefles begaii to arife; fcnljt is ac- 
krtdwiiidgdd th^ itaaiiy of the^ft Prop^heeiw 
ailiide t<S the difterent Birefes thit-iave tr<M*- 
Hdd, ^(J «fo ti'ov**e the church, 'thefc ho>#* 
cWr ire cfif a flufirtraSting tta«ure-j fhey ril^, 
f^ead, decKrie, ihcreife S^n,- dr dk zivaff 
whtti "their' fdMjr becomes rfianifeft to all.** 
ftrit'Afere a{)p«ar to be fhree great/©/-*/ of 
AWiihrift, "vt'ftich 'i^r6 to coritiHiie ^e^aftly iA 
^rea/ fowety sWd iflufife rflu6h fH6fc' ateftniii^ 
Appearances «tf Cdrtuptibnj perfecflticte, arid 
h6ilifity ; irid k is to thcffe iti noW dir^d: ckrf 
^tenHdtt. 

ft wrH b6 th6 6bje€l df the thi^tf folldxtitfg 
€hap<*s td (K^W, froih tfie ijiplickfioA «f 
ftdphetf to Hirtdr^, artd to the rernarkable 
train of evehts^ Which are fionib ^ailin^ in t^ 
ivorld, ^w exa6tiy PotfeRY, MahoMetan- 
tSM, aftd iNFiDieLFTY correfpoiiK* wi^h fbi 
charadlers given in Scripture of the po^'bR 
of Antichrist, which was to prevail a cer- 
tain time for the efpecial trial and punifhment 
of the^ corrupted church of Chrift. 
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But c^tftf^<i^fkig; Iht ftMfmouis e^rt$>wbidi 
ate fidWfti^t ta ttfldeSfriinte- the ce^ieof Ttm^ 

timer fain Meaning, mi emfifdi&c»y aff^rtimA^ 
uetered fey Wfificev and echoed by fgftojafi(«v-^ 
J flidll fiirft Qideavour to proved w:* tiffily lh«t 
the P^j^heigi^ tfteriifelvcsr are ^legj-^ 4tte*lnl*. 
na^e, and harmonious, but that the diflFercnt 
ifiterpr^tafioi^bf the ledrrntd iilm« who l^ve 
Wrktm iipcmthis^ fubjedt,^ Will ht foufid c<M^ 
iiikHl Wifb' each* other upm tlsofe f^sciiw 
«rhi^ Wore Mrly Qp€» to th^ircobfervali{»^ 
i«^ tiiaf fh^ di^e^ifice in theif opmofis^ aYifiM 
ftorft die dij^irem views they to^k of th^TifM 
FoHjoeP. without having .fuffici4<itly c^yk$^ectfd 
thai tbk power was t!0^ aftp^r k$ TUiiml 
fe^ms ifi d^erent ages of tfhe worM.— *Tci 
thk ditid it will be QnmceCary to ^eifitilM thd 
^eiy fiuijierous circufitAances concemkig 
which they agree ; ^ thefe arc' indeed, irt 
g^ier*ly the nioft^ important poims of tlk>fa 
Prophecies which they- faw oo have been fulw 
filied— ^the points in which they differ ar^ 
chicfty^hofe which the eveftts of later nme^ 
»ppeat td-r<mder capable of t if/i?»rgr explafta* 

tion. 
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tion. And to thefe points will the following 
(hort account of the opinions of the principal 
Commentators be diitfined, with a view to re- 
move fomc of the difficulties, and reconcile 
fome of .the different interpretations to one 
pdiht of reference J and this, it is^ prefumedt 
will throw confiderablc light Mpof^ thofe 
parts of the. prc^hetical writing? .which have 
been moft violently. attacked, a^, therefore 
wH awtteriaJly fervethe grief* caUfe, which 
it is the objed of. this work to fupport. 

-It is importmit to^obferve, that if thf? Pro? 
{rhecies of the Old Teibiment are allQwed l(> 
admit of a primary ^nd of a fecpadary ic- 
coi»pliihment, there appears to b? np ileafon 
why a iimilar mode of interpretation (hould 
not be adopted refjpc^ing the .Frophecioa: of 
the Wew Tcftam^nt. Yet. this point tes 
fcaroely ever been attended to.: — ProteftaatS, 
fuflfering under the power of the Papacy, . or 
infeqtfibly.Jed by their religious opinions, 
hayc feeny the wh<^e of Antichrift in the 
Church of Rome, or fome power or powers 
conrie(5led with it. — ^They favv :the . PrOfdiecy 
tdibe in maxijr parts ckaHy applicable to the 
Church of Rome, and they looked for no: 
other aqcomplifhment ; though the difficulty, 
with which many paffages are brought to ap^. 

ply 
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ply to this objea, indicates it to be but a pri- 
rttary or partial fulfilment ; and this difficulty 
led to differences of opinion, which, to the 
eye of fuperficial readers, appear to have 
thrown art obfcurity over the whole fubje€t. 
it is clear however from the Prophecies them- 
felves, that a long feries of time is require4 
for their fulfihnent; and though it is defigned 
that we fhould ktas much of the Prophecies 
fulfilling in our own time as to guard us 
againfl the evils and dangers prevalent ill 
thofe times, we fhould be cautious in reJtriSi^ 
inglkic fenfe^of any to one particular /^^'/•/W, 
excepting thofe which arc evidently thus 
confined by Scripture. If it be obvioufly ab« 
furd to imagine we can judge with certainty 
refpeft vg the time and manner in which 
events plainly predicted will be accomplifhed 
in future, it is equally fo to imagine that our 
ancefbrs could judge of the prefent times as 
clearly as we can do. Some portion of no* 
•vdty therefore in an interpretatipn can be no 
objection to its truth, provided it harmonizes 
with eAablifhed opinion concerning the prin-> 
..^pal points? of Prophecy it(elf. 

**.It is a part of thia Prophecy," (fays Sir, 
L Newton, in his Obfcrvations on the Apo- 

' ' calypfe, 
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criyjtfc, -vvhldb He e«»i6dwf ss /a cloftly coii-» 
iK^^i wi^ ^ Pro]^eciB$ <rf Daniel, m 
♦* ««kio^ tog^tiiff b«t 9ne cQinptefie Pro- 
phecy") ♦* that it iais«14 PQt be" (fully) 
" Modecftp^ feefore tfee Hift age of itiie worU ; 
and thercfeBe it q)9^!B$ fpr tiw cr?(4k of th? 
Pxofijbieoy, tbiit k ijS not yet undejrftood. But 
if the lift age — ^fhe age pf ^j^gning thf^ 
Hsm^-^ OPW ^pfiTWching, a$ by the -greitt 
Aiccefles of late interpreters it feems to he^ 
iire have nK>re encpuragemeat than ever to 
J<^ iftfp thefe things/*-^" Anaopgft the in-r 
terpfeter$ of the laft age there i$ fiiarce one of 
Bote, who bath not vm^^fme djfcfivery worth 
knowing ; and tjbence J fqem to gather .that 
iJod i? abwt opening thefe myftcries." 

. * I. 

Tbefe fcatter^ lights tbrown upon di&-* 
r^ent parts ^ tfee iiibjedt muft gr^Iy ^54 
other ComDcu^ntatprs m the pro^jrrfs pf tb«r 
/(?/fr r>efedrcbep ; wid we.,imy. furdy ii^dulgf 
ihe bopCt riiat th^imreiffi/ig ckam^siof tbi* 
Prophecy will ppeme with wat^^ng powcr# 
iis the jtiOTe of its fjn^lfilmcnt draw3 nodnecv 
*' And the reixuiant were aiFrjgte«d» and :gaw 
glory to God," previous to the feventh trum- 
pet, which is tp ** fihifh tbofe, nayftrtics of 

G^L'' - /•.;,* . :..:/. .: 

Wc 
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Wi may further obferve, that the diffiurenm 
of opinicm ^mong Comix^eDtators upon parii» 
cukr parts of a Prophecy, does npt invalidatie 
their teQimony as a propf of the truth ojf 
ihoie greai points, in wliieh they agree ; nor 
even the precifion of the Frc^faecy itfdf in stM 
its parts, though that precifion cannot bp feen 
by >us lill the .courfe of events prie&nts it-^ 
imt view.-r^For ^KampJe, all agree that the 
corryptfon and diftrefs pf the duarch in the 
later ag^s of the world, and the final triumph 
of our Lord over all his enemies, have been 
clearly foretold in the Old and in the New 
^eftament. But whether the reign of ^i^ti* 
chrifl be the eflablifhment of the Papa} power^ 
or of Mahometanifm, or of Infidelity and 
Atheifm, or of all united, may bp difpiited. 
fill evmts determine the queftion ; according as 
the diflTerent writers are infiuenced hy fitua^ 
(ion, courfeof ftudy, tprn of mind, and at;- 
toation to pa^ng circupniftapces, or titivi per^ 
hips, hy pc^itieal principles ; for in no times 
was caution in interpretation ever more necef** 
iaBy^than in thefe, when Varty Spirit iij reli- 
gion an4 in politic^ is fo ptev^lent as to mingle 
itfelf^lmoftimperce|xtibly •' with thethc^ights 
of almoft every man's heart." If, however, 
the prefent are times of greater general dif- 
^\J:.:4':H trefs 



304 IntroiuB^ry Chapter to 

trcfs and alarm than hiftory can famiih any 
dccount of— ^if the feries of Prophecies and 
their correfponding events that are pajl and 
generally acknowledged to be underjiood^ is 
brought down near enough to our own times 
to mztk wbereaSauts we are in xht feries of 
trumpets and vials — ^it will be furfely difficult 
to deny that " the Antichrift // come," and 
that ** the judgments of Gkxi are" no^ 
" abroad in the earth/* though the appropria^ 
tion of the title of Antichrill: to any particu- 
lar power, or united powers, be left unde- 
cided. ** If indeed it be true, as the Roman?- 
ifts pretend, that this part of the Prophecy 
is not yet fulfilled, and that Antichrijl will 
come only for a little time, before the general 
judgment "^^ it would be in vain to enquire 
who, or what he is; we ftiould fplit upon 
the fame rock as the Fathers have done ; it 
would better become us to fay with Calmet». 
that, ** as the reign of Antichrift is ftiU re^ 
motCt we cannot (hew the acopmplifhment of 
the Prophecies with regard to him :" but if 
the fyftem which I prefume to offer concemi^ 
ing the power of Antichrift be right, it will 
appear that thefe different opinions of the 

1* Newton, roL i, p. 4TC, 

Protcfiants 
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patible with each other* 



The Pap At Power, w^ Branch or Porfnof 
Antkbrijt^ 

With. refpc<ft;it0 ,thc ixiinmprJy ijeod^^ 
ct^tnion, that the: Church of RoiAe is Anti>i 
chrif):» theDivia^ of the Churdi of ^^m^^ 
as: well sis moft of the. Divines cif x!lM\^xf>* 
teftant churches abroad^ wh^bave writletl 
tipjm the fubje6t»<coocur inmakitainingi that 
certain of the£b Prophecies of D^oiel* of St* 
Paul, and St^Jbhn^ that have been. quoted^ 
poifit;dire6lly to the Chiirdh of Rome. • ^m^ 
the members of that Chuixrh cannot c(Hiiplaip» 
that the application of thefe Prophecies has 
been made by men incompetent to the.di£bui*«* 
<if>n.of fuch a fubjodt; for perhaps, in the 
whole compafs of the learned worlds \t would 
be difficult to find thofe who poiTefled inore 
candour, karnin|;, diligence, acutenefs, or> 

VOL. X. X ^eal 
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way. 

The fubjedfc has been examined .and illus- 
trated, and this ijQ(2ELQ((>pit S^ has bem de- 
termined by Mede and Newton, Warburton^ 
Daubuz and Clarke, Lownun and Kurd, Ju« 
i;ieu, Vitringa, aod many Qi\)px illuftrioui 
members of the Proteftahf Churches. 

The firfl: Reformers likewife, in the moft 
Jbofig and explicit temis, ehacgcd the Sm of 
Rome Willi her Antickriflian fpirit, w^ 
iirge^,. lA their own defence and viiidic9ti(m» 
die authovily of thbfe Prophetical wattsinga 
tlial encounigedl all tjaie CfariAiam ^^ to die^ 
^t QMt of hei communiiDO, th^t they mig^ 
»A be partakers of htt plaguea.*' This ^i^a 
Uie copfhuit exhoitafeioa of Wickliff» of LrU-c 
Aar^ and of ^welij and fiiok was the loiw 
gfnf^ c^ their fblbwecs. They wece fieoribfe 
*%i the mdiie of the aFguments drawisi fVom 
the& Fmpbotiat in £»yoiir ot their feceffion 
and firpaffuion 6roai a corrvpted and errooeous 
Cliufcb^ smd' they £uled not to oppofe i\»m 
to jliieir adiwafariea wick the grcat^aealaod 
0Rer||^. ; ; . , 

\ .That 



Thitt tfaejr GonKluiS was hifhty juftifial^ ^s 
clear frpn^ what we may coUedl fropi tl^ ts»^ 
authentic records of Ecclefiaftical Miftory^ 
becai^fe we find that the very fame intcrpjr^a- 
ticin W9S givai to thcfe predidions, not onhr 
long before any controverfy was moved be* 
tween the Papifts and the Proteftants, but bel 
for^ any fuch diftindions of Chriilians were 
known to the world. 

It was the reigning opinion of the Chri£l 
tians of the earlieft times^ that Antichrift 
would appear foon after the fall of the Roman 
Empire. They looked forward to this event 
as To replete with alarm and danger to the 
church, that it was a cuflom to introduce par- 
ticular prayers in their liturgy for the conti^ 
nuance of the Empire of Pagan Rome, that 
the coming of Antichrift might be delayccf. 
St. Jerom, who flouriflied in the fourth cen- 
tury, in his commentary upon the Prophecies 
of Daniel, delivers the general opinion of his 
age in thefe remarkable words; " Let us aC- 
fert, in conformity with the fentiments of all 
the Ecclefiaftical writers, that towards the eqd 
of the world, when the Roman Empire fhall 
be deftroyed, ten kings (hall come, and di- 
vide the Empire^ and an eleventh king (tsaSLl 
X a arxfe. 
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is^rtfe, in whoni Saten mall dwell corporeally*, 
wlioiKajll fubdiiethreebf thefe ten kings.** 

"'[ St. Cjrir, who likewife flour ilhed in the 
fburfh cehtury, aflerted exprefsly, ••'that the 
eleventh king mentiooed by Paniel; is Anti- 
chrift, *vho fliall violently feize, by magical 
arid wicked Contrivaiace, the Roman power. *V 

.In the fixth century, Gregory the Great, in 
the moft plain and dirc<a: manner, in his ad-* 
^drefles'totheniofternirient perfons 6f hisow^n 
^time, fcrupled not to apply the Prophecies 
concerning tl;ie beaft in the. Revelations,' the 
man of firi, and the apoftafy from the faith, 
"meiitioned by St. Paul,' to him who fhoukl 
prefiime to claim the title of Univerfal Priefi, 
or Uhiverlal 'Biflidp, in the Chriftian Church. 
*** 1 affirm confidently,** faid he, ♦• that who- 
ever calls liimfelf univerfal Bifliop; or is de- 
lirous to be fo called, fliows himfelf, by this 
pride and elation of heart, to be the forerunner 
*of Antichrift.*' Such was his language, in- 
tended tp convey a fevere cenfure upon the 
Patriarch of Conftantinople. Yet this zea- 
lous Bifliop of Rome was blind to his own 
.fituationj for no one before his time had ever 
carried the claims and the jirroganc'e of Papal 

fupremacy 
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fupremacy. to fucKa pitch, as, himfdf : and 
it is remarkq^ble, that, his immediate fucceflor| 
BonifacellL r^eived from the, tyrant V^or 
ca§, tl\e exa(^ title which Gregory had thus 
cenfuraj. ^ - - • I 
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At the Synod of R^heiinisy held, in the tcntlji 
century, Arnulphus, Bifiiop of Orleans, ap- 
pealed to ther whole. Council, whether, 4he 
Bifhop of Rome was Wt the AntichriAorthc 
Prophets^ *' iitting ia the temple of Odd,: 
and pertectly correlponding with, the 'marks 
which St. raiui h^d given pt him. , . ,, , -. 

Jn tjie ^^leyenth century all the diaraclers 
of .^ichrift feenjed to be fo united in the per- 
fpnpf Pope Hil4ebrandrf who took the nam^ 
of, ^ Gregory yil.^ th^t . Joanues Aventinus^ a 
Romifli H[iftorian, fpeaKs of it as a (ubje^ in 
which the generality of fair, candid, and in- 
genuous writers a^reeii, . that at that time be- 
gan the reign ofrAhtichrift,^ — St; Barnard^, ia 
the twelfth century," employed the force of 
his gi[eat eloquence againft the corruptions of 
the See of r Rome! ** The Popes," faid he, 
*^ call themfelves the minifters of Chrift, 
.,^pd they ferve Aut^|>rift, : The..beaft;.of $he 
iRevtlacipos, .tc?. whoift was given a nnouth 
fpeaitiftg^blafphames, and-fo war with the 
X *? ' ' faints. 
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feints, feizes the chair of St. Peter, JOike a 
lion ready for his prey.** Attd to clofe this 
dletail, the Albigcnfes and Waldehfes, who 
may be caHed the l^roteftahts of the tweljRli 
and thirteenth centuries, exprefsly aiSsrted in 
their declarations pf faith, that the Church of 
kome was the whore of Babylon. 

Thus have we a regular chain of teili-i. 
ipibiiy^ to prove the fucceffiv* progreff^ of 
this opmion within the period alluded to, 
viz. frorii the time of ihfc Ajpolttes to thfe Re- 
formation, in proj^rtidn &s the iuthdifity 6f 
the Popes prevailed and extinguiQied freedom 
oif chquiiy, tiiife expliHitidriS of thfe l^rophe* 
cics were checked, ekcejit in the cife bf foihe 
few perfohs, who had boldnefs ehoujgli t6 
afl^ them publicly, in defiance oif ittxe decrees 
of the Conclave, thai menaced them; with 
cxcdminUhicatibti. The application ihcrefbre 
of thefe Prophecies t6 1?a^al Rbifie, far Trbifi 
beiiig a novel opihioh^ published to vihdicatfe 
the c6hdu(3: pf the Refortncrs and their adhie- 
rents, was authorifed by an ancient and unin^ 
ierrupted Tradition in the Church, gf bunded 

^ A^l tHc parts of this diaifti -arc dcsfrly ttidmi ift tlte 
tdoltS^d and itigtotdus iMroAiaioA of Bifbbp Hilled (6 tie 
^dy of die Propheeie^ ; from kbenie I hi^ chifefiy fe- 
lefted the above deuiK 

upon 



upon Tropbecy^ and the words of the Apof- 
tles^ aiid was fully Juftifiedt(^ the iedartsuiws^ 
€ondu£i^ and itifiitumns ^ the Papifts tbern^ 
fehes^ when exercifing their oppreliive autho* 
irity 9yer the Chriftian World ^ 

'ktt€«ri(Aitto inquire whether the P^pifb behold ia 
thisprophetical pi6lure any llkenefs of themfelves. They 
imagine they view k in tmpenal Roliie dated by bef vtt^ 
cbries, le^uiting in her lenfuaMtj) Itfid 4ler if^\ pollWlA 
\if idtdstry t perfecutoig the peopleof Go4 nd fiatlly jg|A» 
i^ Kke the firft Babylon ; wbilft a*new abd holy city, rcr 
piefented by their own Communion, filled with the fpotleib 
votaries of the Chtfftikn faith, riflfll otlt of ICi ndnt, aui 
(he ^i6biy ef ilie croft ii <MBi|»btdl ovl^itht leUipte #][ 
B^vnfci. Tlii» fcbeme it adopted by Aoffuqt, Qradilb 
i^id Hammond. Tbefe eminent men have indeed difco.* 
verad a faint andimperFe£l refemb^ance; but have they 
^mted out the ^rticular ntct and diftikit tracei oJFlike. 
ptd ? Eager td eftaUMh 4buir IbhedM, they tttH into It 
ittanifeft abfordity^, by violating thj^order-df^mc; di^t^ 
fading the opinions of the pricutive Chriftiant, and tiirn- 
ii>g away their eyes from the (^ropriate defcriptiont of the 
Prophets, 
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75&if' MXHOMiBTAii Power, l^w/^^r Bhriih'er 
' * ^ .. i* * ^/%r>» of Anticbri/l. . • * 

All Commenta^rs agree that the hiatb 
chapter of Revelations refers to Mahometan-^ 
ifm," attd'.tfee^ Saracenic and Turkilb *|>oWiii^, 
It .;i^ therefore cleajr, that fhe prefent genera;^ 
tk«lis flill living .Wider ; thp influence o/ tHej 
Ib^h'tPUmpeti^Vhei* the j/lwrr angek\}hM i%^ 
l^y fpur T*urkitR,''Sultanies] were loofedy ijohieh 
jmfe boun^/injlie \grMt ,r\^eir ^1£m 
(The time for. iheir caoqijeft twm exftf^ly/ U-: 
4<lkedi 'and^4ii^<Hy afcertains that^ thb: tincttj 
was 'not ^'xcefeii^a; but '/7(?/^/>ii is'faidin this 
^iii^pXer. q( ' v^^,J{t^ratiQn., of their , qommion. 
iH^fVeviQr, .finceriSJiS dccWed,: that /'-in^ the 
4ays iA the vdice^^of ^ the ' feventh : angel, the 
fnyftery of ppd^^ be^ fJMfli^a *,**it is r^r?^y5i< 
that this doniinion' nluft be deftroycd toward^ 
the end of the fixth trumpet, qr ** when the 
feventh (hall begin to found/* 

Thus far is clec^r.—^wX whether the Ma- 
hometan Fower may be confidered as pro-r 
perly the Antichrift, foretold in the prophecy 
pf Daniel, has been dpubted by many writers^^ 

• Rev. ix. 14. « Rev. x. 7. 

-. . who 
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who refer X\m Efophecy fqlely to the Papal 
Ppwer of J^ooK. , This .point will be cxst- 
foined prcfcntly.— The following obferva- 
|iops I wqulji be und^rflood to^ offer as <•<»»- 
^Bureonly^f .but I dy^npt oOfereven a con^ 
j|e<aure relatiweg to Prophe^ic^'wljiich are not 
X^t; fulfilled, witljout. fluting ^e.grounds up^ 
9n whi^h, it. i^ founded.— It. is very generally 
al^w^ fh*|; .the. fix,yia|s are poured out dur- 
ing. tJ?e /ixt^^ t|funpipct> apd that the Cevmfk 
?W?PPet an4,%.pnth vial ,are'contemporaiy.-T 
Jhe iixth.yial. is poured out upon the great 
river Euphrates ,. " ^^d. the water thereof i$ 
Anpd, up»,,that th^ way ojf, the kings of the 
M; : nMfy->? prep^eci^". ' Confidering the 
^^li^^ifl^fpojf^er as origin^rtin^' jp the Eupju**. 
??ft (»f I o^?J,-^9 (pesOt). .,an^ that thi« rive? 
f^m .tbroug|),.tl^e Afiatic pvt of their, em- 
J^kJ %R9iie: the feat of the.Afiatic Anti- 
■P^.?ift— "tfcie.jrurkiih Empire,— will 'eithe? 
fufFer very confiderable diminution, or be en- 
tirely removed, under the. fi^th vial.— This 
^foion doe? not imply the dejiruaion of Ma- 
liometanifm; any more than the fifth vial im,' 
plies the 0ruilion of Popery—but I think 
MQtk theiftband fixth vials will producethe 
decay sead downfal of the fvmer of both 
though both will continue to ^^r^ ♦« till thd 
;ii9c of the end." It fliall be 6bfcrved, that 

^'nhc 
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f* the way for the kitags of tlic Eaft'"^ H 
•* only prepared** by this vial; they db tK*. 
even apjpear, nor is there jsEfiy thing thofe faiS 
of them under that title — ^Thc fexpltoatioh 
and the confumtfiation of the *• hiyfttiy*' is 
reftrved for 'thfe feventh trumptt-^nothittg 
eveh Jbems to condtidc tiH theft, ttie ftvdl 
viils are poured mtt in fuccejion; \t\it it dods 
not foMow that one ends when another iftgrnt"^ 
dn tlie contrary, I think it hi^iyprobeAh 
that tfhe firft will cmtinue to the feventh. 
We find that the Jirft of the fev^ Vials WaS 
poured out upon the men *• which had th* 
hterk of the beaft, and ilpbn theih (dfo) 
which worfliipped his image \^— sift flictt, 
rfter! confideting the c^ttittts di the 'wdi^ 
and comparing them with Wftdiy atid ditt 
prefent ftate of the World, I think ft -appteri* 
that the fevthth vial will find all the Ax f<Mr* 
filer Vials, ptaguing the eafth-^^he 'fifft hav«- 

. * Various Kav^ be^n tlie conjefirurei ebtelAFtif ng ^fe 
V.Kings of ifae Eaft :" fame believe them to betfae £flA» 
ern nations-*-foine the ten tribes of Ifrael concealed in Tar* 
tary, or India— »fome the Jews, or the twelve tribes coU 
teftivfely froih the Wholfe World — foine, 'die i:eflroratiba 4f 
test Chtiftian religion in its Uniieat ch4rdhel^-^It k tfyL 
peirb^s i^o<&ble to recdacile mbft of <dM9re bpinioBf 'w2b 
each other* 
^ Rev. xvi/«* 



hm. Acc6rdiAg; to ^i6 modfe ^ ifatorf»^ft«. 
Uoh, AntichHft Hi all ih &nM^ff«i>eciad-, 
Rit>d, Mahofndtiin, aiid Itifi^<<^Wili l»t£ tipw 
to ihefbge in the Jajt fcette ^%Kift gi^t 
diiana, aiftd win i/7 hav^ their flbc« ift Ihfe 
%n^ di^ftr(^>he. 



Antral View cf the Fn^beeki tf %>aHid, 

Before I proceed to ftate the grounds upoft 
which I have ventured to found the opinion, 
-f^iiA ItiddeKty k the ihkd hvatKh or fotiti of 
the ft^dsA AHtkhfifl, I muft requeft the 
^iader fo^ake a geiterftl view of the Prophe- 
-ties bi 'Dariid-, which' wiH itide^ lay befo^ 
him a awnplete view of the whole fubjedt, 
and afford additional evidence to the harmony 
of the prophetic fcheme.. 

iTie diftidence natural to a mind ftrongf^ 
kn^preiTed with the importance and facred na- 
ture of the fubjed it is about to difcufs, ren<^ 
'det^ tne anxious to conduct the Reader by a 

regular 
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regular train of :ef|9l)Ii9?^\interpf€titk»i^ arid 
accQmpliihfticnt, tq th^ gf^t pf?ifits which 
form a material pzxt\oi\^vc\f tjygotj^^fi^ ; and 
I truft it wiUibe 4tpWl?i^.<h?^r^he;fi^^^ 
(hort accoonj: 'ofi^^l^^ .Prop|iefiies,.aj^^cprnitig 
thp four great einp«e$, pla^ej, ^Jiff^rm 
origin of the powers which I appr^gfl^ *?ftS 
diJiinSl from each other, in a confpicuous 
light. Upon a matter of fuch high import^ 
ance the ferious inqm^er- after truth will value 
caution more than brevity. 

*• Theogoidenlhettd of the image \" wiiick 
Nebuchadnezzar faw w. bis df^^am, indifpu-- 
tably iignifies the Babylonian or Ailyrian £m«- 

|iire# ;'.'.' ■ ■ 1. . . ]\ c: ■ .... ,... I *;'r' ;' 
J . ■ • 1 . ! !■ :■• .i'w ^ ,/a If. 

.fuppofed to fignify thp fw^: fcingdpois of thp 
Medcs add Pcrfia«s, ^yhich vfeSledClafid i de^ 

y Daniel ii. 51, &c. It appears from antient coins and 
medals, that' cities and people were often reprefehted by 
figures of men and womer>. A great terrible hiiman figure 
was therefore an emblem of human power and dominion ; 
and the i^asious metals of ^which Nebuchadjsezzar's iijaage 
was (jomporedj ma)/ be fuppbfed to typify the relative ini- 
'portance of the various kingdoms which (ho'ufd arife in the 
^orld- Newton, Diff* 15. ! . , ' /• ^ - 

' : ..';•. ' llrpyed 



ftrcrjred the B^TiylbhiariV' rod formed ^t^^ Per-* 
fiarf ETii{)ire. • ' * • - 

•" The belly and'thi^jhs of briaft**-*-thc Gre- 
cian Empire.— -The Greeks were £amous for 
their brazen armour.— The belly is fuppofed 
to diftinguilh the Macedonian Enhpire under 
Alexander ; and the thighs, the Syrikn king* 
dom under thtf S^leucidae, and the Eg)rptian 
kingdom utider the Lagida&, or Ptolemies; 
which vicxt two of the fburhorhs which we 
(hall find came up in the place of the great 
horn of thfe he- goat ; that is, two of the divi- 
liofis of Alexandfer's dominions after his death 
i^thfe other two, Macedonia and Bithynia; 
were foon fubdued by thefe, and became 
parts of theirJcingdoms, 

*^^ The legs of iron, anJ the feet of iron 
mixed with clay**— ^the Roman Empire in alt 
its ftates.— -The two legs of iron are fuppofed 
by fome to mean the two Roman Confuls \ 
and it is certain that the iimilitude of the 
Confular government was continued after the 
government became Imperial ; for the Em-i 
perors had almoft conftantly AffociateTva the 
Empire, befides continuing the form* of the 
Confular magiftracy,-— It is in harmony with 
'. ^^ the 
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^ Pfi^pl^ct*?, «s;ippfei^tk»j ttx (iipgofe the \m^ 
kgs to denote alfo the ftrength Vf4th >^h^j|i| 
this Empire fupported thevaft weight, which 
it f^tjyid.% cflPtwft 9W^ ?llWP foinwr 

M 5^(5 f(^ # i|t» ncwitfdl w«h d^," | %« 

if^ip^ j fer tt^^ EfiRpjre was ppi^Rly wpan 
p\p4Hijt^ fpe^^en44 wfeen it va? tlw^ ^id,e4r-r* 
** }t l)e?wie pajftly^^^«, 9F 4/^»A" 

•* 1^ %^, jobs'* w«f* tea kingjlqi?? w^i(?l| 
9f(g^ ^^frwiM^d?, gUvoiffih tlje Jjwpclsi of th« 
4<;^«i5>?^ ■I^^'l'^ E.mp^re-rTn^*' The jrqn w?s p^ 
9iil ytiik ipijy clay," to depots, sf&fqqEne thinly, 
a peculiar degree of de|^]|ei]nep^ dl^fing thi^ 
perkxls of its exiilence, or ** the mixture of 
^jt^ji^^af^^^ nat^qps; with ^hi^H'the I{x>man 
ippk WIS 4e|ik(i." Bat th^ letter fuppofi-r 
tiW W *oft I %\mK at ^ pn+abi?. Tlie 
Jew^ iotprg^ejt^ *^ ^d th^ M Wgk vfk\\ 
thiq %id flf TOW,- ' ^. aUu4i^g to t)ie ^xture 
pf J*'*''^ (i?l5apJh?«ic^y teamed i»<«^ with alj 
thl^ ^#^00$^ T(;hi<;h yet rem^n d^in^ from 
l^tviin''^" 4Qn^ (;)(^ve ot^ to at^ther,, even a§ 
1}^ i^ i«t wi?wl WJWI* cUy." 

2 . Sup- 



Supfofii3ig ^tjiet tQ \ft the SvidedrJ^pire^ 
dij? an toes muft bcbng to ioii pans of itf 
V9 are no/ therefore confined to the is:efierj% 
fliiipkt Cor the ten kingdoms. 

We muft,^ I tbinl?, conclude, that the de^* 
^riptioi^ of thi$ image contains the hiftoiy o^ 
x^ Eom^ Empire in all its ilatesj but no^ 
^gg is ikid to Nebuchadnezzar of dxxe/event^ 
tu^gd^m* InforQi^tion coi>ce):ning. .ti^is kingn 
dQBSJ, which was to be c^ a different kind,^ 
(^t is, parijly of a fpiritual nature— aiyl thq 
pQWQr of which was to be cxcxttdwubin the 
Empire, and wbi/e it fubfifted in its lujif^rmi^ 
of ten kingdoms — was referved to be given to 
the Prophet.— The fatei howewr of this 
Iburth Empire is imparted to the monarch ; a) 
th»t pf the three former Eippii'es had beepi.^-t, 
" A ftone cilt^Wt without hJ^nds, fmotg th(^ 
imgge upon his feet^ that were of j^rpA an4 
clijy, and brafce mem to pieces/* 

•* Then was the iron, the clay, the brafs, 
^ fUver, and the goW, brok^fi in pi^es to- 
gfjther, and became lik^the chaff of the i^fc^n 
D9er th^eflbing-flpor, and the wiijd xr^nied 
tlj^fn ^ay, that no place was found £p^ 
them; and theflone that fmotc the image be- 
camte a^gr^t i];y3!Hntain, and filled the whole 

earth.— 
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earth.— In the days of thefe- kitigs (that \ti 
of ^tifour great kingdoms, for 't?he thrcfe for-*- 
xcitx had not been dejiroyed; ihtxr fovereignty 
was gone, but '^ their lives were prolonged 
for a feafon and a time '") (hall the God of 
heaven fet up a kingdom, whieb fhall never 
be deftroyed ; and the kingdom (hall not be 
left to other people, but it (hall break in 
pieces and confume all thefe kingdoms, and 
it (hall (land for iever. Forafmuch as thou 
fa weft the (lone that was cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, and that it brake in 
pieces the iron, the brafs, the clay, the (ilvcr 
and the gold V* 

As the fourth or Roman Empire is deV 
fcribed in its feveral dates, io is the fifthr' 
kingdom, or the kingdom of the Mefliah, de* 
fcribed in its two dates. Mr. Mede diftin- 
gui(hes thefe by the name of r^num lapidis^ 
the kingdom of the done, and regnum moniis^ 
the kingdom of the mountain. 

This kingdom was fet up by the God of 
heaven, ** when Chrift came into the World" 
- — Ht was •* the (lone cut out of the moun- 
tain'* without human means, while the Ro- 

« See Sir I. Newton. ^ ' « bi(i. ii. 55 i Uc. 

man 
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man Empire was ftrong as iron ; but it did 
not finite the irriage till a later period, wb^ 
it had ^^feet of iron mixcxl with clay;'* and 
then the power of the feet was foon broken 
info t?n parts, or toes, in which ftate it yet 
exifts. The Empire was divided hdqrc the 
vtyii/e conqueft of Chrift over " the dragon," 
or the power of Pagan Rome ^ by the eftablil^-* 
ment of Chriftianity in the Empire. 

** The powers of darknefs were tb^n 
fliaken^'* but (as we (hall find when we coij- 
lider the litde horn^,in the vifion of Daniel) 
they are fuflfered tp remain in a "weakened 
ftate //// ** the Jlone (hall become the mouf$^ 
eain^ and fill the w,hole earth,*' when *• tlje 
kingdoms of the world . (hall become the 
kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chrift." 

The kingdom of the mountaia if thett to he 
c^nfider^d as yet entirely £\xt\XTt^ 
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Secnni ViJian.--^The Foult Beasts, and the 
• . LITTLE HokN vfAntichrtJi. 

' The foiir Empires which were exhibited to 
Nebuchadnezzar in the form of a great and 
terr3>lc image, were reprcfented to Daniel in 
^ (hape of great wild animals,— fuch em- 
blems and hieroglyphics being ufual among 
the eaftern nations ^. This viiion is much 
more particular in its defcriptions — mentions 
many circuriiftances relating to each king- 
dom, and points out an ejitraordinary power, 
not even named in the dream of the image^ 
which was to arifc Jum^g the /qfi ftate of the 
fourth or laft kingdom — was to continue 
'*• urttil a time, and times, and the dividing of 
time,** (thiait is, i a6o years according to the 
tommon interpretation) but riat beyond the 
'duralidri df^thefe kingdoms of ** iron mixed 
with miry clay^;*' bfecaufe the kitJgdomofthe 
mountain is to dejiroy every adverfe power, 
and is itfeif to reign over the whole earth : 
and we have feen that it was to ftrike the 
whole image down to the ground, when in 
this /a^ period of its power, and to eftablifti 
itfeif in its room, 

*. Daniel viu ^, &c. 

V ^ . . Th<? 
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Thefirftbeatt, or the Babyldniari or Affy- 
rian Empire, is feprefented •* like a lion with 
cagleV wings/' ** the wings whereof wertf - 
plucked^ at the time of the deliveify of this 
Pfophety in the reign of Bel(ha22ar^ for the 
Medes and Perfians were then encroaching 
upon it« , 

The fecond beaft^ or the Medo-Perfian 
Empire, is ** like to a bear, and it raifed it- 
felf up on one fide, and it bad three rib& (or 
tu&s) in the mouth of it, between the teeth 
of it; and they'faid unto it, Arife, devour 
muchflelh." 

It is well known that the Pd'fians foon 
*^ raifed themfelves up" above the Medes^, 
zr\A that they were remarkable for cruelty and; 
c^preilion. The three ribs (or tufks) in the 
teeth of this voracious animal, are fuppofed to' 
be the kingdoms of Babylon, Lydia, and' 
Egypt, which greatly ftrcngthened the Em- 
pire *^, but which were dreadfully opprefied by 
it. 

The third beaft, or the Grecian Empire, i$ 
^vlike a leopard,^ which had upon die back of 

^ « See Bp. Chandler and Sirl. Ncwlpn. 

Y 2 it 
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fc^f; ,)ip^^p,/' : 'Jhe l^ard. « a fpottcd aai-. . 
iT^ ^jin4 ^^{n^rkablq for ijts f vviftneC&t wd 9^ v 
thfii#>rc ^3. .fttiking embklrti of the diflfeiont t 
m^nnerf of th^ nations whom. Alexander com^ '^ 
manned, and of t^e rapidity, of his conquefts*,. 
Some think the four wings are defigncd. fcET i 
Aflyria, Media, Perfia, and Grecia— others, 
Peyfia, Greece, Egypt, and. India, as .well as 
to dgiote peculiar fwiftrjiiefft, /The four head& 
are, ey id^njly. the fpur kiog^flrhs, into which 
the fimpke uq»s divided 4f£er ,the .death of> 
« Alexaiwier^. h^caufe ,th^ fdur horn$ df the he*" 
goat are thus^ explained by the angeL ** And. 
dominion was given to it," ** flieweth,** as 
Jfroiper fa|tb,^** that it. was not owing to the 
fori jtud? of Alex^der, but proceeded from the 
if^lpf tl^,L(?c4"-^** ^nd indeed unlrtfs -he had 
been thus ajG^^fd, hj:>w CQuld he in fo fhart,a 
tjnie^|>*vc. bfotught ftU the countries, frona. 
Q^ffece as. fi$- as Ipdia,. into fubje<3:ioa** Y* 

, TjlKsiojiirtii ,b^ft. or the. Romaa JEmpire in 
all its ftates, ** is dreadful and terrible, and 
ftrong exceedingly, and it had great iron 
teiptV* ** ar\d. xm\%, of: krafs,^* ** it devoured 
apd,bjfa)ce. ip. pieces, mid. ihmjpcd the .refidue* 

. 4£i{^op Niewcon, vol^ i. t. 14. 

- • with 
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with the itet of ijt ; and it wa« div^u from i^l 
tke be;ifts that wejre before it, anfl it hud t^ 
hams/' This beaft was fo gre^ and. hoi^ 
xibjif , that DO name was fo^ndibr' )t-^it b^d 
no iimilitude to - 2X^ kmrUfn bcail. The Ro- 
man Empire was of a different nature and 
«aniUtuticMi of governnaent firofii ^1 xh^- for- 
^r kingdoms. 1; and jthe length of its durdr 
MQn^ and the variety .^Jorms if wa& toafiumg, 
woul4 icarc^y ac^it of its .be^ig called by 
M^ particulajr najne fufficio^fly 'd^fcriptive^-^ 
•* The teft' h9?^*' <#.>*his . bfaft . cpr;Fe^ps|ad 
iwith the ** tea toes*/ of^.thp imagej and the 
" pails pf hK,qfs'^\ (the met^ of. \^hich the 
Gipi^an Bmpire was formpd in th«^ image) 
.denote., the long .continuance of f^s^ne fprt n^f 
connexion bctwe<fn the Rm^ni^'^t^^ Grecian 
Empires ; : or 'rather/ I apprehendi^ that the 
Eoman Empire ^Quld in| partiex^iti itf^lf 
under the namfe ofja; Gneciarxfowerr/apKl.this 
was ki fad the cafe» when. th<$ Rcnnai^ Enppi«e 
was divided^ if BQt when CcMiftantinople:be- 
cs^nae trhe capitadi. ■: 

Thus far ,the Mcmarch's dream and th© 
Proghet's vifion exadly agrefer But another 
liibje^St is now introduced before the folcmn 
mention of the time when ** all thefe thrones 
were to be caft down," and ** dominion and 
Y 3 glory. 
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glory, and a kingdom that all people, nations^ 
and languages (hould fcrve hinn, were to bfc 
given t<> tlie Son of man, for an everlafting 
donliniori^j — a condufion as exad:ly iimiiai 
-to the condufion tof the dream* 

• While Daniel was contemplating "the ten 

horns, behold, there came up among theiti 

.another little horo, bcifore whom there were 

'^ three of the firft horns pluckfed up by the 

TDots : "arid behold, in this hom werd eyes 

like the eyes of a man, ahd a mouth fpeakirig 

great thirigS**^ ' Danid Was greatly ditturbecl 

by this vifioh, and anxibufly enquirmg into 

its nrieanih^,^ the angel anfwered, ** Tliefe 

great beads j which are four, are four kings 

(or kingdoms), which (hill arife out of the 

-earth** {oi" as it (hould be ttahflated //^ or upon 

the earth-^Daniel had feen thefe beafts fym- 

bolically arife from the fea ; the angd fpeaks 

of them now in plain language as empires) 

•«« but. the« faints of the Moft High (hall take 

the kingdom, and poffefs the kingdom for 

ever, even for ever and ever.**— ^till was he 

anxious for a more particular explanation of 

the fourth beaft, which was •* {o exceeding 

dreadful,-* •♦ and of the ten horns that were 

« Daniel vK. 14. 

\. in 
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in his head, and of the other wbfch came- up^ * 
and -before whom three fell, even of that horn 
that had eyes, and a mouth that fpake vtrjr 
great things, whofe look was more ftout thanr^ 
his feilows ^'^-^^^ I bAeld;" hys the Ph>^ 
^het, whofe attention fecms to havet>cen fixed ^ 
upon this obje<fl of the vifion, *• and the fame 
horn made* war with the faints, and prevailed 
tfgaitift them ; untrl the Antient of days caihe^ 
and judgment was givcrr to the feints of the* 
Mbft High^ and the time* came that the' 
fitirits poflfeflfed the kingdom;'*— And the an-' 
gel ' thus anfwers his repeated enquiries 1 
** l^he fourth beaft (half be thfe fourth king- 
dom upon earth, which (hall be dherT (ram 
ali kingdoms, arid (hall devour the whole 
earth, and (hall tread it down and break it to 
pieces • — And the ten korns out of this king- 
dom are ten kings (or kingdoms) that (hall 
arife ; and another (hall arife after them^ and 
(hall be droen from the firft, and hp (hall fub- 
due three kings. And he (hall fpeak great 
words againft the Moft High, and (hall wear 
out the faints of the Moll High, and think 
to change times and laws r and they (hall be 
given into his hand, until z, time, and times, 
and th^ dividing of time. But the judg- 

^Dafiicl vii, «0, &c, 

^ Y 4 ment 
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mcQt^aU,^;^ they/fliall toke a^y l^i? 
(^mip^of), to ^nfurne ^d 19 de^oy. k p|^ 

^^M^;gfiNlt?^<^ 9^, t^e ;kii\gdom> wrji^r: t^o 
^M^if^XP;?/ fh^l^gil^n tothep^p^e of 
tl^? %ifl^s^9( tb« Mftfl; Uigh,: whpfe Hing49I?^ 
is aji ey^l^ng 4iffgflpff^,an^ domiijion^ 
ihall fejfve ^nd obey; hiip, JH^tbem ist tbe^^^ 
of th? r^fffr^-^Th^ ^g^l'^ ipte¥P5?ta^onr.of 
tjiiis y^fv?B ;pl§jnly c^dfids to thg aid of t^i^, 
world **:•; 3p^% ^R9QV^V 9^ ^ibf J^ttle hom I 
Qpnfi4?r ^hen as ^^^^jdtM^' ^^ ^^!^ w^9k^ 
tpry of^fit/cJ^i^^'-^Kc^^^ idea, in vie^^ 

ktusp^ocged ^q th^ ncjjj^^vifipn, Aybijch^ffliji 
(;bp fecond and[ th^r^i^figdpxfis,, i. §. tjljS 
?qrfi^ ari4 ^hs Qrej^gp, :^nd a ** little hoTR 
^h^cH ca(9i(? fqrtb opt of^ qpe of; tljie fou^Fj 
boms V ofj tfe^ ^Ijj[f -goat/*' pr ** the King of 



,^ It m^^bfobfsryefl, tljat the, account of the littl^ horn 
precifely refer^bles an egifode in an epic poem— the hif- 
tory of "the four kingdoms was given without it iii the 
image; butiib^r^ itisidefcribed^as rifing out of tbeJtj/?, and 
contributing tp'th^ c^afifof^e. 

» The fource of tfiis figur^^ o^ Ag^p for kin^dqW;. «!? 
Spanheini obfervep, mull be 4enved froni.the Oriental 
languages, in which the fame word fignifies a hbrn^ and a 
crown^ and powe^^ Jlrength^ and JpUndaur^. A horn was 
an Emblem of royalty among 'fibe Phoenicians, and the 

Chaldee 
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Grecia/' to fon^x^a #>!^ piiJlure of a parti*- 
caulji^^fain of ^vepts, whi?b. we. are thu3 o^tii- 
rally ^ tp fpppofe will take place ^n the eq^^ 
; ^/i paaft of the worl4. 



rrrr 



Thitii Viftpn—The Ram ani the He-Goat, 
min^^g' ** ^/^ L1TT1.E J^PRN;" g/T/^^ JE^. 

' * fei • thefiDrmer vifibn, 'Nyhich was a general 
hiftory of the four kingdoms, Perfia was dc- 
bribed ^^s a bear, to mark its chafadler i<x 
crueky and opprefliori. In a&/>, whith (hews 
only the )-ife, progrefs^ and' defcline of tw& of 
«he^ kingdoms, apparently with a view to the 
principal i\j\>]t^ oi it^the- little homj vi^hich 
was to arife after them — Pcrfia is defignated 
by its common fymbol, a ram ^. 

••Be- 



Chaldee I^araghraft* explain the Hebrew word, hrm^ m 

Nevr^Qii, c.,x,y. 

^ It \v^? uAialf iop theLfcingft of Perfi^r tQ w/sar^a^ raio^s 
h^aA m^dft of gold, and adorned with precious Hojiqsj in- 
flead of a diademj fQr,fQ Ammiah>i9 Marfcejlinusdefcribfi* 
them. Bilfaop Chandler and othqrfi;fa)thfirtOltifiry<» that 

rams 
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'** Behold there flood before the river, a 
ram which had two horns, [Media andPerfiaJ 
and the two horns were high/ biit one war 
higher than the other, and the higher [Perfia}- 
came up laft ^ I faw the ram pufliing weft-, 
ward, and northward, and fouthward,, [it 
had poffeffion of the Eaft] fo that no beaft 
might fland before him, neither was there 
any that could deliver out of his hand ; but 
he did according to his will, and became 
great, [as in the time of Xerxes and Darius;} 
And as I was coniidering, behold, an he-goat 
came from the weft [the king, or rather kiog- 
dom of Grecia] on the face of th«5 whole 
earth, and touched not the ground j [he came 
with fuch bounding rapidity^, that he Teemed 
not to touch the ground] and the goat had a 
notable, horn between his eyes, [Alexander 
King. of Macedon, who had firft fubducd 
Greece.] And he came to the ram that had 

rams heads with horns, one higher and the other lower, 
arc ftill to be feen on the pillais at Perfepohs. Newton. 

The goat is made tlie type of the Grecian or Macedo- 
nian. Empire, becaufc the Mace<ioniafls were denominated 
jEgeada.orth^ goat '4 people, J?0^ years before the time of 
Daniel. — It is alfo remarkable, that Alexander's fon by 
Roxai%a was' named Alexander yEgoSy of the fon of the 
goat : '^x\A fome of Alexander's fucceflbrs are reprefentcd 
i» tlieir coins with guit's hotns. Newton, • 

^ Daniel vi". 3, &c. 

two 
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two horns — ^and fan unto h?iti in the f urjr of 
his power. And I law him come clofe unto 
the ram, and he was moved with choler 
againft him, and fmote the ram, and brake 
his two hortis, and there was no power in the 
ram to ftand before him, but he cafthim down 
to the ground, and ftamped upon him : and 
there was none that could deliver the ram put 
of his hand. Therefore the he-goat waxed 
Very great : and when he was ftrortg, the 
great horn was broken; f Alexander died at 
the height of coriqucft, and in the prime of 
life] and for it (or, inftcad of it) came up 
•four notable ones tow^ard the four winds of 
heaven, f Alexander's four Captains, Who 
divided: his kingdom ; Caflander held Mace- 
dori, and Greece, and the wejiern parts — Ly- 
fimachus had Thrace and Bithynia, and the 
northern regions--^PtoIemy poffefled Egypt 
and thtfauthern countries — Seleucus obtained 
Syria and the eajiern provinces.] And out of 
One of them came forth a little horn, which 
waxed exceeding great, toward the fouth, 
and toward the eaft, and toward the pleafant 
land. And it waxed great, even to the hoft 
of heaven; and it caft down fome of the 
hoft, and of the ftars to the ground, and 
-ftamped upon them. Yea, he 'magnified 

• him- 
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hiq^ifelft even tQ the princ^ of the hoft, ^pi hj 
^him the daily facrifice w^s, taken away» and 
.the place of his fan^uary was caft down. And 
,jipi hoft was^iven him againft^the daily facri- 
fice by reafon of tranfgreflioa, and it qajft dowp 
the truth to the ground ; ^d it pj;a<9dfcd> (cr 
y^toijght} and pxofpered;'* 

T<it this defcription I fuhjoin the e^^plana- 
tion given by the angel previous to any obfer- 
vations upon it — ** And in the latter tip?ie of 
th?ir kingdoms, [that is, of the four king- 
doms which fucceeded Alexander's kingdom] 
when the tranfgreflbrs. are come tothejull^ a 
IjiiDig of fierce countenance^ ajid cKifl^rftanding 
d^rk feaoiteacea, (hall ftand up. And bus power 
(hall he mighty, biit,not by his,owa powei: 
.and Ke (haU deftrpy wonderfully, arid £haJI 
ptol'^er, and praiilife, and flull deftroy the 
migbliy^ aj;id the holy people. And throagh 
. his pojicy al^ he (hall caufe (;x^{t to. profpfsr 
in his hapdi, and he ftiall magnify himf^lf in 
his k^^xt^ and by peace Ihall deftjroy many : 
.he. (httU alfo.. ftand up againft the Prince of 
'princcs, but he (hall be broken, without hand* 
And^ thje, vifion, of tlic evening and the mori;^ 
iijpg ^^^ Hebraifm iignifying a dayj is true-: 
twitc^refore (hut thou up the virion,, foo: it (hall 
, h^-.for many days^*' 

**This 



Part the Sicndd^ 353 

^^ This Hhle horn, is, hj the generality of 
interpreters both Jewifli and Ghriftian, antient 
and modern, fuppofcd to .mean AntiochliS' 
E^iphanes, king of Syria; who was a great 
enemy and crud perfecutor of the Jews i but 
then ill dlow that Antiochus Epiphanes was a 
typeof Antichrift"." Bifhop Newton how- 
ever, adopting the opinion of Sir Ifaac New-^ 
ton, leaves Antiochus wholly out of the quef- 
tion, and applies it to the Roman power, 
which firft fubdued Macedon and Greece, 
the capital kingdom of the goat; by which, he 
fays, the Romans became a horn of the goat. 
But notwithftanding his v«ry ingenious Dif- 
fertatioh" upon this fubjeft^ I cannot but 
think there remain as great reafons for apply-^ . 
ing thds Prophecy in the firft inftince to An-J - 
tiochus Epiphahes, and in the kft to Anti- - 
chrift, without contradicting the accuracy of 
its application, ivi many points^ to the Romans; 
The plan of this Work obliges me to refer the 
Reader to BiQiop Newton's Diflertation for a 
clear difpky of the fulfilment of this Pro- 
phecy, both by Antiochus and- by the Ro- 
mans ; for fit appears to me that he efidblijhet 
the antient opinion even while combating \!ti 

"I Bifli0p Newton, c^U* 

• Bifliop Newton,' vol. ii, DilT. 15- See alfefiijf Ifaac 
NeWtoni, . .- 

from 
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from hrs earneft wifli to appropriate t^ke Pro- 
phecy wholly to the Romans 5 d wilh, ^yhicK 
too often rifes unperceivcd even in the bcft 
minds, who, when they form a fyftem, defirc 
to fubvert every other. — I muft content my- . 
felf with a few obfervations, coniie(^ed with . 
the endeavour to harmonize thefe fyftems^ 
and to point out the connexion of the Prophe- 
cies- 

In the main points of oppofition to Chrift, 
and of perfecution of his fervants, all the 
branches of Antichrift muft neceffarily agree ; 
but the marks which diftinguifh thefe confe- 
derate powers, from each other, appear to me 
very ftrongly difcriminated in thefe different 
Tifions. — All foretel the power of Antichrift, 
and contain all u (ions perhaps to all the diffe* 
rent forms of that power; but each yifion 
feems to defcribe one of thefe forms with 
peculiar diJiinBnefs^ while it points to Jbme 
circumftances which ftrongly charafterizc: 
fbat Power, which was to arife the lajl^ and, 
if we rightly conjecture, will prevail the 
moft, and which are not eafily appropriated to 
either of the other. The fymbol of ** a little 
horn** is applicable to Antichrift in the begin- 
nings of all its forms— Papal, Mahometa'h, 
and Infidel. The Power of Antichrift is ftill 

the 
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t^ Mtde hocQ ; but as exesrted in Greece and 
. the Eajl^ it is defcribed as the little horn of 
tioi&bt'gQatyiyc the /i^/r^ empire, and this even 
to the prefent hour ; for thi^feat of the M/- 
bmetan Empire is Grecia^ or what was called 
the Greek Empire. — ^As exerted in Italy and 
the ff^efit it is ^deicribcd as the little horn of 
tk^fmftb bead, or the fourth' Empire, ^ But 
it is remarkable that ia thofe predidions, 
which the angel exprefsly declares will be ac«- 
oMxipliflied /^w4r<i!f the end of the appointed 
iime^ this diftindion of eaft and weft i^ems 
X% be; loft^ both in this and in the following 
yifiqn (which I conceive ijitended particularly 
to diefcribe the Mahometan and Papal pow« 
ers), and Antichrift appears with all the fub- 
f lety and furjr and univerfally-cxtended ty* 
jraony, with which we find him delineated in 
the f^v4»|tions under the fymbol of they?- 
<fliiJbeaft^ and which cprrefppnds with the 
Jrftl^born in the vifion of the four. ,beafts> 
>yhi<^ i& ^o be coniidered as an epitome of 
ihc; whole hiftory of Antichrift^ — ^Aniithip 
circumftitt^ce, I apprehend, intimates the ^^r 
;?rr4^/ apoftaiy and perfecution which is to take 
^hc^ during the Infidel power, which w^a* 

• See p. 3^8, 

to 



'Wfiidee^ the videnfeeof ihte t^«tt fowhfei^, and 
fee an ihfirkmm 6f fimijhi/aefit tii thiMr adHl- 
tcnts, artd of trial Vq the ChUith bf ChrUt^ 

It i^ ^vidbfit from the cbnclufiDtl thdt thts 
Frbphedy of the horn of the h^vgbat canttdt 
htiMJfiHed to the Rohians. It exIenHs ndt 
©tily bedrid the deftrtidlicw of Jt^if&kxtlrbUt 
to the end of timfe; fori as " the image was 
td be 'bwken by the ftone tut oat rWlthotft 
hahds/' istA the fbiirth beaft Was to-b^ d#- 
ft#a^ ^* becaufe bf thfe great ^vW^ds the 
HWh ijjakfe agiinft the Moft Hlfeh/* fb tMs 
hma Wds io be bro'kfcn Without hah^, bfe- 
ciJtife *• he rofij \ip agairift the IVine6 of 
f^ih^»." And ik'H farther ftddedy d§ if to 
preV^m the Prophecy from hdhg f^efifi^d to 
jte-//^ attid /wmW ateonttpUfltoltiitF/ ^MMWt 
tholmp the VifiOR, for it(hall'b^fd#>>!^>^ 
diays"-*-iit refers to* a long period- of ihfti,' ahd 
fellies of eve&t», and it cafinot thei^ore \k 
f<iKf und^rftood till much nearer thib 4mt ^ 
Ae &^.-=Let- us now com^re ^he MahomeL 
fiift f&vfei with this little eaftem horn, Which 
•* Waied eJtceeding^ gifeat towiarc* the fouth', 
md tomtd the daft, and toWai'd the pleafahk 
land." 

The 
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The Mahometan power has in^ 
ierided itftlf fouthwdrd over - great 
Africa — eajfwari to I^erfia*, Tartarj^, and evert 
China, and covered tixe land of Judea with iti 
abominations; but li never made any 'piibl 
.grefs in thfe weft or ribrth-^^* It caft doxcA 
fonie of thfe hoft, a'lid of tlie 'ilars, arid ftafm^ea 
tipon theni, and triaghifitd^itffel^even'to i^ 
f)rince of fhe hcftl'^ 6r ^* ' the Prmte of 
princes/* It caft down tnany'of the tef^mn^ 
powers J todk poffeffion of the 6i6ek emplr^J 
and overthrew all the Chrifliah' cliiirthes; dif- 

ftars^, eftabliftied in Africa/* irifAi^liiilfWd 
Indiai and alnidft -ill* ifi PafeftlW^ f ri 'Afii 

.Mitior, and in Gf-'eeefe.^— Mahbmctacknowi. 
ledgcd Jefus to%d S- WopB^ Ifi^eedi hM6 
kflbmed tohimfelfa fupeticWt^ih dignity i 
and the ci^Udty/'6pf)reffioii, and" contertip't^ 
with which Ch'rtftians have been uniformly 
treated by his -foUdwers, are plainly denoted 
by his *Vftamptftg upon tli'etri,*'' - Jentfaleni 

. is deffgnated at the principal f&nbi * or objedt 
of the tyranny of this' horn'; 'firft during^ thl 
JewiChv and laftly during 4he Ghnftiah difJ 

• |)€nfation: Ziori was the place cHbfen^by the 
Alinighty • for' the^ dnly Temple devoted to hi$ 
^drfliip accordifig to the Miifaic ritual^^ii 

- VOL.' I. z this 
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this favourc4 fpot was the GoTpel $rft pub- 
)ifh«d to the whale world. Htire w^s thf 
OD^ obIati<xi qqcc oficred of the L^i^il^ia iq^ 
the redemptioi\ of mankind — ^and here, was 

the Chriftian c|[iUjrch 6rft eibiWin^ed. htkr 

tiochu^ took away the *^ daiiy &crifice'* for % 
few ycars^the RoiQa^( p^it aa ^ to t;h^ 
Temple worlhip— hut the Mahometai^ have 
proj^^ied the place of his fai;idtu^iy~-*' h^ye 
taken away thed^y facrifice of praiie aiod 
tb^fgiyiog'^ fipm this diftinguiibed la^i 
for above elev^ |[iuf»dred years^ — It wa$ alfo 
y ghm into their hands by reafpn of ti:aiif« 
gi^fikm;^ thjis was acknowkc^qd by th« 
Jews wd by the Roniaos ^ ip the two forfo^r 
cafes ; and the dcf lon^le corruption of thf 
eaftem churches, when U)is horn ^um^d thjt 
form of M^hpRi^tanifm, fufl3i;iei)tly ei^plaips 
why an ^* hoft; was given againft them/'-* 
Iliis horn has indeed ** caft the truth, to the 
ground'^r— for nc^ng on bf mo^ miier^l^e 
than the intei^l^ as well s^s etteraal ftate «f 
>tbe few churches which r^qm^in, ipi the coun« 
tries under thcf Mahometan yolq;:, a^nd thf: 
Jews fuffer little lefs oppreilipn than the* 
^hrii^ia|i$« — ^Anfl the arti^ces l^^ wj^ich this 
hypocritical iippofto^ and hj^.fj^ccqfrors.eihf 

% See p. SA^. 

. hliihed 



P0rt iJbf JSeamd. ^^. 

tftUldi^ (tie civil aod i^eligious f^tt of Maha« 
inefsbiifiQ, ami their ^oniihing fucicief^, can 
ftacoeiy be more ftrongty marked than by die 
€Kpjifc(fion» " it praBifid and pr^perei^^^ but 
which expreflion is not eafily ulade applicable to 
die Romans. 

IHiUs mi% Daniel's Mcount of the vjfba i 
Imt he adds, diat he h»id one iaint, or angd, 
afk another angel, '' How long fliall he die 
¥ifion concerning the .daily facriflce and the 
tttnfgieiiian of defolation to give both the 
taa^Bbkxzry and the hoft to he trodden under 
foot ' V^ Or, as Mr. Lowth renders it mow 
^dfifdiy, *' For how long a ^oa^ £hall the vi« 
fion h&^ the daily iiK»iice be taken away, 
and ithe tranfgreflion of ddblation continue to 
give both the fan^uary and die hoft to be 
trodden under foot V^ And it was anfwered, 
*' Unto ajoo days : then (hall the ian<3:uary 
be.dmnfed/' JSoth the queftion and the an« 
fwer are dijftin€tly put, ^ I'efemble Rev. xi» 
a. but there is an unceitainty in fthe numher of 
years ; d^ ^Scmnty read 2400 ; and Jorom 
informs us others read 2200. If the vificyi 
^be .computed irom the c&ibli^Siment of the 

-^ % % Perfian 



340 IniroduStory Chapter w 

Perfiari Ettipire, which begins the vifion oi fKe? 
ram,: the reading of the Seventy will carry it 
^ on to the conclufion of the fix thouikadl^' 
2 year of the worM. However 'this may be^ it 
.^i& remarkable that this vifk>n breaks ofF ab- 
ruptly ; the end of this horn is not fcen^ it is: 
left in profperity, a circumftance which accu- 
:ratcly cofrefponds with the defcripticMi of the 
Jame power m the ninth chapter of the Revcf- 
lations. We do not 'fed the end of Abaddon^ 
or Apollyon^ the King of. the Saracen Locufts, 
or of the Turkifli horfemen from the /iver 
Euphrates — ^but it is to be remembered We ai'e 
elfewherc told, that •* the Jfo/vi 'n/^/fliall be 
poured out upon the river Euphrates, topre^ 
pare the way for the kings ;"*-^2ibout which 
' time it is alfo faid," •* the fanftuary (hall be 
' wholly cleanfed," and: ** the bride made 
ready to receive her lord." 

When the angel Gabriel was fent to explain 
this vifion to Danid, he begins with faying» 
:** Underftand, O Son of Man: for at the 
time of the end fliall be the Vifion •,*?- which I 
prefume to^ mean, the train of events de- 
fcribed in this vifion (hall reach' ta the end of 

''Daniel viii. 17* 

time* 
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tifne. And after he had prepared the Pro{^t 
to receive the awful infbrm^iont he further 
iays, •* Behold, I will make thee know what 
ihtfll be in the la ft endoi the indignation ; for 
at the time appointed the end (hall be*"—? 
meaning, I again prefume, I wiU not only ^x^ 
plain the general meaning, of this vifion. 
which i^ itfelf a feries of punifhment^ but. I 
YTillini^m thee of other circumftances, which 
fliaJl take place when the i\mQ of ibi^ vificn of 
indignation^ or. wrath againft the hoil and the 
iaiwStuary, Jhall draw near its condiifion — ^for 
the time i^ appointed^ and the end of all this 
mifpry (hall certainly come;- aftd therefore 
take comfort from this aiTiirailce, while I rt^ 
veal the awful judgments which are to take 
place. i>/; (be lafi i/nay^ of th6 yifioh. — •* The 
j^m Y^hicK thou faw«ft h^vijcig two homs^ 
qre tl^e kings pf Medi^and^Perfia* And the 
rpugh gpat.is the king of Grecia, and ther 
greit. horn that i« ,between his eyes is the firit 
king* Now. that beir^ broken, wher<as ;four 
jbod up for it; four Kiingdoms Oiall fiand' up- 
put; of the nation, but npj in his - power.''— r^ 
The apgel barely meijtipns^ the kingdoms oC 
jPerija and ^ Grecia | ; and the_ f9iir /.kingdoms, 
^hich were to arifc after' Alexander, and 



* Danid viiL 19« 



z 3 then 



^% IntrdiiSlory CBaptir /# 

thai inmie4ia^efy p^es to tBe Idtfer tinte ot 
•heir kingdom-~as if they were only mfen* 
tiotied to mark theftine ofaSitm for the fctf- 
jnidalite power which is the principal obje^ 
ef the meifage — ^he omits thofe pircuihfl^ricet 
4ieicribed by the vifion, which point to itii 
frimaty and partial accomplifliment by Antib^ 
cbus and the Romans, and which the Prd^ 
phet probably underAbod to rekre tocalatiii^ 
ties iimilat to thofe which his people ^ere 
fhen fufiering under the power of B^ibyloh ; 
aid goes difiStl^ to that iiftant period which 
Jiad been before rcprefpntcd as fb peculiarly 
dreadful in the vifion of the little hom, whidt 
arofe froni (he fgur^ bead? 

We are th«n» | conceive, authorized to con^s^ 
j«iftuf i, that the f^lowing defqription points 
pot HM Qnly^t Mahometan power, but referi 
to th#t wbtr po]Ver, Wfiich was immediate^ 
|0 precede ^ tihie of tV end : or, in otKef 
words, be the laftfom olAnikbr^ianpfmtr*^ 
-iii'** And in the letter timf of their kingddm, 
whq) the tranfgfrtilors aire cpihe to the full, 1 
Iraig of fierce cpuntienance, and underilandin^ 
^Hf^t^<»^ lHa|l ibnd up'^j^' It is cc^- 

t»i4 



tain that the pdWer of Mdiomet arofe iki a 
part off the Gremn Empire — and that he 
arofe whert the eqfitrn divifion of the Roman 
Empire was cohfidered as the Greek Empire^ 
and in the latfer time pf that kingdom. It i$ 
cisrtain tcio, that the corruptions of the taft« 
tm churchcis had arifen to thek full height 
when this feotirge of the Chriftian world 
Iftood up; — and that '* the falfe Prophet, 
or Tocher/' of Arabia* ih4io profefledlf 
)>ropagated his Religion by the fword, is 
llrikihgly delitifcated by '' a king of fierce 
countenance, and underftanding dark fen«^ 
tences/*-^'* And his power diall be mighty"^ 
but not by his own power/' As the kin^^ 
doms of Ihe Weil gave their pk)wer to the 
Seaft, o^ Papal Antichrift, fo have the king- 
doms of the Eaft givoi theirs to the Maho* 
tndtan Antichrii^. But I conceive this is not 
all that is here meant — '^ The dragon** gave 
his power to the beaft, and ** the angel of 
the bottomlefs pit'* led on the Saracenic lo- 
cu/^s ; and thus the angel may be underilood 
to fay, ** The power of this horn (hall be not 
merely that which is cc»nmon to the con<* 
querors of the Eaft^ fuch as the he*goat, or 
the four beafts in the former vifion^ j it is to 
be dircdted and fupported by fupcr-human 
z 4 art 
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OLVt ; arid ft«ei>gth ; which (hall ^ tfnaUe it t^ 
.<Jfeftroy. ivoff^rfu/fyt to pjcpfper and pradtifc^ 
aad deftroy tfee piighty, and the hdy people/* 
jtbat is, both JeJiys and Chriftians.-rr** And 
thrpugh . bis policy alfo he fliftll caufe craft 
tp. prpfper in his hand," or f* flj^l cauf? 
fraud and deceit to profper, and he (ball 
Iftflguify, himfelf, aipd by peace fljall he, de- 
ilrdy many,'* or, in times of tranquillity he 
(hall deftroy.ipulti^udcs ""." . The policy zn^ 
traft for whic;h the Mahpnjpjffn powers ar^ 
notorious^, unquellionably agree with this 
defcription ; and the jitlps which their chief* 
gfTMines, q{/tGod (?p Earthy fheShadw? of^ 
Godf Brother to, the §un and Moon^ The, 
Giver of all E&rthly Crcnsins^X^ as perfcAly 
accord with the Prophetic intimation, that ho 
(h0ujd ** ^magnify himfelf/' Such titloj 
were indeed cpzT>m9i) in the £a(l, among th^ 
antient Meathen . potentates ; but they are ut- 
\cf\y iiiconfiftent with true religion, and have 
evpr been fo cqnfidere4 by* Jews and genuine 

-: » Wintle's Verfion of Dapiel. ' . , ^ 

y**Ina word, luft, arrogance, covetoufnc&, and ii^ 

mpjl exquifite hypocrify, complete their cbarafter.*' Maun* 

^lell, p. 149. • . . ^ ^ '- ^ •• . V 

* » See Ricaut's State of the Ottoman Empire, 

Chriftians, 



r Part thfJ^hcimd^ r'^ .>345 

hy promiffd /^ pea<;e/' left Jt^e crofs of Chrift 
•/or the cJrefceRt of Mahpnjet; ai][d the luxurj^ 
jefFeininacy» apd licentioufnefs, which are thf 
allowed habits and prc^ofed rewards of th^ 
followers of thi$ pretended Prophet, may perr 
haps be allowed to explain " by peace he 
/hall deftrpymany;'' buf as. this power is yef 
cxifting, we may furely fuppofe it may beref 
j^ftcr become more clear, if thfis explanation 
|be i>Qt pif rfc^Iy fatisfadtcft^y • . * ■* 

The angel having thus intimated ,as I 
^ppjehpnd, that this foroiid^ble poW^r^ftioul4 
yemaiu forne tiipe at neji^ as. it. were, adds^ 
t' And he (h^ll [alfo] ftand up. againft -th? 
fxpG^ 9f pfjir^^s, buv t^e (hall be broken 
;«fit)iowt' han^/'— Tiie pierfecuting fpirit of 
^ahpmetanifni certdnly correfponds^^withthe 
pppoiition implied in this exprjeilip^ m^lQi^ 
its origin t apd 4ifiing^ijk^^ .^be>icptiy$^.4MB4 
yieyv^s iWfhich ad:uate«this power» ,£ifpm tjio^ 
j^hich arc jlje common caufes., of war- .%n4 
conqueft among tjie rulers of- the earthi bat 
can hardly beconfjMeredas.it^fulli;iipport.-r- 
Jjf this expreflion be confined to the Mal^pnriet^tv 
power, we may look to. the futruj:^. far a .more 



• The titles ^ffun;ied by the Pepe are howey.cr ft^ikin^ 
Jpmilar. 

"■ . ' literal 



346 htf^AlSfyry Ohipkr t$ 

Ikerld atcomplilhmenty Mid (v^p6k ^ Mg4l~ 
to fay, •• B^es thefc wars againft the^>f^ 
^tMjy and the holy ptopk^ and the rJ^wry 
fnifchief which he ihall be pennilted to do^^ 
<his|)0v^erj(biU at/ajl open/y direS his <^)pofi^ 
tion againft'the Prince of princes-^tfaen wiM 
the time come when he (hall fall b^foris hiftti 
like the inrtage and the horn of the fourth 
fecaft in the former vifions/* This pafTage 
howeverv and feveral others in the lattei* 
jpart of this Prophecy, will be found to 
agree very remarkably with the diftinS piSlure 
which I underftand to be given in the Reve- 
lati(xis, of the Infidei ptwer : and if thefe 
{milages be aHowed to refer to that as well as 
tt> the MahometaM power, the meaning <^th6 
fengd may be then fuppofed to be^ ^ The 
|)6wer, of whom I nw> fpeak, whd is td 
ktife in tBi latter timei, (hall fpiing f Mm th6 
JimtfHitet, and be of thtjkme Hatuteit& the 
Mille hom ift the former vi fioil-'^nd bis Mat% 
fl^lb6, ^dpp^tiM to the Ptiner rfpHncet^ a* 
k was in the faom of the fourth beaft.-^Bj^ 
fhii (hall thefe peculiar powisrs be diftmgui&ed 
fnMt the kings of the earth, and by this (hafi 
dieir common fitte be forektiown-^hey (hall 
be b^okeh without h&nd*-«*not^ \yf the ufual 
courfeof events — but they (hall fall before 
the fbn df man, when he cometh tb take 

poifedlon 
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pdSMS^ ^ ht« kifigitom*'-^ ** And the vifi(» 
of the evening and morning is true. Wher&> 
fore (hut thou up the vifion, for it JbaU he for 
mary icyi,** *— Surely this repetition coafirmt 
the 6f>ini(m that thefe predictions concern the 
htttt timt* 



Fwnk V'^on.^** Tbi Kino" ^tU Wtji, 

In the blowing vifion the aagd firft' 
ilecl»ts» ** Now I am 'Come to make this 
tifidkrtbiid Wh^ fliaU befall tiyfeopk in the 
$(itUr iayii for yet the vifion is for manj 
iof^. " — Daniel had been previ«ufi]F infMnnod 
^ tht ^ccMe tune whira the Meffiih wa 
<b upptitf, akid wheti *« he ihould be cut 
^ tbbugh not for himfelf;" and alTo, of 
die fub&^ucnc deftrudian of the city and the 
iaadltiany, and ** «f the defolaftions determined 
ftitto the end (ff the imf, even unto the ma- 
fuiamation» and that ctiitermined ffaall be 
yomtti^m^ iqpipD tte dcfolMe/'«r ai it is in 

the 
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^he ;ipargi|i of . ihic EiifglUh' Bi^I^^ ^ **^^upon 

^ I ihflj begiEi the 0bfi^vati(>ns..l prefamc ta 
^er^^|vi|lj^.the p^flagp which is conficlered 
as relating both lo Antiochus and tq the^ 
Romans^ whokd ji^ fubdued Gr^cia, when 

^ My plan confines me to that part of this wonderful 
Prophecy, which appears 155 r^Jat^ to Antichrift — or " tha 
war between the Dragon and the Lamb," (fee Rev. xii.) 
but I muft beg the Reader to perufe the fixteenth of Bi- 
fiiop Newton's lllflertatidiif, to fee *V how particular and 
ckidi^^tiftantial ^; is ceiiicetning^he kingdom^^ of Egypt and 
Syria, from the death of Alexander to the time of Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes. There is not fo complete and regular a 
i«tie« orl^l^ir' ktngs, thei;€ fe not fo concife and comprc- 
l^^ye ah accowpat pf, thchr affi&r8,.lo/te'fouBd"many 
ayujlhpr of thofe, times. The Prc^hecy is really mora 
perfcfi.than any hiflory. No one hiftorian hath related fo 
rfiariy circumftahces. *and in Tuch exjaft order of time, as 
tie Ft^tied h^h fopt*6I4 l%em^. f<& tliat-ifc was iieceffary 
<et)*vejfcecQutfe t9;%vjEpr^;astthorSi> iGistic^aod Biiaiai^ 
J^^yiflv^and Chrtftiajg^jand to.jcplj^ ]|er/^.fora(ethiog' froi|5| 
clie, aiiq to ,colle^ there fomethmg^rom anqther, for -the 
better 63^plainin'g and illultratitig mcgjreat variety of partil 
CdkkliS^fit^i^iti iiii ' Fit)p*«cyr^Thirex^§Hc&* of thirf 
^opbejqy yfk% (o^/co^iHcipg, t^^ ?0]|»h)Ty .t»)ili(l nci 
pretend to deny it^ and,t|ier^for^ aflertcd^that. it could aiojl^ 
po*nibl^ have been writtei\ befor^, b^t it muft have been 
wr^ten in' or 'fooii^ *after^ the 'time* 'o^'Antiochus JEji- 
|:^ane&-^Eherlaft^pl^ihate':t(t!^i<^ ^br^ 

not only without proof, but cotitrary to all the proofs 
which can be had in cafes of this jaajure." Bilbop New- 
ton, Diff. 16. * .^ i«'V i ^ 

9rh the y 



^qr cpminaiided il^ntiocftusilo.rdtutii b^ine.-^ 

\^*. F6r:thefliips €Kf.ChittiAa^lkaU.come agaksft 

rhim, theroforohe (hair bo grieved and return^ 

tmd' have Indii^uttoii againft dae hoiy cwi^ 

jnaht: iib fbaE. he do.: he ihalK e^qi ' return^ 

"and hav^jintcUigeiiKiiwkh^jdiieih: dmt forfake 

IthehoLy d^vetunt.. LAnd^airlns 0iaU ftand km 

has part/* odas !it ipaj?? be more, dearly rchi- 

tJerid, •* Arid: after hinirahns- (that ii, thfc 

;Rotnaas) (hall ftandup^'— rWihtk rendeiis viiv 

*' But' mighty poweris (hall (land up JVtnk 

/Ac/^t"'tbi*>i^w'frdmjhc«^M of.Cbit^ 

jf/jw^— ^" >nd ;they ihall polluter the -iandiiary 

jof ftreilgth, anid (hall tajcc away^thfe cbily 

:facrifice» \md they: (haUplace the aboBunatiGtt 

:that mafketh'<fefabti^s'\to .which paflageoitr 

/Saviour: refers in his predi6tion of the de* 

Uru^ticin, of Jei:ufalem'',i and. therefore Jlxer its 

rrfennce tq : that evfnt. rrr- Hiftory fully aui* 

jthoriies ^Svft> ap{)ly apart :€f what foUawsi tsi 

jthe: times /of Antiochus Epipha^eis and. the 

Maccabee^^ in.; its pririiary' fenfcj' land tht 

hiftory tof the church is tbeh continued from 

; * The coaft rof Chktim.^n^' the land of Cbitdpi.' i».ja 
^e^eral name foe Greece^ Italy, an4 the couptfies and 
iflands of the Mediterranean — The countries ' peopled 
Vjr Cftrf»«,*Hfcfc *fonk of' *Javan, the fon'^of Japhet. — See 
Biihop Newton's fifth Diflertation) B^cbfit»vVhcuigft» 
and Wintle* 

^ Daniel xi. 30; 5K . 1/ . ' Set vol i. c. 10. 
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-Ae 4kibui&kxi of jierufatem to tfaegnientf 
nefiirredion. «<*» '' And fudb as io uriGkedly 
Xgati^ the ooYonant (haU he corrupt through 
Aatterks ; but the people that do know their 
Ctodt (hall be .ftrong, aod do eocploits* Ami 
they ihat» underftand among the ptc^ (by 
which is to be underflood the Chriftiaiis) (Batf 
ifiArud maoji yet they fliaU fall by ^he 
iwocdy and by iJame, t^ captivity, and I7 
fpoil^ many days. Ifow when they fball 
^i, they lliall be holpen witjb 9 little help: 
hut many OftU cleave to them wkh flatteries. 
And ibme 49f themof underftandingfliaiU fall, 
^try tfaem^and tO'purg^, and to ins^ke them 
wlike«-<^even to the time of the 4nd; because 
St is yet Ipr a 4iime appointed V We have 
here fMiedidions of the periecutions to whidi 
the Chriftians were ful^edled, with ikde kw 
lerruption, Ibrthelhrft 300 yesu*s, and of (he 
help afllbrded them Jwhi^n fall^ to «he ioweft 
Aate of dcpref)iqnt by ihe eftiMiftment of 
ChriAianity in thp Roman Empire. Tliis ia 
^called, iiitU bdp^ becaufe the churcli was 
raifed only to that degree of profperity futted 
to a ihte of trid, and continued but a fliort 
time to enjoy it ; for it wa$ foon oporniptod 
by thpfc who •• cfeve tp it ^y flavm^' s$ 
ivoddly moturea. 

S Danid Xi. Sir, SJ, ftc. 

A. jLnere 



Thet^ was hotwo^^ a fcnmaftt kit ;imMlt; 
ti^ia general apoftafyi «id Rianf cburcbcR 
vrere ^gstiiD^ ^»|dliKhed '' l:^ them of inutatM 
ftsifi<ii|)g»'' to wboi^ /^^ /r>//f b<ip was. alfi» 
given at the ^m^ of the Reformajtipo i hint 
being ftill '^ the appointed time"' of vidig^-^ 
nati<xi — of the reign of Antichrift, and of 
warfare tf> the churci^-^ thejr wei^ kft ta 
juggle with their ys^qoMS exiemies; and. it 
» expre&ly d^^red, '* that y^* of tbemi 
^u]4 fall^^opt fo xm^ for punijbmmi a^ 

mnr^ And we may farther obfervc,. thai} 
l^ls Prophccf feems (p intifnate thaty^i«^ 9^ 
tlldb churchw Qmx\^ Jiedfqftfy rejifi thefts 
attacks, and been^kied '* to i^and before; thc^ 
S(m q£ a^m,'' at his conaing to deftroy tbe 
wprjks of Satan, and to eihblith his churcHr 
iQ everkftjog parfe^ion, glcwy, and fcpurity, 
-i— Thus htive we a fumniary view of tbc 
h}ih>r jofilie Chriftian church '^ till the time^ 
of the end'' of that tribulation which is (o^ 
frequently the fubjed of Prophecy. Bat the 
aogel reverts to what appears to be the prin<- 
cipalobje6t of his miili<xi — to forewaror tfaer 
4iMrch.of the nature and conquefis of its 
€|i^n)ilBI^'^Ho gi^yrd; it ^ainft the varied t^n^ 
of its antagonift— to afford a fdid ground 
for faith and hope to reft upon, when alflail* 
4 ed 
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iSc by* tnbft -furiSWS Ifoftn^ of the coftffi<a1ri| 
dtements, deceff, 'gKid rage, fupeffttHon afnd 
indiflference, ignoxdinct znd philejophffmy \^liid< 
fatanic art' ihould be allowed to faife withifi 
fhe period allotted for tfe reign* of Aft- 
tieh'rift. 
• ,• < ' ' • .; 

^ ^ 7twks bbferved,' that " aS the- Iftfle horn** 
in thefdmief vifion^was faid to' fpring front 
Grecia; we fhoiild* naturally • look to thtf 
eqjlern ^2x\, of the x^orld for the fcene of it^ 
a6li6n. Similar feafons will now lead us W 
fuppofe that '/i6<f^/f/V;^ noW mentioned in tbils> 
Vifion/ was to afife and' difplay his power itf 
flie thefi. For the angel bias brbught down- 
<he hiftory to the taking of Jerufalem by the 
f^bmans ; and we know the Ik^fhan Empire 
isiii at that time the reigning p&mir. •* The 
i/>7^'* therefore 'thus • mentioned, :vtrithout any 
epithet or diftihguifliing appellation; we muft 
conclude to be a Roman Powe^$^^ " And 
^ the king fhall do according to his will;- 
and ^fi^ fhail exalt himfelf, and 'magnify 
himftlf above every god, and ihall fpeal^ 
marvellous things againft the God of gods, * 
and fliall profper till the indignation be 
accompHftied: for that that is determined (hall 

' . , *» Daniel xi. 36, &c. ^ ' 

be 
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be done. Neither (hall he regard the :God d£ 
his fathers, nor the defire of women, nor 
regard any god : for he ihall magnify himfelf 
above all. But in his eftate ihall he honour 
the God of fcnrces; and a God whcmi his 
fathers knew not ihall he honour with gold, 
and iilver, and with precious ilones,, and 
pleafant things. Thus ihall he do in the 
mdil: ih*(»ig holds with a ilrange God, whom 
he ihall acknowledge and increafe with glory : 
and he ihall caufe them to rule over, many, 
and ihall divide the land for gain* And at 
the time of the end ihall the king of the 
fouth puih at him : and the king of the 
north ihall cikne againil him like a whirl* 
wind) with chariots and with horfemen, 
and with many ihips ; and he ihall enter 
into the countries, and ihall overflow and 
pafs over. He ihall enter alfo into the glo- 
rious land, and many countries ihall be over- 
thrown: but thefe ihall efcape out of his 
h^d, even Edom and Moab, and the chief 
of the children of Ammon. He ihall ilretch 
forth his hand alfo upon the countries ; and 
the land of Egypt ihall not efcape. But he 
(hall have power over the treafures of gold 
and of iilver, and over all the precious things 
of Egypt :, and the Libyans and the Ethiopians 
ihall be at his steps. But tidings out of the 
VOB. I. A a eaft 
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ieaA and out x£ the north &aU trouble hkns 
therefore he (hftU^o forth wKh:griMt fu)y t0 
deflix)3r4 and trttcriy to jmke away many^ 
And he ihall plaut the tabermcle^ of his 
palaces hetwesin the seajs, m the gldeiQus 
hdlyitiouiitaiii i yet he &dU ccnneio his did^ 
4ad ncxie (hall help h|rm'' . 

!* And at that time (hall Michid Aimd up^ 
the .great prince which ftahdcth for ihe chil- 
dren of thy people : and th^reihall be a thne 
(£ trouble, fuch as nevdr was fince t)iQ^ W9i 
a nation evw to that &me time : Knd^t t-hi^E 
time -thy people (haH be ddiVei^d^ ei^iy one; 
that fhall be found written in the hdK3^« Aad 
ma^ df thdaa thkt fleep ia the duft pf thjc 
earth fhall awake^ fbme %o everiajlkig Ule^ 
^nd fonle to (hiitoe and tvetlaflwkg coriteiefM^ 
Aad they diat be wife fhaH !fhitte as this 
-brightne& oTlhe iifinament; aed th^ (J9^ 
%um many to rightedufne&^ as the %^% for 
ever and ercr/' iThe appHcaltia» of thjte^ 
^Prophecy to tht Papa/ Antichrift-— tp 4ie 
conquefls of the Safiacen king of *tlte fouthr 
and the Turkifh king of. (4^ neffth, «>)fer the 
^ho]^ land attd tnaoy odaer eountri^-rf^ 
-tdfcape of ArabiJi, and the: (^Jb^^^^km. 49f 
Egypt and Barbary have 'been cl^af"]^, I h]«i 
almoi^ faid //s^^y^i^/ii^^, idftabl^^ msiy 
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learned C(vnmebtator$« 3ut how far this 
Prapb$f:y ^$iy be confidered as a double tyfe 
©f Antichrift, and how much may be fup- 
ppfed tP be yet future ^ are queftions that can 
goly be decided by a careful comparifon with 
otbfir Prophecies refpedting the fame period^ 
aijd by thecourfe of eveqts which time Ihall 
bring to light. Mr; Wintlc*s tranflatioa 
gives a more dear view of w^hat I con- 
fide' a» the primafy objecfl of this Pro- 
phecy, than the common one ; I fliall there- 
fpre beg kave to ftate it, with a few obfer- 
YAtions CGsmedted with the leading id^s of 
thi% chapter* 

*• For 7?/7/, for an appointed time^ a (or 
tke) king (hall even aft according to his will^ 
ftad (hall e^jialt himfelf and magnify himfelf 
iJbove every god, and gain ft the God of gods 
ih^l be fpeak marvelloufly, and (hall profper 
until the completicn of the indgnation'; ibr 
tbp dccidon is made/' 

This ** king'* is conflantly allowed to mean 
AAtichrift, who (hall po(refs himfelf of the 
Roman power of whi€;h the angel has been 
peaking, and aifume defpotic authority bpti} 
in civil and religious matters, and (hall occa- 
fionally exalt himfelf abme all laws human 

A a z nnd 
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and divine. Yet it fliall.profper till the in^ 
dignation Jhall be completed; that is, probably 
till the days of vengeance againft the Jews 
(hall be accompliftied', ** and the fiilnefs of 
the Gentiles (hall be come in ;" for //// then 
•* the witnefTes are to prophefy in fackclbth ;" 
or the church is to remain in a (late of fufFer- 
ing and trial. — ** Alfo to the gods of his 
fathers (hall he not attend/* This power, 
though not a faithful worfhipper oi the true 
God, (hall pay no attention to the polytheifm 
of his Roman anceftors — ^he fliall not attend 
cither to the eflabliflied Chriftian religion, 
but (hall corrupt it with his own vitiated 
mixtures ; — ** nor to the de(ire of women, 
nor to any god (hall he attend, but (hall 
magnify himfelf above all.** •• The de(ire 
of women** is interpreted by Mr. Mede and 
Biftiop Newton, as relating to the conjugal 
flate, or the defire or afFedlion for wives; 
and feems to be placed in this defcription of 
Antichrift, not merely as a ftrikipg feature 
of Monkifli and Papal inftitutions, but to 
dijiinguijh this power from the Mahometan 
horn defcribed ,in the former vifion. — 'A dtf-^ 
regard to the holy inftitution of marriage is 
indeed (trikingly applicable to both Popery 

* Wintle and Medcj. 

and 
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and Infidelity — but not to Mahometanifm, 
where it is held in high eftimation, accord- 
ing to antient cuftoms and eaftem manners — 
*• Yet near to God in his ftead (hall he honour 
Mahuzzim [or God*s protedlors] even near 
the God whom bis fathers [the antient Ro- 
mans] knew not, (hall he do honour, with 
gold and with filver, and with precious 
Hones, and with the moft defirable things. 
And he (hall ^lowiAt far fortrejfes of Ma- 
huzzim^ together with Godf whom he Jhall 
certainly honour^ and caufe them to have do- 
minion over many i for the land will he dif^ 
tribute at a price ^. But at the time of the 
end^ a king of the fouth (hall pufli at him ; 
alfo a king of the north (hall tempeftuoufly 
ru(h upoh him with chariots and with horfe- 
men, and with a large fleet, and (hall enter 
into the countries, and (hall overflow and 
pafs through. He (hall enter alfo into the 
land of glory, and though many (hall be 
ruined, there (hall efcape out of his hand " 
Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the 
Ammonites. Yet when he (hall extend his 
poWer over the countries, the la!nd of Egypt 

^ For th^ application of this moft accurate defcription of 
the Papal power pf Antichrift, ,1 refer tbc Jleadcr to thg; 
l^llowing Chapter upon that fubjeft. 
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ihall not efcape ; but he (hall have dominioa 
over the treafures of gold ind of ffliver, smd 
over all the defirable things of Egypt; and- 
jhe Libyans and Ethiopians fhallbe in his* 
iteps. But rumours (hall difhirb him from 
th^ eaft, and from the north ; therefore he (hall 
go forth in great fury to deftroy and devote 
to utter perdition many. And he (hall fix 
the tents of his pavilion between the fcas in 
the mountain of the glory of holinefe ; yet, 
he (hall cx>me to his end, and no one (hall 
help him. Moreover at that time (hall rife 
up Michael, the great prince that ilandeth- 
up for the children of thy people ; then fliali* 
there be a time of trouble, fuch as never was' 
jGnce the exiftence of a nation until this time ; 
^nd in this time fhall' the people cfc^pc^, 
every one that is found written in the bo<!dc. 
Then multitudes that fleep in the duftof the' 
ground IJiall awake, fome to life everlafting, 
zxA others to reproaches, to confufion ever- 

\ By thi$ paflkge I apprehend is meant, not ©nly the 
return of the Jdws from thdr difperfioia, butthc " efcape" 
of the holy people of God, not only Jew&, hut Geotile 
Chriftians ; accprding to many pa(fage9 in Scripture re- 
lative to that time, which indicate that at this time of 
feniiiar judgment, the good fhall be diflmguiflxd from 
the wickedi Sec our Lord's prediflioDS and wv^ta- 
'<ipns, &€• 
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h&mg^ And t^(t that have wifely in- 
ffarudcd fliall Ihine likie the fploidor of thq 
firmament, arid thofe thsit have made many 
fighteouSr like the liars for ever and ever. 
But thou, Daniel, clofe the words, and feal 
up the hook, Until the time of the end; 
whea many (hall- have ftejrehed diligently^ 
aad kRowIedge (hall be incrcafcd," 

The accpmpliihviefit which the former jpart 
cf thi'S^ Prophecy hais xeceiv(?d in the Papal 
power, and in the coni^ueft of the Maho? 
mefan power, is confeffedly accurate— 
but muck rensams to be fulfilled j asd ftiany 
rc^fotis might he produced to authorise the 
cpu^dure, that even that part qf the Pror 
phecy which has been fo, decidedly fulfilled 
will hereafter receive a more full2xA perfedt 
^complifhment,— The chaAge is fo abrupt^ 
that it is yet difficult to decide, whether by 
^* He (hall enter alfo into the land of glory ,'^ 
be meant ♦* the king of the north*^ [the Turks 
in particular}, or *• the king** j?//? mentioned^ 
chat is, the power ofjintichrift^ which is the 
principal fubje£i of the Prophecy in another 
form'^n — Qf one thing however we are cer* 

tain, 

* Dr. Doddridge remarks, in his note on our Lord's 

Prophecy, *< Jerufalem fliall be trodden down, till the 

A a 4 umQ 
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tain, that the ** end*^ of this king^ whether 
Mahometan, or Infidel, is tobe exadly (imilar 
to the end of the Grecian little horn, and the 
horn of ^^ fourth beaft in the former viiions j 
•^ yet he (hall come to his end, and none (hall 
help him." We may likewife prefume, that 
the end of this king (hall take pkce at the 
fame time with that of thefe little horns, and 
with the recal of the Jews from their difper- 
fion, which is menticmed according to the 
angel's promife to inform Daniel ** what 
ihould befal his people in the latter days.^^ 

The conjedure therefore that thefe are all 
branches of the same power, that muft to- 
gether die^ when their root is deftroyed, is 
thus far confirmed, 

lime of the Gentiles be fulfilled," that *' the time of the 
Gentiles," means ** the tin^e when they (hall be vifiuli^ and 
punijhedy^ and this accords with the time of the reign of 
Antichrift. He farther obferves, " Thus the Turks, or fame 
pther Antichriftian Power, may continue poflcffed cf 4he 
^oly Land till the' reftoration of the Jews: for we can 
hardly fuppofjp their way to it ihould then b§ opened by 
^hc conciuell of a Qrjftian power." 
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The Infidel Power a third Branch or Form 
(f Anticbriji jhewn 'to be predi&ed bj 
Daniel. 

: I fhall now take leave to fuppofe that I 
have fhewn the Mahometan as well as the 
Papal Antichrift to be clearly depiSed in the 
Prophecies of Daniel. — It remains to be 
examined whether the Infidel Antichrift was 
not as accurately drawn in the pidture^ 
though unobferved till the ftrong refleded 
light thrown upon it by recent events, 
brought out the lines. The objects firft ia 
chronological order were firft prefented to 
our view. And that this Iketch of .the In- 
fidel power, which we (hall find was after- 
wards more minutely finilhed, was not. //i- 
tended to be difcovercd till near the time of: 
the end ^^xkit, time for its appearance, is', I 
think, evident from the injundiiai of the an- 
gelic meflenger. ** But thou, O Daniel, ihut 
up the words, and fcal the book, evlen to the 
time of the end "^^'-^then ** many fhall run to 
and fro ; and knowledge Jhall increafeJ\-^^^ 
when Daniel " heard"^ the dcdaration o£ 
(he angel concerning " the time of. the end 

of 
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of thefe wonders, but underftood not/^ ^d 
aflced for an cjcpknation^ he vfss anfwcred, 
«• Go thy way^ Daniel: for the wdTds arc 
clofed up and fealed tiU the time of At end. 
Many fliall \tben\ be purified andtnade white 
and tried % but the wicked flidil do wickedfy : 
and none of the wicked ihall underftand, Imt 
the wife (hall underftand?' — or as Wintle 
renders this pafTage, /' But though none of 
the wicked will attend^ thofe of unckriland«> 
mg Jhall attend4* How far the pyefent dr^- 
cumflances of the world indicate the ar-^ 
rival oi this proniifed period of increafing 
knowledge of the Prophetic writings, it 
well becomes edch in his gemrsKtkm ta 
confider. 

The Reader will recoiled, that m^eii we 
Confidered the vifion of the beaflSt and die 
Rttle horn which ardfe among or afteriUlM tea 
horns, it was obferved that this vifioa pro*^ 
bebly contimed a defcripti<:>n of the whole of 
Antichrijt\ . The diftinifl: pidliires whidb 
we have &ice feen of the Mahometan and 
Papal forma of thiis powor, apt>ear to^conoi^ 
iimthis ideai And when we refkft npoa 
Ibe^penor fdetisiiity of the ^onclu^bn c^ 
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^is firft vifion, it will, i tbihk^ Teem proa 
jbabte, that in this ^eneml defcriptidn, tNe ^(1 
of the f<»Tns it ^s to afTume would ht thd 
im/i particularly nbtic3cd, if any wem paftii 
plarized above die red. We fl^ill^ £nd| f 
thitik, upon exuminatioci^ that this. wa^ xtiXLf 
the cafe^ It has already been fiatedi thdt 
^efe ten kingdoms do m nece£arify tp^^tAt 
fo belong tq the weftern divifion of the jcm- 
pire ; arid it feenis clear tKat this broken Jorm 
Is to remam till flie jtidgment is fee.^^ Wd 
are therefore* at liberty to fiippoib, thaft 4bit 
little horrs which is Andchiift, teprefents 
both the Mahometan pow^r in the Eaftx ^n4 
1^ Papa! poyv^er in ^e We^y whi«b were in 
fad: raifed tip ^nearly together : and iff the d6i- 
icription of thii^ horn be found fairly iappK* 
cdble to. o^o/jfifr power which was to veMk 
afttfwaris 'wid^n ib€ &ou/uis of the Mtmi 
'Rjoman Empire (as we g^th» ifrom the liott&r 

I" Wiietfaer the ysx\ liorsy of ^ beaft are ll^Mify fef 
kii^doms, oryk^er the number ten iijg^ifiet ocJjf (Ik^ 
^he Roman Empire wa^ to be broken into fhaf^ parts, and 
that during the exHlenceof ftiefe humr:6us]iin^dpmi £hfe 
Kttle horA Ihouldalrife, if ^ qifrflfcn not cafyto dfecWe.*-^ 
The fuppofition of t\m inie&m^ rmmbfiBc wouH icwmf^^ 
difficulty generally felt by all Expofitors ; but, as Archr 
Hfliop Seeker obferves, *• it doth not appear that any of the 
fiuinber^ in JDaniel mpan ilnceruunty J** aiid therefore i( 
fauil be admitted ^ith cautipli* '•'**' 

* •* dl?ratioiv 
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deration of other Prophecies)^ wc may as na- 
tuiraily ccmclude that it was defigned to repre- 
CeUt thdt power alfo. If this be granted, and 
fur^y it can hardly be denied, the different 
Opitlions of <p6tnmcntators refpedling this 
little horn, fo far fron^ being difcordant, will 
be found in iinifon; and niorc loudly found 
the harmony of Prophetic truth. ; 

Thofe who fee the Mahometan power iii 
*^. the little horn/* which arofe from the 
fourth beaft, generally fuppofe Egypt, Afia, 
and Greece, to be "the three homs plucked 
lip by the roots before it.*' Bifhop Newt<Mi "^^ 
in his application of this Prophecy to the 
Papal* power, confiders them to be the ex- 
archate of Ravenna, the kingdom - of Lbm- 
bardy, and the ftate of Rome; and ob- 
fervesS that " the Pope hath in a manner 
pointed himfelf out for the perfon defcribed, 
by wearing the triple crown." — We can at 
prefent form no opinion concerning the three 
homs which are to be eradicatedhy the Infidel 
power ; whether abfolutely kwgdoms he meant, 
jor whether independent ftate/ may be, confi- 
iidered as a fufficient explanation — but pof« 

V < Note, DijT. 14. 
» Newton, vol. 1/ p. 485, : / . 

terity 
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terity may be enabled to decide upon this fub- 
jedt perhaps more clearly than the partial ful- 
filment of this Prophecy has hitherto enabled 
us to do, refpedting the conqucfts of the Ma- 
hometan and Papal powers. 

In order to (hew that the application of 
this Prophecy to the Infidel power of Anti- 
chrift, fo far from doing any violence to 
received interpretation j does in fadt moxt fulfy 
exemplify, more accurately accord with it| 
in all fuch circumftances as the'fhort time 
that has dapfed fince its developement will 
allow us to difcern, I (hall (hortly (fate Bi(hop 
Newton's explanation, though he refers the 
defcription to the Papal power*. — " And 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes 
of a man, and a mouth fpeaking great 
things*^ — ** The eyes of a man denote bis 
cunning and forejigbt^ his looking out and 
watching all opportunities to promote his own 
intereft*' — the perfpicacity and cunning of 
this power, who is penetrating in myjierious 
craft ^. — " He had a mouth fpeaking very 
great things**^ — •* thundering out his bulls 
and' anathemas — excommunicating princes^ 
and abfohing fubje£ls from their obedience.^* 

» Newton, vol. 1. p. 487. * Wintle, &c. - 

— •• His 
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rr^*< HU Iqpk ms inwe ftoiJt tfeau ly^ ftl-r 
lows*'~*'* /&/V i^vmed fupemrity flv^ hi$ 
fellow Bifhops, spd Ij^iiigs, and %i|i§ri>r«''— ^ 
?* And he ftiall fpealj; great words 4K^/^ th« 
moft High*' (or,.»s Symfnachu^ Tcpd^rs «^ 
•* ^> the moft High/* which is as appro^ 
|)ri?te to the Pi]pacy i r a« ^^/7/>5/? . is |o Infi* 
deli^)^-^** j<^//^% *f/ hmtfelf aAave alt lawf 
4ivu3f %nd humm ; arttjg^ting te himfclf gcrfr 
like attributes, and titles of boJinefs. aod ^fl^ 
fallibility, exABing obedience to ijs ordinances 
i^4 decrees, in preference to, and in ofeti^ vh^ 
fyjion ^ reqfon, and ^cripture^ infulting meni 
md hiiifpheming Gad.'' — ** And he fliall weai^ 
^ 4Rit the faints " of tl^ rpoft High**-?—" ly wars 

■ It has been objefted by fome zeal^s Prsfeflanff^ tbft 
the term Jamfs caanot-be properly applied to lioman Ca* 
tbolics, and therefore that the pe'rfecution of the [prteflf by 
AeinftM pcfwer pi France tanAot be deemed any fulfilmerit 
4rft ttiis p»ophecy. Bui fiireljr the pUij and exemplary 
'^anduS of aiany profiffors of the Roii^ift leJigipfi, may 
certainly entitle them, in the ©pinion of /?// Chriiliahs, to 
the name of ftiints, or- holy men. We fhould ever dif- 
linguifc the ^^^/i«45f/ excellence of the profeffors, from the 
wpru^t end antichrifiian jdadfrms <f the Church if Rome : 
JV# ;^s we mjuiO: diflinguiih iht profligacy ^f in%ny of itS 
members, from the purity of the doBrines of the Church 
«)F England ; and no one will deny thiat the French I^evo- 
Itkfon has feparated the Wheat horn the Chaff iff a very 
remarkable manner. The perfecution of all religious prin^ 
cipki is, 'iw>w«ver, a fufficieiJl vmKoi ths, aattdbtiiKaii 
jp.QWer in the Image fet up in France. Fourtli edition. 

and 
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W m0^re4 md inqiufimns; perfecuting 
und d^raying the faithful fervants gf Jefus^ 
and the true worjhipfers of God^ who proteft 
againft his inaovations, and refufe to comply 
with the idolatry pradtifed in the Church of 
Romc**^— ^W he Jhall think to change times 
ig^d /aws — '' appointing fads and feafts^ ca«» 
mxii%it\g iaints» granting pardons for finSn 
inilkttting new modes of worihipt impo£ng 
new articles of faith, enjoining new rules of 
pradice, an4 revering ft plfofure the laws 
4oth of God and man.\' 

And now let the unbiafTed Reader judge^ 
whether this defcription of the little hom of 
the fourth beaft be not morejlrikingly applicable 
tpi^I nfidel power ^ which we have feen ariTe 
ill Frapcc, than even to the Papacy of Rome*» 
— ^If St. Paul's defcription of " the Man of 
Sin^* be found equally applicable (and that it 
is, has been fetisfadlorily fhewn by Mr. 
Jones y) — if the fccond beaft in the Re vela* 
tion, which has hitherto baffled enquiry, ap- 
pears from examinati(»i to be the exadi^ apd 

* Thii fubje£l Mi^ill be more fully examined in the 
Chapter i^pop Infidelity. 

^ In tvfo Sermons printed in 1794, and 1795, at the 
^eiSreoC numbers who ^^ere flruck with the truth of the 
application, 

as 
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as it were the appropriate tf^t xA this izxks^^ 
recently-arifen Power — z Power which the*i 
antient Prophets and the Apoftles of our Lor*: 
repeatedly declare was to arife **^in:the lat-^: 
TER TIME ^ tife time appGinted fir indignoi^- 
tion^'' — in tbtl(^tter times^ in4ic la/idays^^^^ 
we cannot iurely require ^tnore evidence of- 
the juftnefs of the application.-^We fhall be 
no longer •* (haken in mind'* at the progrefe 
of fuch amazing wickednefs, when we fee ^ 
that it is fulfilling the ^* fure woid of Pro- 
phecy," and underftand what is to be thp ' 
end thereof.** • 



The General Opinion concerning the second 
Beast in the Revelations^ conjidered to be 
erroneous. 

It muft be confeffed, that the numerous in- * 
terpretations concerning the fecond beaft men- ^ 
tioned in the Revelations of^St. John, arc^* 
neither compatible with each other; nor iktis-' 

* Even if we date' the hegiming of thefe days of ven- ' 
geance from, the deflrufHoa of Jerufalem, .the Bapal. and J 
Mahometan powers, which arofe together about the year 
600, or 7S0, cannot be confidered as completely fuljgllfing 
this Prophetic intimation. 

faiSlofy 



Ihift iBe Second. ' 369 

fik6tor)r ift their application. — And this ac* 
knowledgment very confiderabljr ftrengthens 
the opinion, ^^t this hieroglyphic creature 
delineates a Pcwif a» diftindt from Popery, as 
Bopery is from Mahometatiifm, but which 
Power had not a vifibk exiftence when moil 
of thefe interpr^ations were written. Accord* 
ing to the mode of explanation moft com- 
monly adopted, there appears a degree of repe^ 
tition in the Prophecy, and a defcription of 
the fcmu thing in different wqrds^ and in 
difi^ent ways, which we do not ieem autho- 
ri^ed to conclude is really the truth. For it 
fliould be obferved, that to defcribe the fame 
appearance of a power in various ways, is 
totally different from dcfcribing ihtfame power 
as appearing under different forms %t different 
periods of time. ** The Pope and his Clergy,** 
for example, is furely only the Papa/ Power 
fixed at Rome\ " The Greek Church,*' 
which 'was once Sir Ifaac Newton's idea, 
csttmot be a right application, becaufis it fepa^ 
rated from Rome before that city became the 
feat of the Papal Empire. Tht firji bead is 
coniidered fa^ Daubuz, as denoting, the Anti« 
chriftian civil powers which were to be within 
the Roman Empire, during the fecond period 

« S6e Mede, Wbifton, Newton, Waple, |k« 
VOL. X. B B of 



of thft ehUrck; and the fe^ofid faeaft af tia»^^ 
cng the AnCiChriftian ecclrfic^p^ie^l pbwisii 
during the fafne fpac^ of time; apd tke^efom 
fei? fuppoftsi th? tWQ •Mwo^hotTO** to beiiho 
line^ of the ^A&ops of Rome and of Con^^ 
titoople.-r-LowniaD coofiders the fdcond bcaft 
to be '* the. Holy Roman Empire ' dkblilheai 
in Germany,^ — Vitringa regiacds it as the 
Inquifitioo^ and the Dominican afad Frao^ 
cifcan orders, of Monks. -rr-Bifliop: Newtohi 
"Whifton, Pyle, Biflibp Hurd, and Dr. 8. 
Clarke^, coofider the fixft as the *' feculas 
beaft/' or the Civil pimer^ Qi the Fajpal£mpixe 
of Ronie, a^ing not only ^ Rome, biit by iti 
ten horns, or ten kingdoms, which were:ifonjti-i 
<d after the firil Empire was broken by the 
northern naticAis; and they fuppofe the 
ficond beaft to. be the Ecciefiq/iical power of 
Rome. 

'Hiere arc indeed maay objeftions tcxthefe 
interprctatipns, beiides famcnej) in thi faeailsi 
and repetition of reprefentation. -fr The jff^i? 
|)e»(l of the Revelation^, and the Httle honk 
of Daniel, are geaerally aUo>wed to rmcan ;t2» 
Jkw pwfcr>; whatever that poik^er may be.-^ 
Npw if */f^ the civiipovyex: be defignated, ifli 
what was the Antichriftiah horn divers from 
the Qdie;^ tsn^h^tasj {vouT/ faO]cas» or heads^ 
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arofc out of the Grecian kingdom, two of 
which foon fubjeded the two odiers. — ^There 
is nothing therefore remarkable in the coming 
up of the little horn ; it is either the kind of 
horn that is extraordinary, or xh^jcircumftance^ 
under which it arifes. We are told^ *• AH \4L^. 
the world wondered after the'* (jirft or, what 
is termed by Newton and other Commen-* 
fiators, the fecular) " beaft.*'— The world was 
too much accuftomed to Afiatic and Bomari 
defpots to wonder at civil tyranny. It furely: 
mjufl: have been its monftrous coalition with 
tpif<jopacy-— its being ** feated in the temple 
of God, (hewing himfelfas God, and fpeak4 j 
ing great things and blafphemics"-^--/>r^/i;^/z^^ ( 
'^i rgligion of the Lamh, and yet perfecuting \ 
his faithful fervants, which excited fo ifuich / 
aftonifliment. — *' The mouth that was given * 
tinto this beaft, fpeaking blafphemies, and 
eke power to make war with all the faints and 
to overcome them," defignates the perfecuting 
fpirit and power of Ecclejiajiical Rome in this 
.firft general defcriptipn; but when the beaft 
appears again% with the woman (or ** the 
great city," as this fymbol is explained by 
the angel) fitting upon it, M^ marks of the 

•* Rev. xiii. • Rev. xvii. 
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beaft are omitted, and tht woman is ddfc^ibtd 
as *' arrayed in purple, and dfufikeii with^liie 
blood of the faints and martyrs*/*-*-^ And it 
iiannot, I think, be eaiily fuppofed, that^ the 
woman and the fecond beaft rt^ttitvit tbifmid 
pawer^ which by implijcation they muft do 
According to thefe interpretations of its mean- 
ing. — ^Wc fee then the unim of the jcivit and 
dte ccclefiafticar* power of the Ghurdi g$ 
Rome, both in the little hom of Daniel^^ 
and in the firft beaft of the Revelations. ^ We^ 
may obferve loo, that the Dtagofi^ the emblem 
cF Pagan Rome, *• gave his power to ihis 
beaft," which I conceive to reprefent the 
junAion of idolatry with civil znd religious 
tyranny , and this muft indeed ktm xoonierfid 
in a profeffedly Chriftian Church. • ,i 

■ ■ :) 

Another reafon for believing the feccxid 

beaft in the Revelations a Power diftiniiixom, 

the firft, is; that there are many pai&gesJn 

-> ■ '• •:.!:. A 

^ The woman or the^r^a/ city of Rome is Jiittsd t^ 
or fupported by the Beaft or ecclefiaftical tyranny. It waff.^ 
antichriilians claim of the Bijhtip of Rome to^unlvirjalfuprim 
macy in the churchy which refiored to the city of Rome the 
Jicular power, which had been taken away . from it, by 
Odoacer^ and thus it was that civil and ecclefieffikM tyfwAiy 
were united in papal Rome. Fifth Edition. . ;; ^ 

• And particularly in the Roman " king," 

- ' : .4 ^ the 
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t^ A$Qfti«'^ '4«i€fipcbn of *' the perilous 
tkiicsm jJbf ig^^d^f'* which can hardly be;, 
applkd to. the Papa/ or. the Mahometan Anti«: 
chriil», '^uid cerjtoinly ^[u>t to . C/w7 tyranny. 
uaconne^ed with rcligkw. 

'. It is r«RUirk9bIf»» th«t in the furft Epiftle tc^. 
TtflFiothy, St. Psurs. prcdidioii* rdative to. 
? : the latter /i]n^^.r/' appUesJtf eyfiy paiticulai;, 
^i tbt Ptf^4?/ Anti^ift — And that m ^h<r 
^<?Wi/»EpJftk he fays, *• This know ^.that 
M ^ hft days. perilous. tiooes Ihallcoiac, foe. 
moir OwW be^ &c/\ In the application df^ 
thc(e words to ^ law period of time^ we s^e 
authorised hy the>opinion of a moil prof(Mind 
and &gai;ious iaterpretj^ of Scripture*. It^is^ 
obferycd hy Jofeph Mede», •* that the laft 
times, fimply and in general, are the times 
of Chriftianity : the lall times mfpecial gnd 
egmparoiiv^^oT the-latter tiipes of the lail ( 
times, are the timfs of the apoilacy under J 
Antichrift/'-^And we have, I think, clearly 
icm that /* die latter e;nd of the days of veru 
geance,"' which fite " the times of thp, 
apoibcy under Antichrift,'' are occafiqnalljr 

^ S^ ir Tipi|. ill, 9nd the four firft v^jrrei of tbe fburUi 
chapter, quoted page 29^, 

f Mcdc'i Works, "p. 904. 
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exprefsly difimguijhei. The iftond attdi Aifd 
chapters of the fecx3nd of l^f * afldcii»t 
Epiftle of St, Jud€^, do certainlf bddfijf tf» 
little to the Papal ptrwir of Aittkhri#.-i^ 
But do we know of no I^owMin i^rfnf^ 
days^ to which this defcription will moft 
accurately apply? Is it pdffiUe t^ c^w afniire 

^Kaft pilJIurt of APOSTATE iKFltffiLlTt/ 

united with i)Ej*6cmATrc TTltA>mV> A*id' 
|f , upon examination^ we find any coritfj^oAdf* 
ing marks of this dreadful pdwer in the 
ftcpnd beaft of the RevelatioM, having ^Nttdy 
^ttx\ them 11^ the prophecy of D!aiikl> wtt 
not this agreenient add fo much weijght to 
the feparate teftimony of each, 4s alfogerW 
to tie nearly demoniliiative evidence td^ th« 
truth of the opinion and the juiliit^s of the 
application ? - 

But though /£rom the various cifCutn^Mtti^ 
already ftated, we cannot be futpitlld. ihfit 
moft of ihe learned Commentators haV4 failing 
in their ^.ttempts to explain a Ptophtocy* i^- 
fpeftihg events which to them wert veifed^fy 
fhturity; we have the authority of \/&*r, 
who, either unfettered by fimilar prejudices, 
or endowed with fuperior fagacity, Icsmfied 

* See p, SOS — 309. 

cpn-s 
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k^ bootee Uictfee oicr isditaiiatibn^ and omfirm 

; the \ofkAM wluch is oow ofit|€d to the ccki^ 

• iideratidii fof 1& pbUick.— The fiifliop of 

-Mca^x^ aml>tlK]eamed^roti«is, aj^oachcd 

-iaore.]laarI)r tortfie iriitk than Ips been uftiaUf 

^ ie&agin^,' w&eir they fdppo&d the Tecood 

' J«lfe J^^Jcni^jPi^^ *• felfeLy. fo 

ftDtd/'-^CIe. tiartlejr, m the coRchifibn of 

htsd01^f^ntu>QS'cQ Ma^^ a»x£idq*s '^ Invlv 

iMift(nris £bc Beaft/' — ilt is. aHb hifi opiiiioni 

that when the world ihould be arrived at 

afemajR^tlegrwof d5?/>rj^/>jr; it wil l thgn be if 

feregarcd/fot .*'^ ihe times of d^olMJon.^^'^xi 

Ifaac l^ewtQn, and Dr. Clarke, ipterpretcd 

" the reign ©f the Be»ft*' to be ** t»e open 

AV^AL 0* l!iFiPEWTY'**^Tfcfey farther 

cdfijeaured, that *• the Me of Religion iit 

Urance^ and the iiiahneirs of the age, com^ 

jained with the Divine Oracles ; to anncwmce '/ / 

tke^Ti^^i^ rtigh of tie Be^''^Axiik ' ^ ' 

fh^ cotiiddered it ai }>robable^ ^hat the Ec^ 

jclefiaftical Cbnftilutioh of France would fopix • 

be fubyertedv. and that the Aandard of Infi^ 

^tty wtoki be fifft ftt \X2 there \'' And 

they 

* Sec the conclufion of Hartley's Obfervatipns on 

^aiupublilhed by G. Nicol— Whifton's Life, andCbrke'i 

Woriti. The conjcQure formed by Mr. Fleming con- 

»84 ceming 



37^ IniraduB6ry Cbafier t§ 

xhey fuppofed Rev. xi. 7. to rekteto dikr< 
important ara inthQChriflian worM. ^* Aii4? 
when the^^ '[the two witneffi^} HasLl lAvi^ 
finiihed their teftimony, [wOxMbttj^^^ng^^ 
o( :4>e aUut ta finifo^ theif teftun^ii9r-4«««itf^* 
they were to prophefy tht iuat nvxakm^^^ 
Yfsffs as the firft beaft^ that is, xltel^dte. 
h^aft that afcendeth [^t is, afcifuktbi«k U' 
amending at the ( time that tiie witMlKti 
Vf.Jvii^if^ tbeir^ teftimony] out. of diebou^ 
tomlefs pit, (hall make war againft tkaVsitnd '- 

cerniag the ddBtx^voxi, of the /Vvnri MnMf^ vndflr 
the fourth vial, befoce, or about the year 1794, printed 
nearly a hundred yean ago, remarkably coincides with this 
cohclufion — ^With recent fa£la — and with the general idea 
of the Prophetic writings contained in this ch^ter. Low- 

iman,^ BHhpp Newto^, apd.feveril (xhers Jiave ^fgia^:^ 
France as fhe fcene of fome great d^nge, or fome 
dreadful event that would particularly zSeSi the church of 
God. ' ' ' . ^ 

i^WhetherFlwrTng'siopinion refpeftin^ ^••tlic^ilit. 
aeffe^*' be ^uallyi.yrell Jfoun4ed with bi8,.ifai»|e^tiie^itlt 
lative to FranceV muft remain a jqueflion, , H^ %IV^ifS| 
'•the witnefles w6re (lain" immediately bJefore .th^|lc-j 
I formation, and " afdiended up to the hesfven of 'f^ft and 
fecuriiy when the Pro^eftant Churches iw«fie efUbMOiibd.^ 
\ T^s opinion, with which fiiOiop Newtoa.^^Lai^njsiilb^ 
/leafhea Commen^tors concur, is very confqlaitQrya(^tbJ4| 
/ period of genel-al' attack ; but I confeH: it appears t& me to 
\ be attended with too many difficulties to be adopted with 
( confidence. ! .. * • ^ 

. . ;i fliall 



N 



-Fart the Sumiv i ypf: 

diffi' tfmcsine -and- kdl themc'^-^it ii«i&- 
^ppctar evoienrtfaa^tfae-beafttitas' dcfcfibed'ii^y 
tfas^lme;wi^tlie'-fo;QOGh;b«iift'. of- thethir-- 
MBHth dnpter o£^Revelad«ts, xthidi ** afeetid^< ^ t'/' 
«di.otit of tbs «iirA&/*: iKrltorr we 'coafiieter tfae , 
B iim^ious .p«flages hr Ser^ure; whidvindk' 
caHrthat f ^ the bettomfcfit pii^ ^doo- «0f meaft* 
<&r fimeias-jbe'J^^. And thiscpoiht ;mll ^^^T^., 
UiBdp^- tiiibwr asonfidetable >light -up<xi the ^■^^^''^'/r 
iiifaie£l-as we prbceedTiii our cndttiwort »)^I/wj5^J 



The iNriDEt Pow^fc (fAnikiriJiJhevohn 
he prediSled alfo in the Mevelation, 

. It ifr coilfidered as an diabK(hed point, dial 
thebeaft-with fe^^en heafds and fen horns, and 
di^.woitiati Bpon whpfe forehead was written, 
•• Myfterjr, Babylon the great, the mother 
«f ha»loft> and abomftiatibns of the earth*,** 
denote the Papal Ahtichrift, whofe feat w 
Ronie» and that the duration of this Anti- 

chrifH^a 



57f IntHaiaSS^ Hhmfeitr to 

lAnftiAiPdtmr Mzito be iik6i5jt»n^^^lBtk 
4ttfl|«tfl^ b«s bcte;to lindiorftaiid dte mcasmg 
6C;** thi bcaft iiM^ comes uf^iout of drf» 
eiitw^^-'^'hiid two i&orbs Hbe a iairibt ^m^- 
^pifce ^ a dragon* t«eri^i&di sXk\ the powte 
of the fiiA'beaftJbefore htm» jSJ^caufediTdie 
mrtband tfacAi t]»at ditfeil thdrem tb wdt{l«p 
^ ififft beoft xididfe'.dead^^^iraimd .\v^ 
ktMed/-^^*^ deeiiVedi nrany b^ infeafas 0I 
airtcks {ifa^ttdbir) which: dhe had power td 
do in the fight of the beaft» fayifig to ibeili 
that dwell in the earth, that they Oicmld make 
an image to the beaft, which had the wound 
by a fword and did Jive — and had power to 
give life unto the image of the beaft; that the 
image of the beaft (hould both fpeak, and 
ca^f^ tba(<9li«is^y'iis would tiot^v^foeClipt&e 
image of the befl^» fliould bfe k'SkA i itod he 
caufed all, both fmall and great, rich and 
poor, ireOf fn(t be^ 4o t^J^jb z, mfdrklin 
ifieu: right ]^and<>r in iktm Ibmhiea^^ anA 
tl^.nojnann^ght tni^ err fell, &ve he thali 
Jbad the markt or narfte of thei beaft, oif the 
miraber.of his xmix* Herei i^ wi^oife. IM 
\^vcui\m hath und^t0ftddi]:tg (teunt the niMab^ 
Qf.tlyc bcaft.. got it is theiiwribetof a«i»)J 

« Rev, joii^ It, ftcV ^ 



vaAim tmbha; is fix kuaArdi rdblraclcwf 

and few . '. • ^'f 't 

rShc Hxfk beaft kidk out of fhcjkt. lihiltMff 
*in the'^ropbeiicd Iztxgui^gb^mtt 'of. or tlatrng^ 
^Ictic. cbrtaaototikf vtmi )siail tmralts^ or 
itimss' of vteiaice andf troid^kd.'^^^ 
4iekft^^aiit'ofdii? r^^/i^^ that isyxeoidis^ 
to gtmiil fftterfiretfatiim, enuftlf >hb retwfe 
lof the iitil defariptioa: -^ rifiMg. 'graJtddff im. 
tfme$:0f (^akh and qiiiiet, Itke a ipbnft out^ftf^ 
the earth, wkkh «flablittt$ ;i^^ impQrcc|ifii. 
tibly by a thoufand roots, before it fiiews its 
inscl, and //ent/y attains itjs <kft«ked; htf^ht 
^i4nd ftrength. 

This'bcafthas ** two hams Hfce a lata*." 

:Hdm8 are the acknowledged iytDbol^ of 

itteogih w pgfwer^ — the firft beaft Ims- ten 

. iioim^,. mbkh are expldaed' by the* angel' to 

■ Various have been the conjeftures concerning this 
uayftical Tiuraber-*-^/<:jr/tfx JRf7/7 ^«^a title which the 
Popes have affumed to themfelves, ancf Bav^ thus made 
ii the number (f a marly and fcaiired to be' infcribed oV6r 
|iM d&cir'of the Vatican,. hxzMy nhafces^' 6e6r, . Wheu^ lii. 
^j}thered according to the nuntfral (Unification of hs 
potiftituteht letters. Lateinos (the \wrd ipentione4 hy 
Irens^Us), .Romith^ and LuJavicus,. elcli contains, the lame 
tiiiitiber. Seii P}leon the Re^^datfoiX^r, p, i<W> inttFfenif. 

be. 



ttl^^m JlifigdoD^s whkh give tKof pow€r>.te 
the b«aft, iM th\}S increafed hi$ ^vfl ff^woc 
But the boins of tlie fecond beaft are of :^ 
ftfuffar itHdi they are ^* Irke a lamb^or^ke 
Iimb§'' whkh {ytiAiol throughout the Rorda^ 
tkiM Mpfefaits ChriA^^-It is 4ii$ which Itti 
c^peckliy kd to ^ opinicn tl^;^the-lecoiid 
iKttft is the EcckfiqfikaJ pdwtr o£ Rotne^ h&i 
bstdik ikiit£e horns tnuft dencAe fimutbing 
i/AiiiAkJiem to be like Chrifthinity^-^th^ 
ttre Hot faid io 6e the horns of a Iamb, hot 
Mi^ or f^emhling^ the horns of a lambt ^ ^ :> 
4"'i i . •• . . t< , " . , 

< «« He fpeaks (however) as"^ in the fame 
tnanner with " a dragon ^ or the dragon M 
As words proceed from the heart, or foul, or 
inifid, which arc truly the man, the reai 
ffto/i^r? of this perfonage is thus declared iii 
^fery plain terms, and fo are the arts by 
W^icb he fliall obtain and fupport his 
jj6%ver.;' 

n lif a|)pears then, that this fecond beaft i^ 
not td wear the form of civil tyranny, but 
is to derive^ his power or ftrength from its. 
Jeinblanee to the religion of Chrift, or the 
Lambj hy^which it will deceive many (who 
are elff where faid to be uncjer the influence 
of ** ftjrong xlclufion, andi. to believe a Ue**), 
' and 



and'^wilt /ihiergam poOeffiwi^of pulrtk^oi^^ 
deough this *^ feduemg foim oi goS^b?\ 
l>reathe& in reality <^ thi^ c^ftrine of dcvilf^f , 
>^It is ufoally underftepd that this fiNWi^ 
bcaft is calkd^" '' the falie ProfJket^fym 
!Ssic[5rr4wbidi^wsis taken, with 4diOY(iii^) 
beKfti^--^a6df^ /^^ therheaft thstarifet^ 
the bottonfd^s pit'^ (or '^ hell m wiiicli;thf 
^ragoQ i^ afterwards bound'") *^ md dun 
ipak^ waragaii:^ the witnefibs^ overcpnetb 
and kxBetb thenib'* This d^fcnption^ ^reei 
perfedtljr with that of hi$ Fifiog^ out pfthf 
€artbt but (unlefs the pit and the fea mesn 
tbevfamb', which I- think they" cannot fnean) 
;?(?/ witb that of th« beafl which riiJrth/QMt of 
the Tea.— ^It agrees* 1 ajfo with * the power of 
the fec(»id beaft to jpw^, power rtd the maff 
of tlttiirft beaft, y to caiffir that as <nany ai 
wouldMiot worfliip the image of the beaft 
ihould) he killed."' —^TJiiis fecond^ beaft did 
not appear to make the image of the firft beaft 
himfelf, but be caufed them that dwell in the 
earth to make' it: having &ifik^ deceived, th/^ 
into obedience to his will by t moans of th$ 
miracles or wonders^ which he bi^d power t^ 
do in the fight of the firft beaft; that isi^ 
before the expiration of the- la^o yeacs^ ,o{ 

^ •JR.cv. xix*«0. » Rcy^i xi. T.> \ , 

within 



5l| inthMkBbty Ghaptit /# 

iirfAiilkie kingdom.-^And fo abiblute and 
umim^l WAS his. fway, that *' ftnall suid 
gniair, lidi and poor, bcotd and free/' fc/r^ 
Jifrhed of tMimnnrce mtb tUM^ andciwl 
pwiifga ^Afiy if tbiy dM not in feme voiy 
pr 9tb^ fnstki prt^^n of obedience to bk 
toftfHtuHons und decues\ smd adopt fome %i4 
m wear ibme mark denoting their enrdbnfiBt 
Into the fervice of the beaft and his imager 
by vdiich they are themfelve^ formed into 
«» . j^ociati^ or fraternity .^^hxid a)} men zxt 
nmfidered and ** treated as worthy of deaths 
mbo refiife an entire fubmijfi^n^ in any farti* 
quiar^ totbefe decrees ^J* The fecgnd beafl^ 
and the image to^ wbicb he gives hfe, zx!^ then 
JTERsccuTiNG powoTS. Thts fccond beaft 
^* exercifech aii the power of the firft hcaft^** 
that is, his tyranny extends over the ntinds as 
n^las the bodies oi vcitii^^^dRskx ffiritual 7& 
^imdl as their temporal interefb*— their r4%xAfir/ 
as well as their gvil Hberties — h^ was " to 
make war with the faints and to overcome 
Aem, and to have power over all kindred»» 
and tongues, and nations/' 

% Lowiaao^^p. 100, but applied by him to the Pope. 
^ Lowmaot p/l9Q. 

Daubuz 



^itmng the firA btaft^ or Fapal Bmxm 

yfhmi ^e etnpix^ was F^w. ^ It w^a tke 
f&m<v? wHQ:gft^ p&Ynr to^ the fieft fasiftjadiD 
%l|:e, gff9Jt tilings mid bkfphfin«i«9 ai^all 
^* dwell OR tb^ e^rtli woifliippai. tky: 
dragon and the beafl, exo^ thofb ivt9i«fe 
names are written in the bcx>k of life of the 
l4m]t>^^. froca thef<bi»idatipaof tine woild/' 
And thefc(?o^ heftil: h«». alio the power i)f the 
dragon ^ \y}^i^/pirii diM^s^ Ms words^ ar 
d9^]:i^ 9pd ccw)ci9i|tad$r-thyt this wioQexiQa, 
tj^p r^nl omgin pf hiiS. ppwer, is mmvuxm^ 
4p9iK;^aJ^fd from thc.world» who am tiai: fi> 
i^i^h Jfubdued^ $fi i/^<;^i w<^' iplx). ful^jei^^ fer 
it is to be rena^rked, that thijs focoi^id bcaft 
];ia^ HQ.aaftrks whatever of civil powcrnrfThr 
^pimterfei^ Jik^ni^ii; t^ tb^. Kr'S^n)!^ ^Siidiuwii. th«B 
at firfl to believe th^t.hts: power is from 
beayen, ^^ l:^ca¥J^ Qf the wondera that he doth 
dn their £gW tQ ea^peA f ifoia hk^ itfwar^ 
happinefs, and by di^gre^^ t^: i»llQW \m 
orders im^licitly^ however eontradiijlpi^'to his 
yretenfions to true mora^ty^^ trntkaW^sgenuimt 
TAl%m (whiqh indeed f^uft 9y©r «(«'iMf iniiml 
virtue) till they are led ** to make an image 
by his direction/* which fhall punifh their 

credu- 



Apm » tii^idd of ^ttr ig^iifi^^ orili&r 
fM^ft^ ; and to wbkitt by A:iknai9eii8fatu« 

4|0CwkliAriid»g tfaffmii«^ it cnntrs. '^i'lxy 
iUaj^pheroed the name of God, which -bith 
power over thefe plagues j and repented not, 
to give him^glorjr V* . . 

. . (httt JMane is made 10 ri^i/e^d j%f 

4)eaft^ bat it Is whofly unconiicftcd witH if, 

except as they both belong tp Antichrift*— r 

Jt is the Jesmd which ^/^/ />^^^ aad <£fi^^. 

:«yr;i^»r^/»iii«r.'^Itvfft cdled. ihe image of ^the 

cfirftr beaft^— whidt -fignifics the fame union* 

of tyratmy,' hlafpHcmy, and iiJolatry^ openfy 

otertedi which, it is to be^obferved, the 

Uq&oA betA does nbt av0w^ or appear tb ejtert 

«®f maintain, but Jecretfy^ produces afid uphoEis 

rift: the image which he caufed to;be noadc, 

/The form of the firft beaft, it ihould be 

xremadbedywas made up,«f the four beafts that 

ttprdfeiited to P»iidl the four 'grtat empireis 

of the ^ earth; but there is' fonie change in the 

order in which they are meiitioiM5d.ri-It is 

WAin^0^e but this* order may in future be 

' found 



j^Miod ; ^plicakle to the iiourje €f hftM^mfls 
Aveirthe kingdaifis the^ origma% -repMi^ 

" hfMuns afth^ magi ntlade hke-ebe-^M^i^^ 
W« ihay^tben. fiippafe that- ^ tM^^^ iMk 

V- •'^'^•'-. '- •• ^ •- '- -^ •'^'^'J 

^ Since this Work vras firft puMidbe^r i l^ave fe^i llie 
folbwing remark) in the Genlleihail's Magtxine fior 
Jicuie 1799 ; which, th0ug)i b0I writfen vfidi Mifr^ievr 
to the fyfiera adopted iri thefe Vokiines^ A>,i»f»ft cos- 
tribute towards its elucidation, by. (hewing the Jiim/fs 
of the Image to the frfi Beak "The feven Meadt 
appear to mean the confederated Repttblki-«*-K the 
French Republic ; ^« the Batttvian ; i» die Oifidpisif^; 
4. the Ligurian; 5. the Roman; 6. .the Heli^ctic^ 
7. the Piedmontefe. As the indq)endence of the fix laft 
is nominally acknowledged by the firft, the Confederacy 
ihay not inaptly be coihpared to ak Seben-headed Mo^'ef i 
though the defpotic influence, whith Fftulct really exel* 
cifes over all the others, forbids us %o recogir^ize thepi 
as feparate bodied ; Ffance '* having the Mouth fpeaking 
great things/* 

* This author's application of the ten H(»ms to theteft 
Sovereigns whom France has difpofleiTcd of a part, or 6f 
the whole of their dominions, appeirs to be le£i accunttv 
as indeed it is likely to be^ unlefs we confider the rei^ 
0{ Infidelity at already nearly expired, or as confined to 
Ffamt^ for the feat of its power. But the Reader will 
clearly perceive that I confider the reign ^ilnfid(ftity^ Or 
the fecond Beaft, as likely to be extended over many 
kingdoms ; and though it has ndfisd up the Inuigi of Dfm$m 
erotic Tyrmnj^ firfi in France* Time alone can determine 
voi« I. Cc whether 



^$6 7ntfoiu&ory Cb^^ttrto^ 

feven headfi with the name 6t blafpbtlttj, 
and ten horns with crowns upon th^nx***--^ 
the ifven heads^ are explained by the angel 
JO reprefcnt the Roman Empire, znd/ormdf 
gavertime»t^ — the ten homsr-^with crownifi, 
the ten kingdjxns into which the empire wa^ 
brpktn*, — ^and the crowns ten kings over 
,them which were •* to receive power, one 
. JiQur with the.beaft,** **,to give tlieirpofver 
to him for a time, but afterwards to turn 
againft thfe feat of his tyranny y." It is like 
*• unto a leopard," i\grnif\t\gjw^tnefr^ and 
a motley mixture of people— and in Daoiers. 
vifiOTi the Grecian Empire.-^'''' Its feet are 
as the feet of a bear,*' cruelly ftamping on all 

whether the fame Image will not fucceffiveiy appear "ia 
other countries previous to the termination of the power 
of Antichrift. Certain it is, that the fyftem, which I 
|iave prefumed to offer ^s an explanation of the Prophecies 
; concerning Aniichrift, does npt dq>eAd upon the .C9n. 
tinuance or the deftruftion of the power of France^ 
Poftferity alone can pofitively determine refpefling its 
ftruth or Error, 

• See note, p. 410. . . 

. « See Daoiers Prophecy,, p. 34 J, 34-5 » , / 

y Nothing is faid in the Revelations of the fall of t6i«e 
of thefe horns— as the littU horn appears now in its yfe// 
fmver^ as the bea/i^ that period of its hiftory muft t>Q fup« 
pofed to be paffed ; Wd 1 xonfeft there being ^/7/ //)r, in- 
cliikQi me to fopfiffetfaat t^a diuio^es^esi indefinite nuriibir/^ 



' :^"Pari the ^vconl ' *3§*f 

ItT^pie^, and ftanding'in the former Vifion 
"for Per^a-^^^ its mduth as the mouth of a 
liofi**— iwhith reprefented Ajjyriu^ or Babylon 
*^ •--'itfelf the well kfloWil type of Antichrift, 
becaufe of its pridc^ blafphemy, atld cruel 
treatment of the fervants of God ; and which 
crimes are partfcularly marked by 'the inoutb 
of the lion, Whofe tremendous roar *' maketh 
air the hearts of the forfeft to quake/* *• It 
has a .mouth fpeakin^ great things and blaf* 
phemies, and it opens its mouth in blafpherri/ 
againft Gocf, to brafphcme his name, and his 
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.*'—^ 
The deadly wound of one of the heads' of 
ihe firft beaft — the ten king* givitig it their 
power for a time, and then thaking war 
againft it — the conqtieft of the ' three king- 
doms mentioned by Daniel, , and fhe power 
given him by the dragon againft the faints, 
are not properly defiriptive of htmfelf^ but 
cfrcumjiances of his hijiory,' v/h\ch may or 
may not belong to the hiftory of the image, 
but with which however the hiftory of the 
image will in fome refpeds probably be found 
to agree. 

Here then in this Image, (tt up by the 

fewer of the Dragon, wc find difplayed to 

our view, the fame tremendous union of tivil 

c c a and 



^^f^ligiotisiyrannyyihich the firfl boaft.p^ 
ielTed^ fupported hy the falfehwd ami. impqfr 
Hire of the fecond beaft who caufed it tob^ 
made by the dupes to his artifices. The faiQ?; 
blafphcmjr againft God and his churcbt m^ 
hii faithful fervants-«-the fame defpofic rule 
iOVer the earth in civil and religious aiSiirSi^ 
ffiufl be vifihle m this image^ But it does n^t 
necefTarily follow that this per fecutiog pQWiepf 
Aiould adopt the famd . mode of perf^utioiiTrr 
proceed upon the fame principles^ or. disject 
jtfelf againft the fame pcrfqnp— It dofasi w/^ 
neceflarily fbllow that it Oiduld fpeak tf>efamf 
words of bhiphany, . 0p that it« d^ofifm 
(boiild war the y^mr J^rm as t|iat wbijch d^ 
iirft beaft aifumeti-^-Aiid ind«$d^ I canpqc 
but thkikt thtt 'winrn the£rft ^egil aqdthe 
ktii^t am em ipaici with sittectioo, it will 
^pear\that a d^itifMrkk Aefe riefpe^^s Js 
fiVongly marked.; and that the reiga of tj^ 
hntige of theli^ft u yet more tr^triendou^.Jf^ 
ks^^^^s^ Upoii the eternal iflto-efts c^f n%^Tr 
klfid, arid everi.;more gcocrally opprdiive irf 
tifce'^ker»iotts o£ hs civil pavrer^— It pi; fei^ pf 
the firft beaft generally, that ** all thej,wo^|4 
worlhipped the dragon which gave power to 
^e^^bwte?, iand. thiey worflbipped the betfft" 
qlfoi — fignifying the idolatrous fpiritual 
power, and the temporal or fecular power 
*' •' . united 



untied in rtie feat 6f Rome.— But tt is^faid 
of the vcciiigt particularUf^ that ** as mai^'a^ 
"i^'ould hot' worfhip ehis image, ihoiild ^0 
killecl by it," and that il flhbuld.caufe all ^r-. 
fe>ns of every rank and condition^ which at^ 
6xprefsJy mumeratedti^v^stt to rccehre a marl^^ 
acknowledging their fubmiflioii «• ^tta<?h-.' 
mcnt,' 6r to' bi deprived of their civil rig^t& 
andprivifeges.-^Now it is declared by at); 
angel in ^he following chapter, that^ " if any 
man worfhip the beaft and his iiaoage, voA, 
deceive liis mark in hii forehead, or in his 
hand; the &me (kill dHnk <^' the witteof 
^e Wrath of O^At which'is^KxQred out wh^ 
6ut' ttiixturc inn^ipe htf. of hi: wdrgnkSiW' ?, 
£nd he (^1 W fbrmeitted with % stndbrifti^ 
ftohd in- the f>r^^<»i6f~tbe<hti^aQgekj- and 
in the prgfenc^ <^ 4lb'iii»A> I'land (he finokfi 
Tfif their tdrri^e afftendetb' up for ever anfl 
JfV6r ; and thef • -hawi' no reiiday. nor tufjt^ 
frhd Woilhip ' the: i)^ «ind nhis . image»' -m^ 
wliofoever neceivetlr til« niark of hlSi Aluni^^ 
Mere' is the' patience «£f> the.' £iin{»u ,Hen!i^ 
^y ^t keep the commanddoieata of idod^ 
ilrid the faith dfje(bs% • " -^ -' 

tft is worthy tiotke thatil» angel-wlio thut^ 

• * Rev. xiv; 9,dOk Hi W. ; 

c c 3 doiounced 



dcnoiHicfd. the wrath of Pp4^ ^g^nft, tjif 
lyorlhipper? of the bcaft and his ifiK^c^.^ 
Iffwed two others j the j?r/ of ^iyhp,m ** flevp' 
^ tb© m;di]t of heaven, ^>2^Ying the ^ycr? 
lafting-Gofpel to preach untp tl^em tha$ dvifel| 
on the parth^ jjnd calling upon tj:^na ^o fear 
(jiod and jjivf, him |;loryj befaiife thie hpuj; pf 
his jud|;mc;}t was conie/*-T-Anii the ^r^^^ 
pf whom declared ^\ the falj of Babylop^'.* 
I^fow tbe firft of thefe ^ngels i^. generally uri-^ 
4erfl:ood to reprefept the prea.ching of the 
pafpe}, ijVl^ph \yas brought fprth frqnr^ it^ 
Ipncealmpnt zX the tipfie of the/j^efomapoffj^ 
gad whic]i certainly ^ did prqduce the Jfi?//, pf 
4^(ljiif pf the power, qf B^byl^n | which^ i^ 
jgfpdaimed bjt^he f€CQad,ar4geL--r^ as i| 
1$ according *9' the mevpiful^ difpenfetior^ 
pf God*s rJiffpvMence^.to^giye hii^ f^^^var^ 
y^q^^i^g q( a j^arjaQd.]ii9.a^iweut daoger„^| 
jna^j; ^e/upp^fed tl^aj^ th^. //^/r;^ angd F^c^SS 
^be.ti)[»e ip^f the.^/;^i?/^ d^jnjj^r, an4,mQi^..%- 
.ye,rp tr^al^ ^nc^^l^u^ thep.eriod oit}^ mgj^ 
fixniendous tj^ranpy,pf/%J^4^G^ is ii;xed ^ 

^rernarked, that .between ^ the defcji^tiQ^f -,^ 
the two beafts we^find the following fa|I to 

inents of God in making his eiicmies inibru- 
inc^s ii^ hi|;lj|^ t<J piiniJfli e?Lf|iclh«ri while 

:.>^ ' .\.. the 



ftjc true l^urdi,^ h fjrv^nts/ fornei^ • 

time? affliftcd, and fometimcs prott^td, -wait' 
•^ with patience and faith/' to fee'thc aci^mV . 
pliffitncnt o£the myfteries of his word****fQr 
it is in this fenfc I underftand thefe wprds^ 
*^* If any m^nhadijin ear to hear, let him 
hear; He that leadeth into captiviiy ^all gQ:, 
into captivity j he that killeth with the fi^dj 
(hall be killed by the fword. Heie is the pa^ 
ft?iice and faith of ihe faints ••" : : : 

'_ -' ' ' ■ . \ .!; ; ' vi^: 

^^- This interptetatiijn does certsajnly contra<|i^i 
the common opiniqi]f, th^t the fecpnd Ijfeaft ,»: 
to fupport and advice thf authority of thc[i 
Church of Rome ; but it ojpft be acknonr- : 
lit^dged to harmonize with the.true ipifit pC. 
Chriftianity, and with the infont\a,tk>n Which . 
Scripture and Hiftgry afford iw q«ficeraing.thc 
moral govemnMnt of the world i and, \ thiiUr,. 
it will be found to explain many of tlv? dtfllf^ 
culties attending the common application, of 
•this Prophecy .-~But, it will b^ aflced, hoW/ 
can this interpretation be made confiftent tvitli 
th'J^elfth verfe of this Chapter ? ** And He 
Hcxdtifed all the power of the firft beaft ber 
fore him, ^nd caufeth all the earth, and them 
thw: dwell ihttrefai, to worfhip th? firft beaft • 

^ ^^ OS^farelRc^. jjSii; ©^ Id. ivith 0«i. iii. ^^ 

c c 4 whofc 



39« > Introiu^ory ChapHr<ig 

whofc deadly wound wa$ hc^tlcd/'^^n-MB 
fwcr to this bbjcAion, I beg to d)ferve-,, th»l«. 
the two verfcs which immediately follow this 
filmmons to attention, contain th^ whole de-^ 
Jcrjption of the begft and Jijs power in ^e«^^/ , 
ternn — the fucceedit^g vei^s being aa^ "df^ 
count of /j6rf n^mer m which he* eicerd^eth** • 
his^ power, and arc in fbme fort, both an aih'^\ \ 
p^catten^ and a detailed repetit\m of iiic^/ 
former defcription.'-^llicfe two^verfes thcw*-'^ 
fo«c (the deveiith and twelfth) extarRj '#ami ^ 
tKc^ beginning to* tKe end df ' the^ rci^n' 6f 'the • 
fd^nd beaft ; and, coniidc ring a great part, or 
thi&' reign m yetfutui^i I-^fmjft:^ alfoi itonfidelr - 
itMin^offible toafcertain^ili^ p^wfe^ds*^*'^^^^^ 
iiig of a Prophety relatitig' t/? that fultirel-^^,^,^ 
Alj that can be done^ and indeed all that .^ ^ 
ou^t to be attempted, i^9 ^to oifl^r en eitpk^-^ ^ 
natvon of this p^lfage; ahd^ a'ebnjdaore ^¥ - 
fpcSfting it, which wilt 1)c found to accorcji''^'' 
with this interpretation iind with-ipy gweral , 
yieW' o£ the Prophecy \Ki^l-\ \ ' — ? - - 

■'" '■ • • ' '■---■• ■ •■• ;'. 't'U* ■ 

%. ' -O - . ' . 

^ Imthc defcripdon of 'thj5'Beafl*and:t1i5 Image two 
thmgf'are<>bfttrvablei iftv Tniefebomife^ft^> tauftdHtie*' ' 
tafth to tiror&up. tte- Be^'^ wtofir '^^rt)yr^1toiitlds ^m^^ 
bcalcdL' This^ it is obfenred "by a Friend, ^feemsHo^ be * 
9Xprsfid diffitre^afy .yihttt it49 Ciid*, he f* tfttfed i^^'^c^Hd 
to miike an'l^ge to tlie fai^e Dealt whofe deadly w6in%l 



I 
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' Pa'fflhe' Second: V ^93 

' l%p'yarw arid naiure bf this lieaft' have' 
b^(4pf^UlriEd(f5^'Confider<tdj but the kea^^r "^vill' 

was heaied.'j ^iWJy; tJiefurln^ij'J'm/fYf^T or wonders,' am 
inor«di^er^'lii<t't6 ft^ arf%1]^al iriflrtimeiJt 4n bccaridnffig"" 
this 'gimt; 40li^ioir<a}i|Mig; theaohab^tants^/of ihe wol4)L' 
U is i^eed that;(ix of ^he heads of tbe iirilj 3ea|l^ahe. 
fix difierent Conftitutions of Pagan Rome j and that tne. 
fixthor feiperid^v^ in cXittenciTwhen ^StrJohnVrbte;- 

etopiw l«ec*»6rextina;' !Bhe*Ttli^d%lr(*t Vrhicfc^ tt^ 
the7tk'7 treevMenUy^pf^.thQ/pTnr n9^r€^ fiace th?y ap-j- 
pear as ^m ufm tht Beaft though diftiDguiflled from' eac!) * 
other with hiftoficdl^accuratjxti the explafiatSdn giVen bj; 
the Angd; andi»»/ACl' father iftrrVaJW allb^f»b^^ 
i^f^^(i(ntfmmii^<A9tm^^^ It U remarkable tint jtW : 
'f Momh fp^ing great words of blafphomr" n not tffxk^ y 
tioned till ^^r'it is liid ♦•the deadly wound given to thS" , 
6th teatf warheSrled;" bbviotifly poimitig'o\iCfhh\^{hi%/t ' 
hadt^W b«^ ill ii fMuUaf manner antichfilHa^ ; ^rti'^^^^ 
iag wMr V lh^4kifo hors*' Hefcrib^d by Daniel ^ ^?imnrf 
fimniierifi^' of the powers •! the Earth.-r-The fecwiil 
Baaft with horns *♦ like a Lamb," caiifed the Image to lie 
madrtq the firftBfeaft, and made ail them that dwell oa* 
the earth to worfhip the firft Beat wlvoft^ de^ \«dani;' 
waft k^led. Hence it follows that ibis Image muft be a 
viJiVbfiftm ^ Gcvemrneni ; having fevcn or ei^t foliticid 
btadif e^i 9/ whkh ^re" an^ireU^ious or anticbriftian ; but " 
/*/ k^r fuperermnentiy fo; This Image mnftbeCTdaca ' 
with tfe0 Spiiit of ihc fecond Beaft w*iich **fpake*Ufee tha -^ 
DfragQii/' and it mitft ftdidoitf y ape tiie frii^ai-Jhjfiimu$ ' 
of th^'/iy^^'whith it repfefenis in outward political Eornm^''' 
and 'in tcmfMiral md fpiritual antiebriiiti^HfK tyranny^ and 
^hp8 l^iriks^it m^y be laid to caudfe the wo;id to worfliip 

the . 



3ft4 IntnduSlor^ Cbapf0 19 

j^ardon fomcthing like repetition in Mr/lJiw- 
man's words*, for the fafce of his authorify^ 

•• I far. 



the firft BeaA whore Image^it is. But as it hhdtbnAt 
^i fit of thc/ec^dlResAi and ki u^Mlfguidedrhy hii dir»c^ 
tim (k^im m .power hut fr$m kim) U i*eiA* chaiiyi a 
.diftiKid; and d'lffsrini pawer Croin ibeQAaiL k repyefeofta. 
Now k mufl I think be eyideqt ^a t^ie moft.csnekrfa, ob; 
fcrver, that the ^temh Rev^lH^mjJlf bAy€ upoii all oloca^ 
£on& ^fFe^ed to imitate theaatient Romi^ti. . Their mode 
iif Ciprryiag on war by deriving i}icfr refi^m iitm cott^^ 
4^x,td provin^ea; tb/^i^i mi^im *^ divida .fi^ Jmptta;!' 
il^ir efiabliihnient of difierieiit fubordinate G^venmitnia 
(finder the name of Reppblic&) i and their g^ tf s Crouk 
(the Crown of £truria) at a rruHtrdf^ ^tachnmti. thtar 
Kw\si fc^n ; their introdu&ion.c^ P^igat^ Ileftiyak) dieir 
d^^cdtion of ablira£): viftuef; their ad«illi«9^.of the^ifthv 
guiihing Roman appeitation Ci//zf9; their' language 'and 
^en their very drefs, all point oujt th9 refi^nfalanct be» 
twcfo the Image and OriginaK As B4me had her Prob 
jfcriptiMSf b«t Triimvviri, .her Conlula^^ ft km^l^smct% 
apd ^i the &Kih Focm pf ^poian^ QofornrnfaDt ^#l 4«e 
iippj^ri^^ fupported entirely by thf <9^p^, and ttikilMi 
viith. two mere phantqms» the 4^^ naiaicEil, jSonfill^t; 
.^..is thejfJrA^ form of government. ^ii;Iii,.noyr|iieva3a 
%g^jiox9iii^iQn9 f>C tb^Jmag^^.^^HMaifiift cop)r^>the' 
Jxtb form of jtsType. t\^ f^rj^ B^a^. Tlm^^vfer ftan 
Ififiorical Fa£h feem to zco^fd in a vfryjnw«rkaWfe;aHaii- 
^i|^ with the proph$;.VQ Vifion, . It i;eaiaitk% to >b^ ,&ai 
i«)hether 3uonapar^e'$..preicatN^oti^ioawithi th^£ipfie 
r^fppSiDg Tb^ojogieal Af&i,ni will umi ksjo^rds tb^pw* 
duaion of thQ lib. Head. {J[u^fii§f$^.iiOi '\*the ^a^ 
Vim^l' WJt^Cib It is p(iffibk, Ahot«gh f^Uully.ilaMlOC!S%y^^ 



* Lowman, p. 18]?. 

' this 



,. ,, part tie Si^$fnl^ .; ^^95 

,^^ I faitbcr beheld in myMdons another 2i|>- 
pcariinoe 45 of a ^ecqficl wil4 b?^ft ':^>s?^ o«t 



of 



i^i Hypothcfi$, that thc/*tA «wi;r fuffer) and whether 
fhe tea horns of Rot^e ^itl become the ten horns of 
f ranee ; or, I (hould TMh6t fay, of the In/idd Jhiicbt^, 
Krherever f^ Tlmmi^ Plf^d. Let «3f l^pbly^wak fpr 
|une to remove theprefenf 6bfciirky<oCa J^Q^.\^hic^ I 
fcadily confefs to be ^he grea^ ^diffculiy lii'tbe'wiy'of the 
Interpretation 1 have ventured^td 'give, 6f tbeKr^geaod 
llie fccoiidiBiealt Whe^lli^.fiorm fhattlMUei* .the 
^aE^ern p|jt_of -ffee an«kenlipfloifii» 
KiU prpbably .thf^wr more %)^t upon this fubjc6l. — It la^ 
Wca obferveS that I have npt noticed *' the fdfe miracle 
pr wonders'^'by which theTOottd Beaft yij^fk to delude the 
ffthabitami^ 6t< the earthy :.«Adr.canfei them to make the 
image. Tbe YfHtjw* ftj^^rnatutfil ^pp5yrar|ce^\exl^J««d 
jn t\i% priyate loeetinp pf jlf ^^rly adherents, and'^whACjh 
j&afily unppfed upon fuch votaries' as were tinftdr^d t^ifli 
isnthufiafm and fuperftitipn,*^iS^' indeed- Ac.wdl-wbrtBjr 
aiuu^ion, .however riificykii^ i&}tiiem&lves,:MrfaeQtb€ir 
0J^e& is coniidered; jn like^-ii^afmir -as the S^i^* 3^ 
.tricks of their monks impofed upon the credulity of tlie 
igiV3rant» and have ever betjn fuppofed to be a fubjeft of 
ftrophecyi and a inarhoi the Papa! AntieMifti Bwfucli 
is, happily for oa, the geneml opinion .of thefe mymmrk^ 
^'AisJafifdom^ that \ lather cbpfetq leav^ my readers to 
make their own comments upoti this point of refem'&Iance* 
Asjigm^ however, of Antichriftian Power, the pretended 
jaifacles of the Romifli Chorch» tbe. tricks^ theM^hp. 
4aBettti Dervizc^i, andtl;|e'i;Karf/ro( the Infidel muminatj* 
4re .tufficiently ditceitiibk^ 9nd it is furely not impoffibW, 
fiak in iu ijjf ^ m^ fomidaikJaU^ they may become 
yet more confpicuous. '4th Edition. 
V Among 



3^ Infrwtu&dtytlhapitr to 

of the cirtli; u^hich liaH' two horns fiftc the 
horns^of a lambJ^Whis voiceVak Kfec that 
dip axfragon, to \rc^xt(cat mncfiber pcifetutin^ 
gpwttMcitnt cjtercifing its^ authority uith' a 
fli^w <yf tncekflcfs an3 charftyV hut' carrying 
6rt the op|Kjfiti6nr^f the devil; thcdd Scr» 
pehly W pOrd feligibff, and promoting iddatiy 
}Sif^^tik\^^ ll6wma[h^Jjfecc!as^ to 

jial^jpiir^e' tilt' twelfth' vtrfc thusV '^"^ Aritf , 
l9ii<^f^c}6ftd "peifecutin^ |i^^ had dl the 

Rom4^ £lop^ry^^/i^dn^)^^d' its authoHty'tii 
A)r^d. jtbe p6wer af 'the u'ew ^Raman governs 
i£ent/i>^ond tite'bciund$ of its ^rbper domt^^ 
pptt\ fS a^; to o]M^'ihe^/evera/ ndtitms -fo 
jy^ bh'edidficc to the' ne\^ aiithoHty revi^^ctf 
^'tEe city^pf Rome; 'lifter it had hecn fo ibng 
d^dl^edof all authority; and &emed to have 
kA aUlippeof?6covcrm '^ 

: ^ It jiw^«l6^ hecit aft^y fteiti in whsfif 

niAhber^we ire to undtrftandihe fecondbeaff 

irfaid '*^ tQ eaaici^^^ flic t)o^ert^ 6F Hit: 

' ^i^0nj, the wany^cirjfumlbincef, whkh hayc ffirength-. 
tnti tire lik^nefs of this Image' raifed up in France to tM 
KortaYi^PoWer, Ihc Wceht^diftribiitiW^ oftheiB^iftf *ifti tSg 
Standards of tbi Armies defervqi parttcuhir notice* Fifth 

Edition. •;- : , / ; -. 



fii^ JfCf^, - htiorc ,him*.,- - ,Apcl il^c,^an^elj^ 
^xflaiMUion of the fevicn heads.wiU ^io^pft 
authpnxe us. to ^uftpafe. t)iat. thp yi^jhip^ 
which thp fecDn4 b^ <^ui£.4< ^^^i^rP^.^ ^^ 
the beaft whoicJef^ ^'W^ ^^ M^^* ,^ 
i\ides particularly to t\ie.tm^t!'Wj^ic\^^ ^uA^^Jl 
t^ be mii^c ^'pjthjpfm .^ fWAj^JJyfigj^x^— 

apdone is^ andthf, otl^r.ttwpijjjt^j^jpVli 

{^Qt^ ^ve^ h^ is the ^hth,.iwd is of thi( 
feyen, , anjl, jjoeth , ip|P jjerditioo.*^ . Thcf^ 
ienwn kiQ^.4«oote the .^even %snft of Kw^, 
^ovcFppj^t/— fitft. , •Ki'iR' ;, f?^??*^"» ^Sp* 
l^ls 5 thir4j, P»4*^« ; ^^ipjjrthV Pecemifirti' 

fevic^th, * VJcl^ (^ioi^p 'o»crc|re<i,.b/ ,^9Qil*.^ 
face III. and hu Jpui^fyreJfK^5^|(?n tp t|^ 
/ee of Rome under the title of Univerfat 
tiia%9ps" 4J-e^ei^,ot,ji Lijc^|u^^I>,^ ft^y)i 

A»ticbriil iA Aci.eigHth.,^?fflmgr,(I^ef,b^ 
a Layman, p. 36, &c.). The fixth head, 
which. was exiling at the time of the Vifion, 
Received ^'^ the decully wouha^' from the hi^ 
of, Pdo^i: vi 476^. whei). U}<; Wiefteqa ^^^\ 

• Seep^ »77. ■• • 

IQtfl 



59^ IntroiaBory Chapikr to 

Ihani Etnpire was compfetely defti-oyfed* 
^* After a reign of fixty years, the thron* 
of the Gothic kings was filled by the Exarchs 
bf Ravtiitia, the rdprefentatives in peace and 
War of thfe Eniperor of the Romans. Their 
jurrfdidlioh was foon rcduted to the limits of 
il rldr^a^*^ province, "but Narfts himfelf (thd 
general of the JE^^rr;/ Emperor Juftinian)^ 
the fitft ind nrioft powerful of the Exarchs; 
^mimftertd- above * fifteen years the entrtfe 
kingdonrr-'of ^halylV... '.lender the Exarchs ,bf 
RaVehhsf'Rortte was.'degrtd^d to the fecond 
Ank/* Gibbon, Vol. iv. p. 31 3. " Like 
ITiebes; or Babylon, or Carthage, the name* 
rf Romfe tnight have been efafed from tht^ 
carfh, if the city had tiot been animated by a 
Vital principle, which again reftored her to 
hoiibiir ^and dominion:** Vol. viii. p. i6r. 
The ^vtnth head *arofe when Boniface till 
iti 607; "obtained the title of ** Univerfal 
BKHop,*^' and <• • Hfead of theCathdid 
Church,*' and immediately aflumed all thd 
authority of a Supreme Head in all eccle-' 
fiaftical af&irs ; and when idolatry was efta^ 
blifhed. -^ This feventh head was to enduro 
OWnparatively but a fliort time. And we 
dlxbfrdingly find the eighth head, which wasf 
to ht of the feventh^ to be the Vnmrfd 
BiJbop^\ or Sovereign 'Pontiff of Rome,'«f^ 
; - : ^Jed 



vejfUd^j Pepini King of France^ l^ith th* 
iiMtcbatt of Ravenna ; and foon after pof-i 
ieiSog himfelf with the com^lttc fovenightj 
0f^ Rom^ and the kingdom (f Lomhariy^ — - 
Then wsis completed that union of civil and 
iixkjiaftical tyranny^ which conilituteS'' th(6 
jeigtiof the Antichriftian Bead*." 

■^ The fevefli heads reprcfented feven itioun- 
4(diis (the type of Htonie), and ^ fevm 

s * A» the fote obje6l of this application of Hifiory to ihk 
•• iurc word of Prophecy" is the elucidation of divine 
tnith» it would ill become me to contend for the certainty* 
iff any lUt^ment, whenever fufficient reafons are affigne^ 
tp (how that I have adopted an error. I have Idng 
thought that the interpretation given by former Expoiitori 
of the 7lh and 8th Forms of the Roman Government^ at 
dludeci to in the Prophecy, was involved in confiderablc 
obfcurityt and that any one who laboured with fuccefs 16 
remove it would deferve the thanks of every inquirer iiM 
proj^hetic truth. To fucb acknowledgements is th9 
•• Layman*'* the author of the *• Obfervations on the 7tli 
Form of the Roman Government/*4llty jufily^ntitled* 
And the beft proof that I can give of thy high opinion of 
his candor, and his diligent refearches into Scripture and 
Hiftory, and his very able applicaition of them to tba 
points in queilion» is the adoption of his ingenious fugt 
geitibhs in this edition of my work, in (lead of the intei^. 
jTICtattott given in the two former editions* And 1 b^. 
leave to tetum my acknowledgments for tht very^. hh^i 
foihe manner in which the >author of that Letter, (whole 
nabelain notaljowed to mention) has permitted^ me to 
in^e tbi# important CQrre£lipiv ' ' - 

A.v 9 kings. 



glif^,": %kf ' Ur 8*4 ftw ^claitf«rWig<* dad 

j^ioe df •• bftT' ; J[ddgrttehti -~'p*rtl|pi^i^ti«<p 
^fc'ce^ fh« th^-^ere ^^ttSgniimi'- ii«nrtbl»if»|p 

It is alfo"faid,'ihit=wH«h.tlte';|lfth- Vftrf'tCfei^ 
^uVedJ <w; *• eHjcy brafpheirted ihe --^aififfj 
^ifvh/* |ihdilciHrtg:jrpitfurt\fe,a ftHlfeld«pt 
Irtftd.'cn' Higher 'dtgrefe «f bhf^iiJhiy*) ** aiiih 
^fepenXe^l mk »f thifir tkedsi'^^lt caAttit^ 
*h^iWro|te«be ddtibtfed that thj's 'period; -duriftg 
Ife^vioitnciB of 'the fourth' ahd fifth vials, ^anli' 

Hok'iaf'lmtinnti^Si ais weH as -for the Ootngi^ 
jui%rtjehfS'of' thte'Alftrf^ty'j ahd, Iconftft,. 
it'kppciH' tb'W litile 'feft cettain, that the; 
rcrtt^th'/''^fHi,'%rf fiith Viais -^ffr cdntempb*. 
tirf: MviiKih^^^fgH-Sf theficvM pec^ aUti bis: 

far the charaSier of that reign will agree with; 
the <ri&«</v«f?fA- of thefc vials. - * 

• '^ itVjf* a^feA % fij'flic?p'!N3ea(ix sjbdul thfe '>^^ 
^6^p,''*' Wheteer So'cJrtiah-irni'tiiKl''Diilif^^''bf' ilfl^irttr- 

jBiiity W tvX ah lfit^bcllial«JIi lb 1?a|gSarifift'{tt»tf AJai^ii^S^t 

#hrfda.to'rtift.>-r5s; fiffh.'£dlt..ifeV^: *;Bai^Sf^A'4 

Robifon will convindt tfs bf'^iVf1^pW|i^^'Sft|,lJy 

Deifm with'irt thc-M^fi1*f'f<^i'UaiKfSMI^^^ and 

•i' every evil work." . . . .^.. 

^ I con- 



fiift-l|w<it.-rr*'8tita gfeat-cbgrtgciis^ving' taken' 

f^iAid: jbeaftr— ?f the gfjeat city .having^beCTi 
diit^kied (inta tfamj^^^m^'* at tbe Hefpivnatjofi 

(*h«A;is,:^he: three ':C0nfefiions as- they- jtf^. 
called,:; Roman Catholic, Lutberaiv and Gal- 
'«intftic.^)i by vihich the powet of fHeJi?ft 
&ea& Vras 'confidcrably weakened, and the 
tottads of men emancipated from the chains 
o(f dgiMcamie and . fupi^f]fition « which : had 
hefcftthcm enflaved to the power pf Ba^/a^ 
*b2mhich 7/iw/came up in remanbrancc |?e** 
fore CJod'^^— the dragw raj fed up mfidik^t 
baift, 'in .i: fi^im abetter fuite^ to-^ldieiftate.of 
thcL world i3Q wards the end of the-.iirae ap-> 
pointedtfcMj. kis^vreign.— -For ,thiSi-\b«ift iiiinot , 
to continue beyond, only until the tetfI»io^tioi| 
of the. 1260 .years appointed for the; domiriipn 
of - Antichrlf^TT^ai %xpX. part of. .'^^li.jf J> ' tecn^ 
^t-asjejfpirfcdKhfifeuj^sbLs^r^i . 
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' ^nhat',;wrth(kt Violatlhg 'the^ordi^lf' ^Wi^p^ 

'b^^fefci-red to the Refortfiatfoh. BiJt"#^^i^^ 

ceivc this ' earthquake to: \kiL ^'partiatB^Ji^- 

inent'SX^oxi the great city,' or 'ffie^^^?^of 

Rome, rather than the ^^l^df tfie'ft^ 

vial.' Xi we compare Rer. xi; x^v %e 'fliilili 

iirid the earthquake that deftroyed* ffil'^'^th 

part of the city, and 700a meti, of niVnes^of 

rhen, took "^h^hz during the fccond v(rot:-Vot 

My l!he fatne hour, is to be uhderffood Br/^ar 

of thefeconi wocy or, according to the* feaftem 

rhbde of "expreflibn, •* the reign pf the angel 

of the fecond woe trumpet/* ailudin^ t6 'an 

^'opinion, common in the Eaft, that difiei^t 

' arigels, good or bad, were permitted to exer- 

cife authority during difFererit pottions >of 

' the day, and over different regions of thd 

' ^arth^ Now the fecond woe began when^'thc 

l\jjrkifli^'Einpire was eftablifhed in^ibb^jUr 

in 1299, and is yet in power; and there is 

hotHihg in this expreffion to fji tlA^-du-th- 

^ Our lx)rd, atdomthod^in^ h& kft^ 
/^ dpihtettj %s; *« TWs 'is j^Kr«ftif>v^rt4^S6i^l«rii' of 

darknefc.*' • ' ' • ' -■' ^ -^^ \-> '- ■] -'J: "" 

. * Q * ; hour. 



, i||iake jq^tipncd JRey- xu; tc^. Jt appw^Jd- tQ 
^ i)e.fl{^ Ifom thcfe, and tafyochronizp ,w(^h 
fjijss^tkirfi wxie; «dyth? j^^^iiii^ viftl^ whiiph i? ,4d 

i^tOP th^w^. ta d£fnpte.:^o^ its ^tenfivc opcK 

vratiu;^ and the xittor.deftrcufticm of the Anti^ 

,. fiiriftiia ^owef— ^tht>air being xfptdented in 

V jSctipttwre^ .as the feat xrf Ac: po(wcr and author 

fttyxsf Sataa)^.ai^i0 jbring fud^i^ dci^mi<5tioit 

. ontall the^emics of Chrift,jiwhcn the fcYOtth 

: trumpet fiWfids ihe: ternnqfiajtion of the day£ of 

. yengc^ce^ loftpad of brewing the order of 

^.tuQ^^.this idea places the earthquakes^ in.jre^ 

7 ^gula^ fuccefliorit markings the moft ilr iking 

..^ ^vqnts in Jthe hiftory of the cl^urchi aniiit 

.,. further, thajt. When, thq, earth(|i»kfi^fWl!^ 

>|3«} •iit.of the moutht^of the dragon, the^be^A^'. anA the 

' 'falle1^rbpfct/'''^m^^ n6t^fc^*Vupp<)fed"^o M^ke (wlt%rft 

appearance under the fixth vial. They rniglit have been 

y liM9k^i»f[^|^j)9¥t^«t.a^d^ 

y ;^^e great day of Wtle." (Rev. xix. 19.) ' : - : 
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^o6 I/itMtiifgUiy'^€&^%r f9 

iaatit(3ti nagi/^'/tg i^i-MA oi ihe •gfeif:^>^}ikk^ 

% bf'^(da9*i-<yf imxWi or tht foatt^ (^ tk^t 

ftvdarh' 4#um|>*t<C*c8» the cwatrajy^tt ' i« 'oftii 
^refsly <deB}ari:d/ ^*,Bafyha xsaaa^'-i^ ixpjfieti^ 
membnnteifefortf -Gbd.'" ai if aftdf hav^ 
beerv (Vilibed -tor <{>arjru« ,hcr career • for -fottli 
timi unind^ed, i|^ was n&*f^ l« l)«tom» 4h^ 
partkukr ob|e£t otT ^idxnifit, mi t*> ^MKI 
otm tho j^ ^ ' ckp of ihe^ne ^of tbe' fii^reis' 
aer&iaf^ wrath (tfGod/t 7hi6'^eft«kitll^ 
^a^ I tberefer&.fnj^fofe to leptefent iA» 
m»'^ tht Rifitrmtttioity dnd. am idc^ri«i td- 
fiiaoe'it 4Ett coatemporarf ivirii the /^ ^liS^ 
ef the 'fourth vial^ pained ou^ upoa the j^i 
Mr ruiing- power, whkh wb^ ckar^-(^ 
Ibpe,, titt " his city was cKutdbd,'* aiid theft' 
lAie king of Fnuice, who had -given him \A\i 
Upowtf ^nd fplendouf, aroft^ as ' he deelimd & 
ktit th!t Setnm which> ibikNvcd it; t eon^d^ 
fl».«Qiai9tu)utng' to beat upcm " -the- 1^^ 'yHl» 
bawthe mark of the beaft [or BabylcAjv sjii* 
4rho 'vft>tlKij^ hi« iiMage;"<^thftprelotf;fejbiiri> 
y^ of '•♦ the jiJfeWV' ^^tty !fta«s^i«i hft^ 
peculiar territory are already loft, and tb& 
munhi»$-oi his '^fVfefigth are ^«o««— ^Thc 
•* great baili" the ufual fyoobol of i^l//^|4 



S 



^ i{iu^(«, tWhich is- tbft«ii^intt(l)?|gfRj <i«(( 

^^P|f«l im» t\^^sk fusing fa .vciiy. qmi 

Pf ^t^ti^. hi^acy .of the Refonp^iitiQli <wiU' 
lt)tf)Uk"aliun^iM cviikace. Tlie<f^«m:<c4 
KlumfOtTwi^hchaM boftf » seoUaiki 4j*i|i% 
the bw&w^ ^ ;:fn^aofie.<wd JAta}(^^ai)^i^ 
WitneTa Jlk. fi^rtbolomew'^ da^* plid iiW9)ir. 
^hflfr ic^QCfi of hloodrn^became (he acAi^ft^, 
itl^fd-^vtfi^oi.^ palki^ fpbfre jri the mgfk 
€4 tmh ^ f^urtsQ^, wl^ it reaJchfcd the: 
9Mridia9 .<^. its gloi^v Tms. 'fm» 4i<1^3^^ 
VjaorcH men with fire," «s. the jreyocaDiwc 

l^i^t which mark : thi$. v^uintad ji^§i^^ 

«iign»' wiU.iMnpif ^.ft^>v- Bi>rth«-d?flgS(f| 
th?,cttp of rjStaHatiffn wvTe.noviir tq. j)f! ^mtti^ 
Ofit ^poflL this ; devoted, ^ ki^dom-^ict^ B^^^ 

•ivv^ '":":. /".'^' V ^£ •■: .-. .♦-.• \ ■■•.' ■ :' .u''i:.j}l 
f See Fleming, p. 53. - - 

D o 4 fun 



iunwas Uotted from t&c political ■hdi:vens^ 
and a more tremendous Meteor took pe£fefikx» 
flf the darkened -Aj-.^^l!hnii did Axfeemut 
evdujuake, *' in whidi the tenth part of the 

$a#iqi|i^-1t» repse^t fh9> .fil«t«lmioo gin 
l^q;. aad jt /i^A< pfTiioti. (4Mtiil«';iHHiiti^' 
Hmt the Ipurth vjftl). I tdat».. ths^ ofWMntiiirti 
|p)(9^ of /the .Mign ciif thp: iHM^t thoagkd^ 
fcpoeiwe i^ fifth vi4 is «0w ipwmft^flillkj 
«id oifije^ure, f hat the ii^tth i« /fURsr f ^. uTtbe 
^K^pie^uencMrpf /i(£f ^uihquaki? mU:btt)iiiflBe 
g«nn»lly >f<dt^ aoi^ csi^te leofcliagiemttnnni: 
than thi; plagues .of the.firft, ib i^4^i^ 
^ remnmt will be. afiTighre4 ^ndi-^ijif^^iif^ 
/« /i«* Ged^ t>eavMi apd thmS:tlfty:-:^«6^ 
fMTfll find protei^Qii iViyn <the' «ie^s<$£ ttis 
^W. woe» an4' Ae ^Ke^th v|jdi i|?W«barI 
im^gine^will fallswith ^u/iarmo\im^.*^Jvijp^ 
.tjb^sWhich dpftfoy lthp(«\fth?,?? by^^foesuftited 
pyannsfs yf lofideJity aad Die9)^rati,4:fyri»la^, 
oTyt ^1 ptber word^. thp/^qpndi 8^^ aiid ibbe 
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,ensvfi5>ri is3iuicq af{$ . rnfit baiy,\f'. -y-sw •;• • 

•\L Jbd M0P9iiiijr^I flat 8^, ii^h«fliier?'^' h^«t 
ctts detf;«Wi)i^ ittlias'toiigi l(t!feir^Ai%%|«k!k)^ 

jjpaiit <cbe ,w<»^d ^r- ittt ^^it^/> virMi;! 
jtj&eSiftm^tt&yl^ this fecofM b^ft?'- ffe^c 
air* not ife«A~A»oiTA^c iN^itJEti'f Yj 'tt^l^tte 

iifa«.mk.^4f .m«n ^r it^ pteted^s'ib « ^^ 

iddt^rines of xiflERifY and equAlIty/ <*^- 
t^DCS mc^ perverfely drawn from tht' re/igwn 

1^ /i^-LamA'/ the U€h^m"6£ks Ji^mitinj^ 
^powtJr? Efefe it ttoi liniy-tte fubdety of rtf6 

Jerjierit^ 'with the fury of the ar^goi?r--^pr6- 
}j(ni{^ uoiverfal. happinefs, \biit^ leati to iiniver* 

-^ the earth w ifiake an t^liAitiE^^^'^^^t^^^^^ Mi) 

. the beaft which had the wound by a lPi#€frd, 

arid did live?** An Image in the forrn of, the 

antient Roman government; wfttch has at- 

ready obliged tnany of the nations to yield 

\ $ee Barruel. . - . . ^ 

:.^ obedience 



the lirft beaft,- OfvtlwuRj^pal pevirer ttf «A«» 
ach*ift, by; depriving all men-off ^A<jir)ftiy«ft 

cdvc thewori of union with its.ahominabte 

feints,'*' erf fei?mits of God, and 'his ** o^i*;? 
^^x^npc Jmiay;^* snd. who now .o|iien)|i! .Ut^ 
|)hn»es'^.iGe(i:-of>lieavta? ;.'... i: ..-n.i.^o 

^Tdtirh^t height of fcnarmitjr.r^ to ^haf ei^.: 
-font. of dba)iaioQrr?the power «£ this j^, 
taeadoM imafft. wiikhc pemuMed tojri&^mult: 
'mtaun for futurity to iiifeover*>~-But whe^ 



t ^ Tim (oHowtag c&ferviatioas np^n theTieaty t^ 'Zs^r- 
inilir %Y ajM^o/ wrkfr in the Siin^pap^^ 9eb. ^4> >1$0Jt 
^qws: jbine additioii]»I ii|;ht upon a fubjef):^ which tiiqe 
alone can clearly ejucidiite. '* The execution of this ^Me. 
plan {or aggrandisement on^^ne fide of the A)p^, and'te^*: 
fMiomimg on tht other, is^e-mamftiataJT* which )»m« 

4i^£b^,;aRdit i^ tiie elTentiai priacipje of it. In thif numie^ 
is.-the whie, epuntunt Gaul ^ and almoflcAl the Rmftn-fif 
iit Wfft^ mz\ <Sb/t largeft and hefl * part of the «'<3biuii)enC' 
4|f ElMpeidividod intf^fiof ^fi^i^^irV^ainited uodtr-^h^-*' 
jK^kjewimoriC!* or kfs.ftriil^c of:oj|e:M9n/iaQd:haviag before 
th^ir;i^e8, Sin\y fi^.Monarcbat^ ekher weM: lor lioftHe'ia 
QM 9U0|}(fir«:XH; ]2ttltii(b.i(iiyided in idtei^ik and.inciaui'-i 
lions. Sucha.refult from nm€^yeaiS''war£are isaindocdpiierfty' 
21 r. calculated 
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Gtftne Ute^fear: of jJHs ^yi{izth^ty]fmi^^ 

jkmiVAW berrDCLiTY, cat AtHftf sit, aiMlP 

^tn^'cr, r ;'■ " ' • ' .'.j .. :: v ^ -^^ * /' >*i 

Order, of Sofiety, and roufrnot a Jittle^iJ^rm the powcnj^ 

who nave to reproach themfelves With weaknefs, treachery^ 

oir'#smt dl {brefight. None of them can confichnr hinilTe))' 

m iec^re Cromthe caprice, the ttmibcf «v dial j^iadifii^ 

fiprality of the French Government, while We AiONj^t 

fecure.und<pr the prote£ljipn of our invincible Fl9g» ain^nut 

Having for a moment been guilty either of error, or hefiti- 

\i^ in out condu6l, haVe neither any felf -reproach to feid; 

mf^bmtkk ic^lfct to deplore, ;or any ibi^ui itlmM! )9 04i^ 

^^^^ ;,•/. •■ - .- ■^ ^ :. 1 

To revive the influence of Spain in Italy, and to conneft 

if with tliat of the Pope, has been the third niean adopted 
^o deftroy that of Aujhria^ and it is not a little curiou* to 
pUinrvcw that ^f^ the Qhief^^onfiliclmintfofei; irhe4id 
^ Ctmpa F^rmiQ^ to admit the Kii^' ^ NafUs into ilier 
Treaty, and appears to meditate vengeance agaioft lifm;igt 
lldi beftovfed on another branch bi the Hoiife^>f Bourbbo* 
i^ttfNdM iof'"4lie fitieiily wliicli the SpaniOi GayestAieitq 
lMf(xnilotqi|i6dMwkpds the X^«i^/V.H'Foliby |4o«^ bat.il0C( 
di£lateditlu9.cpi|du6i>; there is iujt an affisfhtion'oSgria^^ 
deur, and of imitating the Ramam. They too were pleafetb 
to, heftmv' pitt of their fpoiUon Ihofepriticcywha t^oIuha: 
Ifttiiy ^({ed*iuidffr their IfiA^^vciAv^hoikt ^eita,fi^ io^ 
dMjreft/rffiibi^mrld oi:Utnd iyji^miSioa:' . Jkf^i^rim ^ 
Barma ppcordihgfy iw^rlt. to»Paris iQ-rccevw sicCrnvH^^^jH 
Etrurkt from Bonaparte; Mui^his'Fadu^r .(rice Di^e oi' 
I^untta) iii7j^4y^:^/»iiB, viheniie:to»kip(rfE:£^ im 
ilBliPtdpiDinictta. *^ Jfi^^ .\J r. > ,: >. . i^,^ j 

- ^ has 



•;0(>iiifikm?i^N&y;;rwho \i^.;dltf iB! 4»r9f4iu^ 

> whkh has. ^xWen m' the nortk(.>S^\ini^ 
r^V'ljiaiiJi'the feb^rriaelft of his |)^l3cscl^;isjEeTl 
ithefeas, in the gloridys holy is<}i?o^ni^^^^^^^ * 

rr A k\ ts< ohfcnrtpUiis^ thtt thev4^r«f;«^c>a|&rjl^ 
;«flioft wonderful form of the Fa^lrADtUphlilt 
'isvfixed . at' I j6o years— froQi .whatever^ tJMde 
,it coined ii« power .-^rTfefi mquf^u efjdiw 
.'^4Gak»netan A«ti<!briil.'Were'.<pl(pi detehni)^ 
:toanexii^ point — but no litpifs fe^pi .t;p;4)e 
ifixed for the power, r or th? ,dufjpi.ti0n:9^,ithe 

tpowec, of.itho Infidel jA.nHfhf4(^?r^IfL[^c 

••reafoii > (^ this dtftih<5iion he oflc^l, . it. n^y 

"perhaps beanfwered, Becauie this was^ to j)e 

the Ifljl form under which Ao)t.i?hfift..4fc?«^d 

apftear — " When the Son of man cometh, 

i oflall he fiiwi y^r/Zi^ on» the earth ?^— Aflt^ be- 

-;:icatife.our Lord, whb declares he^^ij} ccinc 

r l\/«4dcnly; ^ uiw«pfja[e(%v f | :«^tl^i^in 

-i^hfe. nightivr wiUhJmff If tj^fesj ^l^paRl^flb '«?»* 
o; gw«cfe .«!: thii m«30'.^:^af if)g.:f ^Hi,; n^f^j^^r 
i;>c'6«^tQ his 9apag»i l|JM^"gJ^C)?JP^ I'Mijr- 

\4 .. vants 
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{^^^Wa^ >to}e«M; art4>the>tyiBi»rflD<t^i3niAm^ 
^4^<ltte''Ckir^^»Cbttroh» /!*f what ^NMri: 

.to decline gnubiilly.be£ai»ifl^,linie:<>6)t|(ilr 

^eftir]^^' b6>.;oot^^own;whezi.'at,d»ft hsalght <i^iit^ 
;^4loaqufelli^ .and its g}ory» )^'i«MiBwii^iii.!l(il^ 
' ■^Ij^ ' of diviArripowcr^jucfaen jthe wbtk • ioi 
-IA.lMi(}hdft finfll Ifac/'deflrQjQaH-tbe .a»tkftt pi9i>)- 

^"^JotiauBz kingdom bf ChrKfc fliftU be e^ 
f Mlik6d« '»HaMdiiiig: lo t^^' mciirtt expedUeJw 
^voft" jfeiys^atiri Chriftisuw^ in pe^e,.'hofiiiqf«, 
"ttrVfi-btp^uSefs forever., .<V*-'- .f^*'*'/ ,• «• .: 

,;.-.;. iio. •.,..-', ;■■, ,-.v. ■ .-, ., ■ :i-,. ,.-,f,' . 

>« I' iiaine tlius tnd«aVouttd^Q^xpiain ^om6^0f 
' ?Aie W)rio>U$ F^nisS^hleh inUuce ^me Ki> fcsh- 

'^M oK)^ m6I^' the' titteib ^f intipaEl formt !.Qf t Amir 
i 'dWitfby WhicKtht' «hUrch df iChwft wasjto 
- iiiSd kt^^'fel^i^*^^ hftviftg been; d^fi(^be4 

U'l Oaaukiii.' 1. 



4^ i^^iM^rSi^^^^im^ ^^ 

%Mtfifir'<^ ^bftving f appfiftml AS;iii ^Fovkmi 

il^Ait%ht hftve been e2»p€i5ted J((i^ appinn-?^^ 
I«kigidie^cdi£):ed fdiourg^ of thQ^coceuptai 
4e^fbk ^iQhtiSty and the> Iq/i fbimioS ipmaSi 
^hi<^ it8 enemy^ willbe perihktedlto al&hni 
-«7x4ti this Clhafiter I hfltveneadyxonfiiiedi^^ 
l6lf td the Propkfioier of Da^icL and: .t>£\ Sift 
Joho^ becavfc they x^mtain the prindpal {nfr 
&ge$' which < a;:fiiiperficiAl xtad&r ought itiodDl 
giiie/ to be ^ irreconcileafolc. witb.^tho .c^insott' 
-vhich I prefome 4o oi^t ai^ sath iheuiriciat* 
jpretationsof the beft Comnwntalors refpe&in^ 
«he Church of Rome. !And 2 trail: ; it i mrilt 
^ow appear cvtdimt, that this'Opinbni(ii%- 
|Kd(mg for a moment it be: admitted iii8:;ikic|iS 
iticoiatrovcrtibly juft)v arifiing out ''^ WfBNA: 

ACTUALLY PASSHQIft BEPOnkoukltTES^ whidt*^ 

not only accurately fulfil *' the won) c£ Prwi 
phecy^" but are utterly inexplicable widioi*. 
this Icey to point out their connexion with i the 
part and future parts of the great plan which 
Pnophfcy difplay^—rdoes . mi ma '.reijpe^l.^^on*- 
tradiiSl'or :inv4ilidate :.the, decldcdilopinioto^difs 
thcsfei ieaiified'nien^.'that thelChurdi iolf Ri^omv 
4* jAjlti€hrift,*r-^S6nie. of • th*^^ if^^dft' qpblciod- 
in^UigCQt among thefeJComi^entators. diddnK: 
drt)d;f(JBttniJoeaDdyjthp fatiw jdeai; :qjnid*th?va6nV 
^'f:^.;: " .X curacy 



iuiddHy 'Qf><fvAAJiPft ^m add Tdgri^ i ttiniOr te 
«fleem«!cl i» ftroag ^siwiRtoEtiAii o£> ifs (mtk 

;ftretRi df time td fcsnis ^^fAackiifhefoe^Att 

trtcf^ t^ihdn difikuftt, {tieotigruoU6f-ian^«f 
tiot^&l t>efet«ftoe to the iBapal p<>w«r;~<i|^. 
Miittk 1 confider this ^ii« as dlabliditd 4q^ 
ttekJa^ur^ tiie}/%md fh&'()«S*^^y of injusyti 
4^ the Fre|»beKf 4-e%e^m^' Mahomclal»fm> 
ins having' b^6 litu^oveably <jSxed by ^rtofil 
^e^fOftlly 'clear^. I c&nt«tid itfiEM; AV0S<]fATe Xm^; 
Bi£>:e^Li^ttv;;4fed:it« delegated mikuns^M,-E>s« 
jffoe&ATife' T4!^a:nW,' liave bden '^edMftaci: 
with equal precilion; atid'lchat'Fd'FEKY, MAv 
HOMETAHisM, and Infideeitv, are all pacts: 
of tfae fame AntichrifVianPo war, and fubjed:] 
to the fame fate.. . . :.* 

.Hae -foUowing Chapters will fho-w^tbei ftx- * 
ai^nefc, witht \i;hich . the .events . of : Hiftbiy * 
contefpond -with .the received intecpitttaiiflins:' 
ccKwemihg Pi^ry and MdMtnetmijMv^t3a£&.. 
thc;rife arad'^nogreffrlof the Puwet 'of^li^:: 
4elttyy and point out the. equal cocadnafs Uiidi- 



|f ^ Ifttr^lfit^ Ciu^tir, &c. 

9i^ickk.k4uUk t]i»;iRn»^liode«: ittmmrrm^jH 

^ofkrwilhjpcpm I «rt4. with: a vinw lo ]^iwfc 
Abftt tkfc thffK kHtiof^ of AotkliffUlini 
|%!w<9t f«!aii4i^A»t'f»r>«^f a^fneral icbfiiK 
^f4i>fhttcyk'>-T^A^;l.m^ it wiU be timtA 
ji^ mi ^botive eacafminnfion, qkH «nly tbHit 
ihi^ c^iw If W(d) fonoded. but that it fbows 
^.^gftitttd xvys oif Pjief>heti<; Jiglw to t)^ d»- 
ty^id towards mr^ point* gives harmony and 
DcOneyion to the Apocalyptic yiGffa^, arki eXr 
fkui» the prefent ^rful ^te of hMman 
f^t^ to be perfed^lyconfiftent with thfc Fco*^ 
vid«ni(« of Oodi and uUimatoly teodingt 
liod^r hi9 dire^ion» tQ.th« con^ktion of the 
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